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ADVERTISEMENT 



:dition PUBLISHED BY SIR JOHN HAWKINS. I 



The Complete Aiigter having been written bo long ago 01 
1653, although the last publication thereof in the lifetime 
of the Author was in l(i7C>, contains many particulars ol 
persons now but little known, and frequent allusions to 
facts, and even modes of living, the memory whereof is 
in a great measure obliterated : 11 new edition, therefore, 
seemed to require a retrospect t" thu time when the Authors 
lived, an explanation of such passages as an interval of more 
than a hundred years had necessarily rendered obscure, 
together with such improvements in the art itself as the 
accumulated eiperiuiici.- "I siicuc'cdim; rim^s lias enabled us 
to furnish. 

An Edition, undertaken with this view, is now attempted, 
and in a way, it is to he hoped, that may once again intro- 
duce the Authors to the acquaintance of persons of learning 
and judgment. 

All that the Editor requests, in return for the pains he 
hw taken, is, that the reader will do him the justice to 
believe that his only motives for the republication of this 
work were, a desire to perpetuate the memory of a meek, 
benevolent, pious man, and to contribute something 1 to the 
improvement of an art of which he prafeaaet himself a 

TKichmhim, April 10, 1760. 

: Notes to this edition by Professor Rennie, con- 
g chiefly of the correction of the errors of the. otigvivil 
i Natural History, ;ire marked by his initiate, 3. t\!\ 
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IZAAK WALTON. 



The excellent Lord Veraliim hu noted it as one of the 
great deficiencies of hut-rap lurid history, that it is, for the 
most part, confined ti the ;icii'iiis of kiujrs. i>rit»cen, and great 
personages, u ho are necessarily I'eu' ; while the memory of li-s.s 
conspicuous, though good men, has heen no hetter preserved 
than by vague reports and barren elogies. 

It is not, therefore, to be wondered at., if little care lias been 
taken 10 perpetuate (In ri-ii™lii;i:nr of the person who is the 
subject of the present inquiry ; and, indeed, there are many 
circumstances that seem to account (or sm-li in omission ; for 
neither was he distinguished hy his rank, or eminent for his 
learning, or remarkable for tin: performance of any public 
service ; hut as he ever affected a retired life, so was he noted 
only for an ingenious, humble, good man. 

However, to so eminent a degree did he possess the qualities 
above ascribed to him, as to iilibrd a very justifiable reason 
for endeavouring to impress upon the minds of mankind, by a 
collection of many scattered posMgei concerning him, a due 
sense of their value and importance. 

Is»*r, or, as he used to write it, Izaak Walton, was horn 
at Stafford, in the month of August, Ia9y. The Oxford 
Anliaxary, who has thus Hied the place and year of his nativity, 
has left us no memorials of his family, nor even hinted where 
or how he was educated; but has only told us, that before 
the year 1643, Walton was settled, ami followed the trade of 
— ' — , in London,* 
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ALTOK. 



From liia own writings, then, it must lie that the 
stances attending hii lift aunt, in ■ great measure, cot 
as occasions oiler, a propirr list! "ill lit- made of them: never- 
theless, a due regard mill be paid to some traditional memoirs, 
which (besides that they contain nothing improbable) the 
authority of those to whom we stand indebted for them, will 
not allow us to question. 

His first settlement in London, as a shopkeeper, was in the 
Royal Burse in Cornliill, built by Sir Thomas Gresham, and 
finished in 1507." In this situation he could scarcely be said 
to have elbow-room ; for the shops over the Burse were but 
seven feet and a. half lona, and live wide ;f yet here did he 
carry on his trade, till some time before the year 1624 -, when 
" he dwelt on the north side of Fleet Street, in a house two 
doors west of the end of Chancery Lane, and abutting on a 
messuage known by the sign of the Harrow."^; Now, the old 
timber house at the south-west corner of Chancery Lane to 
Fleet Street, till within these few years, was known by that 
sign : it is therefore beyond doubt thut Walton lived at the 
very next door, And in this bouse he is, in the deed above 
referred to, which ln;:irs date I ij'J4, said to have followed the 
trade of a linen-draper. It farther appears by that deed, 
that the house was in the joint occujiation of Isaac Walton, 
and John Mason, hosier ; whence we may conclude, tint half 
a shop whs sufficient for the business of Walton. 

A citizen of this age would almost as much disdain 
of a tenant for half his shop, as a knight would to ride double; 
though the brethren of one of the most ancient orders to the 
world were so little above this practice, that their " 
seal was the device of two riding on one horse. $ 
than gradual deviation from that parsimonious character, of 
which this is a ludicrous instance, hastened the grandeur and 
declension of that fraternity ; and it is rather to be wished 
than Imped, that the vast increase of trade of this country, 
and an aver *t from the frugal manners of our forefathers, 
may not be productive! . lar consequences to this nation 
in general. 

I conjecture, that about 1632 he married; for in that year 
1 rind him living in a house in Chancery Lane, a few door* 

• Ward's Xi/iu/SiV Thomai Gretkam, p. 12. f &*■ 

t E. vet. charts peon me. 

J The Kni^n* Templars. Aahmole's In*t..>fthe Order of the Garttr, 

R55. See the n'll st the cud of Matt. 1'irii Hist. Anulkana, edit 
HO. 



; 



; 



LIFE OF 1ZAAK WALTON. 3 

higher up. on the left hand, than the former, and described by 
the occupation o!'a sempster, or milliner. The former of these 
might be his own proper trade ; and the latter, ax being a 
feminine occupation, might probably Ik- carried on by his wife s 
she, it appears, was Anne, the daughter of Thomas Ken, of 
Furnival's Inn, and sister of Thomas, afterwards Dr Ken, 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, one of the seven that were sent to 
the Tower, and who, at the Revolution, was deprived, and 
died in retirement- Walton seems to have been as happy in 
the married state, as the society and friendship of a prudent 
and pious woman of great endowments could make him ; and 
that Mrs Walton was such a one, we may conclude from what 
will be said of her hereafter. 

About 1643 he left London, and, with a fortune very far 
short of what would now be called a competency,* seems to 
have retired altogether from business ; B t which time, (to use 
the words of Wood.) •' finding it dangerous for honest men lo 
be there, he left that city, and lived" sometimes at Stanord.f 
and elsewhere ; but mostly in the families of the eminent 
clergymen of England, of whom he was much beloved. J 

While he continued in London, his favourite recreation was 
angling 1 , to which be was the greatest proficient of his time ; 
and indeed, so great were his skill and experience in that art, 
that there is scarce any w liter uu lln- subject since his time, 
who has not made the rules and practice of Walton his very 
foundation. It is, therefore, with the greatest propriety that 
Laugboine calls him " the common father of all anglers." J 

The river that h<: seems mostly to have frequented for this 
purpose was tire Lea. which 1ms its source above Ware, in 
Hertfordshire, and Ma into the Thames a little below Black 
Wall i jj unless we will suppose thai the vicinity of the New 
Riverf to the place of bis habitation, might sometimes tempt 
him out with his friends, honest Nat. and R. Roe, whose loss 
he so pathetically mentions, »* to spend an afternoon there. 

* Sue hii Will, at the end of tie Life. 

f He lired upon a small ante near the town r.f Stafford, where, 
according to his own account, lie ■■iiffercl (luring the time of the Civil 
Wan ; having by his loyalty rendered himself obnoiious (o the persons in 

| Zinej of the English Dramatic Path, art. Cha. Cotton, Esq, 

I Sec dmp six. 

t Thlt gre.it wr.rk, the l/ntii.'ii:- Wi; from i'hirlivell nnd Amwell, in 
Hertfordshire, tn Loodon, by nicuia of the trench called the New River, w» 
completed on Michselitu day, 1613. StoWs Sumy, fill. 1U3H, p. 12- 

*' Preface to Complete Augltr. 



, r [(i62. he wm, liy death, deprived of tlie solace 
i ..."i^rt of u. .tjood will-, as appears by the following 
ii-i-iipiion in the chapel of Our Lady, in the 
tt church of Worcester : 



*.eeiiriii preucuer, 
t,*) his convert, 
n (of whom men- 
t'alton to collect 



so ranch as could dye of 

AHBTi, TI!i: WIFE OF 1Z,V-1K WALTON; 

who no* a «',.nnn ..f reiiiai k.ible Prudence, 

aud of the Primitive Piety; 

her great and gont-rnl knovFlt'dee 

luring ndomsd with such true Humility, 

and bteasuil "i r [i .■. ii t.iluwiiau Meekness, 

u made her verity of a nun memorable Monument. 

She dyed (ahw that she ia ilcid !) 

the 17th of April, 1662, Aged 52. 

Study to be like her. 

l.ivinc while in London, in the parish of St Dunstan in the 
\\ «>n, whereof Dr John Donne, dean of St Pauls, was vicar,? 
1 1, v. urn', of course, u frequent hearer of that excellent preachi 
.iii.l, at length, (as he himself expresses it, 1 " 1 "' 
Upon hi! decease in 1G31, Sir Henry Wotlon 
I km will be made hereafter) requested WaT 
tllMerials for a Life of the Doctor, which it secnis Sir Henry 
hinl undertaken to " rite | bul Sir Henry dying before he had 

i' pleled the life, Wiilton undertook it himself; and, in the year 

I (1*0, finished and published it, with a Collrction of Ike Doclor'i 
Servnau, in folio. As soon as the book came out, a complete 
copy was sent as a present to Walton, by Mr John Donne, 
the Doctor's son, afterwards Doctor of Laws ; and one of the 
dlank leaves contained his letter to Mr Walton ; the letter 
i> yet extant, and in print, | and is a handsome and grateful 
acknowledgment of the honour done to the memory of lii» 
lather. 

Doctor King, afterward Bishop of Chichester, in a letter to 
llic author, thus expresses himself concerning this Life *' " 
..lad that the general demonstration of his [Doctor Donne'i] 
worth was so fairly preserved, and represented to the world by 

■ ypm of Walton it the end of Dr Doom's Lift. 

t See Bdiqvia Wrttoninnn. octavo, IK.H5, f. U60- 

t In Peck's Daidcraia Curiam, v.], i. lih. vi. p. 24. In the rear 
171*. ihevrn- hvok, «ilh the original miirm>mnt letter, waa in the ' -" 
.,;' the I'.cv. Mi l!.ini,!A n-rtnt vi MafRrt-DrepinR, in the coi 
UanlB, 



LIFE OF IZAAK WALTON. 5 

your pen, in the history ofhis life ; imlnjil, so well, that, betide 
others, the beet critic of our later time, Mr Jolin Haiti, of 
EjIou. affirmed to me. he had not seen a life mitten with more 
idmntage to the subject, or reputation to the writer, than that 
of Doctor Donne." * 

Sir Henry Wotton dying in 1039, Walton was importuned 
by Bishop King to undertake the writing his tlie also ; and, us 
it should seem by a circumstance men tinned in tbe margin, it 
was finished about 1644. f Notwithstanding which, the ear- 
liest copy I have yet been able to meet with is that prefixed 
to a collection of Sir Henry's Hcnuom, undoubtedly made by 
Walton himself, entitled Hcliiptm- U'„tii,nhime, and by him, in 
1 65 1 , dedicated to Lady Mary Wo tt on and her three daughters ; 
though in a subsequent edition, in ItiHi, he has recommended 
them to the patronage ofa more remol 
namely, Philip, Earl of Chesterfield. 

The precepts of angling, — meaning thereby the rules and 
directions for taking tish with a hook and line, — till Walton's 
time, having hardly ever been reduced to writing, were propa- 
gated from age to age chiefly by tradition : hut Walton, whose 
benevolent and communicative temper appears in almost every 
line of his writings, unwilling to conceal from the world those 
assistances which his long prae tire and experience enabled him, 
perhaps the best of any man of his time, to give, hi the year 
1653 published, in a very ekgnut mumier, hi* Complete Angler, 
or Contemplative Man's Rccreution, in small duodecimo, 
adorned with exquisite cote of racist of the fish mentioned in 
it. The artist who engraved them haB been so modest as to 
conceal his name : hut there is great reasou to suppose they 
are the work of Lombart, who is mentioned iu the Sculptura 
of Mr Evelyn ; and also that the plates were or steel. 

And let no man imagine, that a work on such a subject must 
necessarily be un entertaining, or trifling, or even unins tractive ; 
for the cont ran "ill wnsl evidently appear, from a perusal of 
this excellent piece, wlikh, whether we consider, the elegant 
simplicity of the style, the ease and unafl'ected humour of the 
dialogue, the lovely scenes which it delineates, the enchanting 
pastoral poetry which it contains, or the line morality it so 

• Hi'liop King's Utter tu Walton Man tlie folfcuilMW of the Lives, in 
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sweetly inculcates, has hardly its fellow in any of the tnoders 
languages. 

The truth is, that there are few suhjecta so barren as not to 
aiford matter of delight, and even of instruction, if ingeniously 
treated : Montaigne has written an essay on Coachet, and 
another on Thumbs ; ami our own nation has produced many 
men, who, from a peculiar felicity in their turn of thinking, and 
manner of writing, have adorned, and even dignified, theme* 
the moBt dry and unpromising. Many would think that time 
ill employed which was spent in composing a treatiae on the 
art nf shooting in the long bow : and how few lovers of horti- 
culture would er pec t en tcrtainment from a discourse of Salad*! 
and yet the Toxophilut of Roper Ascham, and the Acetaria of 
Mr Evelyn, have been admired and commended by the be * 
judges of literature. 

But that the reader may determine for himself, how mut 
our author has contributed to the improvement of piscatoiy 
science, and how far his work may he said to be an original, it 
will be necessary for him to take a view of the state of angling 
at the time when he wrote ; and that he may be the better able 
to do this, he will consider, that, till the time of the Reforma- 
tion, although the clergy,' as well regular as secular, ot 
account of their leisure, and because the canon taw forbade them 
the use of the sanguinary recreations of hunting, hawking, and 
fowling, were the great prcfldents in angling, yet none of " 
precepts were committed to writing ; and thai, from the ti 
of the introduction nf priming imo thi> kingdom, to that of 
first publication of Witlwn's book, i" Hij.'l, an interval of m 
than one hundred and fitly years, only five books on this 
ject had been given to the world ; of the four latest, s 
mention is made in the margin ; * hut the first of that m 

■ A Booke of fishing with haokc and lint, and of all other iiutnan. 
thcreunto belonging. Another o/matdric engines ar.d trap! to tahtpc 

irhutsMvrr, mint jir.-Jit-ihi, f..r .:!/ ™vi»m, unJ lift lis Might lit 
hind of sport and pastime, made bg L. M. Ho- Loriddn, lH'JO, I, 



Aitjirovtd J. Hal wit Fruit, t 

the Lovers of Angling, by Mr John Turner, in quortt . . 

The Sterns of . I,u,lui./. .1 |.,n^,,. in tWr Umts. bv J. D. [Duron,] 
Eii). onivo, icia. Mention a mide of this bouk. In a now on ■ juuHft 
in thetMuing (liilogun: nnd 



as well on Recount of its u,uaiulness at antiquity, and because 
it is ool a little character is th- of the aire when il was written, 
deterves to be particularly distinguished. This tract, entitled 
Tin Trcatffie of Fyulitmge with m Angle, makes part of a 
book, like many others of lint I i-jrlv time, without a lille ; but 
which, by the colophon, appears to have been printed at 
Westminster, by Wynkyn de Worde, UM, in a small folio. 
eonUuain" a treatise Ua Haii/.in/i ; another, On Hunting, in 
verse, — the latter taken, as it seems, from a tract, an that 
rabject, written by old Sir Tristram, an ancient forester, cited 
in the Foreit Latet of Manwood, chap, iv. in sundry places ; a 
book wherein is determined the Li/gnage of Cute Armurei; the 
above mentioned treatise Ufji-Jiin« . and the method of i?/Myii£f 
of Attmtt. 

The book printed by Wynkyn de Worde is. b truth, a 
republication of one known to the curious by the name of the 
Book cf St Albans, it appearing by the colophon to have been 
printed there, in 146(i, and, as it seems, with C'aiton's letter.* 
Wynkyn de Worde's impression has the addition of the treatise 
Off Fishing ,- of which only it concerns in to speak. 

The several tracts contained in the above mentioned two 
impressions of the same book, were compiled by Dame Julyans 
(or Juliana) Beruers, Denies, or Barnes, prioress of the 
nunnery of Sopwell, near St Alban's ; a lady of a noble family, 
and celebrated for her learning and accomplishments, by 
Leland, Bale, Pit3, Bishop Tanner, and otlien. And the 
reason for her publishing il, in the manner it appears in, she 
gives us to the following words : — " And for by cause that 
this present treetyse sholde tint come to the hondys of eche 
ydle pereone whyehc woldc de-ire it, yf it were enprynted 
allone by itself and put in a lytyll pkunflet ; therefore I have 
cuiiipylyd It in a KMter uolume, of dyuerse bokys concernynge 
to gentyll and noble men, to the enteut that the foreayd ydle 
» wbyche eholde haue but lytyll mesure in the sayd 



1656, by the well lmi.wn Oi -vii.- Mjil,t,;im, m put of ha Corm/rv Con- 
ItntmnUt, or Bui\«mdfnant Rtcrtatiam, una he confcws, that the 
lulnuncc of hi> boi>k wu origiulfy in rhyme. Of Mirkh&oia bonk, a 
fpedmen ii given in chip. i. 

Barktr'i Arl 01 ■ ;■ ! "m,. in 1651, and again in4to. in 

1613. A thirrl Rlitinu v..- |„,i.l::|i,-! i,i I6M. under llir title of Barter 1 ! 
IMhlhi.arlht .lrt„f.l,i-i!„.„. f.T.in i, L 'i>aat ofthiibookind itsauthor, 
,-iiJc iiifri. — J. S. H. 

• Vide BiagrttjAita Ttrilannira, art. Canton, note L. wherein the 
mflwTi Mr Oldys, hi- given a copious ai- count of the book, and i 
of the lady oho compiled it, 
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iiy sports oftysshy-nge, sholde not by this meane utterly dys- 

And as to the treatise itself, it must be deemed a great 
typographical curiosit*-, as well for the wooden sculpture 
which in the original iuiuti:diiit<:ly follows the title, as for the 
orthography and it.' 1 character in which it is printed. And, 
with respect to the subject matter thereof, it begins, — With a 
comparison of fishing with the diversions of hunting-, hawking, 
and fowling, — which, the authoress shews, are attended with 
trreat inconvenient ir- ami tli_-;apj".>iiitineiLls; whereas in fishing, 
if his sport fail him, " the angler," says she, " atte the leest, 
hath his holsom waits, and mery at his ease, a swete ay re of 
the swete sauoure of the niede floures, that makyth him 
hungry ; he hereth the melodyous armony of fowles ; he seeth 
the yonge swannes, heerone, duckea, cotes, and many other 
fowles, wyth tlii.Tr brinks ; wliyehe me semyth better than 
alle the noyse of houndvs, the blastes of hornyi, and the 
serye of foulis, that hunters, fawkeners, and fowlers can mate. 
And if the angler take fysslu; ; surely, thenne, is there doo 
man merier than he is in his spyryte." 

At the beginning of tin: '.liriT.iiuus, '" How the angler is to 
make his harnays, or tackle," he is thus instructed to provide 
a rod : " And how ye shall make your rodde eraftly, here 1 
shall teche you. Yc shall kytte betweene Myghelmas and 
Cat uly I mas, a fayr staffe, of a fadom and an lialfe longe, and 
arme-grete, of hasyll, wyllowe, or aspe i and bethe hym in an 
bote ouyn, and sette him euyn j thenne, lete hym eole and 
drye a moneth. Tate thenne and frette* hym faste with ■ 
eoeteshote corde ; and bynde hym to a four me, or an euyn 
iquare grete tree. Take, thenne, a plummer's wire, that a 
euen and Etreyte, and sharpe at the one ende ; and hete the 
sharpe ende in a charcole fyre till it be whyte, and brenne the 
staffe therwyth thorugh, euer streyte in the pythe at both* 
endes, till they mete : and aiicr th-il brmnt' Ijim in the nether 
end myth a byrde brochef and with other broches, eche 

Igretter than other, and euer the grettcst the laste ; so that ye 
mate your hole, aye, tapre were. Thenne lete hym lye sty II, 
and kele two daves; unfrettej hym thenne, and lete hym 
drj ■ 
thf 



drye in an hous roof, in the smoke, till he be thrugh drye. 
" antlbel 



mi, tate a fayr yerde of green liasyil, and bethe 






him euen avid streyghle, and lete it drye uitli the jiiffc; and 
whan they ben drve, make ihc yerde mete untg the hole in 
the rtaffe, unto halfe the length of the statf'e ; and to perfourme 
thai other half of the etopne, — take a fayr shote of blacke 
ihorxm, erabbe tree, medeler, or of jenyjirc, kytti- in the same 
leaion, and well bothyd and slreyghtc, and frette theym 
togyder fetely, aoo that the croppe muyc justly entre all into 
the sayd hole ; tlienne shuue your si,it!e, ami make him tapre 



; then vyrell the ataffe at hot he endca with long honia 
ofyren, or laton, in the clenneit wise, wyth a pyke at the 
nether ende, fastynd with a rennynge vyee, t. 



your cropp* ; thenue set your croppe an handfull within the 
ouer ende of your staff'e, in suche wise that it he as bigge 
there as in ony other place about ; thenne arine your croppe 
at the ouer ende, dWne to the frette, wyth a lync of vj beetea, 
and dubbe the lync, and fretle it fasti; in the toppe wyth a 
ho we to fasten on your lyne ; and thus shall ye make you a 
rodde so prevy, that you may walke tberwyth ; and there shall 
noo man wyte where abowte ye goo." 

Speaking of the Barbel, she says : " The Batbyll is a 
ewete fysahe; but it is a quasy mete, ami a perylloua for 
mannys body. For, comynly, he yeuyth as introduiiou to the 
febres : and yf he be eten rawe, he may be cause of mannys 
dethe, whyche hath oft be seen." And of the Carp, " that it 
is a deyntous fysshe, hut there ben but fewe in Englonde. 
And therefore I wryte the lasse of hym. He ia an euyll 
fysshe lo take. For he is so stronge enarmyd in the roouthe. 



: lytyllkm 



that there inaye noo weke hnrnays hold hym. 

■ And as touchynge hia baytes, 1 have but 
of it. And rac wereloth to wryte more than I knowe and have 
prouyd. But well I wote, that the rediie worrae and the 
menow ben good baytes for hym at all tymea. as I have herde 
saye of persones credyble, and also i'ounde wryten in bake* of 
credence." 

For taking the Pike, this lady directs her readers in the 
following terms, fix. ; — 

", Take a codlynge hoke; and take a Roche, or a fresshe 
Heetyng ; and a wyre with an hole in the ende, and put it in 
at the mouth, and out at the taylle, downe by the ridge of 
the fresshe Heeryng -, and thenne put the lyne of your hoke 
in after, and drawe the'hoke into the cheke of the fresshe 
Herrying ; then put a plumbe of lede upon your lyne a yerde 
iya waye t " 



I 



10 LIFE OF IZAAK WALTON, 

beste and moost surest crafte of takynge the Pyke. Another 
manere takynge of hym there is ; take a froaslie," and put h 
on your hoke, at the necki=, bet.wene the skynne and the body, 
on the backe half, and put on a flote a yerde therefro, and 
caate it where the Pykc h&untyth, and ye shall haue him. 
Another mauere : Tuk'e the same bayte, and put it in asafetida, 
and caste it in the water wyth a corde and a corke, and ye 
shall not fayl of hyni. And yf ye lyst lo hauc a good sporte, 
thenne tye the corde to a gose fote ; and ye shall se gode 
halynge, whether the gose or the Pyke shall haue the better.'' 
The directions for making flics, contained in this book, are, 
as one would expect, very inartificial : we shall therefore only 
add, that the authoress advises the angler to be provided with 
twelve different sorts ; between which and Walton's twelve.f 
the difference is so very small, a3 well in the order a - " 
manner of describing them, that there cannot remain the 
doubt but he had seen, and attentively perused this ancient 

The book concludes with some general c 
which are these that follow ; which at least serve to shew how 
lone; angling has been looked on as an auxiliary t< 
plation. 

" Also ye shall not use this forsayd crafty dysporte, for no 
couetysenes, to the encreasynge and sp 
oonly i but piyncypaliy for your a 
helthe of your i>ody, and specyally of your soule -. for whanne 
ye purpoos to goo on your dy sport es in fvEshviige, yewoll not 
desyre gretly many persons wyth you, whyche myghte lette 
you of your game. And thenne ye may scrue God, deuowtly, 
in sayenge affectuously youre fustumahle prayer; and, thus 
dafDMi ye shall eschewe and voyde many vices." 

^nt to return to the lust mentioned work of our author. 
The C'implttc Angler: it came into the world attended with 
Encomiastic Verses by several writers of that day ; J and had 
in the title-page, though Walton thought proper to omit it in 
the future editions, this apposite motto : 

" Simon Peter said, I go a fishing; and they said, We also 

irr. tvi'h ihjii* " .frjtn vrl H 



spannge 



■olvnn 



will go with thee." Join, 

And here occasion is given 
of time, and the distracted sta 

• Orfrojr. HMm'l Oirf.'nr 



> remark, that the circumstance 
: of the kingdom at the period 
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when the book was wriit™, reitcliini;, indeeri, to the publication 
of tlit- third edition thereuf, are evidences of the author'* 
inward temper and disposition ; for who, but a man whose 
mind was the habitation of piety, prurience, humility, peace, 
and cheerfulness, could delineate such a character tu that of 
the principal interlocutor in this dialogue; and make him 
reason, contemplate, instruct, converse, jest, sine, and recite 
verses, with that sober pleasantry, that unlieentious hilarity, 
that Piscator does ; and this, too, at a time when the whole 
kingdom was in arms ; ami confusion and desolation were 
carried to an extreme sufficient to have excited such a resent- 
ment against the authors of them, as might have soured the 
best temper, and rendered it, in no small degree, unfit for 
social intercourse ? 

If it should be objected, that what is here said may be 
equally true of an indolent man, or of a mind insensible to 
all outward accidents, and devoted to its own ease and gratifi- 
cation, — to this it may be answered, that the person here 
spoken of was not such a man : on the contrary, in sundry 
views of his character, tie appears to have been endowed both 
with activity and industry ; an industrious tradesman ; indus- 
trious in collecting biographical memoirs and historical facts, 
and in rescuing from oblivion tbt; memory and writings of 
many of his learned friends i and surety, against the suspicion 
of insensibility he must stand acquitted, who appears to 
have had the strongest attachments that could consist with 
Christian charity, both to opinions and men j to episcopacy, 
to the doctrines, discipline, and the liturgy of the established 
church ; and to those divines and others that favoured the 
civil and ecclesiastical (.'institution of this country, — the sub- 
version whereof it was his misfortune both to see and feel. 
Seeing, therefore, that amidst the public calamities, and in a 
state of exile from that city where the earliest and dearest of 
his connections bad been formed, he was thus capable of 
enjoying himself in the manner he appears to have done ; 
patiently submitting to those evils which he could not prevent, 
— we must pronounce him to have been an illustrious 
exemplar of the private and social virtues, and, upon the whole, 
a wise and good man. 

To these remarks, respecting the moral qualities of Walton, 
I add, that his mental endowments were so considerable as to 
merit notice. It is true, that hit slock of learning, properly so 
called, was not great ; yet were his attainments in literature 
far beyond what could be expected from a man bred to trade. 
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and not to a learned profession ; for let it be 
that, besides being- well -versed in the study of the Hoi 
Scriptures, and the writings of the most eminent divines 
his time, he appears to have been well acclaimed with hi:'-- 
ecclesiastical, civil, and natural j to have acquired a 






intilli^ilik', and elegant, as to have had more admirers thi 



And although in the prosecution of his desig-n to teach th 
contemplative man the art of angling, there is a plainness am) 
simplicity of discourse, thai judical .■->< little mure than tare 
instruction, yet is there intermingled with it wit and gentk 
reprehension ; and we may in sonic instances discover, that 
though he professes himself no friend to scoffing, he knew 
very well how to deal with scoffers, and to delend his art, u 
we see he does, against such as attempted to degrade it , 
and particularly against those two persons in the dialogic, 
Auceps and Venator, who affected to fear a long and watery 
discourse in defence of his art, — the former of whom he puti 
to silence, and the other he converts and takes for his pupil. 

What reception in general the book met with may be 
naturally inferred from the dates of the subsequent edition* 
thereof; the second came abroad in 1655, the third in 166 
the fourth in 1668, and the fifth and last in 1870. It 
pleasing to trace the several variations which the author irai 
time to time made in these subsequent editions, as well b 
adding new fads and discoveries, aB by enlarging on tr* 
more entertaining parts of the dialogue; and so far did be 
indulge himself in this method of improvement, that, beside* 
that in the second edition he has introduced a new interlocutor, 
to wit, Auceps, a falconer, and by that addition gives a new 
form to the dialogue ; he Tram thence takes occasion to urge 
a variety of reasons in favour of his art, and to assert its 

Cference as well to hawking as hunting. The third ant 
rth editions of his book have several entire new chapters 
and the filth, the lust of the editions published in big liteiiuu 
contains no less than eight chapters more than the first, am 
twenty pages more than the fourth. 

Not having the advantage of a learned education, it n _, 
seem uuoccouiiUilile thai Walton so frequently cites author* 
that have written only in Latin, as Gesner, Cardan, Aldro- 
vandu), Ronuclctius, and even Albertus Magnus ; but here i 
may be observed, that the voluminous history of animals, o 
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which the first of these was author, is in effect translated int.. 
Enfi-lish by Mr Edward Topsel, a learned divine, chaplain, as 
it seems, in the church of St Botolph, Alderegate, to Dr Neile, 
dean of Westminster. The translation mi published in 1058, 
iuiif. containing in it nnmberleM particulars concerning frogs, 
serpents, caterpillars, and other animals, though not of fish, 
earacted from the other writers above named, and others with 
their names to the respective facts, it furnished Walton with a 
(Treat variety of intelligence, of which, in the later editions of 
his book, he has carefully availed himself; it was therefore 
through the medium of this translation alone that he was 
enabled to cite th.: i.ili.T :uit!jiirs mentioned above ; vouching 
the authority of the original writers, in like manner as he else- 
where does Sir Francis Bacon, whenever occasion occurs to 
mention his Natural Hulory, or any other of his works. 
Pliny was translated to his hand by Dr Philemon Holland, as 
were also Janus Dubravius Dc Piirinu ei Piirium Natura, 
and Lebault's Maaon Rustiquc, so often referred to by him in 
the course of his work. 

Nor did the reputation of the Complete Angler subsist only 
in the opinions of those for whose use it was more peculiarly 
calculated ; hut even Ihe learned, either from the known cha- 
racter of the author, or those internal evidences of judgment 
and veracity contained in it, considered it as a work of merit ; 
and for various purposes referred to its authority, Doctor 
Thomas Fuller, in Ins IVurthiet, whenever he has occasion to 
speak of fish, uses his very words. Dr Plot, in his Hillary of 
Staffordshire, has. on the authority of our author, related two 
.jf the instances ot the voracity of the pike, mentioned part i. 
chap viii. ; and confirmed them by two other signal ones, that 
had then lately fallen out in that county. 

These are testimonies in favour of Walton's authority in 
matters respecting fish and fishing ; and it will hardly be 
thought a diminution of that of Fuller, to say, that he was 
acquainted with, antl a friend of, the person whom he thus 
implicitly commends,— a tact which the following relation of a 
conference between them sufficiently proves: 

Fuller, as we all know, wrote a Church Hutory, which, soon 
after its publication, Walton having read, applied to the 
author for some information liunliiu;,' (looker, whose life 
he was then about In write. Upon this occasion Fuller 
knowing bow intimate Walton was with several of the bishops 
and ancient clergy. w~\.\-C\ hi- opinion of it, and what reception 
it met with among his friends? Walton answered, that " he 
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thought it would be acceptable to all tempm, because there 
were shades in it for the warm, and sunshine for those of l 
cold constitution ; that with youthful readers, the facetious 
parts would be proper to make the serious more palatable, 
while some reverend old readers might fancy themselves, in 
his History of the Church, as in a flower garden, or one full of 
evergreens."—" Arid why not," said Fuller, "the Church History 
so decked, as well as the Church itself at a most holy season, 
or the Tabernacle of old at the feast of boughs ?"— " That was 
but for a season," said Walton ; "in your feast of boughs, they 
may conceive, we are so overshadowed throughout, that the 
parson is more seen than his congregation, — and this, some- 
times, invisible to its own acquaintance, who may wander in 
the search till they are lost in the labyrinth."—" Oh 1" said 
Fuller, "the very children of our Israel may find their way out 
of this wilderness," — * True," replied Walton, " as, indeed, they 
have here such a Moses to conduct them."" 

To pursue the subject of the biographical writings : About 
two years after the l{rrsior,uion, \Vnlinu wrote the Life of Mr 
Richard Honker, author of the Ecclesiastical Polity. He was 
enjoined to undertake this work by his friend Dr Gilbert 
Sheldon, -j- afterward archbishop of Canterbury, who, by the 
way, was an angler. Bishop King, in a letter to the author,} 
says of this life, " 1 have often seen Mr Hooker with my father, 
who was after bishop of London ; from whom, and others at 
that time, I have heard most of the material passages which 
you relate in the history of his life." Sir William Dugdale. 
speaking of the three posthumous books of the Ecclesiastical 
Po/i'ty, refers the render "to that seasonable historical discourse, 
lately compiled and published, with great judgment and 
integrity, by that modi deserving person, Mr Isaac Wulton."$ 

The Life of Mr George Herbert, as it stands the fourth and 
last in the volume, wherein that, and the three former are 
collected, seems to have been written the next after Hooker's 



E »iyin K s, stones, rhiTicten, 
11- IliHi. I.v Cliarlra Cult™. 
Hslif.ii, Vide Biographia 



( Walton's Epiitltto thi Itraiier o/rtc I,im, in Svo. 1670. 

| Ii.-r.irc the Li .■.■-. 

5 Short Vine of the late Troubles ■"=. England, folio, 1«S1, i 
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it was first published in duodecimo, 1670. Walton professes 
ive been a stranger as to the person of Herbert ;• 
and though he assures us his life of him was a freewill offeJ- 
in/.vf it abounds with carious information, and is no way 
inferior to any of the former. 

Two of these Lives, viz. those of Ilvtikrr. and Herbert, we 
re lold, were written under the roof of W niton's pood friend 



" after his quitting London, he lived mostly in the families of 
the eminent clergy at that time." Zoueh says, that apartments 
for Walton anil his daughters were reserved both in the bouse 
of the Bishop of Winchester, and in that of the bishop of 
Salisbury. And who that considers the iiiijfiensiveness ot his 
manners, and tlie pains he took in celebrating the lives and 
actions of good men, can doubt his being much beloved by 
them? 

In the year lG7fJ, these Llvct were collected and published in 
octavo, with a Deitiriifhit I" tin: above bishop of Winchester, 
and a Preface, containing the motives for writing them : 
this preface is followed by a Copy of Vcnei, by his intimate 
friend and adopted son, Charles Cotton, of Beresford, in 
Staffordshire, esq. the author of the Second Part of the 
Complete Angler, of whom farther mention will hereafter be 
made ; and by the Letter from Bishop King, so often referred 
to in the course of his life. 

The Complete Analif having. in the space of twenty-three 
years, gone through four editions, Walton, in the year 167(i, 
and in the eighty-third of his age, was preparing a fifth, with 
additions, for the. press ; when Mr Cotton unite a second part 
of that work. It seems Mr Cotton submitted the manuscript, 
to Walton's perusal, who returned it with his approbation, $ 
and a few marginal strictures ; and in that year they came 
abroad together. Mr Cotton's book had the title of the 
Complete Angler, being Inttntctiont how to angle for a Trout 
or Grayling hi a clear stream. Part II.; and it has ever 
since been received as a Second Part of Walton's hook. In 
the title-page is a cipher composed of the initial letters o. 
both their names ; which cipher, Mr Cotton tells ns, he had 
caused to be cut in stone, and set up over a fishing house, 

• Introduction to Herbert'* Life. 

t Epiih t<> the II. ■„,!, ,■,.;■(/,-, L'ulkctimaf Lisa. 

i Dedication of the Liurs. 

iv \\ jl-.un's Letter to Cotton, befgre the Second Part. 
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that he had erected near hi? dwelling, on the bank of the 
little river Dove, which divides the counties of Stafford and 

Mr Cotton's book is a judicious supplement (o Walton's; 
for it must not be concealed, that W si tun, though he was so 
expert an angler, knew hut little of llj -fishing ; and indeed he 
ia so ingenuous as to confess, that the greater part of « hi 
he has said on that subject was communicated to him by M 
Thomas Barker, and not the result of his own experience. 
This Mr Barker was a good-humoured, gossiping- old rain, 
and seems to have been a cook; for he says, "he had bees 
admitted into most of the embassadors' km hens, that had come 
to England for forty years, and dressed fish for them ; foe 
which," he says, "he was duly paid by the Lord Protector."* 
tie spent a great deal of time, anil, it seems, money too, ia 
fishing; and in the latter part of his life, dwelt in an alms- 
house, near the Gatehouse, Westminster, In 1(151, twoyeui 
before the first publication of Walton's work, he published a 
work in duodecimo, called the An^f Anztinti, to which he affixed 
his name t y he published, in 1 653, a second edition, in quarto, 
under the same tklc, but without his name : and in 1659, he 
published the third edition of it, under the enlarged title of 
Barker's Delight, or the Art of Angling : and for that singular 



it is. The Dedication of this performance to Edward Lord 
Montague, general of the navy, is given in the margin :J and 

• Barker's Delight, p. SO. 

f Walton, in the first edition, page 1IW, says " 1 will tell you 
I find Mr Thomas l!.irkn. :i itMiil.'innn that has spent much rir 
money in angling, ileal su judkiout umi In.-ly in i linh luwk "i 
angling, and cspetially of making and angling with a fly for a front, ,.-.. 

I will irive yon Lis very itirirliiiii-. wtiln.iil Ii v:.n.im,.ii. wliieh (hill 

follow." In his fifth edition, hf again mentions the eve which he hod 
made of Barker • bonk, but. in diffeieut wnnli.; " I shall give tome olhet 
directions for fly-fishing, Such u are given by Mr Thomas Barker, i 
gentleman that hath spent much time in fishing ; but I shall do it with 
i little variation." 

( " lluble Lord ! I do present thii my book u 1 have named it, 
Barker'i Delight, to yourTiouour. I pray God lend you sale home la 
your good lady' atitl sweet babes. Amen, Amen. If you ahill find any 
thing delightful in the reading of it, ] shall heartily rejoice ; for 1 know 

youareooiwhutakesdeliiilii ■■ i jurfgmentwid 

experience, aa many noble pernio" and gentlemen of true pi My and. honour 
do and have. The favour that I have found from you, anil i great many 
more, that did and do love that pleasure, shall never be buried in oblivion 
by me, I am now grown old, and am willing to enlarge my little book. 



•em edition. 

And nf Cotton it must lie said, that living in a country 
where fly-fishing- was and is almost the only practice, lie had 
not only the means of acquiring, Iiut ui-tiinlk possessed more 
skill in the art, as also in the method tif making flies, than 

His book is, in fact, a continual inn <if Walton 1 *, not only as 
it teaches at large that branch of the art ol' angling -which 
Walton had but slightly treated on, but as it takes up Vena/or, 
Walton's piscatory disciple, just where his master had left 
him ; and this connection between the two part* "ill be 
clearly seen, when it is remarked, that the traveller whom 
Cotton invites to his house, and so hospitably entertains, and 
abo instructs in the art of Hy-fishing, — I say this traveller, 
and Venator, the pupil of Walton, coiue out to be one and the 
same person. 

Not farther to anticipate whnt will be found in the Second 
Part, it shall here suffice to say, that there is great spirit in 
the dialogue ; and that the same conversable, C 



■etforththe true ground d .■.,.: ■ n Catherine theae 

tireeocore years, having spent many pounds 10 the gaining uf it, Ha is 
»ell known in the place where 1 was hum ami c:;-u-.:icJ, which isBracs- 
meiie, id the liberty eh Balnpj bring a freeman opd burgess of the same 
city. If any noble or gentle angler, of what degree suever he be, have a 
mind to discoot*e of any of these wavs anil experiments, 1 Live in Henry 
the Seventh's Gifts, lite next door to the Gatehouse in Weitminster,_my 
name is liarker, — where 1 shall be ready, ss long .<- please Ood, to satisfy 
them and maintain my art during life, which is not like to be Jong ; that 
the younger fry mav have mv t-3s jji-ri iiii=u rs- ,i! a -in tiler charge than I had 
il<! he ion h.'.Lvy i',,r i-vrry one thai hivcth that ciercise, 
- V it the charge as I was at first in my youth, the loss of to" ' ! — 



it be understood, anil m 



et forth il-.e I,- 



oudu 



..ltl„.. r. 



rtxtions for the making 
or thegrnnnd bait- :.i:.l 
flies, both for day and night, with the dreeing ; "herein 1 take as much 
rlflligbt aa in 'he t ■;..:. new how 1 can perform it, to 

furqiah my lord's table only with trout* a» it is furnished with flesh, for 
sixteen or twenty dishea. And I have n d.-ire In preserve their health, 
(with the help of God,) to go dry t:i ilieii- tpxHi and shoe-* in angling j • 
far age tukcth the pleasure from me." 
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temper appears in it, that so eminently distinguish 

The desctinlion of Flies, with the materials fot, and dif- 
ferent methods of, making llicm, tlnnigh they may admit uf 
some improvement — and accordingly the reader will meet with 
several valuable ones in the notes on the chapter of artificial 
flies — are indisputably the most exact and copious of all tint 
have ever yet been published. 

At the end of the Second Hart, though in this edition it has 
been thought proper to transpose them, are [were] some verses 
of Cotton's writing, which he calk The Retirement, or Steals 
Irrc^ukcrt. Of (hem, and also of the book, take this cbamc- 
ter irom Langbaiue : " This book is not unworthy of the 
perusal of the gravest men that are lovers of this innocent 
recreation ; and those who are not anglers, but have a taste 
for poetry, may find Mr Cotton's character better described by 
himself, in a copy of verses printed at the end of that book, 
called The Retirement, than any I might present the reader 
from Colonel Lovelace, Sir Aston Cockaine, Robert Herrkk, 
Esq. or Mr Alexander Bronte ; all which have writ verses in 
uur author's praise ; but, in my poor judgment, far short of 
these Slanxei Irreguliers." * In short, these books contain u 
great number of excellent rules and valuable discoveries ; and 
it may, with truth, be said, that few have ever perused them, 
but have, unless it was their own fault, found themselves not 
only better anglers, but better men. 

A book which had been published by Col. Robert Venabies, 
some years before, -f- called (!..: Kjprrii mnt Angler, Or Aught 
Improved, which has its merit, was also now reprinted ; and 
the booksellers prefixed to it a title of the Univertal Angler. 
under which they sometimes sold the three bound together ; 
but die book being written in a manner very different from 
that of the Complete Angler, it was not thought proper to let 
it accompany the present edition ; however, some use hu 
been made of it in the notes. It has a preface signed L W. 
undoubtedly of Walton's writing. 

Aud here it may not be amiss to remark, that between the 
Is of the CVjhi/j/, ■,'(.' Aitijtrr iIhtl- is an obvious difference; 
;r [Part,] though it abounds in descriptions of a wild 
and romantic country, and I'xemplilic* thi-: iiilfrcinirsi' •<< 
hospitable urbanity, is of a didactic form, and contains in it 
more of instruction in the art it professes to teach, than of 

• liter nftht Enaliih Dramatic Patli, art. Clurka Cotton, E*q. 

tin urn 
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moral reflection : whereas tlie former. besides the pastoral 
simplicity that distinguishes it, is replete with sentiments that 
edify, and precepts [hat rceomuienil, in the must persuasive 
manner, the practice of religion, and thi; exercise of patience, 
humility, contentedncss, and other moral virtues. In this 
view of it, the book might he said to be the only one of the 
kind, but that I find somewhat like an imitation of it ettant in 
1 tract entitled Angling improved to Spiritual Ulct, part of an 
octavo volume written l>y thai eminent person the Honourable 
Robert Boyle, an angler, us himself confesses, and published 

in 1605, with this title ; " ( h -.-.i>i il Ki-tli'i-tium upon several 

Subjects ; whereto is premised a Discourse about such Kind 
of Thoughts." 

Great names are entitled to great respect. The character 
of Mr Boyle, as a devout Christian nnd deep philosopher, is 
deservedly in high estimation ; ami n comparison between hii 
Reflections and those of Walton might seem an invidious 
labour. But see the irresistible impulse of wit! the book 
here referred to was written in the very younger years of the 
author : and Swift, who had but little learning himself, and 
was better skilled in party politics than in mathematics or 
physics, respected no man i'or his proficiency in either, and 
accordingly has not spared to turn the whole of it into 
ridicule.* 

Walton was now in his eighty-third year, — an age which, to 
use his own words, "might have procured him a writ of ease.f 
and secured him from all farther trouble in that kind ;" when 
he undertook to write the Life of Doctor Robert Sanderson, 
Bishop of Lincoln ■. if which was published, together with 
several of the bishop's pieces, and a sermon of Hooker's, in 
octavo, lb'77. 

Such were the persons whose virtues Walton was so laudably 
employed in celebrating ; and surely he has done but justice 
in saying that '■ These were leiiiu arable men iu their genera- 
tions." — Ecclut. iliv. 7.£ And yet, bo far was he from 
arrogating to himself any merit in this his labour, tnat in the 
instance of Dr Donne's Life, he eoiupitrea himself to Pompey's 

• See hi. Meditation nn a Broomstick. 

t A discharge from thr nffiire uf a juilj-e, or the ttatc nnd inrree of a 
■ojeiot-at'law. DugJalSf tlniiiam .ht>-ut,,'ud.s. 139. That good 
min *nri learned jiidirr. Sir i;,iiv»[ t.'rniv. I, id nlininijd it sometime 
before the writing of Sonrfe™™'i Life.— Lift ,.f .Sir f.Wje Crake, in 
the Preface to hi* Jlepartt, vol. iii. 

| Seethe letter from Itubop Barlow to Wjkou, at the end oCSarufcrMM'j 
Lift. 

5 llotto to the Collection ofZwct. 
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bondman, who beiiitr found on the sea-shore, gathering up the 
scattered fragments of an old broken boat, in order to burn 
the body of his dead master, was asked, " Who art thou thai 
prepareat the funerals of Pompey the Great ?" hoping, as be 
says, that if a like question should be put to him, it would be 
though! to have in it more of wonder than disdain. 

The above passage in Scripture, assumed by Walton 
motto to the Eoltet&m <>f Libei, may, with equal propriety, be 
applied to most of his friends and intimates ; who were men 
ol such distinguished characters for learning and piety, and so 
many in number * that it is matter of wonder by what means 
a mun in his station could obtain admittance among so illus- 
trious a society ; unless we will suppose, as doubtless was the 
case, that his integrity and amiable disposition attracted the 
notice, and conciliated the affections of all with whom he had 

It is olwervable, that not only these, but the rest of Walton' 
friends, were eminent royalists ; and that he himself was in 
great repute for his attachment to the royal cause, will appear 
by the relation taken from Ashniole'y Hhlnrii of the Order of 
the Garter, p. 22b ; "here the author, speaking of the ensigns 
of the order, says, " Nor will it be unfitly here remembered, by 
what good fortune the present sovereign's Lesser George, set 
with fair diamonds, was preserved after the defeat given to the 
Scotch forces at Worcester, ann. 4 Car. II, Among the rest 
liis attendants then dispersed. ( "olmu-l lllnyue was one ! 



lii-nrge to secure. Within u ueek idler, Mr Barlow 
carried it to Robert Milliard, E-'[. ; lie being then a pi 

10 the Parliament, in the garrison i.f Stafford ; and by hi* 

was it happily preserved and restored - for, not long after, he 
delivered it to Mr Isaac Walton (a man well known, and «i 
well beloved of all good men ; and «ill be better known to 
posterity, by his ingenious pen, in the Live* of Dr Donne. So 
Henry Wotton, Mr liichoiit Hmikrr, and Mr George Herbert,) 
to be given to Colonel Blague, then a prisoner in the Tower; 
who, considering it had already passed 60 many dangers, was 
persuaded it could yet secure one hazardous attempt of his 

* In the number of his intimate friends, we find Archhishnp Usher. 
Arch hi «li up Sheldon, Bishop Mori™, Bishop Kjnj;, BiiL.ip Barlow, Dr 
Fuller, Dr Price, Dr Woodford, Di Fatly, Dr Hold, worth, Dr Huuraond. 
Sir Edward Sandys, Sir Edward ISvsh, .Mr Cranmer, Mr Chillingworth. 
Michael Drayton, and that celebrated scholar and critic, Mr John Hal* 



own ; and thereupon, leaving 1 the Tower without leave-takine, 
hasted the presentation of it to the present sovereign's hand."* 

The religious opinions of good men are of little importance 
to others, any farther than tlir'v necessarily conduce to virtuous 
practice i since we see, that a* well the different persuasions 
of Papist and Protesiant, as the several no less differing 
parlies into which the Reformed Religion i- unhappily sub- 
divided, have produced men i.jiiliIIv remarkable lor tln-ir 
endowments, sincere in their [missions, and eiemplary in 
their lives : + but were it neecssury, after what has been 
above leiuurked of him, to he particular on this head, with 
respect to our author we should say, that he was a very dutiful 
ton of the Church of England ; nay, farther, that he was a 
friend to a hierarchy, or, as we should now call such a one, a 
high churchman ; for which propensity of his, if it needs an 
apology, it may be said, that he had lived to see hypocrisy 
and fanaticism triumph in the subversion of both our eccle- 
siastical and civil constitution J tin: important question of 
toleration had not been discussed ; the estent of regal pre. 
rogative, and the hounds of civil and religious liberty, had 
never been ascertained ; and he, like many other good men, 
might look on the interests of the church, and those of religion, 
as inseparable. 

Besides the works of Walton above -mentioned, there are 
etlant of his writing, Verse/ on. the Death of Dr Donne, 
beginning 1 , ' Our Donne is dead ; ' Vertti to hii reverend friend 



1046' i and before Shirley's Poena, octavo. 1640, — and before 
Cartwright's Play and Poena, 1651. He wrote also the 
following Lines under an engraving of Dr Donne, before his 
Poems, published in 103a. 



This uns— for youth, strength, i 
Must count their golden age ; § bi 
Thine waa thy Inter yen*, to miii 
From youth 1 * dtosa, mirth, anil W 



... ti.y r 



■ S« also Dr Plntt's Slaffurdthin, 311. 

t If the intelligent reader doub>> tl.f- trulh of this position, let hi 
reflect on, nnd CDDUn nitli eocli other, the characters of Hooker, FjiiIi 
PfliiI, and Mr Richard Muter. 

[ Vide intra, the sigoaiuru to the lerand eupy of Conimettda/ory Verb 
mil chip. v. note. 

§ Alluding to hit aje, vis. eighteen, when the picture was painied fr L 
which the print wis lalro. 
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Thought (like the angels) nothing but the praise 

(.11 tlii- ('.!<■ itur, in tli. — t- l.i-:. Iki.E il.iv>. 
Witness this bunk (thv emblem) which begins 
With love ; but ends with tigbj and mn fur sini. 

Dr Henry King-, bishop of Chichester, in a letter to Walton, 
dated in November, 1664, and in which is contained the judg- 
ment (herein before inserted) of Holes of Eaton, on the Lift 
of Dr Donne, Bays, that Walton had, in the Life of Hooker, 
given a more short and significant account or the character 
of this time, ami ulso of Archbishop Whitgift, than he hid 
received from any other pen, and that he had also done much 
for Sir Henry Savile, his contemporary and familiar Mend ; 
which fact does very well connect with what the late Mr Dei 
Mtuzeaux some years since related to a gentleman now 
deceased,* from whom myself had it, viz. that there wi 
then several letters of Walton extant, in the Ashmoli 
Museum, relating to a. Life of -Sir Henri/ Sarnie, which Walton 
had entertained thoughts of writing. 

I also find that he undertook to collect materials for a Lift 
of Ha/ei. h seems that Mr Anthony Faningdon, n ' ' 
hi Mary Magdalen, Milk Street, London, had begin 
the Life of this memorable person ; but dying before he bad 






completed it, his papers were sent to Walton, with a request 
from Mr Fulman.f who had proposed to himself to continue 
and finish it, that Walton would furnish him with such infor- 
mation as was to his purpose. Mr Fulman did not live to 
complete bis design : but a Life of Mr Hales, from other 

muterials, was npiled by the kite Mr Des MaUeaux, and 

published by him in 1719, as a specimen of a new Biographical 
Diction aiy. 

A Letter of Walton, to Marriot, his bookseller, upon t 
occasion, was sent me by the lute Rev. Dr Birch, soon af 
Um? pnlilieiitiuii of my Ihsl edition of the f.'miijtlete Angler, 
rnntaiuing the above Facts ; to which the doctor added, that 

■ William Oldy., Esq. Noriw king- it- arms, author of the Life oj 
Giltuti, profiled hi the Seci'ml i'nn, u the fanner editions af tnnw 

f Mr William Fulman, amanuensis to l)r Henry Hammond, tm him 

in Athen. Qtrax. vol. ii. wSJ. *• >-»|>ri:iw!i irpimeiitt owe bean iiigii 

to (iruve IllinhilfllW ■■■ IlllKHllini l if The WhukDutgvfMa*,—* 
1 ..n.if thought tliiA 1 bad hnully nettled that long agitated (unMi.in, — ■ 
lvliiim is the mirlil'ulifci-il f.ir'ttmt excellent work?" bull find a full 
nvil, : [cFutiitiun df them, in .1 htnik Clllitliil Mtmnirs of lereral l.a 

af Gnat Britam, by Osorgs Ilnllnrd. quart", nut, p. 31n, and that 

might of evidence is greatlv in favour of i lady deservedly celebrated by 
him, vn. Dunitbv, the vile 'of Sir J.ihn IVkii.gfn., Ban.' „ud (UughUr 
•A I uoimu Lotd Coventry, lord-keqier af the Greil Seal, temp. Car. 1 
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after the year 1 719, Mr Fulman'a papers came to the hands of 
Mr Des Maizeam, who intended in some way or other to 
iviil himself of them ; but he never published a second edition 
afhis Life of Hales; nor, for aught that 1 can hear.have they 
*Ter yet found their way into the world. 

In 1683, when he was ninety years old, Walton published 
" Thealma and Clearchus ; a pastoral history, in smooth and 
easy verse, written long since by John Chalkhill, Esq. an 
acquaintance and friend of Edmund Spenser." To this poem 
he wrote a preface, containing a very amiable character of the 
author. 

He lived but a very little time after the publication of this 
poem i for, as Wood says, he .indid Ins days on the fifteenth 
day of December, 1 633, in the great frost, at Winchester, in 
the house of Dr William Hawkins, a prelien Jury of the church 
there, where he lies buried.* 

In the cathedral of Winchester, viz. in a chapel in the south 
aisle, called Prior Silksteed's Chapel, on a large black flat 
marble stone, is this inscription to his memory ; the poetry 
whereof has very little to recommend it ; 






MR ISAAC WALTON, 



Aim 






Our panting bre;iFts aspire 
Atltr rl.u'.r aged ur*, 
Whose well Hpent life did last 
Full ninety years an J past : 
Bat now he hath begun 
That which will ne'er be done 
Ciwn'd with eternal hliis, 






icjlemni llbcri. 



The issue of Walton's marriage were, — a son, named Isaac, 
and a daughter, named, after her mother, Anne. This son 
was placed in Christ Church College, Oiford ;-|- and, having 
taken his degree of bachelor of arts, travelled, together with 
his uncle, Mr (afterward bishop) lien, in [he year 1674, being 
the year of the jubilee, into France and Italy ; and, as Cotton 
■ays, visited Rome and Venice. Of this son, mention is made 
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in the remarkable will of Dr Donne llie younger, (printed 
half-sheet.) in lb'(i2; whereby he bequeathed to the c 
Walton all his father's writings, as also his commonplace 
book, which, he says, may be of use to him if he makes him 
scholar. Upon the return i.f (hi: yoiiniter Walton, he 
cuted his studies ; and having finished the same, entered 
holy orders ; and became chaplain to Dr Seth Ward, bishop 
of Sarum ; by whose favour he attained (o the dignify of a 
canon-residentiary of that cathedral. Upon the decease of 
Bishop Ward, and the promotion of Dr Gilbert Burnet ic ' 
vacant see, Mr Walton was taken into the friendship and 
fidence of that prelate ; and being a man of great temper 

discretion, and for his candour and sincerity much respe 

by all the clergy of the diocess, he became very useful to htm 
in conducting the affairs of the chapter. 

Old Isaac Walton having by his will bequeathed a fana 
and laud near Stafford, of about the yearly value of twenty 
pounds, to this his son and his heirs for ever, upon condition, 
that if his said son should not marry before he should be of 
the age of forty-one, or, being married, should die before the 
said age, and leave no son that should live to the age of 
twenty-one, then the same should go to the corporation of 
Stafford, for certain charitable purposes ; this son, upon hit 
attainment of that age, without having married, sent to the 
mayor of Stafford, acquainting him, that the estate was 
improved to almost double its former value, and that upon his 
decease the corporation would become entitled thereto. 

This worthy person died, at the age of siity-nine, on the 
29th day of December, 1719; and lies interred in the cathe- 
dral church of Salisbury. 

Anne, the daughtia- of old Isaac 'Walton, and sister of the 
above person, was married to Dr William Hawkins, a divine 
and a prebendary of Winchester, mentioned above ; for whom 
Walton, in his will, expresses great affection, declaring that he 
loved him as his own son ; he died the 17th day of July, 
1691, aged fifty-ei^lir., 1 ■ ■ u ■. in:.- i-sm.', by his said wife, a daughter 
named Anne, and a sou named William. The daughter wa» 
never married, but lived with her uncle, the canon, as his 
housekeeper, and had the management of his domestic con- 
cerns i she remained settled at Salisbury, after his decease, 
until the 27th of November, 1728, when she died, and He* 
buried in the cathedral. 

William, the son of Dr Hawkins, and brother of the last 
mentioned Anne, was bred to the study of the law ; and, from 
the Middle Temple, called to the bar : but attained to no 
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■e of eminence in his profession. He "rati' anil published 
ta.o, anno 1713, A ,karl Account of the Life of Buhnp 

with a small specimen, in order to a publication of hit 
ks at large; and, accordingly, in ilie year 1721, they 
published in four volumes, octavo. From this Account, 

of the above particulars respecting tin- family e n.rtions 

allon arc taken. 

m informed that this i-''ni|. nun for several years laboured 
f the affliction of incurable blindness, and that he died on 
9th day of November, 174B. 

few months before his death, our Author made Ida will, 
a appears, by the peculiarity of many expressions e 
d in it, as well as by the hand, to lie of Ills own writing 1 . 
iere is aomethiu;.' characteristic in this last solemn act of 
fe, it has been thought proper to insert an authentic copy 
:of in this account of him ; postponing it only to the 
iving rell fictions on hi- life and character, 
pon a retrospect of the foregoing particulars, and a 
ime others mentioned in a subsequent let t ft,* and in his 

it will appear that Walton possessed that essential 
:dient in human feiicity. " mens saua in corpore sano :" 
n his eighty-third year. In; professes a resolution to begin 
irrimage of more than a hundred miles, into a country the 

difficult and hazardous that can be conceived for an aged 
to travel in, to visit his friend Cotton, f and, doubtless, 
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to enjoy his favourite diversion of angling in the ''■■]i_-tiii'u' 
streams of the Dove, — unil on the ninetieth anniversary of 
his birth-day, lie, by bis will, declares bimtelf to lie of perfect 
memory.* 

Ai to his worldly circumstances, notwithstanding the 
adverse accident of his twins; obfujf ■), by the troubles of the 






mch a concurrence of 



is it would be nlmost presumption to pray tor. For, 
not to mention the patronage of those many prelates and 
dignitaries of the church, men of piety and learning, with 
whom he lived in a close intimacy and friendship; or 
many ingenious ami vvurlliv person-; with whom he correspon 
and conversed; or the esteem and respect, testified by printed 
letters and eulogiums which his writings had procured him — 
to be matched with a woman of an exalted understanding and 
a mild and humble temper, to have children of good incli- 
nations and sweet and amiable dispositions, and to see them 
well settled, — is not the lot of every man that, preferring a 
social to a solitary life, chooses to become the head of a family. 
But blessings like these are comparatively light, when 
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deposition of hit worldly «tite a he hid di 



n , «il] ; but had th» 
iiiike such k judicium 



LIFE OF IZAAK WALTOV, 27 

kI against those of u mind itored, like his, with a great 
variety of useful knowledge, and u temper that could harbour 
no malevolent thought or insidious design, nor stoop to the 
arts of fraud or flattery,* but ditpMe hiio to love and virtuous 
friendship, to the enjoyments, of innocent delights and recrea- 
tions, to the contemplation of the works of Nature and the 
tops of Providence, and to the still sublimer pleasures of 
rational piety. 

If, possessing all these benefits and advantages, external 
and internal, (together with a mental constitution so happily 
attempered, as to have been to him a " perpetual fountain of 
cheerfulness, "+) we can entertain a doubt that Walton was 
one of the happiest of men, we estimate them at a rate too 
low ; and shew ourselves ignorant of the nature of that felicity 
to which it is possible, even in this life, for virtuous and good 
men, with the blessing of God, to arrive. 



COPY OP WALTON'S WILL. 

August the ninth, nnt ttmuiaiuj ui 

hundred tighey-thrw. 

In the Name of God, Amen: I, Izaak Walton the elder, of 

Winchester, being this present day in the ninety eth year of my 

age, and in perfect memory, for which praised be God -, but 



first, 1 do declare my belief to be, that there is only one God, 
who hath made the whole world, and me, and all mankind ; to 
whom I shall give an account of all my actions, which are not 
to be justified, but 1 hope pardoned, for the merits of my 
Saviour Jesus : And because the profession of Christianity 
does, at this time, seem to be subdivided into Papist and 
Protestante, I take it at least to he convenient, to declare my 
belief to be, in all points of faith, as the Church of England 
now professeth : and this I do the rather, because of a very 
long and very true friendship with some of the Roman Church. 
And for my worldly estntc, (which 1 have neither got by false- 
hood or flattery, or the extreme cruelty of the law of this 
nation.J) I do hereby give and bequeath it as followcth : First, 






shop, in Paternoster Ran-, in Loudon, I 






house in Chancery Lane, London, wherein Mrs Greinwi 
now dwelleth, in which is now about siiteen yeara to con 
I give these two leases to them, they saving my eiecutor from 
all damage concerning the same. And I give to my son Iiaa 
all ray right and title to a lease of Norhurton farme, which 
hold from the Lord Bishop of Wanton : And I do also gii 
him all my right and title to a farme or land near to Stafion 
which I bought of Mr Walter Noell -, I say, I give it to hi 
and his heirs for ever ; but upon the condition followin 
namely, if my son shall not marry before he shall be of age 
forty and one years, or, being married, shall dye before the 
Ejid ace, and leave no son to inherit the said farme or law 
or if his son or sons shall not live to attain the age of twent 
and one year;, to ilis|iofc ntlnrways of it, — then 1 give tie 
said farme or land to the loune or corporation of Stafford, in 
which I was borne, for the good anil benefit of some of the 
said towne, as I shall direct, and as tot] owe th, (but tint note. 
thai it is at this present time rented for twenty-one pound ten 
shillings a year, and is like to hold the said rent, if care be 
taken to keep the barn and housing in repair ;) and I w( 
have, and do give ten pounds of the said rent, to bind 
yearly, two boys, the sons of honest and poor parents, ti 

S prentices to some tradesman or some handy-craft men 
e intent the same boys may the better afterward get t 
own living. And I do also give five pound yearly, out of 
said rent, to be given to some maid-servant, that hath 
the age of twenty and one years, not less, and dwelt long ; 
one service, or to some honest poor man's daughter, that Ml 
attained to that age, to he paid her at or on the day of hi 
marriage ; and this being done, my will is, that what rent shall 
remain of the said farme or land, shall be disposed of as fol- 
lowed! : first, 1 do give twenty siiillin^s yiarlv, to be spent by 
the major of Stafford, and Ihvse tli.it shall rolled the said rent 
and dispose of it as 1 have and shall hereafter direct ; and tut 
what money or rent shall remain undisposed of, shall be 
employed to buy coals tor some poor people, that shall most 
need them, in the said towne ; the said coals to be delivered 
die first weeke in January, nr in every first week in February 
1 say then, because I take that time to he the hardest and most 
pinching times with poor people ; and God reward those tha 
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shall do this without partiality, and with honest)', and a good 
conscience. Ami if ■ L s > .■ >ni,l iniiiur ju uiln i- of the said town 
of Stafford shall prove so negligent, or dishonest, as not to 
imploy the rent by me given as intended and exprest in this 
my will, which God forbid, — then I give the said rents and 
profits of the said farme, or land, to the towne, and chief 
magistrates or jrcivei-n.-irs, of Ecleshall, to he disposed of bv 
them in such manner as I have ordered the disposal of it by 
the towne of Stafford, the laid farme or land being near the 
towne of Ecleshail. And I give to my son-in-law, Ur Hawkins, 
whom I love as my own son ; and to my daughter, his wife ; 
and my son Izuak; to each of them a ring, with theBe words 
or motto; " Love my memory, I. W, obiit ["to 

the Lord Bishop of Wiaton a ring, with this motto ; " A mite 
for a million, I. W. obiit ;" and to the friends 

hereafter named, I give to each of them a ring with this 
motto; " A friend's farewell, I. W. obiit :" 

And ray will is, the said rings tie delivered within forty days 
after my death ; and that the price or value of all the said 
rings shall he thirteen shilling? and fourpeuee a-piece. I give 
t Dr Hawkins, Doctor Donne's Sermons, which I have 
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. I give Dr Sibbs his " Soul's Conflict;" 
daughter his " Bruised Reed,"* desiring them to read them 
so as to be well acquainted with them. And 1 also give 
unto her all my books at Winchester and Droifortl, and 
whatever in those two places are. or I cau call mine, eicept 
a trunk of linen, which I give to my son liaak ; but if he do 
not live to marry, or make use of it, then 1 give the same to 
my grandaughter, Anne Hawkins. Ami I give my daughter 
Doctor Hall's Works, which be now at Farnham. To my 
son Iiaak I give all my books, not yet given, at Farnham 
Castell ; and a deske ol prints and pictures ; also a cabinet! 
near my bed's head, in which are some little things that he 
will value, though of no great worth. And my will and 
desire is, that he shall be kind to his aunt Beachame, and his 
aunt Rose Ken ; by allowing the lirst about fifty shillings 
•-year, in or for bacon and cheese, not more, and paying four 

Sunds a year towards the boarding of her son's dyet to Mr 
hn Whitehead ; for his aunt Ken, I desire him to be kind 
to her according to her neceairtie and lii- own ahililie ; and 1 
commend one of her children, to breed up as 1 have said I 
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intend to do, if he shall be able Co do it, as I know he will , 
for they lit good folke. I give to Mr John Darbyshire the 
Sermons of Mr Anthony Farringdon, or of Dr Sanderson, 
which my executor thinks fit. To my servant. Thorns* 
Edgill, I give five pound in money, and all my cloths, linen 
and woollen, except one suit of cloths, which I give to Mr 
Holinshed, and forty shillings, if the said Thomas be mj 
servant at my dcaili - if not, my cloths only. And I give my 
old friend, Mr Richard Harriot,* ten pound* in money, to he 
paid him within three months after my death ; and I desire 
my son to shew kindness to him if he shall neede, and 
ray son can spare it. And I do hereby will and declare my 
son Izaak to be my sole executor of this my last will and 
testament ; and Dr Hawkins, to see that he perform* it ; 
which I doubt not but he will. I desire my burial may be 
near the place of my death, and free from any ostentation or 
charge, but privately. This I make to be my last will, (to 
which I shall only add the codicil for rings,) this sixteenth 
day of August, one thousand six hundred eighty-three. 
Izaak Walton. Witness to this will. 

The rings I give are as on the other side. To tny brother, 
John Ken ; to my sister, his wife ; to my brother. Doctor 
Ken ; to my sister Pye ; to Mr Francis Morley ; to Mr 
George Vernon ; to his wife ; to his three daughters ; to MUtra 
Nelson ; to Mr Richard Walton ; to Mr Palmer ; to Mr 
Taylor i to Mr Thomas Garrard; to the Lord Bishop of 
Sarum j to Mr Rede, his servant ; to my cousin, Dorothy 
Kenrick ; to my cousin Lewin ; to Mr Walter Higgs ; to Mr 
Charles Cotton ; to Mr Richard Mnrryot — twenty-two. To 
my brother Beacram ; to my «:=ti:T, hi* wife ; to the Lady Anl 
How; to Mrs King, Dr Phillips's wife; to Mr Valentii 
Harecourt ; to Mrs Eliza Johnson ; to Mrs Mary Rogers ; 
to Mrs Eliza Mil ward ; to Mrs Dorothy Wollop ; to Mr 
Will. Mihvard, oi'Cliristcliurcli, Oxford; to Mr John Darby- 
shire ; to Mr Undevill ; to Mrs Rock ; to Mr Peter White ; 
to Mr John Lloyde ; to my cousin, CreinseU'i widow ; Mrs 
Dalbin must not be forgotten — sixteen. Izaak Walton. 
Note, that several lines are blotted out of this will, for they 
were twice repeated, — und that this "ill is now signed and 
scaled this twenty and fuurlh day of October, one thousand 
six hundred eighty-three, in the presence of us; Witness, 
Abraham Mar bland, Jos. Taylor, Tiiohas Crawley. 

* Bookseller, and his Fublulicr. 
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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 

JOHN OFFLEY, ESQ. 

OF MADELY MANOR, IN THE COUNTY OF STAFFORD. 
MY m3sT HONOURED FRIEND, 

Sir, — I have made so ill use of your former favours, as by them to be 
encouraged to entreat, that they may be enlarged to the patronage and 
protection of this book : and I have put on a modest confidence that I 
shall not be denied, because it is a discourse of fish and fishing, which 
you know so well, and both love and practise so much. 

You are assured, though there be ignorant men of another belief, that 
*ftgtipg is an art, and you know that art better than others ; and that 
tibia truth is demonstrated by the fruits of that pleasant labour which you 
enjoy, when you purpose to give rest to your mind, and divest yourself 
of your more serious business, and (which is often) dedicate a day or two 
to this recreation. 

At which time, if common anglers should attend you, and be eye- 
witnesses of the Success, nut of your fortune, but your skill, it would 
doubtless beget in them an emulation to be like you, and that emulation 
might beget an industrious diligence to be so ; but I know it is not 
attainable by common capacities. And there be now many men of great 
wisdom, learning, and experience, which love and practise this art, that 
know I speak the truth. 

Sir, this pleasant curiosity of fish and fishing, of which you are so 
great a master, has been thought worthy the pens and practiced of divers 
in other nations, that have been reputed men of great learning and wisdom. 
And amongst those of this nation, I remember Sir Henry Wotton( a dear 
lover of this art) has told me, that his intentions were to write a discourse 
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against which yon, sir, might mike one, that it can contribute 
ti> your knowledge. And, lest a longer epis tie may diminish your pleasure, 
I shall moke thia no longer than to add this following truth, thlt I 
really, sir, your most affectionate friend, and most humble servant, 



ALL READERS OF THIS DISCOURSE, 



TO THE HONEST ANGLEM. 

I think fit to tell thee lhae following truths, that I did naMa 
undertake, nor write, nor publish, and much less own, this discourse »• 
pleue myself; and having been too easily drawn to do all tt 
others, as I propose not the gaining of credit by this undertaking, so 
would not willingly lose any part rif lll.it to whii-h I had a just title be* 
I begun it, and do therefore desire and hope, if I deserve not couimei 
tions, yet I may obtain pardon. 

And though this discount- may he liable to some exceptions, yit 
cannot doubt but that roost readers may receive so much pleasure •* 
profit by it, as may make it worthy the time of their perusal, if they I 
not too grave or too busy men. And this k all the confidence that I ca 
pot on, concerning the merit of what is here offered to their coimiilari 

I am rrsolicd to use it, and neglect all sour censures. 

And I wish the reader also to take notice, that in writing of it, I bi> 
nude myself a recreation of a recreation : and that it might prove so *> 
him, and not read dull and tediously, 1 have in several places mixes', n 
any scwrility, but some innocent, harmless mirth, of which, if thou (a 
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And I am the wiiliugcr to justify the pleasant put of it, becsuse though 
it ij known I can Ik serious at nil seasonable times, yet the whole 

such days and rimes as I have laii 
haunt Nut. anil R. Roe;* but they are gone, and nith them malt of 
ray pleasant hours even as a shadow that passcth away) and return* not* 
And next let roe add this, tint lie that likes not tlie book, should like 
the excellent picture of the Trout, and some of the other ti»b j which I 
a liberty to cnriinic]nl. because they concern not myself. 
■t me t -_■ 11 tut nadir, t!ia> in Qui which is tlie mure useful part 
of this discourse, that is to say, the observations uf the nature and breed- 
, and catching of bah, 1 im not so simple as not to know, 
eaiicr may fiinl I ■ ■■ riling said of some 

■ if these ; and therefore 1 must entreat hint to consider, that experience 
' now that several countries niter the time, and I think, 
ner, of fishes' breeding, but dullbtlesti of their lierug in 
1 appear by three rivers in Monmouthshire, riauielv, 
Severn, Wye, and TJsk, where Camden, llril. f. IJ3.T, observes, tlmt in (he 
river Wye salmon are in season innri S ■.- j i . . ■ l 1 1 i ji: i- in April ; and we are 
tcrtain, that in Thames and Trent, and in most other rivers, they be in 
xmm the ail hotter months. 

Now for the art of catching fish, thit is to say, bow to make a roan 
that was none, to be an angler by a book; he that undertakes it, shall 
undertake a harder task than Mr Hales, a most valiant and eicclleut 
itneer, who, in a printed book called " A Private School of Defence,' 1 
undertook to teach that art or science, anil was laughed at for his labour. 
Not but that many useful things might lie lojiucil by that book ; but he 
»ia laughed at because that art was not to be taught by worde, but 
i roust angling. And nuce also, th it in Thin discourse I 
it to sny all that is known, or may be said of it, but I 
asdertake to acquaint the reader with ninny things that are not usually 
rvery angler; and I shall leave gleanings and obM.'i-var.i-nn 
le made out of the eiperience of all that love and practise tliis 
i, to which 1 shall encourage them. For angling may be said 
to be » like the mathematics, that it can never be fully learnt; at least 
uut so fully, hut that then- nil) still he more new espcriments left for the 
trial uf other men that succeed us. 
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they he, I then wish them to forbear 
money, hut for pli'iiso:,-, -il il-i! rlii* <l:-.-" 



And hi 
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in the search aod conferer-cc of what is here offered to the 
view ind censure'. I wish him as much in the perusal of it, i 
mijht here take my leave ; but will stay a little ind tell him, that 
it is said bv luany, that in fly-Bulling for a trout, the angler must 
his twelve several flies for the twelve montbsof the year, — I Ntf, he that 
follows that rule shall be as sure to catch fish, anil he as wise u he 
makes hay by the fair days in an almanack, and no surer ; for those 
flies that used to appear about and on the water in one rnnnth of the 
may, the following year, come almost a month sooner or later, as the 
year proves colder or hotter ; and yet, in the following Discourse, ! have 

may note, that there are in Wales, and other countries, peculiar flics, 
proper to the particular place or 'i-uont.ry - .in. I, iloubtlesa, unless a man 
makes a fly to counterfeit that very fly in that place, lie is like to lost 
labour, or much of it ; but For the neutrality, three or four Pies, neat i 

date. And of these, because as no man 

iiorn an inkier, 1 thought tit tc give thee this notice. 

When I have told the trader, that in this fifth* impression there He 
many cnlargt 



an 

! 



hi with i'rieiiri^, I >LiJI -l;i\ liiui no 
angler, the east wind may never blow when 1 
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3 MY DEAR BRCTHLH, liAAK WALTON. 



SuiWSI, ill hit laUDta! Qillm|iiies, 
Has mii'd wine tny», tnnt, liy varirliw. 
Hi' tniiilit i - . r. i . i ■ ail readers: for in him 
Esch child mnj wide, or lull..'! giant sivii 
And inch is this discourse ; t lie re V none i 
Or highly lean' 



re and inform 



:h ml, ihjit I might swear 
doesnnot tell 
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i-i.r hi: thdl iviv-. irivitli 
Sh.ll find!, i 

The world the r' 
And .11 mmliind, 
If »e pretend to renwn, first ur list, 
His bite will tempi us, and hit hooka hold f 
l'leasure or profit, ciiher pro*f or ravine. 
If not HI firsi, will dunljtli'.s take in tirm-. 

Hen sin, in secret, bleas'd Theology, 
Willed uu'.'ii In -rii- l'liilosophy — 
Both natural surf moral; History, 
Dwk'd ind idiiniU with flowers nf Poetry, 
The matter und «pres»iori •triviiig which 
Shall moat excel in worth, yet not seem rich. 
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For in? we caught alone. Inf, irhich 
We thai] be wtlllllMIBL and be tootbMUI 
BrenTd to be fed, not to be fed upon ; 
And dinger of a surfeit here ia none. 
The solid fowl of fierioua contemplation 
]« Mund hurt, with *uch harralesi recreation, 
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Mure praise it due : for 'tis both positive 

And uttcr'd by the poet, then, in jett, — 

pucatortmpuaiatiartp g^^, „ atleT g} 

a MY DEAR FB1END, MB 1ZAAK WALTON, 



Ariorn'd and perfumed wial 'he ptifc 

of Floral mi i [-...!..■. ■v:.,.i- 

Aerial choir eipreaa their skill, 
First, in alternate melculv. 
And then in chorus all agree. 
Whilst the dilT-md fish.'si eeatuied 
With soundt, to hisnu-n thrust ilmitil,,' 
" dl element, an 
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Prostrate to our embrace* lie ; 
Such u to body, soul, nr faint, 

1 ■ ■ .■■'..■■ 

Hows, not fenced with pricks, c/ow her 
No vling to fli' bnney bag is near : 
lint, what '« |*rliaps their prejudice, 
Tl.cv ililficulty want and price. 

An obvioui rod, ■ twist of liair, 
With h,„,k hid inan.nwct.are 
f-'-i . : !,i- gfaporl a. ml, I fit the wish 
ij 1 th' epicure, and £l"-'- J: 
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\ml .tt.iiL'hi in 

V th" ...ud, vmi __. 

Which luini; fa.it, if it prove hie, 

The tiothaui folly "ill be found 

Dwrcet, ere ta'en ihe must be tin 

The lencb, phyaicinn of the brook, 

In .1,11 Head holeeipecu your hoo 






Which, haviilK fir>l vniir pjslimc been. 
Serve* then for mil or mediciue. 
Ambush'd behind rli.it root doth stay 

eatch, and be a prey. 
The treacherous quill in this slim stream 
Betrays the hunger of a bream. 
And at that nimble fun!, mi doubt, 
Virar false By cheat, a speckled trout. 

When you these creatures wisely choos 
To practise on, which to vour use 
Owe their creation, and when 

To plot, delude, and circumvent. 
Ensnare, and spoil, is innocent. 
Her* by these crystal streams you may 
Preserve a conscience clear as they ; 
And when hy sullen thoughts you find 
Your harassed, not bmieJ, mini 
In sable melancholy clad, 
Disteniper'd, serious, turning sad ; 
Hence fetch your cure, cut in yutir bait, 

Them 



And give me cheap . 
Such as Action's gi 
Their fate eft makes 



Patience and pi 






ni. and die 



The dauvhtcr'1 dowe 

(.)' th' son, depend on one ra: 

The harms and mischiefe »h 

Of wine doth every day produce, 

Make good the doctrine of rhe Turks, 

That in each grape a devil lurks. 

And hy con fading hapless trrt. 
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To conimrr onion, ami pi 
My reel -ffiinla inch true 
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He that from these such esccllenciea fctch'd, 


Thu 


He could tell how high and far they re 



g tliis. what graces th 1 other had ; 

Anil in what several dress each aoul via clad : 
Hi'.hIit, ihii Hi. ilns Iv.Ii.tim mi, comet forth. 
Ami in (h.>e ii :- 1 . ■ - 1 V ivi/i'l- -.'uiilij shruud his worth. 
Ni.iv liis mure harp ii un a willow hung. 
Will, -.vLidi, wlieit finely touch'd and fitlyttrunrr. 
He could friiTiil*' [li^.i'.iri- lur (he-e times allay. 
Or diuin his fellow anglers from their prey. 
Rut no* the nnno of his pen in still, 
And he sits by a brook watching a quill, 
Where with afii'd eye and a ready hand. 
He studies first to hook, and then to lata! 

S e Tru.it, (.. IVri-t,, i.rl'iLe; ami having done. 

Sits on a bank, and tells how this was won, 

Ami 1I111I i:-c:; | ivl !u> lii'ek, nl.i'.'li "itls.u wilfl 

Did i!.it tin- bull, Mini fisherman beguile. 

Tims uliilsl ■i.i» vci'il ihey from "tln-ir iande are throi 

He joys to think the waters are his own ; 

And like the Dutch, he gladly can agree 
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Grjtuni valato giibiuui, ilarvum licit; 
Prrdatnvi, nun si[ii= salubreni barbuium, 
Etai ampliorem, el mj'Btace insigaum gravi. 

Kt nulla Transit absque lliiei din. 
Nit -i.]:i [iraxis, std tlieoria ct iibi 
Nina aiiis liujus ; udJi tu limul bonui 
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other's company- And, gentlemen, that ] iraiy not low yours. 
I shall either abate or amend my pare to enjoy it, knowing that, 
us the Italians say, good company in a journey inukes the way to 
seem the shorter. 

Auctps. It may do so, sir. with the help of frond 

which, methinks, we may promise from you, that both 

and speak so cheerfully : and for my part, I promise you, as an 
invitation to it, that I will be as free and open-hearted as dii- 
cretion will allow mi' to he with strangers. 
Venator. And, fir, I promise the like. 

Piscator. I am right glad to hear your answers; and in 
confidence you speak the truth, I shall put on a boldness 
ask you, sir, whether business or pleasure caused you to 
si] early up, ami walk so fast? for this rtilier gentleman lit 
ilerbii (-".I he is going to see n hawk that a friend mews for hin 

Venator. Sir, mine is n mivtniv of holli, ;i little business and 
more pleasure; fur I intend this day to do all my business, an" 
then bestow another day or two in hunting the otter, which 
friend that 1 go to meet tells me is much pleasanter than any 
Other chase whatsoever : howsoever, I mean *■- •- 
to-morrow morning we shall meet a pack of ottei 
Mr Saddler's," upun Amwell Hill, who will he there bo early 
that they intend to prevent the sun rising. 

Piscator. Sir, uiv fortune h.i- answered mv tie sires, and mv 
purpose i> (if hestow a dav in twu in helping to dostrov some 
of those villainous vermin ; for I hate them perfectly, because 
they love fish ao well, or rather, because they destroy no much -, 
indeed so much that, in my judgment, all men that keep otter 
dugs ought to have pensions from the king, to encoun 
to destroy the very breed of those base otters, they do 
mischief. 

Venator. But what say you to the foies of the nation, would 
not you as willingly have them destroyed ? for doubtless they 
do us much mischief as otters do. 

Fixator. Oh, sir, if they do it, it is not so m 
my fraternity, as those base vermin the otters do. 

Auce/is. Why, sir, I pray of what fraternity are you, that you 
are so angry with the poor otters ? 

Piscator. I am, sir, a brother of the angle, and therefore 
an enemy to the otter; for you are to note, tint 

* Sir Unary Chiium-y. in jp!>al-ii]« .it ttii.i eiritl^mnn, Bay . 

,!..;.« ht<<fl nin.-h i: luwSiirm mi, I limiting, nn. I Hie gilfKuirn of ■ (uuntrt 
lifei wu fuiKiiM Tit hi» in.l.li-li.lilr, lih K ri.(il li.i-oilalin I sni-iirlil.nur. 

. I I .. ..,...■■.:■ I.- .... , .:, 

ugn, iHsd on tkn tfln ilnv ..t Ki'hrunry, lr"HS>. win [ i-.-n,. ; wIhtcliim: 

, i .:....,-.i. ,* ■■:.,■ Lord t -■..... .1. Hi Mr of Ocrtriita, 

:■.■■■ : . ■ ■.'/..■ . :■ ■ 
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nil love one another, and therefore do 1 bate the otter hotli for 
my own and for their Baku* who ;im of my brotherhood. 

Venator. And I am 11 lover of hounds ; i have followed miuiy 
a peck of dog* many s mill-, mid heard many merry huntsmen 
mike sport and «coff»t anglers. 

Atictpi. And i profess myself a falconer, and haw hetird 
many grave, serious men pity (hem, it is mi-h a. heavy, contemp. 
tihle, dull, recreation. 

Piteator. You lti«m, gentlemen, ii is an easy filing to scoff 
it any art or recreation; a Kith' wit rj iix.-il w itli ill-nature, confi- 
dence, and midiee, will do it; hut though they often venture 
boldly, yet they are often caught, oven in their own trap, 
according to that of Lucian, the father of the family of scoffers : 

Frtendl'thi -/your f "lly 'wh"S r'"i tl'ink roii wit ; 

I l'i-. v r ..it, v.,i,1 l„.Mi ..i „ ir „,„1 i, mi, 

MeM&g aauthrr when yuurself you jeer. 

If to this you mid what Solomon says of scoffers, that they 
ire an abomination to mankind, let him that thinks fit scoff on, 
md be a scoffer stiU ; liut 1 account them enemies to me and lo 
all that love virtue and angling. 

Arid iVir you that have heard many grave, serious men pity 
anglers; let me tell you, sir, there be many men that are by 
others taken to he serious tout gum' men, which we contemn 
and pity. Men that are taken to lie grave, because nature hsth 
made them of a sour complexion — money-getting men, men 
that spend all their time, first in getting, and next in anxious 
iwe to keep it — men that me "imh.-mneil to lie rich, ruiri 
then always busy or tli-contenretl : fur These poor rich men, 

. e Hitlers pity tliem jut-I'itiI) . I -imid in no need to bon'ow- 

(heir thoughts to think ourselves so happy. No, no. sir! wr 
enjoy a contented ties* nhove the reach of such dispositions, and, 
is the learned ami iwreiuiim- Montaigne* says, like himself. 
tVeely, " When my em ;uul I entertain eueli other with mutual 
apish tricks, a" pbiying with >\ garter, who knows but that I 
make my cut more sport limn she makes me ? Shall ] conclude 
her to he simple, that has her time to begin or refuse to play 
aa freely as I myself have ? Nay, who knows but that it is a 
defect of my not understanding her language (for doubtless cats 
talk and reason with one another) that we agree no better? 
and who knows hut that >he pities me for being no wiser than 
to play with her. and loughs mid ei'iisiuvs my folly for making 
sport for her, when we two play together?" 

""-•-.igne eoneerniup cats; and I hope I 
ii Illume anv mini, and lauefi jh I lli i ■ 
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too, let him be never so pave, that hath not heard vital 

anglers iiui fay in tin- jiissitieali I" their Art and Recreation 

which I rimy again tell voir, is to full of pleasure, that we ni 
not liorrow their rhdiiirlits in think ourselves happy. 

Venator. Sir, vow have uhun.i amar.ed iiic ; lor, though I 

no scofter, yet 1 have. — [pray let me spent it without oftenc- 
— always looked upon anglers as more patient and more siin| ' 
men than, 1 Tear, 1 shall find you to be. 

Piscator. Sir, 1 hope yen will not judge my earnestness to 
lie impatience: and tor my simplicity, if by that you mean a 
hamdessfie— . or tliat -implirity which was usually found in the 
primitive Christian*, who were, as most anglers are, quiet 
and followers of peace men that were ?■<> simply wise a 
to sell their con'rieie'e- to buy riehes, and with them ve* 
and a fear to die, — if you mean such simple men as lived in 
those times when there um: fewer lawyer- — when men might 
have had a lordship safely conveyed to them in a piece of 
parchment no bigger than your hand, though several aheeli 
will not do it safely in this wiser age. — I say, sir, if you take tzs 
anglers to be such simple men as i have spoke uf, then myself 
and those of my profession will be glad to be so understood; 
But if by simplicity you meant to express a general defect in 
those that profess and practise the excellent art of angling, I 
hope in time to disabuse vou, and make the contrary appear so 
evidently, that if yon will but have patience to hear me, I shalJ 
remove all the anticipations thai di-n,ursc. or lime, or prejudice, 
have possessed you with against thut laudalilc and ancient art; 
for 1 know it is worthy the knowledge and practice of a w' 

But, gentlemen, though f be able to do this, I am not 
unmannerly as to engross all the discourse to myself ; and, thei 
fore, you two having declared yourselves, the one to be a lover 
of hawks, the other of hounds, 1 shall be most glad to bear 
what you can say in the commoiKlafion of tlnit recreation which 
each of you love and practise ; and having beard what you can 
say, 1 shall be glad to cverei-e your attention with what 1 can 
say concerning mi o« ;i recreation nod art of angling, ani" 
lid- meant, we -hall make the w::v to -rem the shorter 
if you like my mi, lion, 1 w-nuld have Mr Falconer 



And first, for the element that 1 use to trade in, which is 
air, an element of more worth than weight, an element I 
doubtless exceed? Imlli the earth and water- for though I sot 
times deal in both, yet the air is most properly mine — land 
hawks use thut most, and it yields us most recreation: it stops 
not the high soaring of my noble generous falcon ; in it she 
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ascend? to such a height as the dull eyes of beasts and fish we 
no! able to reach to: their bodies are ton gross for such high 
derations : in the air my troops of hawks soar up on high, 
and when they are lost in the right of men, then they attend 
upon and converse with the gods ; therefore [ think my eagle 
ii to justly styled Jove's servant in ordinary : and that very 
falcon that I am now going to see, deserves no moaner it 
title, for she usually in her Bight endanger! herself, like the son 
of Daedalus, to have her wings accreted by the sun's heat, shi- 
nies so near it ; but her mettle rrmkes her nircb-u of danger, 
fm -In' ilii.ii heeds nothing, hut makes her nimble pinion* cut 
the fluid nit, and so makes her highway over the steepest 
mountains ami deepest river-, anil, in her elnrlous career, looks 
with contempt upon those high steeples and magnificent palaces 
which we adore and wonder at ; from which height I can make 
her to descend, by a word from nay mouth, (which she both 
knows and obeys,) to accept of meat from my hand, to own 
me for her master, to go home with me, and l>c willing the 
next day to afford me the like recreation. 

Andnwre : this element of air. which i profess to trade in, the 
worth of it is such, and it is of auch necessity, that no creature 
whatsoever— net only those numerous creatures (hat ft-ed on tin- 
face of the enrlh, hut those various creatures that have their 
dwelling within the waters, every creature that hath life in its 
nostrils, utands in need of my element. The waters cannot 
preserve the fish without air, witness the nor breaking of ice in 
in extreme frost; the reason is, for that if the inspiring and 
expiring organ of any animal be stopped, it suddenly yields to 
nature and dies. Thus necessary is nir to the existence both of 
fish and betata, nay. even to man himself; that air, or breath of 
life, with, which 'hid at lii-t iu-pircd mankind, he, if he wants it. 
dies presently, becomes a sad object to all that loved and beheld 



■o many, and so useful and plea, 
must not let them [ins; wirlmul sinrie observations : they tioth 
feed and refresh him; feed him with their choice bodies, and 
refresh him tilth (lair heavenly voices- : " I will not undertake to 
mention the several kinds of fowl by which this is done: and his 
carious palate pleased In day. and which with their very excre- 
ments afford him a soft lodging at night These 1 will pasB by, 

9 Tit theifl parti rulors mayb-" added, thnt tin: htaffa i'f Fpmia with wont 
tolMWllofter tirifi.i :!..■-. ,:. ii/i ■ < w .:i,il-.|'ire\ ur sinrliu^- 1 , Iraiiu 1 .] I.ir 
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(heir curious i 
the shame of — 

As first the lark, when she means to rejoice; to eheer herself 
and those thai hear her j she then units the earth und sings 
she ascends higher into the air. and lulling ended her heavenly 
employment, grows then nun cum I -ad. 10 think -lie must descend 
to the dull earth, which she would urn touch, but for necessity. 
How do Ihc blackbird and throssel,* with their melodiou. 
voices, bid welcome In the cheerful Sprinc, mid in their fixed 
months warble forth such ditties 

Nay, the smaller birds also do the like in their particular 
seasons, as namely the laverock, f the titlark, the little "---* 
mid the honest robin, that loves iiiiinkind both alive and i 

But the nightingale, another of my airy creatures, breathes 
such sweet loud music out of her little instrumental throat, "'""' 
it might make mankind to think miracles ore not ceased. He 
at midnight, when iln- very labourer sleeps securely, should h 
as I have very often, the clear airs, the sweet descants, the 
...,'ii-' ratting, die doubting and redoubling of bet 

voice, might well be lifted above earth, and my, " Lord, what 
music has thou provided for the saints in heaven, — "■- 
utlbidcst bad men such music on earthl" 

And this maker me the less to wonder at the many aviaries hi 
Italy, Or at the great charge of Varru his aviary, the ruins of 
which are yet to be seen in Rome, and is still so famous iters. 

that it is reckoned for <>f those notables which men of fors' 

nations either record or lay up in their memories when they ret 

This for the birds of pleasure, of which very much more ni 
be said. My next shall be of birds of politicid use. 1 think 
not lo be doubted that swallows have been taught 10 carrv letl 
between two armies. But 'tis certain, that when the Tn 
besieged Malta or Rhodes — I now remember not which it wa 
pigeons are then related to carry and recarry letters: and 
G. Sandys, in his Trai-els, relates" it to he done betwixt Aleppa 
and ISabvloii. lint if rliat he disbelieved, it is nut to I " ■ 
that the dove was sent out of the ark by Noah, to give 
of land, when to him all appeared to be sea; and the dove 
a faithful and comfortable messenger. And for the 
the law, a pair of turtle-doves, or young pigeons, 1 
accepted as costly bulls and ranis, ■■ And when Cod would fen I 
the prophet Elijah," I Kings svii. after a kind of miraculoun 
maimer, he .lid it by ravens, who brought him meat morning and 

■ Tttf «00|r Ihnish, (turd,- _ 
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in nmiludc this part of my diseour 

wonders we June by birds or the air, the element in which 

they end I take so much pleasure. 

There is also u link' i'i>rir<-n>|ihMe winded creature, an inhahi- 
tsot of my serial element, namely, the laborious bee, or whose 
prudenre. policy, and rcgutiu' government of their own common- 
wealth, I might say much, as also of their several kinds, and bow 
useful their honey and was an: both lor meal and medicines to 
mankind : but I will leave them t» their sweet labour, without 
the least disturbance, believing tbeni to be all very busy at thin 
very tune amongst the herbs and dowers that we see nature puts 
liirth this May morning. 

Anil BOv to return to my hawks, from whom 1 have made 
too long I digression : you are to note, that they are anally 
distinguished into two kinds, namely, the long-winged and the 
short-winged hawk; of the lirft hind, there lie chieflv in ate 
HOMMri a* in (hi- nation, the Gerfalcon and Jerkin, the Falcon 
ami Tassel -gentel, the Laner unJ Lunerel, the liockerel and 
Bockerel, the Sillier and riamrel. the Merlin and Jack Merlin, 
the Hobby and Jack. 

There is the Stellctto of Spain, the filood-red Rook from 
Tnrkey, the Wnskite from Virginia. 

And there is of short-wiue.il hawks, die Fjiple and Iron, the 
Goabawk and Turcel, the Sparhawk and Musket, (he French 
Pye, of two sorts. 

These are reckoned hawks of note end worth ; but we have 
also of an inferior rank, (be Sinnvi-I, tin- Ringtail, the Raven, 
the BuEzard, the Forked Kite, the Bald Huwjtrd, the Hen- 
driver, and others I Inn I Hirbrar (o name. 

Gentlemen, if I -In nib I i-nlurm 1 my disconrse to the observation 
nfthe Eires, the llrancher, the Raniisb Hawk, the Haggard, and 
the two sorts of Lentner*. and then treat of (heir several ayries, 
their mewings, rare order of casting, ami (be renovation of their 
Feathers — their rcdiiiniine, rtietiie?, mid then come to their rare 
stories of practice.— i say, if I should enter into these and 
nuny other observations that 1 could make, it would be much, 
very much pleasure to me : but lest ! should break the rules of 
livibty with yon, by taking up more than the proportion or 
time allotted to me, I will here break off, and entreat you, Mr 
Venator, to say what yon are able in the commendation of 
hunting, to which you are so much arleeted ; and if time will 
serve, 1 will beg yonr favour for i farther enlargement of some 
■ >f those several hvinl- nf ii hie!) I liai r -jiiikrii. Hut no more Lit 
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first begin with a rnnunenilatioii of the earth, as you have done 
most excellently of I lie air; the earth being that element upon 
which I drive my pleasant, wholesome, hungry trade. The 
earth is a solid settled element ; mi element most universally 
beneficial both to man and beast ; to men who have their several 
recreations upon it, as horse races, hunting, sweet smells, 
pleasant walks : the earth feeds man and all those several be " 

that both feed him and afford him recreation. What pleai 

doth man take in hunting the stately stag, the generous buck, 
the wilil boar, the cunning otter, the crafty fon, and the fearful 
hare! And if 1 may descend to a lower game, what pleasure 
is it sometimes with gins to betray the very vermin of the earth I 
as namely, the Fi eh At. the Fulimart. the Ferret, the Polecat,* the 
Monldwarp.f anil the like creatures that live upon the face arid 
within the bowels of the earth. How doth the earth bring 
forth herbs, llowcv-, liimI fruit:;, lin'li for phvsieand the pleasure 
of mankind; and above all, to me at least, the fruitful vine, of 
which when 1 drink moderately, it clears my brain, ehetw my 
l.i'art, and sharpens my uit. Hoy. could Clcopatrahav " 
Mark Antony with eight wilt] boars roasted whole at one slipper, 
and other meat suitable, if the earth Initl not been a lioimtiful 
mother ? But to pass by the mighty Elephant, which the earth 
breeds and iicui i-hrih. ;itu! dr-ri-nil w the least of creatures, 
how doth the earth afford us a doctrinal example in the little 
Pismire, who, in the summer, provides arid lays up her winter 
provision, and teaches man to do the like!]; The earth feed* 
and carries those horses that carry us ! If 1 would be prodigal of 
my time and your patience, what might not 1 say in cij mm colla- 
tions of the earth, that puts limits to the proud and ragiug sea, 
and by that means preserves both man and beast that it destroy! 
them not, as we see it ttailv doth those that venture upon the 
sea, and are there ship wrecked, drowned, and left to feed 
liaililiM ks; when we that ore so wise as to keep ourselves on earth, 
walk, and talk, and live, and eat, and drink, and go n-hunting; 
of which recreation 1 will -:i\ a little, and then leave Mr Piscator 
to the commendation of Angling. 

I In mi ne. i- ii game for princes and noble persons. It hath been 
h it'lily prized in all ii);es ; it was one of the q uaHfications that 
\(-ii0ulion bestowed oh his Cyrus, that he was a hunter of wild 
1 leasts. Hunting trains up the younger nobility to (he use of 
manly exercises in their riper age. What more manly exercise 
than hunting the wild boar, the stag, the buck, the fox, or the 

• Til* fiti-htt, nr ntrlww; till- fulimart, , . 
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I«e ? How doth it preserve health, and increase strength Mid 
activkr! 

And for the dog* that we use, who cm commend their 
rxceUeucy to that height which they deserve ! How perfect is 
the hound at smelling, who "tier limes or forsakes hit first 
■Hows it thruugh so many rluuic.et' and varieties of 
other scents, even over and in the water, and into tbe earth ! 
WJwt music doth a pack of dogs then make to any man, whose 
heart and ear. are an happy as to be set to the tune of mch 
instruments' How will a right greyhound lii his eye on the 
best buck in a herd, tingle him out, ami follow him, and him 
only, through a whole herd of rascal game, and still know and 
then kill him! For my hounds, 1 know the language of them, 
and they know the language and meaning of one another as 
perfectly sa we know the voices uf those with whom we dis- 
course daily. 

I might enlarge myself in the romnn udfitinn of hunting, anil 
of the noble hound especially, a- :,l-n ni the ilmibleness of dogs 
in general ; and 1 might make many observations of land creatures, 
that, for composition, order, figure, and constitution, approach 
nearest to tbe completeness ami iiiiiier.stjndingof man; especially 
of those creatures, which Mi.-,.- in the. Law permitted to the 
Jews, which have cloven hoofs, and chew the cud : which I 
shall forbear to name, became 1 will not be so uncivil to Mr 
Piscator, as nut to daw him a time for the coinmiudutiun of 
Angling, which he calls an art ; but doubtless it is an easy one; 
and Mr Auceps, I doubt we shall bear a watery discourse of it, 
hut 1 hope it will not be a long one. 

Aaceps. And I hope no too, though I Tear it will. 

Pmator. Gentle n. let not prejudice prepossess you. I 

confess my discourse is like to prove suitable to my recreation, 
— culm und quiet. We seldom take the name of God into our 
mouths, but it is either to praise him or pray to him ; if others 

use it vainly in t.h iilst of their recreations, so vainly as if 

they meant to conjure, I must tell von it is neither our fault 
nor our custom; we protest against it. lint, pray remember, 
1 accuse nobody ; for us I would not make a watery discourse, 
so 1 would not put Hal much viueimr into it ; nor would I raise 
the reputation of my own art, by the diminution or ruin of 
another's." And so much for the prologue to wbut 1 mean to 
«sy. 

And now for the water, the element that I trude in : Tbe 
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water is the eldest diiufihtcr of the 
winch [he Spirit .if God did first mi 
commanded to bring forth living creatures abundantly 
without which, thot* that inhabit the land, even all ere 
that have breath in ttieir nostrils, must suddenly return to 
I'.ietioii. Moses, the great lawgiver rind chief philosopher, 
in ali the learning of the Egyptians, who was called the frk-nij 
God, and knew the mind of the Almighty, names this eleme 
the first in the ereation j* this is the element upon which tl 
Spirit of God did first move, and is the chief ingredient in tl 
creation : many philosophic luiie made ii 1<i comprehend all ti 
other eli'ments, and most allow it the cliiefcat in the miction 
all living creatures. 

There be that profess to believe that all bodies are made 
reduced track again to water only ; thi 
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tooted in a bo* or barrel fall of earth, weigh theui all ti„ 

exactly when the rw.e begins to grow, and tben weigh all together 
after the tree is increased from its first rooting, to weigh a 
hundred pound weight mure than when it was first rooted in 
weighed ; and you shall find this augment of the tree to 
without the diminution of one drachm weight of the earl 
Hence they infer this increase of wood to be from water of rw 
or from dew, and not to be from any other element : and th 
affirm, they can reduce this wood back again to water ; and th 
affirm also, the same may be done in any animal or vegetable 
And this 1 take to be a fiiir testimony of the excellency of m 
..-lenient of water. 

The water U more productive than the earth. Nay, I 
hatii no fruit fulnesH without showers or dewK ; for all the herb", 
and flowers, and fruit, are produced and thrive by the water 
and the very minerals are fed by streams that run under ground, 
whose natural course curries them to the tops of many h' 
mountains, as we see by several springs breaking- forth on 
top9 of the highest hills ; and this is also witnessed by the dttilj 
trial and testimony of several miners. 

Nay, the increase of those creatures that arc bred and fed in 
the water is not only mure and more miraculous, but mm 
advantageous toman, not only for the lengthening of his life, bi 
for the preventing nf -iet rie-- ; for it is observed by the mo 
learned physicians, that the costing oil of Lent, and other fi; 
dajs, which hath not only given the lie to so many learnei 
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pious, wise founders of colleges, for which we Bbould lie a; 
hath doubtless been the chief cause of those many putriil, » 
intermitting agues, unto which this uatiun of ours is no 
subject than those wiser countries that feed on herbs, 
and plenty of fish ; " of which it is observed in story, i 
greatest part of the world now do. And it may 1> 
remember that Moses, Levit. «. 9. Deut. xiv. 9. appoir 
to be the chief diet for the beat commonwealth tliat c 



And it ia observable, not only that there are fi 
the whale, three times as big as the mighty elephant, mat is so 
fierce in battle, but chat the mightiest leasts have been of fish. 
The Romans, in the height or their glory, have made fish the 

mistress of all their entertui ants; they have had music to 

usher in their sturgeons, lampreys, mid mullets, which they 
would purchase at rates rather to in- ivimfhrwl at than believed. 
He that shall view the writings of Mnrrobiin or Varro, may lie 
confirmed and informed of this, ami of the incredible value of 
their fish and fish-ponds. 

But, gentlemen, I have almost lost myself, which 1 confess 
I may easily do in this philosophical di -course ; I met with most 
of it very lately, and i hope happily, in a conference with a 
most learned pby-iniiiii, 111 Wlmrton. a dear friend, that loves 
both me and my art of angling. ISut, however, ' 
no deeper in these mysterious arguments, but p 
observations os 1 can iiKjihi^i: with ni^re [ileasur r 
fear of running into error. But i must not yet forsake the 
waters, by whose help we have so many known advantages. 

And first, to pass by the miraculous cures of our known 
baths, how ad vantage) us is the s r a for our daily tralTic, without 
which we could nut now subsist ! Hon dims it not only furnish 
us with food and physic for the bodies, but with such observa- 
tions for the mind us ingenious persons would not want ! 

How ignorant bad we been of the beauty of Florence, of 
the monuments, urns, and rarities that yet remain in and near 
unto old and new Koine, so many us it is said will take up 
> year's time to view, and ntfi.vrl tu tiuti of them but a con- 
venient consideration ! And rhert-lVire it is not to be wondered 
it, that so learned and devout a father as Saint Jerome, after 
di« wish to have seen Christ in the flesh, and to have heard Saint. 
Paul preach, makes his third wish, to have seen Rome in her 
glory ; and that glory is not yet all lost, for what pleasure is 
it to Bee the monuments of Livy, the choicest of the historians ; 
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of Tully, the best of orators;* anil to see the bay tree? that 
now grow out of the very iorab (if Virgil ! These, to any that 
love learning, must be pleasing, liui uliat pleasure is it to a 
devout Christian to see tlieni the humble house in whirl] Saint 
Paul was content to rlwell. and to view the man; rich statues 
that are there maile in honour of his memory ! nay, to see the 
very place in which Saint Peter and he lie buried together! Theae 
are in and near to Rome. And bow much more doth it 
please the pious curiosity of a Christian, to see that place on 
which the blessed Saviour of the world was pleased to bumble 
himself, and take our nature upon him, and to converse with 
men : to see Mount Sion, Jerusalem, and the very sepulchre of 
our Lord Jesus ! How may it beget and heighten the zeal of 
a Christian, to set! the devotions that are daily paid to him at 
that place! Gentleman, lest I forget myself, I will stop here, 
and remember you, that but for my element of water, the inha- 
bitants of this poor island must remain ignorant that such things 
ever were, or that any of them have yet a being, f 

Gentlemen, I might both enlarge and lose myself in such 
like arguments; I might tell you that Almighty God is said 
to have spoken to a fish, but never to a beast; that he hath 
made a whale a ship, to carry and set his prophet Jonah safe 
on the appointed shore. Of there I might speak, but 1 must 
in manners break olf, for I sec Theobald's House. 1 cry you 
mercy lor being s" long, and dunk you for your patience. 

Attceps. Sir, my pardon 'a easily granted you : 1 eitcept 
against nothing that you Lave said ; nevertheless, I must part 
with you at this park-wall, for which I am very sorry ; but I 
assure you, Mr Piscator, I now part with you fuU of good 
thoughts, not only of yourseir, but your recreation. And 90. 
gentlemen, God keep you both. 

Piscator. Well, tniw, Mr Venator, you shall neither want 
time, nor my attention *o hear you enlarge your discourse 
I'oui-erning Hunting. 

Vcnotor. Not 1, sir ; I remember you said that Angling ilaell' 
was of great antiquity, and a perfect alt, and an art not euBi> 
attained to: and you have so won upon me in your format 
discourse, that I am very desirous to bear what you can si; 
farther concerning those pnrtieulars. 

Pisctitnr. Sir, 1 did say so : and I doubt not but if you and I 
did converse together hut a few hours, to leave you possfawd 
with the same high and happy thoughts that now poisess me of 

.ill,, ■ ,i i, .,-i>> vhM. r ..I fli.ii II : .Mill in-.-., i 
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•.™m nidations ; and thai it 19 an lift, and an art worthy the 

knowledge and practice of a wise man. 

Venatur. Pray, sir, speak of thorn what you think fit, (or 

we Jare yet five cafes to the Thatched House ; during which 

walk, I dare promise you my patience aud diligent attention 
shall not be wanting. And if you shidl make that to appear 
which you hare undertaken, first, that it is an art, and an art 
worth the learning, I shiill heg that 1 may attend you u day or 
two B-fishing, and that I may become your scholar, nod be 
instructed in the art itself which you §u much magnify. 

Piscator. Oh, sir, douht not but that angling is an art : is it 
not an art to deceive a trout with an. artificial fly ? a trout ! that 
umore sharp sighted* than any hawk you have named, and more 
■watchful and timorous than jour high-mettled mertin is bold ; t 
and yet, I doubt not to catch a brace or two to-morrow, for a 
frieiid'a breakfast : douht not therefore, sir, but that angling is 
an art, and an art worth your learning. The question is rarhcr. 
whether you be capahle of learning it ? for angling is somewhat 
like poetry,— men are tn tie t"';n so: I menu with inclinations 
to it, though both may lie heightened by discourse and practice : 
but he that hopes to be a good angler, must not only bring an 
inquiring, searching, observing wit, J but he must bring a large 

■ Rah may br sharp sighted rlHiwh nithin thn sphere ef llicjr vision ; 
ttut from the Hreat priiM'tiujr runVHKity <»f the evehall in all of thvin, 
[! f .'y imi.f I.l- very iieiir i-j^ltted. — J, 11 

hnwksri and An.v|i- In"! 1i-.|'i,i.- 1 ■■ K.-ih I. ■■ in.-.' ,.i lh-r UL* I'limnunlons. 

I Markhun, in his Country Cantentmints, liii.s u ivf..,l-- rlui|htcr -m ri,.- 
■atriert of the angler'* appare'l, and lnwar«i nnahtii'? ; sunn' m wlu^li mth\ 
■■ That he he a l-ih.- .' -■ i ■ '. ' . nJafaH j M a 

■-—'■■ T ill- —, "i In- i'.il hi Ini.. n.i.l 
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measure of hope ami patience," anil a love and propensity 
the art id-elf; bill having once pit anil practised it. then doi. 
not hut angling will prove to he so pleasant, that it will prove 
he, like virtue, a reward to itself. 

Venator. Sir, I am now become so full of expert at ion, 
I long much to have you proceed, and in the order that 
propose. 

Piscator. Then first, for the antiquity of Angling, of wl 
I shall not say much, but only this : sum' say it is an an 
as IVui'.ilifin'.i flood: "tlicrs, that lkius, who was the 
inventor of godly and virtuous recreation*, was tin - first in ven 
of angling; and tome others say, (Tor former times have t 
their disquisitions ulioul I lie ariiiijui'y or it, l that Seth, one 
the aotis of Adam, taught it to his suns, and that by them it v 
derived 10 posterity : f others say tlmt he left it engraven on tin 
pillars whir), lie erected, and tru.-ted to preserve the knowlei 
or the mathematics, music, and the rest of that precious kno 
ledge, and those n-eful arts, which hy (kid's appointment 
allowance, and his noble industry, were thereby preserved fn 
perishing in Noah's flood. 

These, sir, have been the opinions of several men, that hi 
possibly endeavoured ro make angling more ancient than 
needful, or may well be warranted ; but, for my part, I sh 
content myself in telling you, that angling is much more aneii 
than the incarnation of our Saviour: for, in the prophet Ami 
mention is made of fish hooks ; and in the hook of .lob, (whin 
was long before the days of Amos, for that book is said 
writ by Moses.) mention If made also of fish books, which 
imply anglers in those times. 
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liut, my worthy friend, as I would wilier prove myself a 
gentleman, by being learned and humble, vuliimT ami inoffensive, 
virtuous anil communicable, thnn by any fond ostentation of 
riches; or, wanting truw i irtues mi self, l'""-l ilmt these were in 
toy ancestors, (and yet I grant, that "here tt noble and ancient 
descent and such merits meet in mij man, it i- a double diimitU-u- 
non of tbat person ;) so, if this antiquity of angling, which for 
my part I have not forced, shall, like in ancient family, be 
either an honour or on ornament to this virtuous art wbich 1 
profess to love and practise, I shall be the gladder that I made 
an accidental mention of the antiquity of it, of which I (hall 
say no more, but proceed to that just commendation which 1 
tliink it deserves. 

And for that. I shall tell you, that in ancient times a debate 
hath risen, and it remains yet mnv-ukvil. 11 li. ther the happiness 
of man in this world doth liin-lst more in contemplation or 
action? 

Concerning which, some have endeavoured to maintain their 
opinion of the first ; by saying, that the nearer we mortals come 
to God by way of imitation, vbr more happy we are. And they 
say, that God enjoys hiiiisi If only by :■. CLiuiemplation of his own 
infinitenesi. eternity, power, and goodness, and the like. And 
upon this ground, many cloisters! men of great learning and 
devotion prefer contemplation before action. And many of the 
fathers seem to approve this opinion, as may appear in their 
commentaries upon the words of our Saviour to Martha, Luke 
i. 41, 42. 

And, on the contrary, there want not men of equal autho- 
rity and credit, that prefer action to be the more excellent; as, 
namely, experiments in physic, and the application of it, both 
for the ease and prolongation of man's life ; by which each man 
is enabled to act and do good to others, — either (o serve his 
country, or do good to particular persons. And they say, also, 
that action is doctrinal, and teaches. Iioth art and virtue, and 
is a mnintainer of humane society ; and for these, and other like 
reasons, to be preferred U-ldiv n intern plation. 

Concerning which two opinion- I slinll fin-in-nr to add a third, 
by declaring my mvn ; and rest myself contented in telling you, 
my very worthy friend, that both these meet together, and do 
most properly belong to tin: most lume-t. ingenuous, quiet, and 
harmless art of angling-. 

And first, 1 shall tell you what some have observed, and I 
have found it to be a real truth, that the very flitting by the 
river's side is not only the i|iiiete-t and fittest place for contem- 
plation, but will invite an angler to it; and this seems to be 
maintained by (he learned Pet. du Moulin, who, in his discourse 
of the fulfilling of prophecies uVorvc, " that when God intended 
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to reveal any future events or liijih notions to bis prophets, i 
then carried Tbem either to the deserts, or the sea-shore, that 
having so separated them from amidst the press of people an 
business, .mil tin- cares '.if r 1 1 i. j world, lie inipht settle ihar mini 
in a quiet repose, mid there make them ill for revelation." 

And this seems also in be intimated by the Children of Itrael, 
fPual. exxxvii.) who having in a sad condition banished all mirth 
and music from their pensive hearts, and having; hung up their 
then mute harp- upon die ivillow trees growing by the ri 
Babylon, sut down upon those banks, bemoaning tin r 
Sion, and contemplating their own sad condition. 

And an ingcuions Spaniard say-, that " river* and the 
inhabitants of the watery element were made for wise men to 
contemplate, ami fouls t'.i ]■!■-■• by without consideration." And 
though 1 will net rank myself in the number of the first, yet 
give me leave to free myself from the last, by offering to you a 
short contemplation, — first of rivers, and then of fish ; con- 
cerning which I doubt not but to give you many observations 

that will appear very consideinble . I -m-.- rliey h a ve appeared 

so tome, and made many mi lu.ur pus. away more pleasant Is. as 
I have sat quietly on a flowery bank by a calm river, and con- 
templated wlini I shall now relate to you. 

And, first, concerning rivers; there be so many wonden 
reported and written of them, mid of the several creatures that 
be bred and live in them, and those by authors of i 
that we need not to deny them an historical faith. 

As, namely, of a river in Kpinrs, that puts out any lighted 
torch, and kindles any torch that was not lighted.' fc* 
waters, being drunk, cause madness, some drunkenness. 
some laughter to death. The river Sebmu in a few h 
turns a rod, or wand, to stone : and our Camden mentions the 
like in England, and the like in Lorlnnere. in Ireland. f There 
is ulso a river in Arabia, of which all the sheep that drink thereof 
have their wool lurried into n vermilion colour. J And one of 
no less credit than Aristotle, tells us of a merry river, the river 
Elusina, that dunces ut the noise of music : for with music it 
bubbles, dances, mid grows sandy, and so continues till the 
music ceases; but then it presently returns to its wonted 
ness and clearness, ij And Camden tells us of a well 
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Mole,) lhat after it has run several mile*, being apposed by 
hills, finds or makes itself a way under ground, and breaks out 
opsin so far off, that tin." inhabitants tliH-eiiliout boast, as the 
Spaniards do of their river Anus, -lhat they feed divers flocks 
uf sheep upon a bridge. And. lastly, for 1 would not tire your 
|»Titiit-e, one of no less authority limn Josepbus, that learned 
Jew, tells us of a river in Judea that ram swiftly ali the ail 
days of the week, and stands still ami rests all their Sabbath.* 

But 1 will lay aside my discourse tif rivers, and tell you some 
Jungs of the monsters, or tish, call t.heni what you will, that 
they breed and feed in them. Pliny ilic philosopher says, in 
the third chapter of his ninth hook, that in the Indian Sea. the 
Gab called the liulm, i, < >r tvhirli iml. [■-■ so King and broad us to take 
up more in length and breadth than two acres of ground ; and, 
of other fish of two hundred cubits long ; and that, in the river 
Ganges, there be eels of thirty feet long. He says there, that 
these monsters appear in lhat sea only when the tempestuous 
winds oppose the torrents of waters falling from the rocks into 
it, and so turning what lay at 'lie bintoju !<i li, 1 sri'u j.il rhe 
water's top. And he pay.-, that I lie peoplf uf Cadara, an island 
near this place, make the timber for their houses of those lisb- 
hones. He there tells us, that there are sometimes a thousand 
of these great eels found wrapt or interwoven together.! He 
tells us there, that it appears lhat dolphins love music, and will 
come when called for, by some men or boys that know, and 
used to feed them ; and (hut tlii-y fan i-ivim us awift as an atrow 
can be shot out of a bow : and much of this is spoken con- 
cerning the dolphin,! and other fish, as mav he found also in 
the learned I) r Cawiubim's Dis-mn -si' if Credulity and Incredulity, 
printed by him about the year 10711. 

I know, we islanders are averse to the belief of these wonders ; 
but there be bo many strange creatures to be now seen, many 
collected by John Tradescaut, and others added by my friend 
Kills Aihmolc, Esq. § who now keeps them carefully and 
methodically at his house near to Lambeth, near London, as 
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may get some belief of some of the other wonders 1 mentioned . 
I will tell you some of the wonders that you may now Mr " J 
not till then believe, unless you think fit. 

You may there see the Hog-fish, the Dog-fish, the Dolphin, the 
Coney-fish, the Parrot-fish, the Shark, the Poison-fish. Snord- 
! ; .ih. and not only other incredible lish, but you may there lee the 
Salamander, (avail sorts of Barnacles, of Solan Geese, the Bird 
of Paradise ; such sorts of Snakes, and such birds' nests, and of 
so various form a. ami so wonderfully made, us may beget wonder 
and sin use merit in any beholder ; and so many hundred of other 
rarities in that collection, as will make the other wonders I spake 
of the less, incredible ; for you may note, that the waleri 
Nature's storehouse, in which she locks up her wonders. 

But, sir, least this discourse may seem tedious, I shall give it 
a sweet conclusion out of that holy poet, Mr George Herbert, 
his divine Contemplation on God's Providence : 

Lnrd! whi> hath praisi* ^nnnsli -nay, ivf>n i<.,n, uriy ? 






And ai concerning fish, in that psalm, Pialm riv. wherein, for 



i to the amazement of a 

sea, the rivers, and the fish therein contained! 
And the great naturaliit Pliny Bays, " That Nature's great ■■ 
wonderful power is more demonstrated in the sea than on t 
land." And this may appear, by the numerous and vnrio 
(Toaturea inliabitinc Wli in ;m<! - ■ ! ■■ ■ ■ i r tlun clement j us to tl__ 
readers of Gesner, Rondeletius, Pliny, Auronius, Aristotle, 
and others, may be demonstrated. But I will sweeten this 
discourse also out of a contemplation in divine Du Bartas, (in 
the Fifth Day,) who says: 
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As r«v iK^JIvu'ig l™n«™i«Y *"** 

A. Bl-u rum-, i'hIv", ImrHe, har«, aadbopi, 

These seem to lie wonders ; tint have had so 



:o l)e wonders ; but have had so many cottfinnFt- 
11 of learning and rredit. that you need not doubt 
them. Nor are the number, nor tbe various shapes, of fishes 
more strange, ov iiwmv tit for .'iiuromi.hition, thin tbi-ir iluTereiu 
natures, inclinations, and actions : concerning which I shall beg 
vfmr |r:iti.-:!'. ear n little longer. 

The Cuttle-fish mil east ■ long cut out of her throat, which, 
like as an angler doth hi- line, she -..ml, tli forth and pulletli in 
again at her pleasure, acnrrtinii :i- -In; sees some little li-h conic 
near to her; and the cuttle-fish, ljcint; then hid in the gravel, 
lets the smaller fish nibble and bite the end of it ; at which time 
she, by little and little, draws the smaller fish so near to her 
that she may leap upon her, and then catches and devours her : 
«nd, for this reason, some have ciilcd tin* li-h the >?ea-angler.f 

And there is a tisli called a Hermit, that, at a certain age, gets 
into a dead fish's sheD, and, like a hermit, dwells there alone, 
studying the wind and weather ; and so turns her shell, that she 
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tsmp. Henr) II. 

•' NViire ii«» Orlor.i i , .'ii.rl-.'.l.. ■■ mine fUhers nl tho Ma traiki? in their 
net* • fl;h, harinn tlic -luvrcif nnnri in all point*: which tish ""a kept !>t 

i: .r .i.i. ■ „■.!.■ ill, ii, ]i. ill-.-il-l..- ■■I'll I..- ..| LJ:f,.r.i. n- ■ ■■.-;'.., 

tilUto spurn of oix Burnetii* mi.iiri.r. . I,. i i v-i.ii.l.i. H.. -iji.keii'ituwnri 
AllianiinoriJtnciti'flli-ilidi.n, I hi -I k'ci.JHv ran- fl-h. alter Ii.' I.u.l 



,if (he whi. w.-li nil i..,iIit.tn. I in. tine Iliiii ■.. ii.-N-iiml, i" may Buppoie 
Itivii) t.. !.->■■ l;c en reiirly I.i .- ■ r I ... L i. will, Call Iran In the Tempeil, 
n, Uiti a™l li::l>l. . v., .lull. -■ rti....HT ! 
i 1 lir ,-ii!ll,.-ti-h I,::- i„ [ r mil, ..- In-iv r.|i reseated, hut right 
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makes it defend ber from the injuries that they would bring 

There is also a fish called by .Elian, in his ninth book ' 
Living Creatures," chap. xrL the Adonis, or darting of die 
so called, became it is i taring and innocent fish, a fish that 
hurts nothing that bath life, and is at peace with all the 
numerous inhabitants of that vast ii-jten demon i and tiulv, 1 
think most anglers are so disposed to most of mankind. 

And there are also lustful and chaste fishes, of which I 



And, first, what Du Barns says or a fish called the Sorgus, 
which, because none can express it better than he does, 1 shall 
give you in his own words ; supposing it 'hall not have the less 
credit for being verse ; for be bath gathered tins and other 

observations out of authors that have been great slid initiiatitiiiii 
searchers into the secrets of nature I 

Wivn every day, id ib* devil ?tr?unt, bul, -atracr/i' : 
At H the honrv of «ev-U,ve di-ii^h t 
CaaJd bb! hAh Mi raasjiafl npp-.-iite, 

Hurnuif Ueir bushaudi thai had horns befura. 
And the same author writes concerning the Cantharus, that 
which you shall also bear in his own words : 



Sir, hut b little longer and I have done. 

Venator. Sir, take what liberty you think fit, for yo 
discourse seeing to lie music, anil charms nit to nil attention. 

Pticator. Why, then, sir, I will dike a liberty to tell, at 
rBther to remcinln-r you, what is slid iif Turtle-doves: first, 
that they silently plight tlu-ir tr-ith mid marry; and that then 
the survivor scorns, as the T!irm-i,in ivoui.-n fire said to do, to 
outlive hi' or herniate, and this is taken for a truth ; * and if the 
survivor shall ever couple with nnotln-r, then not unl> ilie living, 
hut the dead, be it either the be or the she, is denied the name 
and honour of a true Turtle-dove, f 
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Ind to parallel this land rarity, and teach mankind mural 
i. in i-nini.Tnri tli"'.- that tulle nf religion, and yet 
■ sJiolt i'f the moral faith uf fish and fowl — men that violate 
law affirmed hy St Paul, (Rom. ii. 14, 15.) to be writ in 
tieir hearts, anil which, he says, shall at tin- last day condemn 
and lea ve tliem vvitliont excuse, 1 pray hearken to what Du 
Bartas sings, (in the Fifth Day.) for tht' Beating of Midi conjugal 
faithfulness will lie music to all chaste far* ; and therefore 1 pray 
hearken to what Du Bartas sings tif the Mullet : 



Preitf to cuusurt him, Lulli in lifu and death. 

On the contrary, what shall 1 sny or the Home Cock, which 
trends any hen. and [hen, r.m'raiy to the Swan, the Part rit lee. 
and Pigeon, takes n< fare to hatfh, in feed, or to cherish hi* own 
brood, but i* senseless, thuiurli they perish. J And 'tis con- 
siderable, that the Hen, (which, because she also takes tiny cock, 
expects it not.) who is sure the chirkens tie her own, bath, hy 
a naoral impression, her care and street ion to her own brood 
more than doubled, even to such ti ln-ieht, that oar Saviour, in 
expressing his love to Jerusalem, r'Matt. xxiii. 37.) quotes her 
for an example of tender affection ; as his Father had done Job 
for a pattern of patience. 

And to parallel this Cock, there he divers fishes that cast their 
spawn on flays or stones, and then Leave it u no .i ..red and exposed 

to become a prey and lie dev ft! by vermin ■ >r other !'i>h.-. 

But other fishes, as namely (he Barbel, take such rare for the 
preservation of theirseed, that (unlike to the Cock or the Cuckoo) 
they mutually labour, both the spawner and the meltcr, to cover 
their spawn with sand, or watch it, or hide it in some secret 
place, unfrequented by vermin or by any fish but themselves, § 

Sir, these examples may, to you and others, seem strange i 
hut they are testified, some hy Aristotle, some hy Pliny, some 
hy Geener, |l and by many others of credit, and are believed and 

* <Jr f.-llow -, er, iH-il-pherr, r,rd-fi.llrjw. 

t frrst. fr tin- Fitau'li,/."*. Liit.^rrr.i'...., : 
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known by divers, both of wisdom and experience, t( 
truth ; and indeed are, as I said at the beginning, fit for the 
contemplation of a most serious and a most pious man. And, 
doubtless, this made die prophet David say, " They that occupy 
themselves in deep waters see the wonderful works of God:" 
indeed, such wonders and pleasures, too, as the land affords 
not. And that they be fit for the contemplation of the most 
prudent, and pious, and peaceable men, seems lo be testified by 
the practice of so many devout and contemplative men as the 
patriarchs and prophets of old, and of the apostles of our Saviour 
in our latter times, of which twelve we are sure he chose four 
that were simple fishermen, whom he inspired, and sent to 
publish his blessed will to the Gentiles, mid inspired them also 
with a power to apeak all languages, and by their powerful 
eloquence to beget faith in the unbelieving Jews, mid thenistlvei 
to suffer for that Saviour whom their forefathers and they had 
crucified, and, in their sufferings, to preach freedom from the 
encumbrances of the law, and a new way to everlasting life. 
This was the cin [.■■!■!> mi -nt "f tin ■>■ happy fishermen ; concerning 
which choice some have made these observations: 

First, that he never reproved these for their employment or 
calling, as lie did the scribes and the money -changers. And, 
secondly, he found that the beans of such men, by nature, were 
fitted for contemplation and quietness — men of mild, and sweet. 
and peaceable spirits, as indeed most anglers are : these men our 
blessed Saviour, who i- observed tn love i,. plimt grace in good 
natures, though indeed nothing be too hard for him, yet these 
men he chose to call from their irreproveable employment of 
fishing, and gave them grace to be his disciples, and to follow 
him, and do minders : I say four of twelve. 

And it is observable, tlint it was our Saviour's will that 
these, our four fisJii'mieii. =.|,oniil hive .1 j'riority of nomination 
in the catalogue of hi- t Helve apostles, (Matt. *.): as namely, 
first, Saint Peter, Saint Andrew, Saint James, and Saint John: 
and then the rest in their order. 

And it is yet more observable, that when our blessed 
Saviour went up intu the Mount, when he left the rest of his 
disciples, and chose only three to bear him company at his 
Transfiguration, that those three were all fishermen. And it 
is to be believed, tkit nil the other apostles, after they betook 
themselves to follow Christ, tietook themselves to be fishermen 
too ; for it is certain that the greater number of them were found 
together, fishing, by Jesus, after his resurrection, as it is recorded 
in the '.'1st chapter of Saint John's Gospel. 

And since 1 have your promise to hear me with patience, 1 

will take the liberty to look Imck upon an observation that hath 

n made by an ingenious and learned man, who observes. 
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that Cod halh been pleased to allow those, whom he himself bath 
appointed To write hi- link will in I lolv \\ nt. vet to eipree* his 
will in such metaphors Hi their former affections or practice had 
inrlined them to. And be bring! Solomon tor mi example, who, 
before his conversion. was renuirkiilily carnally amorous ; and 
after, bv God's appointment, wrote that spiritual dialogue, or 
bolv amorous love-song, the Canticles, betwixt God and his 
stack, in which ho says, ■' his beloved had eyes like the fish 
pools of Heflhbon." 

And if ihif hold in reason, as 1 sec none tii the contrary, then 
it may be probably concluded, thiit Moses (who, 1 told you 
before, writ the book of Job ■ ;inil the propliei Amos, who was 
a shepherd, were both anglers; fur yon shall. In all the Old 
Testament, find fish-hooks, I think, but twice mentioned, 
sanely, b) meek Moses, the friend of God, and by the humble 
prophet Amos.* 

Concerning which last, iifiuicty the prophet Amos, 1 shall 
make but tbis observation, thai be llml -liull read the humble, 
lowly, plain style of that prophet, and compare it with the high, 
glorious, eloquent style or the prophet Isaiah, (though they be 
both equally true,) may easily believe Amos to be, not only u 
shepherd, but a good-natured plain fisherman ; which I do the 
rather beh'eTe, by comparing the tuTeclioiiate. loving, lowly, 
humble Epistles of Saint Peter, Snint. Jiunes. and Saint John, 
whom we know were all fishers, with the glorious language and 
high metaphors of Saint Paul, who we may believe was not. 

And for the lawfulness of fishing 1 ,— it may very well be main- 
tained by our Saviour's bidding Si Peter east his book into the 
water and catch a fish. Tor money to pay tribute to Oesar.* 

And let me tell you. that angling is of high esteem, and of 
much use in other nations. He that reads the Voyages of 
Ferdinand Meuricz Pinto, f shall find that there he declares to 
have found a kinc and several priests a-fishing. 

And he that raids Plutarch shall find, that angling was not 

* Walton wits u ir I s,ii|iii.vi-r L .link !li-r.'fi.n> can hurilly 1... naiifiierl 
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contemptible in toe days of Mark Antony and Cleopatra, and 
that thcj-, ill the miil-t of their "underfill glory, used angbnfc re- 
ft principal recreation." Anil let me tell you, tbut in the Scrip. 
ture, angling is always taken in the best sense ; anil that thou|fh 
hunting may be sometimes so taken, yet it ia but seldom to be 
so understood. And let me add this more : he that views the 
ancient Ecelcsiaatical Canons, shall find hunting to be forbidden 

to churebmen, as heirig a turluM, nr. toilsome, pei j 1 1 » ■ \. i 3 1 :_: r. .■■ 

tion ; and shall rind angling allowed to clergymen, as being 
luirinless recreation — 
plation and quietness. 

I might here enlarge myself, by telling you what cotntnenda- 
tiora our learned l'i rkins hestows on angling; and how dear 
a lover, and great a practiscr of it our learned Dr Whitaker 
whs. us indeed many other* of great learning have been. Bill 

will content myself with :w<, .iioraMe men, that lived near t 

our own time, whom 1 also take to have been ornaments to the 
art of angling. 

The first is Dr Nowel, sometime Dean of the cathedral 
of St Paul's, in London, where his monument stands yet him 

— a man that, in the reform at i I' Ijiie.-n Kli'.ihetll, (not . 

Henry VIII. j mis so noted for his meek spirit, deep lenmini.' 
prudence, und piety, that the then parliament and convocabw 
both chose, enjoined, and trusted biin to be the man to make a 
catechism for public use, such a one as should stand as a rule * 
faith and rnunners to their posterity. And the good old mi 
(though he was very learned, yet knowing that God lends 
not to heaven by many nor by hard questions,) like an hon 

nut rvnteniptihii- in Hip il.iys uf Mirk Anti'nv uinl li 

trious prostitute c-n.lenvi.il r,-4 to mak.. it «... The fart related hj FlnUnfc 

,ii„ RUownw:— 

" It ivnuid l»> vi-rv i..rli..n-= I triniiiK tn rn-ount all Ml follies 

nihil!? must nut be tnrt'.rt. lie went "Ml aae ,l"y In JUitfle with CI 

.'!■! •■--■■ if ■•■ iiiih.i-lmiiir.i :,. i-.ji'h n.ittimi! ii tli- lire- ■■! Iii- 

k ■- md ciiv ' ' " 

■s tint 



■ :■ 1, I..:.: li. iv. n uj. ii... ...' il • l.-.-li-.tTii uerrnvvd the 

j.r.'i.ni'fl. ti.iu-, ,-rr, t., I,.- ^urp.'i I al lii> u I lerti in,l ■ 

tnlJ it id all Iiit friwnls. unit invitcil ttmm lo cume i.n J ' 

noit dsj. Accordingly, a. von I wee Hnapaw mat 

vessels. nndnssnnT. as Ail1..m$- liml let ,U"i'ii Ins hue, si 

■ il her si'rvanr- I.. lie a. V..r.'1'i.ai.i ,villi .■".nO'iiv'-, mel. divii.j int.. 

+ I'll,. 1,,,-t i.- Imilt Whitaker ii thus attested St Dr Faller, in > 

IW-I SM. , 1 till. |.|,;,|. tl. "l-i«l,ii!j nill, tie is |„ inn* nth" 

ii tnrtui-f limn i, [il.-ii-iii-.., up snnnl in. iniur ,.s mute n. tlie tlih thej m» 
In take ; let lu-rrwilluil Dr WJiitak.T ""a- much ,l..aa!i1i.,l." 

!.. i-..- ■ ■■ ... .... . |.| 
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angler, made thai pood, plain, un perplexed catechum which is 
printed with our good old Service- 1 look, — 1 say, this flood man 
was a dear lover ami coin tit r it prin-tiser of angling, aa any nge 
cm produce : and his custom was to upend, besides his lured 
ton nf prayer, (those hours which, by command of the church, 
were enjoined the clergy, and voluntarily dedicated to devotion 
by many primitive Christians,)— 1 say, besides those hours, 
das good man was observed to spend a tenth part of his time in 
anrtiiiK ; and also (for I bin' conversed with those which have 
co mer a e d with him) to bestow a tenth part of his revenue, and 
usually all his ti-h, unionist ihe poor that inhabited near to 
those rivers in which it wus rank-lit -, stiyinir often, " that charity 
gave life to religion :" mid, nt his return to liis house, woulil 
praise God he had spent that day free from worldly trouble, 
both harmlessly, mid in a recr.eatioii that became a churchman. 
And this pood man was well content, if not desirous, that 
posterity should know he «n an angler, u may appear by his 
picture, now to be seen, and carefully kept, in Brawn-Nose 
College, to which lit w.i- :i lilicn! I it no fact or. In which picture 
he is drawn, leaning on a desk, with hie Bible before him : and 
on one hand of him bis lints, hooks, ami other tackling, lying 
in a round; and, on hi- other liuuil, lire hi. uiijrU'-rode of several 
sorts,* and by them this is written, *' that be died I'hh lebruarj 
1601, being aped ninety-live yrnrs, fori \ -four of which he had 
been dean of St Paul's church, and that bis age had neither 
impaired Ids hearing, nor dhnniud his eyes, nor weakened his 
memory, nor made any of the faculties of his mind weak or 
useless." It is said that angliue; iinil temperance were great causes 
of these blessings. And I wish the like to all that imitate him, 
and love the memory of so good a man. 

My next and last example >l:;ili in- 'hit under valuer of money, 
the fate provost of Eton College, Sir H.nry Wotton, (a man 
with whom 1 have often fished >md conversed,) a man, whose 
foreign employments in the service of this nation, and whose 
experience, learning, wit, and cheerfulness, made his company 
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him] « frequent practiser, of the art of angling; of which he 
would say, "it was an emplojiineiil fat Ui !■ L 1 ■- time, which was 
T |,,,„ not i illy spent; for angling was, after tedious study, ■ 
rent to his mind, n cheerer or his spirits, a diverter of sadness, 
ii i-iiliin-r of u!i'[iiii't thoughts, a moderator of prions, a procurer 
of rantentedness ;" and •■ that it begat habits of peace and 
patience iu those that profaned and practised it." Indeed, 
my friend, von will iinil tingling to be like ihe virtue or humi- 
lirv, which IviK n ml n i ii ess of spirit, and a world of oilier blessings 
attending upon it. 

Sir. thin was the saving of that learned man, " and I do 
easily believe, that peace and patience, and a calm content, 
did cohabit in the cheerful heart of Sir Henry Wotton, 
because I know, that when he was beyond seventy year* of 
age, he made this description of a part of the present pleasure 
that possessed him, ai lie sat uuietlv, in a summer's evening, 
on a hanlt a-tiahiiii;. It is a description of the spring; which, 
necau-c it glided a- soft and sweetly from bis pen, as that river 
does at this time, by which it was then made, 1 shall repeal it 






VtlXXf 



well dici'inbled Hy ; 



• I mil aild to « anthort Hri ol dtitrojafafcH anglers. Frofeiwr 



!•« livirr lmth nl (iT-fidhinir mad flf-BiliemiHi. Oaj'i para mo 
_„w, una hi, pm.l-iiilr rmxlfl-M f..r tin- .-■ ■ ■ ' 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
S,,hn T..Mn. .uth.ir r>f 111.- !/.« .Um,n. ..■■» Mi udept ■na>r, Nav. I cu 
«,an,l phlkwnphen; Iraafn 
hrl.iHi wis >H^Ux, 




Tim stood my frleiiil.witli patient sk 

Attending- [If III! trim'. liiii; rjuill . 

Willi llii' -will J'llin i'i-'- • i1;iij»iiiI rp.-l 
The prruveB ulr<-;nK did riy.iivi' 
InPiilumvL'strJiituiiliiiiLF l„l,,. ; 
Tfcft ihowen wm ■h«t, th*> weather i 
JIM manlnr Anil, the evening mulled 
Jou take* her nt*t ruWj'd pnii, mid o< 

Where, I'm siw t'lr-iy (mil. Lull -rai 
JrMll itrvkM > !<yllllljut> ur lu-:ii». 
Tk. Seld* ud gardens nit boast 
™'1h tollf*, «'»■«-. .. ,,!,-■ 
1 unw, tt jrh Int.-, il 



These were the thoughts that then possessed the undis- 
turbed mind of Sir Henry Wotton. Will you hear the wish 
of another angler, and The conuiiendiuion of his hnppy life, 
which he also siii(js in verse ; namely, Jo. Darars, Esq. 
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Taking thereto mi little dYlrrtatirm, 
Tn think hmv lilnnp, how wonderful they he; 

ArdwhlfeclnlwikaoiitluM ™S joyftJ 'eye. 

Sir, I am glad mv memory has not lost these last 
because they are somewhat more pleasant and more ! 
to May-day than my harsh discourse. And I am gla 
patience hath held out so long, as to hear them and me; for 
both of them have lirouftht us within rim sight of the Thatched 
House. And 1 must be your debtor, if you think it worth yt 
attention, for the rest of my promised discourse, till ea 
oilier opportunity, anil a like time of leisure. 

Venator. Sir, ion have misled me on with much pleasi 
to the Thatched House; and 1 now find your words true. 
" that good company makes the way seem short; " for, C 
me, sir, I thought we had wanted three mile- of this house, 
you shewed it to me. But now we are at it, we'll turn i 
it, inn! refresh ourselves with a cup of drink and a little rest 

Piscalor. Most gladly, sir, and we'll drink u rivil cup u 
the otter hunters I hat Lire (n meet you to-morrow. 

Venator. That we will, sir, and to all the lovers of angling 
too. of which nuiiifier I -nil now willing to he one myself; for, 
by the help of your gooil discourse and company, I have put on 
new thoughts, both of the iirt of angling, and of all that profeM 
it : and if you will lull meet me to-morrow at the time and place 
appointed, and ho-Kiw one dm with me and my friends in ' 
ing the Otter, I will (leilicjuv the uett two days to wall 
you; and we two will, for that time, do nothing but angl 
talk of fish and Hshing. 

Piscator. 'Tis a match, sir; ( will not fail you, God willing, 
to he at Am well Hill to-morrow morning before sun-rising. 



CHAPTER II. 

(caafen My frirnd Piscator. you have kept time with my 

IJuWfrbta; for the sun is jus! risint'. and 1 myself just now come 
roihis place, ami thtr dogs have ju-r now put down an otter. 
Look: ijown at the bottom of the hill there, in that meadow, 
chequered with water lilies and lady-smocks, — there you may see 
H-hat work they make : look '. look 1 you may see all busy. 
men and dogH, dogs and men, nil busy. 

Pixaitor. Sir, I am right glad to meet you, and glad to have 
so fair an entrance into this day's spurt, and glad to see so many 
dogs and more men all in pursuit of the otter. Let's compli- 
ment no longer, hut join unto them. Come, honest Venator, 
let's be gone, let us make haste ; I long to be doing; no 
reasonable hedge or ditch ^hall hold me. 

Venator, Cienllemiin liiiiit-ui:.ii. where found you this Otter ? 

flBM/mwn. Marry, sir. we found her a mile from this place, 
a-fishing. She has this morning eaten the greatest part of this 
trout ; she has only left thus much of it, as you see, and was 
fishing for more ; when we came, n-c found her just at it : but 
we were here very early ■. we were here an hour before sun-rise, 
and have given her no rest since we came ; sure, she will hardly 
escape all these dogs and men. I am to have the skin, if we 
kill her. 

Senator. Why. sir, what '- [lie sVin worth ? 

Httnlxmaa. "Tis worth ten shillings to make gloves; the 
gloves of Rn Otter ore the best fortification for your hands that 
can he thought on against wet weather. 

Pincalor. I pray, honest huntsman, let me ask you a pleasant 
question : do yon hunt a beast or a fish ? 

Huntsman. Sir, It li not in my power to resolve you ; Heave 
it to be resolved tiy I lie culli-w "f Carthusians, who have made 
vows never to eat flesh. But, I have heard, the question hath 
been debated among many pvi:t clerks. i<id they seem to differ 
about it ; yet most agree that her tail is fish ! and if her body 
be fish too. then I may say that a fish will walk upon land ; 
for an Otter does so sometimes, five, or six, or ten miles in a 
night, to catch for her young ones, or to glut herself with fish. 
And I ran tell you that pigeons will fly forty miles for a break- 
fart ; but, sir, 1 am sure the Otter devours much fish, nnd kills 
and spoils much more than he eats. And I can (ell you, that 
thin dog-fisher — for ao the Latins call him — can smell a fish 
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in the water a hundred yard; (mm him : Gesner says mad 
Farther, and thai his stones arc good against the falling 
.irk ni'is ; and that there is an herb, benione, which, being hum,- 
vi a linen cloth, near a fish pond, or any haunt that he uses, 
makes him to avoid the place ; which proves be smells both by 
water and land. And I can tell you, there is brave hunting 
this water-dog in Cornwall, where there have been so many, 
that our learned Camden says there is a river called Ottersey, 
which was so named by reason of the abundance of otters that 
bred and fed in it. And thus much for my knowledge of the 
Otter ; which you may now see above water at vent, and the 
dogs close with him : 1 now see he will nut last long. Follow, 
therefore, my masters, follow ; for Sweetlips was like to have 
him at this hist vent. 

Venator. Oh me I aD the horse are got over the rivet . 
what shall we do now ? shall we follow them over the water ? 

Huntsman. No, ar, no i be not so eager : stay a little, and 
follow me ; for both they and the dogs will be suddenly on 
this side again, I warrant you, and the Otter too, it may be. 
Now, have at him with Kiibuck, for he vents again. 

Waaler. Marry, so he does ; for look ! be vents in thai 
corner. Now, now, Ringwood has him : now, he is gun* 
again, and has bit the poor dog. Now Sweetlips has her: 
bold her, Sweetlips ! now all the dogs have her, some above, and 
some under water ; but now, now she is tired, and past losing. 
Come, bring her to me, Sweetlips. Look ! it is a biteh-otter, 
anil she has lately whelped. Let's fro to the place where she 
was put down, and not far from it you will find all her young 
ones, I dare warrant you, and kill them all too. 

Huntsman. Come, gentlemen! come all I let's go to the 
place where we put down the Otter. Look you 1 hereabout il 
was that she kennelled ; look you! here it wan indeed ! for here'. 
her young ones, no less than five : come, let's kill them all. 

Piscofor. No : 1 pray sir, Bave me one, and I'll try if 1 can 
make her tame, as 1 know an ingenious gentleman in Leicester- 
shite, Mr Nicholas Seagravo, has done; who hath not only 
made her tame, but to catch fish, and do many other thing> 
of iihi'.Ii pleasure. 

Himttman. Take one with all my heart ; but let us kill the 
test. And now, let's go to an honest alehouse, where we 
may have a cup of good barley nine, and sing Old Rtot, and 
all of us rejoice together. 

Venator. Com,', my liii'Tid Pisnitor, let me invite you „ 

with us. Ill bear your charges this night, anil you shall bear 
mine to-morrow ; for my intention is to accompany you a day 
or two in fishing. 

Piscator. Sir, your request is granted ; and I shall be right 
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fclid both to exchanga such a courtesy, and also to enjoy your 
■company. 

Vauttor. Well, now let's go to your tiport of angling. 
Pucater. Let '» be going, with all my heart. God keep you 
■ ill, gentlemen, and send you meat, this day, with another bitch- 
I otter, and kill ber merrily, and all her young ones too. 

Now, Rwmtor, where mil vou begin to fish ? 
Piacator. We aie not yet come to a likely place : 1 must walk 
a mile, farther yet before I begin. 

Venator. Well, then, 1 pray, aa we walk, tell me freely, how 
do you like your lodging, and mine boat, and the company ? Is 
' jc host a win y man ? 
Uor. Sir, t will tell you presently what I think of your 
nit, first, I will tell you, I am glad these otters were 
killed ; and 1 am sorry that there are no more otter- killers, Tor I 
know that the want of otter -killers, and the not keeping the 
fence -month a for the preservation of fish, will, in time, prove 
truction of all rivers. And those very few tbut are left, 
that make conscience of the laws of the nation, und of keeping 
days of abstinence, will be forced to eat flesh, or suffer more 
nconveniences than are yet foreseen. 

Venalor. Why, sir, what be those that you call the fence- 
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But, above all, the taking fish in s pawning ti 
to he against nature : it islike the taking thedami 
she hatches her young — a sin so uirainsl nature that Almighty 
God hath, in the Levitieal law, made a law against it. 

But the poor fish have enemies enough betide such unnatural 
fishermen ; as, namely, the otters that 1 spake of, the Cormorant, 
the Bittern, the Osprey, tlit- Swi-gull. the Heron, I lie King-fisher, 
the Gorara," the Puet,'tthe Swan, Goose, Duck, and the Craber,* 
which some eall the Water-tat : against nil which imyhoneat inau 
may make n ju-i qii»m ! bill I will Dot ; 1 will leave them ti> 
be quarrelled with iiii'l killed by others; for I am not of o cruel 
nature — I love to kill nothing but fish. 

And, now, to your question concerning your host, to speak 
truly, he is not to me ;i nuoil eomr.aniou : for most of his conceits 
were either Scripture jo.stj. or l.^nvioiis jests, for which 1 count 
no man witty : for the devil will help a man, that way inclined. 

to the first ; anil his own corrupt nature, which he always '— 

with him, to the latter. But a companion that feasts the en 
with wit and mirth, and leaves out the sin which is usually : 
with them, he is the man ; and, indeed, such a oompunian should 
have his charges Borne : and to such company i hope to bring 
you this night ; Tor at Trout Hull, not far from this place, where 
1 purpose to lodge to-night, there is usually an angler that proves 
good company. And, let me tell you, good company and good 
discourse are the very sinews of virtue. But for such dbarjkwM 
us we beard last night, it infects others ; the very boys will lean 
to talk and swear, as they heard mine host, and another of the 
company that shall he nameless. I tun sorry the other it • 
gentleman — for less religion will not save their souls than a 
beggar's — I think more will lie required at the last great day, 
Well, you know what evu in pie is able to do; and I know what 
the poet says in the like case, which is worthy to be noted by 
all parents and people of civility, — 
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but at yonder tree I shall catch n (.'huh : Mid then we'll turn to 
an Loneat cleanly hottest, that I know right well, rest ourselves 
there, and dress it for our dinner. 

Vaatar. Oh, sir! a Chub is the worst tish that swims: I hoped 
furs Trout to my dinner. 

Piacator. Trust me, sir. there is not a likely place for a Trout 
beroabout : and we staid so long to take our leave of your hunts- 
men (hi* morning, that the sun is (rot so high, and shines so 
tlett, that I will nut undertake rlie ditching of a Trout till 
■wrong. And though a Chub he, by yon and many others, 
reckoned the worst of fish, yet you shall see I'll make it a good 
fish by dressing it. 

Vejuilnr. Why, innv will ym dress him? 

Piscator. Ill tell you by ;ind by, when 1 have caught him. 
Look you here, str,[doyou see? (bat you must stand very close,) 
there lie upon the top of the water, in this very hole, twenty 
Chubs. I'll eat eh only one, and that shall be the biggest of 
ihem all ! and that 1 will do so, 1 '11 hold yon twenty to one : 
and you shall see it done. 

Venator. Ay, marry, girt now you talk like an artist, and 
1 11 say you are one, when I shall see you perform what you 



do it presently. Look ! the biggest of these Chubs has had some 
braise upon his tail, by a Pike, nr some other accident, and that 
looks like a white spot; that very Chub I mean to put into 
your hands presently. Sit you hut down in the shade, and stay 
but a little while, and, I '11 warrant you, 1 'II bring him to you. 

Venator. 1 'II sii down and liujie uell, because you seem to be 
so confident. 

PitcatOT. Look you, sir, there is a trial of my skill! there he is, 
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na 1 was to catch him : 1 "11 now lead you to an honest alehouse, 
where wc shall find i cleanly room, lavender in the windows 
and twenty ballads stuck about the wall. There my hc~tt"i 
(which t may tell you i- both cleaiilv, and handsome, and civil) 
hath dressed many a one for me, and shall now dress it after my 
fashion, and I warrant it good meat. 

Venator. Come, sir, with all my heart! for I begin to be 
hungry, and long to be at it. and indeed to rest myself too; for 
though I hare walked bul Four miles this morning, yet I ix 
to be weary ; yesterday's hunting hangs still upon me. 

Piscator. Well, sir, and you shall quickly be at teat, 
yonder is the house I mean to bring you to. 

Come, hostess, how do >■ .-ive usaeup of 

your best drink, iuid then dress this Chub as you dressed m; 
last, when I and my friend were here about eurbt or ten days 
ago? But you must do me one courtesy, — it must be done 
instantly. 

Hasten. I will do it, Mr Piscator, and with all the si 

Piscator. Now, sir, has not my hostess made haste ? and 
does not the fish look lovely? 

Venator. Both, upon my word, sir ! and, therefore, let "a a 
grace and fall to eating or it. 

Piscator. Well, sir, how do vou like it 1 
Venator. Trust me, 'tis ns good meat as 1 ever tasted, Now 
let me thank you for it, drink to you, and beg a courtesy of 
you, but it must not be denied me. 

Piacatar. What is it. I pray, sir ? You are so modest, 
mcthinks. 1 may promise to grant it before it is asked. 

Venator. Why, sir, it ia, that from henceforth you would 
allow me to call vou master, and that realty 1 may be your 
scholar : for you are such a companion, and have so quickly 
caught and so excellently cooked this fish, as makes me — 
tious to be your scholar. 

Piscator. Give me your hand! from this time forward 1 wiH 
be your master, and teach you as much of this art as I am 
and* will, as you desire me, tell you somewhat of the nature o< 
- angle for, and I am sure I both 
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only for being full of small forked hones, dispersed through all 
his "body, lini that In; tat 1 ! wateri.h, tinil that the flesh of him ii 
not firm, lint -hurt and tasteless. Tin- French esteem him so 
man, as to call him un villain: nevertheless lie may be ao 
dressed as to make him very good meat, — as, namely, if he be 
a large Chub, then dress liim thus : 

First, scale hiin, and then wash him elean, and then take 
out his guts ; and to that end make the hide as little and near 
to his gills as you may conveniently, and especially make clean 
Ms throat from the grass and weeds that are usually in it I for 
if that be not very eletui, it will inuke him to taste very sour. 
Having so done, put some sweet herbs into his belly : and then 
tie him with two or three splinters to a spit, and roast him, 
hasted often with vinegar, or rather verjuice and butter, with 
good store of salt mixed with it. Being thus dressed, you will 
and him a much belter dish of meat than you, or most folk, 
even than anglers themselves, do imagine ; for this dries up 
the fluid watery humour with which nil t 'hubs do abound. 

But take this rule with you, 
newly messed is so much better 
after he is dead, that I can compare him to nothing so fitly ai 
to cherries newly gathered from a tree, and others that have 
been bruised and lain a day or two in water. But the Chub 
being thus used, and dressed presently, and not washed after 
be is gutted, (for mile, that hire,' long in water, and washing 
the blood out of any fish after they be gutted, abates much 
of their sweetness,) you will find the Chub (being dressed 
in the blood, and quickly) to be such meat as will recom- 
pense your labour, and disabuse your opinion. 

Or you may dress the Chavender, or Chub, thus : — 

When you have scaled him, and cut off his tail and fins, 
and washed him very clean, then chine, or slit, him through the 
middle, as a salt-fish is usually cut ; then give him three or 
four cuts, or scotches, on the back with your knife, and broil 
Urn on charcoal, or wood coal, that are free from smoke : and, 
all the time he is a-brniliru;. baste liim with the best sweet 
butter, and good store of salt mined with it. And, to this, add 
a little thyme cut exceedingly small, or bruised into the butter. 
The Chcven thus dressed, hath the watery taste taken away, 
for which so many cuccpt against "him. Thus was the Cheven 
dressed that you now liked ao well, and commended so much. 
But note again, that if this Chub that you eat of bad been kept 
till to-narrow, I"' bad not been worth a rush. And remember, 
that hia throat be washed very clean — I say very clean—and 
his body not washed after he is gutted, as indeed no fish 
should be. 

Well, scholar, you see what pains I have taken to recover 
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the lost credit of the poor despised Chub. And now I Bill 
give you some rules how to retell him ; and I am glad to enter 
you into the art ul lidiing by citching n Chub; for there is no 
fish bttter lu enter' it vim rift angler, he is so easily caught, — but 
then it must be this particular way. 

Go to the same hole in which I caught my Chub, where, in 
most hot (lays, yon will find a dozen or twenty Chevens floating 
near the top of the water. Get two or three grasshoppers as 
you go over the meadow; and get secretly behind the tree, 
and stand as free from motion u is possible. Then put a 
grasshopper on your hook, nnd let your hook hang a quarter o[ 
a yard short of the water, Id which erul vou must rest your rod 
on flome bough of the tree. But it is likely the Chubs will tint 
down towards the bottom of the water, at the first shadow ■>' 
your cm], (for a Chub is the fearfullest of fishes,) and will do so if 
but a bird dies over him mid makes the least shadow 
water.* Bui they will presently rise up to the top again, and 
there lie soaring till some shadow affrights them again. I say, 
when they lie upon the top (if the water look out the belt Chub, 
(ivhicb you, seitiiii,' yourself in a lit place, may veiy easily tee,) 
and move your mil as- sol'ilj us a snail moves, t to that Chub you 
Intend to catch ; let your bait fall gent.lv upon the water three 
or four inches before him, and he will infallibly take the " 
And you will be as sure to catch him; for he is one of the 
leuther-riiouthed fishes, of which a hook 
its hold ; and therefore give him play enough, before you offer 

to take him out of the water Go your way presently; take 

my rod, and do as I bid you i and I will sit down and mend my 
taekling till you return back. 

Venator, Truly, my loving master, you have offered me as 
fair as I could wish. I'll go, nnd observe your directions. 

Look you, master, what I have done 1 that which joys my 
heart, — caught just such smother Chub us yours was. 

Piwatiir. Marry, and I am glad of it: lam like to have a 
townrilly scholar of you. I now see, that with advice and 
practice, you will make an angler in a short time. Have but 
,i love to it, and I'll warrant you. 

Venator, But, master, what if 1 could not have found a 
Grasshopper? 

Pmchiot. Then I may tell yon, that a black snail, with hi* 
belly slit, to shew his white, or a piece of soft cheese, will 
Usually do as well. Nay, somatiincs a worm, or any kind of 

OD'i JVfl^an'u. " Pot Vfi 
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fly, as lue Ant. fly, the Flesh-fly, or Wall-fly i or the Dor or 
!i vjli may find under row-dinn; , or a Bub, iiLirh 
ton will iiifd i" the same place, and in time will lit 11 Beetle . 
It is a short white worm, like U) and bigger tlian a Gentle ; or 
a Cod-worm ; or a Case-worm : any of these trill do very well 
rn U in nidi a manner. 

And after this manner you may cateh a Trout, in a hoi 
'veiling - when, as you walk by a brook, and ahs.ll jee or hear 
him leap at flies, then, if you get a Grasshopper, put it on your 
(wok, with your line about two \anls long; standing behind a 
bush or tree where his hole i= : utul make your hait stir uji anil 
down on the (op of the water. You may, if you stand close, 
tie sure of a bite, hut not sure to catch him, for he is not a 
leather-mouthed fish. And after this manner you may fish for 
him with almost any kind of live fly, but especially with a 
Grasshopper. 

Venator. But before you pi furlher, I pray, good master, 
what mean yon by a leather -mouthed fish? 

Pixcator. By a leather-mouthed fish, 1 mean such as have 
their teeth in their throat, as the Chub, or Cheven ; and so the 
Barbel, the Gudgeon, and Carp, and divers others have. And 
the hook being stuck into the leather, or skin, of the mouth of 
fuch fish, does very seldom or never lose its bold ; but, on the 
tontrary, a Pike, h Perch, or Trout, and so some other fith, which 
have not their teeth in their throats, but in their mouths, 
(which you shall observe to be very full of bones, and the 
(kin very thin, and liltle of it :) 1 say, of these tiah the hook 
never takes so sure hold hut you often lose your fish, unless he 
have gorged it. 

Venator. I thank you, good master, for this observation. 
But now what shall be done with my Chub, or Cheven, that 1 
have caught ? 

Piscator. Marry, sir, it shall be given away to some poor 
body; for I'll warrant you I'll give you a Trout for your 
sapper ; and it is a (rood beginning of your art to offer your first 
fruits to the poor, who will both thank God and you for it, 
which 1 see by your silence you seem to consent to. And for 
your willingness lo|iai r ( with it socbaritnhlv, I uillaU(itL , ;n , h vou 
more concerning Chub-lishing : You are to note, that in March 
and April he is usually taken with worms | in May, June, and 
July, be will bite at any fly, or at cherries, or at Beetles wi;h 



f"bs linth'iahnra rttuio r>f attarflUst*. It i* the femnle onW Hint J 
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a Grasshopper on the top of a swift stream," nor, at the bottom, 
the young Humble-beef that breeds in long grass, and n 
ordinarily found by the mower of it. In August,' and in the 
cooler month?, a yellow paste, made of the strongest cheese, 
and pounded in a mortar, with n little butter and saffron, so 
much of it as, being beaten small, will turn it to a lemon colour. 
And some make it paste, for the winter months, (at which time 
tlie Chub is accounted best, fur then it is observed, that the 
forked bones are lost, or turned into a kind of gristle, espedallj 
if he be baked,) of cheese and turpentine. He will bite also at 
a Minnow, or Penk, as a Trout will : of which 1 shall tell yi 
more hereafter, and of divers cither baits, lint take this ft 
a rule, that, in hot weather, he is to be fished for towards tl 
mid-water, or near the tup : ami in colder weather nearer th, 
bottom. And if you fab for him on the top, with a Beetle, cr 
any fly, then 1» sure to let \ cm- line be very long, and to kee 
out of sight. % And having told you that his spawn is ejteeun 
meat, and that the head of a large Cheveu, the throat being 
well washed, is the best part of him, I will say no more of this 
fish at the present, but wish you may catch the neit you fish 

But, lest 
Chub dresse 

Emir consideration how curious former times have been ii 
ke kind. 
You shall read in Seneca, his Natural Questions, lib. iii. rap. 
17, that the ancients were so curious in the newness of their 
fish, that that seemed not new enough that was not put alire 
into the guest's band; and he sais. that to that end they dji 
usually keep rhem living in irlns- lmiili's in their dining-rooms, 
and they did glory inii.-h. in ihi.-i; entertaining 1 if friends, tohavi 
that 1 1 sli taken from miller i!n-ir [al.le alive that we; instantly ti 
be fed upon. And he says, they tools great pleasure to lee 
their Mullets change to wvoiul i-nlmtrs. when they were dying. 
But enough of this ; for 1 doubt 1 have staid too long from 
giving you some observations of the Trout, and bow to " ' * 
him, which ' " 
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ih that is so like [he Illicit that be also baa bis seasons ; 
fork is observed, [but be cornea in and goes out of season with 
tie Slag and Buck. Gesner says, his name is of a German 
offspring ; and says he is a fish that feeds clean and purely, in 
(be swiftest streams, and on the hardest gravel ; and that be 
may justly contend with all fresh- water lull, as the Mullet may 
with all sea-lish, for precedency mid daintiness of taste ; and 
that being in right season, the most dainty palates have allowed 
precedency to him. 

And, before 1 go farther in my discourse, let me tell you, 
that you are to observe, that as there be some barren Does that 
are good in summer, so there be some barren Trouts that are 
good in winter : but there ere not many that are so ; for usually 
they be in their perfection in the month of May, and decline 
with the Buck. Now, you are to take notice, dial in several 
countries, as in Germany and in other parts, compared to ours, 
tisb do differ much in their Mgness, untl shape, and other ways ; 
and so do Trouts. It is well known, that in tbc Lake Leman 
(the Lake of Geneva) there are Trouts taken three cubits 
long, as is affirmed by Gesner, 11 writer of good credit : and 
Mercator says, the Trouts that are taken in the Lake of Geneva 
are a great part of the merchandise of that famous city. And 
you are farther to know, [hut iluTt be <vj';jir. Haters that breed 
Trouts, remarkable both for [heir number Find smallness. I 
know a little brook in Kent,* that breeds them to a number 
incredible, and you mav take them twenty or forty in an hour, 
hot none greater than about the size of a Gudgeon. There are 
<lso, in divers rivers, especially that relate to. or be near to the 
tea, (as Winchester, or the Thames about Windsor,) a little 
Trout called a Sainlet, or Skeggor Troutf fin both which 
places I have caught twenty or forty at a standing.) that will 
Iritc as fast and as freely as Minnows : these be by some taken 
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There is also in Kent, near to C'uiLt.vrljurv. ii Tn.ui ralln! 
there a Fordidge Trout, a Trout tliut hears the name of tbe IDWi 
where it is usually caught, that i- aerounicd [be rarest of fUh ; 
many of them near the bigness o! baimi'in, bur. known by ibeii 
different colour, ajiil in their best season lliey cut very * ' * 
and none of the?*' have been knuwn to lie caught with an 
unless it were one that was caught hy Sir George Hiutingi, w 
excellent iinglcr. and now u-itli God : and lie hath told - " 
thought that Trout bit not for hanger, hut wantonness, 
is rather to hi 1 belli veil, tin ■aiii.eboth he. then, and many crthen 
before him, have been curious to search into their bellies, what 
the food was by which they lived, and have found out nothing 
by which they might satisfy their curiosity.* 

Concerning which you an- to take notice, that it is reportiM 
by good authors, that Grasshoppers ( and some fish have no 
mouths, but are nourished and take breath by the [lorousness o 
their gills, man knows not how : and this may he believed, if 
we consider that when the Raven hath hatched her eggs, she 
takes no farther care, but leaves her young < 

«The«am*is tru, ■ nf tin- Siilrn.ui, i,-)ilfh hasnavcr nnj thinjr brtti* • 
velli-w lUii.l in his Blnmiu-h wli<-ii ,:i.ijl,!. The ,airn' is *1e» lino «( *• 
iierriw.— J- H. 

f " lr lik- ii.'.ii IM.I lv .,..n,i-.li-i..- nv- Mr Jiihn Hawkins, •• rurli™ 
I arts '■>' Mr 'lli.'..<l..r,. Sawrn.-. llnil Hi,- L.ni"li..|.|."r P.m.- no in.hUI,, Out 
[line In his hrcut. thrmijch which it siirk-. tlw <li>w, which in ii* DiitHmrnt 
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to- (M of nature, who is said, in the Psalma, " in feed the 
roaaj Havens fiat fall upon him." And they !m: kept alive ami 
Icdhidew, or woiiiia that breed in their ji.-sis, or some other 
itifi that we mortals know not. And this may be believed of 
the Ferdidgc Trout, ivhir.li, us it is said of the Stork that he 
i -'hi, so lit- litems Us times (1 think almost bis 
At; of coining into that river out of the sea. where he lives 
unj.it is like, feeds) nine months of the yeur, and fast! three in 
rdf fiver trf Fordidgc. And you art; to note, that those towns- 
men are very punctual in observing the lime of tx'ginning to fish 
for them ; and boast much, that their rivet affords a Trout that 
exceeds all others. And just bo does Sussei boa*t of several 
fish, as namely, a Shelsev Cockle, a Chichester Lobster, an 
Arundel Mullet, an Amerly Trout. 

And, now. for some continuation of the Fordidge Trout : you 
are to know that this Trout is thought to cut nothing in the fresh 
water; and it may be the butler lieliewil. because it is well 
known, that Swallows, and Hats, and Wagtails, which are 
called half-year birds, and not seen to fly in England for six 
nionthsra the year, but (about Mich aeh tins) leave us for a hotter 
■'lunate, yet some of them that leave been left behind their 
fellows, have been found, many thousands at a time, in hollow 
trees,* or clay caves, where they have been observed to bve, 
and deep out the whole winter, with out meat. And so Albertus 
observes, that there is one kind of frog, that bath her mouth 
naturally shut up about llie end of August, mi'l that she lives so 
all the winter : and though it be strange to some, yet it is known 
(o ton many among us to be doubted, f 

And so much for these Fordidge T routs, which never afford 
mi angler sport, but either live their time of being in the fresh 

water, by their meat for rly gotten in I In 1 sen, (not, unlike the 

Swallow or Frog,) or by (lie virtue "f the fresh water only; or, 
as the bird of 1'iiraili.e mill the ( hntneleon are said to live, by 
the sun and the air. J 

. Viet* s;r Fnacb Baam, Fsprr.BW. 

of this popular 

-,_ oicd durrnBitj 

l.i.-.t l.,r|..,iity. -J. R. 

w»II known tl:n li ■:■ JTisprfs. See Sir Thomas 

Blown"! Inquiry ifta Vulgar md Commtn Lrriri, book iii. chap, SI. 
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There is also in Northumberland a Trout culled a Bull-trout,' 
of a much greater length and bigness than any in these southern 
parts. And there arc, in many rivers that relate to the aea. 
Salmon -trouta, as much different from others, both in shape and 
in their spots, as we see sheeu in some countries differ one from 
another in their shape and bigness, and in the fineness of ibi'ir 
wool. And, certainly, us some pastures breeil larger sheep ; so 
do some rivers, by reason of the ground over which they run, 
breed larger trouts. 



K Trodt. — Salma Tndla. 



Now the next thing that 1 will commend to your ct 

is, that the Trout is of a more sudden growth than other fish. 
Concerning which, you are also to take notice, that he lives n«H 
so long aa the Perch, and divers other fishes do, as Sir FruH 
lliirini bulb observed in h':~ Uisf.-iri/ .if /.:/■■ and Dtath. 

And next you are lo take notice, that he is not like t 
Crocodile, which if be livi'S Ticv,;r so long, vet always thrives till 
his death : but 'tis not so with the Trout ; for after he is come to 
Ua full growth, he declines in his body, and keeps his l>ignr»«. 
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or thrives only in his heart till Ilia death." Anil you are to 
know. Chut he will, about (especially Imfure) the time of his 
spawning, get, almost miraculously, through weirs and flood- 
gates, against the streams ; even through Mich high and swift 
places ns is almost incredible. Next, that the Trout usually 
spawns about October or November, but in some rivers a little 
sooner or later; which is the more observable, because most other 
fish spawn in the spring or summer, when the sun hath warmed 
both the earth and water, and made it tit for generation. And 
you are to note, that he continue:, many im.mths out of season ; 
for it may be observed of (he Trout, that he is like the Buck or 
the Ox, that will not In' Cur in many month-, though he go in 
the rery same pasture that Horses do, which will be fat in one 
month. And so you may observe, that must ut her fishes recover 
strength, and prow >oouer fat ami ii: smisnn, tluinthe Trout doth. 
And next you are to note, that till the sun gets to such a 
height as to warm the earth and the water, the Trout is sick, and 
lean, and lousy, anil nnwhokwoine | for you dull, in winter, find 
turn to have ti big head, ami then to be lank, and thin, and 
lean; at which tunc many of them have sticking on them Sug", 
or Trout-lice ; which is a hind uf n worm, in shape live a clove, 
or pin with a big hetul, and sticks close to him, and socks his 
moisture: those, I think, the Trout breeds himself; and never 
thrives till he free himself from them, which is when warm 
weather comes; and then, as he grows stronger, he gets from 
the dead still water into the sharp streams and the gravel, and 
there rubs off these worms or lice; and then, as he grows 
stronger, so he gets him into swil'i cr and swifter streams, and 
there lies at the watch for any Fly or Minnow that comes near 
to him; and he especially luves the Mav-Hy. which is bred of 
the Cod-worm, or Cadis ; and these make the Trout bold and 
lusty, and he is usually fatter and better meat at the end of the 
month [ May] than at any time of the year. 

Now you are to know that it is observed, that usually 
the best Trouts are either red or yellow ; though some (as the 
Forrtidge Trout) be white and yet good ; but that is not usual : 
and it is a note observable, that the female Trout hath usually 
a less head and a deeper body than the male Trout, and is 
Usually the better meat. And note, that a hog-back and a little 
head to either Trout, Salmon, or any other fish, is a sign that 
that fish is in season. 

But yet you are to note, that as you see some willows or 
nalm-trees hud and blossom sooner than others do, so some 
Trouts be. in rivers, sooner in season ; and as some hollies or 

>n r l 1 ™ B e.-rh.™"'" " " , " lB11 ' "*"" 
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oaks are longer before they cast their leaves, so are some Trouts 
in rivers longer before they go out of season. 

And you are to note, that there are several kinds of Trouts: 
but these several kinds are not considered but by very few men; 
for they go under the general name of Trouts : just as Pigeons 
do in most places ; though it is certain there are tame and wild 
Pigeons : and of the tame, there be Helmits and Runts, sod 
Carriers and Croppers, and indeed too many to name. Nay, 
the Royal Society* have found and published lately, that tee 
be thirty and three kinds of Spiders, and yet all, for aqfrht I 
know, go under that one general name of Spider. And it is so 
with many kinds of fish, and of Trouts especially, which differ 
in their bigness, and shape, and spots, and colour. The grsat 
Kentish hens may be an instance, compared to other hen* 
And, doubtless, there is a kind of small Trout which will never 
thrive to be big, that breeds very many more than others do 
that be of a larger size : which you may rather believe, if yoa 
consider that the little Wren and Titmouse will have twenty 
young ones at a time, when, usually, the. noble Hawk, or the 
musical Throssel, or Blackbird, exceed not four or five. 

And now you shall see me try my skill to catch a Trout* 
And at my next walking, either this evening or to-morrow 
morning, I will give you direction how you yourself shall fish 
for him. 

Venator. Trust me, master, I see now it is a harder matter 
to catch a Trout than a Chub ; for I have put on patience, and 
followed you these two hours, and not seen a fish stir neither 
at your minnow nor your worm. 

Piscator. Well, scholar, you must endure worse luck some-* . 
time, or you will never make a good angler. But what say 
you now ? there is a Trout now, and a good one too, if I can 
but hold him ; and two or three turns more will tire him. Now 
you see he lies still, and the sleight is to land him : reach me 
that landing net. So, sir, now he is mine own : what say you 
now, is not this worth all my labour and your patience ? 

Venator. On my word, master, this is a gallant Trout; what 
shall we do with him ? 

Piscator. Marry, e'en eat him to supper: we'll go to my 
hostess from whence we came ; she told me, as I was going out 
of door, that my brother Peter, a good angler and a cheerful 
companion, had sent word he would lodge there to-night, and 
bring a friend with him. My hostess has two beds, and I know 
you and I may have the best : we'll rejoice with my brother 
Peter and his friend, tell tales, or sing ballads, or make a catch, 
or find some harmless sport to content us and pass away a little 
time without offence to God or man. 

* He must mean Dr Lister. — J. R. ' 
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Venator. A match, good master, let's go to that house ; for 
the linen looks white, and smells of lavender, and I long to lie 
in a pair of sheets that smell so. Let's be going, good master, 
for I am hungry again with fishing. 

Piscator: Nay, stay a little, good scholar ; I caught my last 
Trout with a Worm ; now I will put on a Minnow, and try a 
quarter of an hour about yonder trees for another; and so walk 
towards our lodging. Look you, scholar, thereabout we shall 
bare a bite presently, or not at all. Have with you, sir : o* my 
word I have hold of him. Oh ! it is a great logger-headed 
€%nb; come, hang him upon that willow twig and let's be going. 
But turn out of the way a little, good scholar, towards yonder 
high honeysuckle hedge ; there well sit and sing, whilst this 
shower falls so gently upon the teeming earth, and gives yet a 
sweeter smell to the lovely flowers that adorn these verdant 
meadows. 

Look ! under that broad beech tree I sat down, when I was 
last this way a-fishing ; and the birds in the adjoining grove 
seemed to have a friendly contention with an echo, whose dead 
voice seemed to live in a hollow tree near to the brow of that 
primrose hill. There I sat viewing the silver streams glide 
silently towards their centre, the tempestuous sea ; yet some- 
times opposed by rugged roots and pebble stones, which broke 
their waves, and turned them into foam. And sometimes I 
beguiled time by viewing the harmless lambs; some leaping 
securely in the cool shade, whilst others sported themselves in 
the cheerful sun; and saw others craving comfort from the 
swollen udders of their bleating dams. As I thus sat, these and 
other sights had so fully possessed my soul with content, that I 
thought, as the poet hath happily expressed it, 

I was for that time lifted above earth 5 
And posseas'd joys not promised in my birth. 

As I left this place, and entered into the next field, a second 
pleasure entertained me, — 'twas a handsome milkmaid, that had 
not yet attained so much age and wisdom as to load her mind 
with any fears of many things that will never be, as too many 
men too often do ; but she cast away all care, and sung like a 
nightingale ; her voice was good, and the ditty fitted for it ; it 
was that smooth song which was made by Kit Mario w,* now at 

• Christopher Marlew, a poet of no small eminence. He was sometime 
a student at Cambridge, and. alter that, an actor on and writer for the 
stage. There are extant of his writings, fire tragedies and a poem that 
bears his name,, entitled Hero and Leander, which, he not liring to com- 
plete it, was finished by Chapman. The song here mentioned is printed, 
with his name to it, in a Collection entitled, Engt**P$ J&ticsM, 4to. 1600, 



as is also the Answer, here said to be written by Sir Walter Raleigh, bat 
there subscribed " Ignoto." Of Marlow it is said, that ha was the author 
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least fiftv years ago. Ami the milkmaid's mother sung n 
answer to it, which was made by Sir Walter Raleigh, in his 
younger days. 

They were old- fashioned poetry, hut choicely good; 1 Ihink 
much better than the strong lines thut are now in fashion in this 
critical age. Look yonder ! on my word yonder they both be 
n-tnilking again. 1 will give her the Chub, and persuade them 
to sins (hose two songs to ub. 

Uod speed you, good woman ! I have been a-fishiitg ; and am 
going to Weak Hall * to my lied ; and having caught more fish 
than will sup myself and my friend. 1 will bestow 'his upon you 
mid your daughter : for I use to sell none- 

nfilh-Tinuunu. Miirry! God requite you, sir. and we'll eat it 
cheerfully. And if you come this way n-fisliing two months 
hence, n grace of Gotl I 1 'II i;iu' you a syllabub of new verjuice, 
in a new made haycock, for Indn ■ ■ li;i shall singyou 

one of her best ballade for slic and i both love all anglers 
they be such honest, civil, quiet men. In the meantime wi 
you drink a draught of red cow's milk? you shall have it freely. 
- ik you; but, I pray, do ua a courtesy )U;,i 



shall stand you and your dimditer in in.thifu.-. and yet we will 
think ourselves still something in your debt : it is but to sing 
us a song that was sung by your daughter when 1 last pussed 



. ;r this meadow, a . 

Milk-woman. What song was it, I pray? Was it Com* 
Shepherd*, ikr/t •/tiyr htrdn? or. As at noon Dulrinia rested* 
or, Phillida flouts me? or, Chevy Chase? or, Johnny Ana- 
*tront)Y or, 'Tray Toum?\ 

Piscator. No, it is none of those ; it is a song that your 
daughter sung the first part, and von sung the answer to it. 

MM-mmum. Oh, 1 know it now. I learned the first purl in 
my golden age, when I was about the age of my poor daughter ; 
and the latter part, which indeed tits me best now, but two or 
three years ago, when the cires of die world began to take hold 
of me : but you shall, God willing, hear them both ; and sung 
as well as we can, for we both love anglers. Come, Maudlin, 
sing (he first part to the gentlemen, with a merry heart ; and 
1 '11 sing the second when you have done. 
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Which from our pretty lambs we pull; 

>-.i(,|iL'iv, lui.il ihu!r< ly fur the cold, 
With buckles of the purest gold ; 

A belt of straw and ivy buds, 
With eoril Hasps and amber ituds : 
A ii ■ I if ifn'<o pleasures may thee move. 
Come live with me, and be my We. 



Prepared each day fur thee and me. 

The shepherd swains shall dance and si 
V-v tfiv Jehght, each May morning. 
If these delights thy mind may move, 



■c with me, aad be my la 



I choice sony, and sweetly 



r y)L\, i-iru ur Li.>':. LI. : I'.j.l if. ..---nr- ir] il •'■■''<-■ f ■'. ..' ■■!' /'■■: »■ 

■■.■.. <TH-an'i, printed by ThiniuwC'i.ti<- fi.r Ji-tin lim-i.ri, I si ■ 

with aome ItllaUons. On the inntrmy. itintnlw t 

.. ■,, -. ■ ■ . 
•HdkwmiuulebjKitMarLow. -"■-- 



88 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 

with fears and cares, but ring sweetly nil the day, anil s 
securely all the night : anil, without doubt, honest, innocent', 
pretty Maudlin does so. 1 *11 bestow Sir Thomas Overbury's 
milkmaid's wish u|>on her, " that she may (lie in the spring ; 
and, being dead, may have good store of flowers stuck round 
about her winding sheet."" 



Tl [I Tl ii ■ mrid and love were young, 
And truth ]u vvity HliephertTe tongue, 
Tii.-i- j.'vllv (il.-i.mvJ might me more 
To live with thee, and be thy love. 



When river* rage and rocks grow i 
Then Philomri hrcometh dumb, 
And age complains of ca 



Tlie fiWtra do Fade, ami 




I 



rj Condon the Shepherd played bo purely o: 
u arid your cousin Betty. 
ludlin. I will, mother. 

I married a wife of lute, 

Thi! man '. to 
I IDBTtiod tl.T 



With thtme that go, 
Through IV,-' and snow, 
As dl died know, 

. Well sung, good woman! I thank you. 1 11 give 
inniior i;j-li i if ti-li urn' (if 'iir-r days, and then beg another 
of you. Come, scholar \ let Maudlin alone: do not von 
to spoil her voice. Look! vernier ri.me.. mine hn-le.-i-., to 
s to supper. How noiv ■! is my hrother Peter come? 
tless. Yes, and a friend with him. They are both glad to 
:bat you are in these parts ; and long- to see you, and long 
at supper, for they be very hungry. 



- 



CHAPTER V. 



tailor. Well met. brother Peter; I heard you and a friend 
1 lodge here to-tiight, and that hath made me to bring my 
: to lodge here too. My friend is one that would lain lie 
:her of the angle : he hath been an angler but this day ; 

have taught him how to rateh a Chub by du^iim.' vvitli n 
lopperi and the Chuh be caught was a lusty one of nineteen 
i long. But pray, hrother Peter, who is your companion 'f 
ter. Brother Piscator, my friend is aiv hunest, countryman, 
lis name is Coridon; and he is a downright witty com- 
n, that met me here purposely to lie pleasant and eat a 
I; and I have not vet wetted mi* line since we met toge- 

but i hope to lit him with a Trout for his breakfasr ; lor 







will fill six reasonable bellies Com e, hostess, dress it 

sently; and get us what cithpr meat the bonte will afford ; 
give ua some of yum- b.-.t barley wine, tbe good liquor that 
honest forefathers did use to drink of; the drink which 
their health, and made them live so long-, and to (li 
good deeds. 

Peter. O' my word, this Trout is perfect in season. Come. 
I thank you, and here is a hearty draught to you, and 
brothers of the ati«lc wheresoever they he, and to n._, v _ 
brother's good fortune to-morrow. T will furnish him with 
rod if you will furnish him with the rest of the tackling 
set him up and make hi in B fisher. 

And 1 will tell him one thing for his encouragement, that Ml 
fortune hath made him happy to be scholar to such a master ; » 
master that knows as much, belli <>l' the nature und breeding * 
fish, as any man ; and can also tell him as well " 
and cook them, from the Minnow to the Salmon, 
ever met withal. 

Pisco/or. Trust me, brother Peter, I find my scholar to be »o 
suitable to my own humour, which is to he free and pleasant, 
and civilly merry, that ray resolution is to hide nothing that I 
know from him. Believe me, scholar, this is my resolution 
and so here's to you a hearty draught, and to all thut love us 
and the honest art of Angling. 

Venator. Trust me, good maste 
seed in barren ground ; for 1 hope 

answerable to your hopes: but. however, yon -bull tint 
obedient, mid thankful, mul servienilile. tu my b<-t ability. 

Pixatior, ' Tis enough, honest scholar ; come, let 's to «uj 
Come, my friend Coridon, this Trout looks lovely ; it 
twenty-two inches when it was taken ; and the belly of 
looked some part of it as yellow as a marigold, im<l part of 
as white as a lily ; and yet, mclhiuks, il looks better "~ "' 
good sauce. 
* Tins is the Wandle variety o( Trout with mitrbled spots like a Tmtofct. 



u shall not sow your 
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Ctridort, I will sing a mmg, if any body will sing « 

raw, to be plain with you, 1 will sine hoik.-, lam none of those 
the ling for meat, but for eompimy : I Bay, " 'Tia merry in 
ML when men sing all."' 

Pitcator. I'll promise you I'll sing a song 1 that was Intel) 
made, al my request, by Mr William iia-i.e ; one (lint hail made 
Ihidioiee songs of the Hunter in hiK Career, and of Tom of 
Brdlam, f and many others of note : unci this, that 1 will sinp. 
H in praise of angling. 

Coridnn. Anil tilcn mine shall be the praise of a eountry- 
nn'i life. What will the rest sing of? 

Peter. I will promise you. I will sing another song in praise 
of angling to-morrow night ; fur we will not part till then, but 
fish to-morrow, and sup together ; and the next day every 
man leave fishing, unci fall to his business. 

Venator. 'Tis a match ; mill 1 will provide you a song or a 
tslch against then, too, which shall give some addition of mirth 
to the company ; for we will be civil, and as merry as beggars. 

Pitcator. "lis a match, my masters. Let's e'en soy grate, 
and turn to the fire, drink the other i-up to whet our whistles, 
•ml so sing sway nil sad thoughts. 

Come on, my masters, who begins ? I think it is best to 
dnv.- ruts, and avoid contention. 

Peter. Tt is a mateh . Look, the shortept eut falls to Coridon. 

Co-Man. Well then, I will begin, for 1 hati 






Ok, the sweet contentment 

The countrymiin doth tinil J 

Heigh rroMlie lollie h 

Hei K h trolollie lollie li 



And wenii along with D 



(Thtunnr, brgtnninjj " Forth from my«it nml 
-*i»™. J«f, iff Vi'iloguei, I., n«n t» tt* Tlvorhu. 
In Br Percy's Reltquil uf Aneirut E*gUih Fvttry, n 
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For courts are fall of flattery, 
As hath too oft been tried ; 

Heigh troloDie lollie foe, fee. 
The city full of wantonness, 
And both are full of pride : 

Then care away, &c 



But oh, the honest countryman 
Speaks truly from his heart. 

Heigh trolollie lollie foe, fee 
His pride is in his tillage, 
His horses, and his cart : 

Then care away, &c 

Our clothing is good sheep skins, 
Gray russet for our wives ; 

Heiffh trolollie lollie foe, fee 
Tis warmth and not gay clothing 
That doth prolong our lives. 

Then care away, fee. 

The ploughman, though he labour hard, 
Yet on the holiday, 

Heigh trolollie lollie loe, &c. 
No emperor so merrily 
Doth pass his time away. 

Then care away, fee. . 

To recompense our tillage, 
The heavens afford us showers ; 

Heigh trolollie lollie foe, &c. 
And for our sweet refreshments 
The earth affords us bowers : 

Then care away, &c 

The cuckoo and the nightingale 
Full merrily do sing, 

Heigh trolollie lollie loe, &C. 
And with their pleasant roundelays 
Bid welcome to the spring . 

Then care away, &c. 

This is not half the happiness 
The countryman enjoys; 

Heigh trolollie lollie loe, &c. 
Though others think they have as much, 
Yet he that says so lies : 

Then come away, turn 

Countryman with me. 

Jo. Chauchill.* 

* John Chalkhill, Esq. of whom mention is made in the author's I 
Mr Singer, in reprinting the elegant poem of Thealma and Clearckus, tfcu 
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ater. Well suii£, Condon 1 this song was sung with 
; and it was choicely fitted to the occasion : I shall love 
it as long as I know you. I Would you were a brother 
ingle ; for a companion that is cheerful, and free from 
g and scurrilous discourse, is worth gold. I love such 
is does not make Mends ashamed to look upon one 
next morning ; nor men, that cannot well bear it, to 
the money they spend when they be warmed with drink, 
ce this for a rule : you may pick out such times and such 
fog, that you may make yourselves merrier for a little 
great deal of money ; for " 'Tis the company, and not 

T>, that makes the feast ; " and such a companion you 
thank you for it. 
[ will not compliment you out of the debt that I owe 
d therefore I will begin my song, and wish it may be so 
:ed : 

THE ANGLER'S SONG. 

As inward lore breeds outward talk, 
The hound some praise* and some the hawk ; 
Some, better pleased with private sport, 
Use tennis, some a mistress court : 

But these delights I neither wish 

Nor envy, whik I freely fish. 

Who hunts, doth oft in danger ride ;' 

Who hawks lares oft both far and wide ; 

Who uses games shall often prove 

A loser ; .but who falls in love - . 

Is fetter'd in fond Cupid's snare : 

My angle breeds me no such care. 

Of recreation there is none 
So free as fishing is alone ; 
All other pastimes do no less 
Than mind and body both possess ; 

My hand alone my work can do, 

So I can fish and study too. 

I care not, I, to fish in seas, 

Fresh rivers best my mind do please,' 

mjpcture, that, as Walton had been silent upon the life of his 
tialkhill, he might be altogether a fictitious personage, and be only 
nyrae for Walton himself. This hint by subsequent writers has 
isidered proof positive. Unfortunately John Chalkhill's tomb of 
wble i9 still to be seen on the walls of Winchester Cathedral, by- 
appears he died iu May, 1(>79, at the age of eighty. Walton's 
to ThecUma speaks of him as dead in May, 16~8 ; but, as the book 
published till 1683, when Waltou was ninety years old, it i=» 
r an error of memory. 



I I 
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Whose sweet calm course I contemplate, 
And seek in life to imitate : 

In civil bounds I fain would keep, 

And for my past offences weep. 

And when the timorous Trout I wait 

To take, and he devours my bait, 

How poor a thing sometimes I find 

Will captivate a greedy mind : 
And when none bite, I praise the wise, 
Whom vain allurements ne'er surprise. 

But yet, though while I fish I fast, 
1 make good fortune my repast ; 
And thereunto my friend invite, 
In whom I more than that delight : 

Who is more welcome to my dish 

Than to my angle was my fish. 

As well content no prise to take, 

As use of taken prise to make : 

For so our Lord was pleased, when 

He fishers made fishers of men ; 
Where (which is in no other game) 
A man may fish and praise his name. 

The first men that our Saviour dear 
Did choose to wait upon him here 
Bless'd fishers were, and fish the last 
Food was that he on earth did taste : 
I therefore strive to follow those 
Whom he to follow him hath chose. 

Coridon. Well sung, brother 1 you have paid your dj 
good coin. We anglers are all beholden to the good mm 
made this song: come, hostess, give us more ale, aw 
drink to him. 

And now let's every one go to bed, that we may rise 
but first let's pay our reckoning, for I will have notU 
hinder me in the morning ; for my purpose is to prevei 
sun rising. 

Peter. A match. Come, Coridon, you are to be ns] 
fellow. I know, brother, you and your scholar will lie tog 
But where shall we meet to-morrow night? for my 
Coridon and I will go up the water towards Ware. 

Piscator. And my scholar and I will go down to 
Waltham. 

Coridon. Then let's meet here, for here are fresh shee 
smell of lavender ; and I am sure we cannot expect bette 
or better usage in any place. 
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/Vttr. "Hi a match. Good-night to every bod>. 
Fixator. And so say I. 
FaMtfor. And so say I. 



Pucator. Good morrow, good hostess. I tee my brother 
Peter is still in bed. Come, give my scholar and me a morning 
•rink, and a bit of meat to breakfast ; and be sure to get a good 
fish of meat or two against supper, for we shall come home as 
hungry as hawks. Come, scholar, let's be going. 

Venator. Well now, good master, as we walk towards the 
river, give me direction, according to your promise, how I 
shall fish for a Trout. 

Pucator. My honest scholar, I will take this very convenient 
opportunity to do k. 

The Trout is usually caught with a Worm, or a Minnow, 
(which some call a Penk,) or with a Fly, namely, either a natural 
or an artificial fly : concern i ng which three, I will give you 
some observations and directions. 

And, first, for Worms. Of these there be very many sorts : 
some breed only in the earth, as the Earth-worm ; others of or 
amongst plants, as the Dug- worm ; and others breed either 
out of excrements, or in the bodies of living creatures, as in the 
horns of sheep or deer ; or some in dead flesh, as the Maggot, 
or Gentle, and others. 

Now these be most of them particularly good for parti- 
cular fishes. But for the Trout, tie Dew- worm, which some 
also call the Lob- worm, 9 and the Brandling, are the chief ; and 
especially the first for a great Trout, and the latter for a leas. 
' lifeere be also of Lob- worms, some called Squirrel-tails, (a 
worm that has a red head, a streak down the back, and broad 
tail,) which are noted to be the best, because they are the 
-toughest and most lively, and live longest in the water ; for 
JOQ. are to know that a dead worm is but a dead bait, and like 
to catch nothing, compared to a lively, quick, stirring worm. 
And for a Brandling, he is usually found in an old dung-hill, or 
some very rotten place near to it, but most usually in cow- 
dung, or hog's-dung, rather than horse-dung, which is some- 
what too hot and -dry for that worm. But the best of them are 
to be found in the bark of the tanners, which they cast up in 
heaps after they have used it about their leather. 

There are also divers other kinds of worms, which, for colour 

i< . 

* The Dew. worm, or Earth- worm, it the Lumbruxa gigat of Dope* ; 
but the Lob. worm is taken in some angling books for the Grub of the 
Cockchafer, ( Mdatoniha vulgaris. ;— J. R. 
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ami shape, slier even as the ground our of which they 
as the Marih-worm, the Tag.tnil. the Flag-worm, the Dock 
worm, the Onk.worm, the f;i]t-tail, the Twachel or Lol 
worm,* which of nil others is the must excellent bait for 
Salmon, and too many to name, even as many sorts as son 
think there he of several herb* or shrubs, or of several kinds of 
birds in the nir: of which I shall say no more, but tell you. 
that what worms soever you tish with, are the better of being 
well scoured, that is, long kept before they be lined; and in 
rase you hare rot been mi provident, then the wa 
and scour them quickly is to put them all night 
they be Lob-worms, and then put them into your 
fennel. Rut you must not put your Brandlings above 
in water, and then put them into fennel, for sudden 
but if you have time, and purpose to keep them long, titer 
be best preserved in an earthen pot, with good store of 
which is to be Fresh every three or four days in summer 
every week or eight dais in winter ; or, at least, the 
taken from them, and clean washed, and wrung betwiit yout 
hands till it be dry, anil then put it to them again. And when 
your worms, especially the [handling, begins to be sick and 
lose of his bigness, then you may recover him, by putting a little 
milk or cream (about a spoonful in a day) into them, by drop> 
on the moss ; and inhere be added to tile cream an egg 1 " 
and boiled ill it, then it will both fatten and preserve 
long.f And note, that when the knot, which is near 1 
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ot the Brandling, begins tu swell, then he ia sick i and if lie be 
not well looked to, is near (lying. And for moai, you are to 
note, that then- be divers kinds of it, which 1 could ruuoe to 
you, but 1 will only tell you tliat. that winch is likest i buck's 
Lorn ia the beat, except it be Ml ft while moss, which grows oil 
some heaths, and is hard to be found. And note, that in u very 

dry time, when you are put to an ej 

tree leaves squeezed into water, or 
bitter or Holt, and then that water poured un the e/round where 
you shall tee worms are used to rise in the night, will make 
them to appear above ground presently.* And you may take 
notice, some say that camphor put into your bag with yi 
moss and worms pie-, them a strong nnd to tempting a sm 
thtt the fish fare the worse ami you (he better for it. 

And now, 1 shall shew you how to bait your hook with a 
worm, so as ahall prevent you from much trouble, and the loss 
of many a hook too, when you fish for a Trout with ■ running 
litest that is to say, when you iisli for him by band at the 
ground. I will direct vou in tin* as plainly II I can. tint ynti 
may not mistake. 

Suppose it be a hip Lob-wiirni : fmf. your bot.k intn him some- 
what above the middle, and out apmin a little below the middle ; 
having so done, draw your worm above the arming of y - - l - 
but note, that at the entering uf your hook, " 

Er'nimus wre-l*™*." C°l loqolM? ™ thtt entitle^ "— 
n.mftsuv fifth™ tfo nhruiil into tin- nWds, anil 

..■,.■ .-.-I-: ■.: : .- . 

till Laurent telti him how he may eft some. Tha dialogue 
□■rural awl d'leriptirp. anil UeiiiK but ahurt. Is luTe ait hi. " /.< 
I .hunld tike tu e „ a-IMiimr i 1 ftvs a seat hoot ftwtAofe.. Cm. ™r, 

■■■■—• -n., if Ihi'V v.„i.:.i i..n . n-i-j f tlif fTtji.nd 

Jii! n errar many thuusnudsjuraponi presently. 

• hy witchcraft r /.„.»r.n,-.'. Y-,n -ImJl - I.,, iiri. fill 

I. '.'-.l.T-: Mv.l, ll!,-.: i,r.--ll •;,.-ll. ..' '- 

ut the farth after thi< maun it,' (rum the 
j aUu.inti to tfce Mils in tho second book of 

■ l in 1 .:. ill-. I.v srattarlng f 
......... inpji tf *|0-lng out of It. 

t The niniiiiir lin^, s.i rxlii'il rn'ran-.,' It rum alunt the flTiiund, 1 1 mail* 
of strong silk, »hli h yim iiiuv Imiviii r In- il -I- ■!.. .i.,, ;...■ I,,,.,- : tmt I ]ii,[.'r 
I air. i- In'iiw lc ■ n|.i I', tii in: I. ■, ,ui.! I. Ihu. fitt.'J hi.: Ali'jui i.-.i inrlirn 

I....-, rln' .-."I. IV.-tri: i. 'i- i I"- 1. H.'Ti ir.iik.' „ I, ..lii Him isli .1 j.,-;.. i 

saitUr line through It, and draw the bullet dawn t.. tlir •Imli t.i tin' i.iid 
of roar Hue fasten an Indian inu, or atlk worm, cut, with !i Imt- i i..l. 
iJr v..i unit, in- c.-ail ■■! .-. lull. I, :!■■: |..m ;.■!:■ c : !i-i. ut tli.' ili-i m.- ■ .1 
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the bead-end of the worm, hut at the tail-end of him, that tin 
point of your hook may come nut toward the head-and ; and, 
having drawn him above tho Eirming of your hook, then put thr 
[mint of your booh again into the very head of the worm till it 
come near to the plare where the point of the hook first 
out, and then draw tutck that prirt of the worm that was 
the shank, or inning of your hook, and so fish with it. 
you mean to (ish iviih tivu wurrris, then put the seeond on 
you turn back the hook's bead of the first worm. You c 
lose above two or three worms before you attain to what 
direct you ; and having attained it, you will find it very 
and thank me for it; for you will run on the ground 
tangling. 







Now for the Minnow, or Penk : he i* 



)t easily found and 

e having taught him 
the winter ill (Stdwi that be near to the river, and there both 
to hide mid keep himself warm in the mud. or in the weed.. 
which rot not so soon «~ in a running river, in ivhieh place if hr 
were in winter, the distempered rlooils that are usually 
season woidd suffer him to take no rest, but carry him ' 
to mills and weirs, to his confusion. And of these J 
first, you arc to know, that the biggest raze is nut the best 
next, that the middle iUb and the whitest are the best ; _ 
then yon are to know, that your Minnow must be so put < 
your book that it must turn round when it is drawn agaiusit 



hook in at hit mouth, and out at Lis gill; then, having drawn 

y our book two or three inches hey 1 or tiimn. ;. 

it again into Ids mouth, and the point and beard out at his tail 
and then tie the hook and his tail about, very neatly, with > 
white thread, which will nuke it the npter to turn quirk in tbr 



li no tlii nc i for k 
mm too quick." And yi 
i Mimum-. then a snu 
small fish that will li 



inlet ; that done, [>ull hack that part of your line which'was 
slack when you did put your hook into tbc Minnow the second 
time; I my, pull that jian of your line back, so that it shall 
fasten the head, so that the boil; of the Minnow shall he almost 
straight on your hook; thia done, try how it will turn, by 
drawing it cross tbc water or unainst n stream; and if it du not 
lurn nimbly, then turn the tail a little to the tight or left hand, 
and try again till it turn quick, fnr if not, you are in ilanger to 

* v, that it is impossible that it should 

, mare yet to know that mease you want 
1 Loach, or a Stickle- biu>, or any other 
n quick, will serve as well. And you 
11 may salt them, and by t' * " 
B ready and fit for use three or four d.iya, i 
tint, of salt, tiay-salt is the best. 

And here let me tell you, what many old anglers know 
right well, that at sunn; times, and in suuie waters, a Minnow 
is not to be got ; and therefore, let me tell you, I have, 
irhieh 1 will shew to you, an artificial Minnow, that will catch 
a Trout as well as an artificial fly ■ anil it was made by a, hand- 
some woman thai li.nl it li:".- hisiid. umJ a iivi- .Minnow lying by 
tier: lie mould or body of [he Minnow w;i- i-hith, and wrought 
upon, or over it thus, with a needle ; the hack of it with very 
=»d French green silk, and paler green silk towards the belly, 
.-badnwed as perfectly as you can imagine, just as you see a 
Minnow : the belly was wrought also with a needle, and it wa» 
a part of it white -jlk, iiml another pari of it with silver thread : 
the tail and fins were of a quill, which was shaven thin ; the 
eyes were of two little black beads ; and the head was so 
shadowed, and all of it so curiously wrought, and so exactly 
dissembled, that ir would In ;uib- riiiy -harp-sighted Trout in a 
swift stream. t And this Minnow I « ill now shew you, (luok, 
here it is,) and, if you like it. lend it yon, to hive two or three 
mule by it ; for they be easily curried about an angler, and be 
of niirrilrnt use; for, note, that a large Trout will come as 
fiercely at a Minnow ;i- the hie.li est met (led hawk doth seize on 
a partridge, or a greyhound on a hare. 1 have been told that 
a hundred and sixty Minnows have been found in s Trout's 
belly : either the Trout had devoured so many, or the miller 
that gave it a friend of mine had forced them down his throat 
after he had taken him. 

Now for Flies, which are the third bait wherewith Trouts are 
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usually taken. You are to know that there are as many sorts 
of Hies as there be of fruits : I will name you but some of them ; 
as the Dun-By, the Stone-fly, the Red-ily, the Moor-fly. the 
Tawney-fly, the Shell-fly, the Cloudy or Blackish -fly. ' 
Flag;- fly, the Vine-fly: there be of flies, Caterpillars, i 
Canker -flies, and Bear-flies : and indeed too many either for me 
to name, or for you to remember. And their breeding is so 
various and wonderful, that I might easily amaze myself, a " 
tire you in a relation of them. 

And, yet, 1 will eiercise your promised patience by saying * 
little of the Caterpillar, or the Palmer-fly,* or worm; that by 
them you may gueSB what a work it were, in a discourse, but 
to run over those very many flies, worms, and little living 
creatures, with which the sun and summer adorn and beautify 
the river banks and meadows, both for the recreation and 
contemplation of us anglers ; pleasures which, 1 think, myself 
enjoy more than any other man that is not or my profession. 

Phny holds an opinion, that many have their birth or beu\, 
from a dew that in the spring frills upon the leaves of trees; 
and that some kinds of them are from a dew left upon herbs 
or flowerB; and others, from a dew left upon coleworts or 
nabbages: all which kinds of dews being thickened a " 
denied, are by the sun's generative heat, moat oi 
batched, and in three days made bving creatures: \ and these 
of several shapes and colours ; some being hard and tough, s 
smooth and soft; some are horned in their head, some in i 
tail, some have none; some have hair, some none; s 
have sixteen feet, some 1> --, ami some have none : but (as our 
Topsel, in his Hi-tarn uf Sfij.-f:>ila, hath with great di ' 
observed 1 those which have none move upon ihe earth, i 
broad leaves, their motion being not unlike to the waves of the 
sea. Some of them he also observes to he bred of the eggs of other 
Caterpillars, J and that those in rln.-ir rime runi to lie butterflies; 
and again, that their eggs turn Ihe following year to be Cater- 
pillars. And some affirm, that every plant has its particular fly 
or Caterpillar, winch it breed- ami feeds. I have seen, and miy 
therefore affirm it, a green Caterpillar, or worm, as big as i 
» What IBflerj call a Palmer is Buy mterpiluir, anil tt is cMM 1 Or, 
thmiBh 11 hu nn wings; because, In angling, Ihey Ir«il it like a By o.et 

t AUt'nMWaitim writes ih-iut l™«u anewi Uib nxtn 

'■'.I'll I nn'; I '■■ |,n-til!L- I, all.::,] Ill h.ry. |1,<i|i, \,\ 

■ - 1 I iru'it } anil uv.iitfti UlumonbaA, Curirr, Ijunnrtk, and 



Llirer.l. ,.!■;; ..f n.Tlii, — 1. 



n-ri'iLtlv exploded l>y tl 



liie d'ocRin.' i 
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pmtD pencod, which had fourteen legs ; eight on the belly, 

four uoder the neck, and two near the tail. It was found on a 

hedged privet ; * and was taken thence, and put into a large 

box, and a little branch or two of privet put to it, on which I 

«w it feed as sharply as a dog gnaws a bone : it lived thus, 

fire or six days, and thrived, and changed the colour two or 

three times, but by some neglect in the keeper of it, it then 

died, and did not turn to a fly: but if it had lived, it had 

doubtless turned to one of those flies that some call flies of prey, 

winch those that walk by the rivers may, in summer, see 

Often on smaller flies, and, I think, make them their food. 

And 'tis observable, that as there be these flies of prey, which 

be very large, so there be others, very little, created, I think, 

only to feed them, and breed out of I know not what ; whose 

life, they say, nature intended not to exceed an hour ; f and yet 

that life k thus made shorter by other flies, or by accident. 

"Hs endless to tell you what the curious searchers into 
nature's productions have observed of these worms and flies : 
but yet I shall tell you what Aldrovandus, our Topsel, and others, 
say of die Palmer- worm, or Caterpillar : that whereas others 
content themselves to feed on particular herbs or leaves (for 
most think those very leaves that gave them life and shape give 
mem a particular feeding and nourishment, and that upon them 
they usually abide;) yet he observes, that this is called a 
Pilgrim, or Palmer-worm, for his very wandering life and 
various food ; not contenting himself, as others do, with any 
one certain place for his abode, nor any certain kind of herbs 
or flowers for his feeding, but will boldly and disorderly wander 
ap and down, and not endure to be kept to a diet, or fixed to a 
particular place. J 

Nay, the very colours of Caterpillars are, as one has observed, 
very elegant and beautiful. I shall, for a taste of the rest, 
describe one of them ; which I will, some time the next month, 
shew you feeding on a willow tree ; and you shall find him 
punctually to answer this very description : His lips and mouth 
somewhat yellow ; his eyes black as jet ; his forehead purple ; 
his feet ana hinder parts green ; his tail two-forked and black ; 
the whole body stained with a kind of red spots, which run 
along the neck and shoulder-blade, not unlike the form of 
St Andrew's cross, or the letter X, made thus cross- wise, and 
a white line drawn down his back to his tail ; all which add 
much beauty to his whole body. And it is to me observable, 

* The Caterpillar of the Privet Hawk Moth, (Sphinx Ltguttri,) which 
it not, as Walton suspects, a fly of prey, or Dragon-fly. — J. It. 

f This is quite fabulous. — J. R. 

t These absurd notions arose from confounding; some hundreds of 
species under one common name.— J. R. 
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that Hi u fixed nee this caterpillar gives over to eat. and toward 
winter comes to be covered over will] :i strutun? shell or 
railed an aurelia : and ao lives a kind of dead life, with™: 
eating, all the winter. And u others of several kind* turn n 
he several kind- of flies and vermin, llie .rn-iiic followiiii:. •' 
this caterpillar then turns to be a painted butterfly. 




Come, come, my scholar, you see tlie river stops 01 . 
walk ; and I will also here stop iny discourse : only w. 
down under thi a kiiiej suckle ]iedj,'e, whil.-i I look a line It .. 
tlie rod tbat our brother Peter hiitli lent you, i shall, for a little 
confirmation of what I have said, repeat the observatiim '■■ 
Du liartaa [6 Day 







Venator. Oh, my good nid.-UT, this morning wilk lis- been 
spent to my great pleasure mid iviiiide;- ; but i pray, when sliall 
I have your direction how to make artificial flies, like to those 
thai [Le Trout loves best ; ami, also, how to use them ? 

Piicalor. My honest scholar, it i- do* p:>t live of the dock ; 
we will fish till nine; and then goto breakfast. Go you toyoniler 
sycamore tree, and hide your bottle of drink under the hollow 
foot of it ; for about that time, and in tli.it place, we mil make 
• brave breakfast with a piece uf powdered beef, and a radish 
tit too, that 1 have in my fish hag : we shall, I warrant yon, 

make a good. boBMt v.ln-li OS I in _']■;■ bmkfart And I will 

then (rive you direction I'ov the makiiiL' ami using of your flies : 
■aid in the meantime, there is your rod and line : and my 
advice is, that you fish n_s you see me do, and let 's try which 
tan catch the first fish. 

Venator. I thank you, master. 1 will observe and practise 
.nut directions as far as I am able. 

Pitcatur. Look you, scholar ; you see I have hold of a good 
flail : 1 now see it is a Trout. I pray, put that net under him -, 
and touch not my line, for if you do, then we break all.* Weil 
done, scholar: I thank you. 

Now for another. Trust me, I have another bite. Come, 
scholar, eome. lay down your rod, and help me to land this m 
you did the other. So now we shall be sure to have a good 
dish of twit to supper. 

Vtnatvr. I am glad of that : but 1 have no fortune : sure, 
master, yours is a better rod ami letter tackling. 

Piscotor. Nay, then, take mine ; and I will iisli with youn. 
Look you, scholar, 1 have another. Come do ai you did before. 
And now I have a bite at another. Ob me! he has broke all^ 
tliere's half a line, and a good hook lost. 

Venator. Ay, and a good Trout too. 

Piscotor. Nay. the Trout is not lust ; for pray tuke notice, 
no man can lose what he never had. 

Venator. Master, I can neither oitrh with the first i 
second angle ; 1 have no Fortune. 

Pitcatei'. Look yon, -ebnbir. 1 have y> t another. Andno 
having caught three brace of Triiuts, I will rell you u, short tale 
aa we walk towards our breakfast. A scholar, n preacher I 
should say, that was tn |. reach, tu procure the approbation of a 
parish that he might U- their 1. ■ .- ■ r . j ■■ , ■ r . had got. IVtitn his fellow 
pupil the copy of a sermon that was first preached with great 
cammmendation by him that composed it; and though the 
borrower of it preached it, word fur word, as it was at first, 

• ThhUn unimportant mnxlm in nimllnir ; for while the lire.' fimitrrii' 
- — ' this uiyjf way by lending as the fell tu|j< ; while en*-"" 
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yet it was utterly disliked ns it was preached by the second 
his congregation, which the sermon borrower complained of .. 
the lender of it. anil thus wa= answered: " I lent you, indeed, 
my fiddle, bill not my fiddlestick; for you lire to know, that 
every one cannot nuke niu-ic wiili my words, which are fitted 
for my own mouth." And so, niy scholar, you ore to know, 
that aa the ill pronunciation or ill accenting of words in a 
sermon spoils it, so the ill carriage of your line, or not fishing, even 
to a foot, in a right place, makes you low your labour : and you 
are to know, that though you have iny fiddle, that is, my very 
rod and tackling with which yt.m see 1 catch lish, yet you have 
not my fiddlestick, that is, you yet have not skill to know how 
to carry your hand and line, nor how to guide it to a right 
place : and this must be taught you ; for you are to remember, 
I told you angling is an ait, either by practice or a long 
observation, or both. But take this for a ride : When you fish 
for a Trout with a worm, let your line have bo much, and ret 
more lead than will fit the stream in which you fish ; that is to 
say, more in a great trou!>le..)me stream than in a smaller ti 
is quieter ; as near as may be, so much as will sink the bait 
the bottom, and keep it still in motion, and not more. 

But now, let's say grace, and Tall to breakfast. What say 
you, scholar, to tliu provitleriiv of an old angler ? Does not 
this meat taste well ? and was not this place well chosen I 
it? for this sycamore tree will shade us from the sun's hef 

Vatator. All excellent good ; and my stomach excellent 
good, too. And now 1 remember, and find that true which 
devout Lessius says, *' that poor men, and those that fast often, 
have much more pleasure in i eating than rich men and gluttons, 
that always feed before thoir -t.imaehs .ire empty of tbei ' 
meat, and call for more; for by tli.it means they rob tiiemi. 
of tliat pleasure that hunger brings to poor men." And I do 
seriously approve of that saving of yours, '• that you had rathef 
be a civil, well governed, well grounded, temperate poor ancler. 
than a drunken lord : " but I hope, there is none such. How. 
ever, lam certain of this, that 1 have been at many very costly 
dinners that have imt am>il>'d me half (he content that "this hai 
done ; for which 1 thank God and you. 

And now, good master, proceed to your promised din 
for making and ordering my artificial fly. 

Piscator. My lnun'-i -i-hiiliu, I will da it; for it is a debt due 
imto you by mv promise. And bcoute you shall not think 
yourself more engaged to me than you really are, I will freely 
give you such dirirtii.ni-, as wen- Iniely given lo me by an inge- 
nious brother of the angle, an honest man and a most' cit-cllcnt 
fly fisher. 

You are to note, that there are twelve kinds of artificial 
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flies, lo angle with upon the top of the water. Nets, bj the 
way, that the GttMt season of u-iug there is it Mustering windy 
day, when the waters tire 10 troubled that the natural fly cannot 
be seen, or rest upon them. The first is the Dun-fly, in 
March : the body is made of dun wool ; the wings, of the par- 
tridge's feather?. The scenni] is her I )iiii-lly ; the body of 

black wool ; and the wing- marie <•! the black drake'* feathers, 
and of the feathers under hi- tail. The third is the Stone-flv. 



the wings and u 



j made with wings of the 



the feathers arc the wings of the drake : with the feathers of a 
red capon also, which hung dangling on hi- sides next to the 
rail. The fifth is the Yellow or Greenish, in May likewise ; the 
body made of yellow wool; and the wings made of the red 
cock's hackle or tail. The si.vtli is the IJlaek-ny, in May also : 
the body made of hhtck wool, find lapped about like the herl of ,1 
peacock's tail : the wings are mtide of the wings of a brown capon, 
with his blue feathers in his head. The seventh Is the sad 
Yellow-fly, in June : the hotly is made of black wool, with a 
yellow list on either ride : and the wings taken off the wings of 
a buzzard, bound with black braked hemp. The eighth is the 
Moorish-fly: made with the body of duski-.li woo); and the Mines 
made of the blackish mail of the drake. The ninth is the Tawny- 
fly, good until the middle of June; the body made of tawny wool ; 
the wings made contrary, one against the other, mode of the 
whitish mail of the wild drake. The tenth is the Wasp.fly, in 
July: the body made of black wool, lapt about with yellow 
silk ; the wings made of the feathers of the drake, or of the 
buzzard. The eleventh is the Sh-. 11 -fly, good in mid July; the 
body made of greenish woul, lapt nljout with the herl of a 
peacock's toil ; anil the vine- marie (,f the wings of the Buzzard. 
The twelfth is the Dark Drake-fly, good in August: the body 
made with black wool, lapt itln.ur with black ?ilk ; his wingi 
are made with the mail of the black drake, with a black head. 
Thus have you a jury of flies, likely to betray and condemn all 
the Trouts in the river. 

I ihall nest give yon some other (iiieetiem- for fly-fishing, 
such as are given by Mr Thomas Barker, * a gentleman that 
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ic in iiahing : but I shall do it with a little 



III- i» !<■:!> u ri', ImiM 

«. llie first thing 

In v. ill- liii^i. [i, the -tar., anil the wanes of the air (or nij/ht, l.i « l'.Tt'i 
..r liicht : and accordingly to go for hla pleasure, ami 

-itm- prulit. '" ' L Nnw 1 am il.-teriniui.d to nngle with ground-baits, and 

•.et mytaeklen tinny rod, nod grt to my pleaanre. 1 brain at tlienpiiermjT.t 
part i if th' stream, run-vim.' iny line with nil upright hand, feeling my 

plummet runnine ■ ,■ r,..i inifn - Imni Mir ] i-:. 

.■.n. m hi:; mi line according to tlw iiriftnen of this Mrram 1 angle Id ; fi-r 
mil -■■, !..!- ill -iri'.i.ii.- : l..r the trite miguiitf i*. -■■■- 

"m lord 'c me nl -ii ii l g-don-n, toproTide him agon* 



with a gip.nl lure- ho.ik. I baited my hook with two Lob-nrcirin., the fr 

ends hanging 15 mcetM I niuldgueas tle-i .. 

It proved very dark, *>u tint Mia.il good spurt ; angling with the Lob-wor 

ii- 1,1-. Hill, Hi- Hi.... -i, II.,- l,.i. ,.r ll,<. >v,i|..t : - V ■ hi will lu-ai the I 

-hen, yon nu>t lone ninth line down hi 

»si then- ■'-■ 



alter anil grow 



your line straight, , 

i.-.ii..; r|.,. lish, l,.r thpre is& ! 
nit; the len.t sttoke yon can 
Ii mn-; letting IK. fciwj-" 



iliii.v; 1 l.i, .It iiB the Liil.-woniii, and 

. 
... Hill 1 1 .-1..W lighter; -" I tank hH tlu- whit* 1'ulnier, and Httsi 
Pnhner, made (if n large hunk : 1 had (.'nod spurt until it grew very 
,t: then I took off the red Palmer, and -,- I 



" lii..;.. I In,-.. Hi,-, ii- i Hi ill. Ii-I|. ..: I In. 1. 1. 1, -in. mi-, -"ire to *nfl« all 
the year fur the night ; iittBerviii|* the times (as 1 hate shewed you,) us 
tlii- iiiuliiwi-rk ; Hi,, v. nil- ill r",i ,[■,.• ki,.-.. In r-.i Hi it, hi(*s, and th- 
blai-k tly for lightness. Thi.-. in II- mi,. .•>[.. -rL.-u.-.. t..r iiugliiw la at* 
r.k-M, wlil.li hit ,:..■-. anting nf all, ahdiilleth the »^eifol>lsV|VBla, 

■■ There rume* an hum-it gentleman, a familiar Mewl, tone— he. 

was an angler — bet in b I., eumjili at with me, and asked me how 1 did f 

m-'i-ti I Inn! 1 ii ii lie line'; and iliT,i;inil,..l h in diBeourne, what mi tlM 

ri-Af.in 1 did mil ri'lal.. In in,, bimk [In. -Inking nl liie ili-h ,d li-h, vvhlrhhn 
1...-...I ? I |,rny vim. :-ir. ivh.it i hi -In i.i Tr.nits watthat! lie said it was a 

.i I linn iln-.eth tliii! dish against his will, hcrMIs* tie an 
,.ilv..r them. I will telly.iu. in short: Put vour fronts Intn the kefl 

when the keltl- i I., lb- lir-, . . i . I ,, ibeiii l..,il gently, at runs-eM 

■ ;■■-, mi.i Ihcy slinll l-iil ,l.i=e ,.|i,.utli i u-liii'li i.nf I ■ 

. e L , ii-...! I".,r ploughmen, InJt uut/.,r the palate. Sir. 1 hope [ have fin 
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for three or four links next la tho bonk, ) I say, not exceed 
three or four bairn at the most, though you may ii-h h Hub 
stronger above, Ln the upper part of your line ; hut if you can 
attain to aula with one liair, yon shall have mure rises, and 
catch more fish. Now you must be mrr not in cumber yourself 
with too long ■ fine, as most do. And before you begin to 
■ingle, cast tu have the wind on jnsir back ; mid the sun, if it 
fliiius. to be lii'fiirr you ; am! (n IikIi down the stream ;" and 
carry the point or top of your road downward, by which means 
the shadow of yourself, and rod too. will he the letist offensive 
to the fish ; for the sight of any shade anuses the lish, and spoils 
your sport, of whirl] you must take a great care. 

bi tiie middle of March, till which time a man should not in 
honesty catch a Trout, or in April, if the weather ho dark, orn 
little windy or cloudy, the I'L-t li-liru: is with the Palmer- 
\vi Tin. of which I h-L -|!oke to you : hut of these there be divert 
kinds, or at least of divers colours • these timl the May-fly are 
the ground of oil Ity uncling : whicli an 1 to he thus made : 

First, you must arm t your hook with the line, ill the inside 
of it, then take your scissars, and cut so much of a brown 
mallard's feather us, in your own ivasou, will make the winga 
of it, you having withal regard to the bigness or littleness of 
your hook ; then lay the outmost part of your feather next to 
your hook, then the point of your feather next the shank of 
your Look ; and, having mi dune, whip it three or four times 
nlH.ut the hook with the tame silk with which your hook was 
armed; and tuning made the silk fast, take the hackle of u cock 
or capon's neck, or it plover's top. which is usually better : take 
off the one side of Ine feather, then take the hackle, silk or 
crewel, gold or silver thread, make these fast at the bent of the 
nook, thit is to gay, below vour arming ; then you must take 
the hackle, the silver or gold thread, and work it up to the 
■liiliiiiL.- or still reiiinviric your linger as you turn the 
•ilk about the hook, anil still looking, lit every stop or turn, 
that your gold, or what materials soever you make your fly of. 
do lie right and Matly, and if you And thej do so, then when 

alnive made the heart, make all fast : and then work your 
le up to the heart, and make that fust : and then, with a 
needle, or pin, divide the wing into two, and then, with the 
arming silk, whip it about cross-ways betwixt the wings, and 
then with your thumb you must turn the point of the feathers 
towards the tient of the hook, and then work three or four 

• T)ii> mint lie tnkea, tn "-i.lt rlnwnllip ■Irsum ; fi.r It i< nultd impni- 
»iMr tu ker<p » nv nliiwe initi-r, II dmivu d»™ tin- .trei.ai, lit mortnf Iht 
ImuIii ab-urdlj direct — J. K. 

t To arm ii »u «aaUi>g turin. meaning iu tie, <,r «-hip ruuod. — J. H. 
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limes about the slimst i.f (In- hook, find [hen view the pro- 
portion, mid if 8.11 be neat, nnd to your liking', fasten. 

1 confess, no (lirertiuii fan he ijiven to moke a man of a dt 
r-iCiii'ily uliii- ro irmkc n i!y well : mid yet I know this, with 
little practice, will help an ingenious angler in a good degree. 
But to see a fly made by mi artist in that kind is the best 
teaching to make it. And, then, an ingenious angler mar 
wT.lk by the river, and mark what flies full on the water that 
day, and catch one of them, if he see the Trouts lean at a riv 
of that kind ; and then hiving always hooks ready hung with 
him, and having a bag also always with him, with bear's hair, 
or the hair of a brown or sad -coloured heifer, hackles of a cock 
or a capon, several coloured silk anil crewel to make the body of 
the fly, the feathers of a drake's head, black or brown sheep'-, 
wool, or hog's wool or hair, thread of nobl and of silver silk c 
several colours, ('especially sad-coloured, to make the fly's head; 
and there be also other colo" - J ' 



■oloured feathers," both oflktle birds aw 



* The author nut h.iriug uartinul.it lyenumorirted the mnleriali neuuirr 
r„r lH--mnkii.i>. it will nut be jmpnnii-r, onre fur nil. In do It here. And, 
lint, ynumutt bu provided "lib bear', liair ..i .in-.-i ■. .-,. ... 
dun, light >n,i :.-i ■■■■■ i iiuil ill .: -,v!,i..:. ,h ti ■■, 

• :.■■■■;■■ I .:,,..;irV.lit'iit, umluf aojluur I.. (■■■■■■ ■ 
fur ; inaiLWs hnlr fr..qi. l.i ■ : . 

'ill I ';.■ k : ;...■.-,.. ,■.-!!'. 'h :■!■.■■ I.-- Il...| ir i : 

■ ■■; ■ ' : -.'i ■ :: i!.- brazil ; tl ihouhl be plucked frumnnt— _ 

ISir.int, ruid "ili-r -..it places of the hujr. nnd must be of the fuUnwiM 
.■■■l..'irr. iib'.iii.'iv, i.h.ik. v.i, ^vl-in-h. .....I -.■... I.-: ;,i i :■]■ otlu-r f..l...ir 

v. m nii.v u:-l 111" Hi .LM'iL :,t ailvi-r'4: s.-iiVs fur i. I... lip had at Uw trunk 

i'i..l.i. ,■.■! :bi-:.:-..H.'J..I ti,e.-..l ...ifiWa and calf, hair. In »Ulk« 

.li '-■.■:■■■■■■ ;. 'i.ii- !!'.■ 1 1 .'lit r.„:li... r, i rk. ,[ lii'i'.vii ; vuii will tbraw 

ntpd eow'fi or .mM"- Ir-.f, b.ISi niiiili iri b[ir-!i, nrul Hill iiev.T ■*-• 

klliillv, ■ li" lii'li'l- - Iv : L'-t ill— li "I 

':..!,■■ , I-:.'. I'.'lil-I. i'.. I.. ill" :■■ il..-.iil-..l in ,■ li.. I.- ■■!' tiitt.,ii n s /'■ 

■ ■ ■ 

r'.'.l. vi..let, purple, Iil.uk, li"r>L.-(!i.«li, piuk, and r.r'aupre cilouji. Sum- 
rjromuiend the hair ■■■ »l»,riiv L > ell- ami ..-aires ; but .cal'i fur, dyed m 
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of speckled fowl, — I say, having those with liim in n hag. * and 
trying to make a fly, though he mias at first, yet shall Iw at last 
hit it better, even in such a perfection as none can well tench 
him. And if he hit to make his fly right, and have the lurk In 
hit, also, where there is store of Trouts. a dark day, and a right 
wind, he will nuch »ucb more of thc-m as will encourage him to 
grow more arid more in lore with the art of rly-makiru;. 

Venator. But, my loving master, if any wind will not serve. 
then I wish I were in l.nplui.d, [<> buy a good wind of one of 
the honest witehes, that sell so many winds there, and so 

PiKster. Marry, scholar, but I would not be there, nor 
indeed from under this tree : for look how it begins to rain, 
and bv the clouds, if I mistake not, we shall presently have a 
smoking shower ; and therefore sit close ; this sycamore tree 
will ^heller lis : and I "ill tall you, as the} shall come into my 
mind, more observations of fly-fishing for a Trout. 

But first for the wind : you are to take notice, that of the 

■ 
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winds, ilia south wind is said to be the best. ' In 



!i blows your bait into i nib's mouth. 

Neit to thiit. the west wind i- believed to be the best 
having told you that tlie east wind is the worst, I need not tell 
which wind is the ties! in the third degree : and yet (a* Salomon 
observes,) that " he that considers the wind shall never bow : " 
so he that busies bis head too iniu-li about them, if the weather 
be not made extreme cold by an east wind, shall be a 
superstitious: for as it is observed by some, that " there 
good horse of a ttad colour ;" so I have observed, that if it 
rloudy day, and not extreme nild, let the wind sit in what 
1 heed it not. And yet take 



nearer the bottom, and in deeper water, in winter thi 
summer; and also nearer the bottom in a cold day, and (hen 
gets nearest the lee-side of the water. 

But 1 promised to tell you more of the fly-fishing for a Trout, 
which 1 may have time enough to do, for yon see it rains Msy- 
hutter. First, for a May-lly,— von may make his body with 
greenish- coloured crewel, or wiU.iwisii-culiiiir, darkening it in 
most places with waved silk, or ribbed with black hair, or some 
■ if tin ■in ribbed with silver tumid ; and such wmgs, for the colour, 
as you see the fly to have at that season, nay, at that very day 
on the water. Or you may make the Oak -fly, with an orange, 
tawny, and black ground ; and the brown of a mallard's feather 
for th'e wings.* And you are to know, that these two are n 
rscellenl dies, that is. the May-ily and the Oak-fly. 

And let me again tell you, that you keep as far from the vt 
as you can possibly, whether you fish with a fly or worm, 
fish down the stream. And when you fish with n nv. if it be 
possible, let no part of your line touch the water, f but yanr fly 
only ; and be still moving yni.ir liy upon the water, or casting it 
into the water, yoo yourself being also always moving down the 
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Mr Barker commends several -'irts of the I'dmer-flies, wit 
only those ribbed with silver and gold, but. others thai have Iheir 
bodies all made of black, or some with red, atld n red hackle. 
You may aUo make tlie Hawthorn -fly, which is nil Mack, and 
not big, but very =iiratl, the smaller die heller ; or the Oak-fly, 
the body of which is orange-colour ami Murk crewel, with a 
brown wills' ; or a fly made with a Peacock's feather ia excel- 
lent in a bright day : * you must he sure you want not in your 
magazine -bag the Peacock's feather, mid grounds of such wool 
and crewel as will wake the Grasshopper. And note, that 
usually the smallest dies are the beat ; and note also, that the 
light fly does usually make most sport in a dark day, and the 
darkest and least fly in a bright or clear day : and lastly, note, 
that you are to repair 11)11111 any invn-jou to your magazine-bag ; 
and upon any occasion, vary and make them lighter or sadder, 
according to your fancy, or the day. 

And now I shall tell you, that the fishing with a natural fly 
is excellent, and affords much pleasure. They may be found 
thus : the May-fly, usually in and itbout that month, near to the 
river side, especially against nun : the Oak-fly, tin the butt or 
body of an oak or ash, from the beginning of May to the end of 
August ; it is a brownish fly ami i'asy to be so found, and stands 
usually with his head downward, that is to say, towards the 
root of the tree : t the small Blaok-rly, or Hawthorn fly, is to 
he had on any Hawthorn bush after the leaves be come forth. 
With these and a short line, (as I shewed to angle for a Chub.) 
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you may dape, or dop, and also with a Grasshopper, behind a 
tree, or in any deep hole, still making it to move on the top of 
the water as if it were alive, and still keeping yourself out of 
sight, you shall certainly have sport, if there be Trouts ; yea, in 
a hot day, but especially in the evening of a hot day, you will 
have sport. 

And now, scholar, my direction for fly-fishing is ended with 
this shower, for it has done raining. And now, look about you 
and see how pleasantly that meadow looks ; nay, and the earth 
smells as sweetly too. Come, let me tell you what holy Mr 
Herbert says of such days and flowers as these, and then we will 
thank God that we enjoy them, and walk to the river, and sit 
down quietly, and try to catch the other brace of Trouts. 

Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright, 
The bridal of the earth and sky, 
Sweet dews shall weep thy fall to-night, 

For thou most die. 

Sweet rose, whose hue, angry and brave, 
Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye, 
Thy root is ever in its grave — 

And thou must die. 

Sweet spring, full of sweet days and roses, 
A box where sweets compacted lie ; 
My music shews you have your closes — 

And all must die. 

Only a sweet and virtuous soul, 
Like seasoned timber, never gives, 
But when the whole world turns to coal, 

Then chiefly lives. 

Venator. I thank you, good master, for your good direction 
for fly-fishing, and for the sweet enjoyment of the pleasant 
day, which is so far spent without offence to God or man : and 
I thank you for the sweet close of your discourse with Mr 
Herbert's verses, who, I have heard, loved angling ; and I do 
the rather believe it, because he had a spirit suitable to anglers, 
and to those primitive Christians that you love, and have so 
much commended. 

PUcator. Well, my loving scholar, and I am pleased to know 
that you are so well pleased with my direction and discourse. 

And since you like these verses of Mr Herbert's so well, let 
me tell you what a reverend and learned divine that professes 
to imitate him (and has indeed done so most excellently) hath 
writ of our book of Common Prayer ; which I know you win 
like the better, because he is a friend of mine, and I am 9ure 
no enemy to angling : 
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P'-ai/tr by the Booh f ami Common ? 
The spirit of grace 

h not lctr JrsM- alone 
For limp and place, 

km), thai pmyi 
'« heart, what with his mouth he says. 

nt in privite, by themselves alone, 
Do pray, may take 
What liberty they please, 



Their soul's most intimate affections known 
To Him that sees in secret, -hen 
They're moat conceal'd from other mea- 

be that unto others lends the way 

Shoufd"go 



it may know 



To blaspheme, whei 






leutt to have pray'd. 



Devotion will add life unto the letter i 

That which authority 
Prescribes, esteemed be 
Advantage gut? 
If the prayer be good, the commoner the better ; 
Prayer in the Church's vordt, as well 
As ante, of all prayers bears the bell. — Ch. Harvie. 

And now, scholar, I think it will he time to repair to our 
angle rods, which we left in the water to fish for themselves; 
and you shall choose which shall be yours ; and it is an even 
lay, one of them catches. 

And, let me tell you, this kind of fishing with a dead rod, 
and laying night hooks, ure like guiitihir money to use; for they 
both work for the owners when they do noihinjr but sleep, or 
cat, or rejoice, as you know we have done this last hour, and 
sat as quietly and as free from cares under this sycamore, as 
Virgil's Tityrus arid his Melibteus did under their broad beech 
tree. No life, iny honest scholar, no life so happy and so pleasant 
as the life of a well governed angler : lor B'hcn the lawyer is 
swallowed up with business, iinti tlic statesman is preventing or 
contriving plots, then we iit on cowslip bunks, hear the birds 
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sing, and possess ourselves in as m u ch qusUncj a as these silent 
silver streams, which we now see gsnletd quietly by us. Indeed, 
my good scholar, we may say of aavfine;, as Dr Boteler and of 
strawberries, " Doubtless God could M made a better berry, 
but doubtless God never did ;" and so (if I Bajght be judge) 
" God never did make a more calm, quiet, hsaoeent recreation 
than angling." 

Ill tell you, scholar, when t sat last on tins primrose bank, 
and looked down these meadows, I tkmght of them m Charles 
the Emperor did of the city of Florence: " that they were too 
pleasant to be looked on, bat only on hofidays." As I then art 
on this very grass, I turned my present thoughts into verse: 
'twas a wish, which IT! repeat to you. 



TRX AVOW's WISH. 



I in these flowery meads would be : 
These crystal streams should solace me; 
To whose harmonious babbling noise 
I with my angle would rejoice, 
Sit here, and see the turtle-dove 
Court his chaste mate to acts of love : 



Or, on that bank, feel the west 
Breathe health and plenty : please my mind, 
To see sweet dewdrops kiss these flowers, 
And then wash'd off by April showers ; 
Here, hear my Kenns sing a song : * 
There, see a blackbird feed her young, 

Or a laverock build her nest : 

Here, give my weary spirts rest, 

And raise my low-pitcn'd thoughts above 

Earth, or what poor mortals love : 

Thus, free from lawsuits and the noise 

Of princes' courts, I would rejoice ; 

Or, with my Bryan f and a book, 
Loiter long davs near Shawford brook ; \ 
There sit by him, and eat my meat, 
There see the sun both rise and set : 

* Like Hermit poor. 

f A friend conjectures this to be the name of his favourite dog. 

X Shawford brook, part of the river Sow, running through the very bind 
which Walton bequeathed in his will to the corporation of Stafford to find 
coals for the poor; the right of fishery in which attaches to this little 
estate. 

The house, described by Walton in his will, is now divided. The brook 
is a beautiful winding stream, and the situation such as would be likely to 
create admiration in a mind like Walton's. 
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There bid good morning to next day; 

There meditate my time away; 
Aad angle on ; and beg to have 
A quiet paeaige to a welcome grave. 

When I had ended this composure, I left this place, and saw 
a brother of the angle sit under that honeysuckle hedge, one 
that will prove worth your acquaintance. I sat down by him, 
aad presently we met with an accidental piece of merriment, 
.winch I will relate to you ; for it rains still. 

On the other side of this very hedge sat a gang of gipsies ; 
atd near to them sat a gang of beggars. The gipsies were then 
to divide all the money that had been got that week, either by 
stealing linen or poultry, or by fortune-telling, or legerdemain ; 
or, indeed, by any other sleights and secrets belonging to their 
mysterious government. And the sum that was got that week 
proved to be but twenty and some odd shillings. The odd 
money was agreed to be distributed amongst the poor of their 
own corporation : and for the remaining twenty shillings, that 
was to be divided unto four gentlemen gipsies, according to 
their several degrees in their commonwealth. 

And the first or chiefest gipsy was, by consent, to have a 
third part of the 20s. which aU men know is 6s. 8d. 

The second was to have a fourth part of the 20s. which all 
men know to be 5s. 

The third was to have a fifth part of the 20s. which all men 
know to be 4s. 

. The fourth and last gipsy was to have a sixth part of the 
20s. which all men know to be 3s. 4d. 
As, for example, 

3 times 6s. 8d. is 20s. 
And so is 4 times 5s. . . 20b. 
And so is 5 times 4s. 20s. 

And so is 6 times 3s. 4d. . 20s. 

And yet he that divided the money was so very a gipsy, that 
though he gave to every one these said sums, yet he kept one 
smiling of it for himself. 

As for example, s. d. 

6 8 
5 
4 
3 4 



make but 19 

But now you shall know, that when the four gipsies saw 
that he had got one shilling by dividing the money, though not 
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one of them knew any 

mid courtiers, every gipsy envied Mm that was the gainer, 
wrangled with him; and every one said the remaining shilling 
belonged to him ; and so they tell to so high a contest about 
it, as none that knows the faithfulness of one gipsy to another 
will easily believe ; only vrc tliut have lived these last twenty 
years are certain that money lia- been able to do much mischief. 
However, the gi]>sies were too wise to „ 
therefore choose then choice friends. Rook and Shark, and our 
liilc English Gusunm,* tu he their arbitrators and umpires, 
'tie hedge, and went to tell 
e money and lodging in the 
next village. 

When these were gone we heard as high a contention amongst 
the beggars, whether it was easiest to rip a cloak or unrip ■ 
cloak? One beggar affirmed it was all one: but that was 
denied, by asking her, if doing and undoing were all one? 
Then another said, 'twas easiest to unrip a cloak ; for that 
was to let it alone: but Bhe was answered, by asking her 
how she unripped it if she let it alone ? and she confessed 
herself mistaken. These and twenty such like questions were 
proposed and answered with as much beggarly logic and earnest- 
ness as was ever heard to prucced from the mouth of the most 
pertinacious schismatic ; arid sometimes all the beggars (whose 
number was neither more nor less than the poets' nine muses) 
talked all together about this ripping and unripping; and so loud 
that not one heard what the other said : but at last, one beggar 
craved audience, and told lhem dial old Father Clause, whom Ben 
Jonson, in his /i,o,/if's /VusA.t nealed king of their corpora- 
tion, was that night to lodpi at an alehouse called " Catch-her- 
by.the-way," not far from WaJtbam Cross, and in the high road 
towards London; and lie tberi'lorn dn-iivd them to spend no 
more time about that and such like questions, but refer all to 
Father Clause at night, for be was an upright judge, and in the 
meantime draw cuts, what song should be next sung, and wr- 
shoidd sing it. They all agreed to the motion ; and (he 1 
fell to bet that was the youngest and veriest virgin of 1 
company. And she sung F rank Davidson's sons;, which be ran 
forty years ago ; and all the others of the company joined 
aing the burthen with her. The ditty was this: but firat t 
burthen : 

. Jlludlnp .... . 
F.ngM („,.„,„„, „ T 77,,. Hulwf lli.il viporalMei Th ',.)■: 

■ - •■.■.TL'.-l-i.la,.. 41,, l.„,„l. !,:,-,■». lli,Ml n.n.lr . coniii 




THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 



\Vh»e ooise of v lob is 10 meet, 

As when our merry dappers ring? 
Whit mirth iluth wan! »hen buggsn niecl ? 

A beggar'i lift is for a king. 
EM, dunk, and play, sleep when we list, 
Go where we trill, no rtocka be miss 'd. 

Bright shines ihe sun ; play, beggars, play ! 

Here 'a scraps enough to serve to-day. 

The world ia out*, and oura alone, 
For we alone have world at will ; 

We purchjut: not, all is our own, 
Both Gelds and streets »e beggars fill : 
Bright shines the tun ; play, beggars, play ! 
Here '• scraps enough to terse to-dny. 

A hundred herds of black and white 

Upon our gowns securely fetid ; 
And yet if any dare us bite, 

He dies, therefore, at sure a- creed : 
Thui beggar* lord it as they please, 
And nn!y lieggars live s.1 esse. 

Bright shines the tun ; play, beggars, play ! 



Venator. I thank you, good master, for toil piece (if merriment, 
and this aong, which was well linn inured bj ilm maker, and well 
remembered by you. 

Piscator. But, I pray, forget not the catch which you promised 
10 make against night; for our countryman, honest Uuriduii, 
will eipect your catch, and my song, whirh I must be forced 
to patch up, for it is so long since ] learned it, that 1 have forgot 
a part of it. But, come, now it hath done raining, let's stretch 



d by the Trouts — lent them, indeed, like usurers, for o_ 
profit and their destruction. 

Venator. Oh me ! look you, master, a fish ! a fish 1 — Oh, 
master, I have lost her. 

Pucator. Ay marry, sir, that was a good fish Indeed : if I had 
had the luck to have taken up that rod, then 'tis twenty to one 
he should not have broke my line by running to the rod's end, 
a) you suffered him. I would have held him within the bent 
of my rod, (unless he had been fellow to the great Trout that 
is near an ell long, which was of such a length and depth that 
he had his picture drawn, and now is to be seen at mine host 
Bickabie'i, at the George, in Ware,) and it may be by giving 
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iliac very great Trout the rod— that is, by roaring it to him into 

the iinter — 1 might have ciinght him ut the long run; d 

use always lo do when i meet with an overgrown tiali ; a 

will learn to do so too hereafter ; for I tell you, scholar, 

is on art, or, at least, it is an art to catch fish. 

Venator. But, master, I have heard tliat the great Trout you 
speak of is a Salmon. 

Piscatm. Trust mc, scholar, 1 know not wliat to say to 
There are many country people that believe hares change sci 
every year : and there be very ninny learned men tbnt think 
too, for in their dissecting them I hey find many reasons toincli 
them to that belief. And to make the wonder seem yet lei 
that bares change sexes, note, that Ur Mer. Casaubon affirrr 
in his book Of Vn-ilthte mid Im-re.dibU Tkiiys, that Gasper 
Peueenis, a learned physician, tella ut of a penp'" "' " 
a-year turn wolves, partly in shape and partly in 
And so, whether this wem it Salmon when he caine uito tre 
water, and his not returning into thi! sea hath altered him 
another colour or kind, I am not able to say ; but I am certa 
he hath all the sitnid of Sit-in:.- n Truut, both for hi) shape, colour, 
and spots : and vet many think he is not. 

Venator. But, master, will this Trout which I had hold of 
die ? for it is like be hath the hook in his belly. 

PtKutor. I will tell you, scholar, that unless the hook be 
fast in his very gorge, 'tis more than probable he will live, and 
a little time, with the help of the water, will r 
mil it will in time wear mmy. us the gravel doth 
hoof, which only leaves a false quarter. 

And now, scholar, let's go to my rod. I^ook you, scholar, 
I have a fish too, but i( |--rmv. .-. !.. ■-■■in, -lien ■!.■(: (.'hob ; ami this 
is not much amiss, for this "ill jilcusnrc some poor body, u we 
go to our lodging to meet our brother Peter and honest Cork 1 " 
Come, now, liiit your hook again, mid lay it into the water, 

it rains again ; and we will even retire to I he sycamore tree, 

there I will give you more directions concerning fishing, for I 
would fain make you an artist. 

Venator. Yes, good master, I pray let it be so. 

PUenlor. Well, scholar, now wc are sat down and are 
*ate, 1 shall tell you a little morn of Trout fishing, before I 
speak of the Salmon, (which I purpose shall be next,) and then 
of the Pike, or Luce. 

You are to know, there is night as well as day fishing for a 
Trout i and that, in the nigh!, the best Trout: 
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portu, or rather two, 1 



a place where tbe waters m 
i the bait will not he so well (listen 
r (load place, near to some swift, [here draw 



quietly. For in a 
I say, in a quiet 01 
your bait over the 
it good Trout in the hale, he will take it, especially if tbe i. it'll! 
be dark, for then be la bold, top of the watt 

watching the motion of any frog, or water-rat, or mouse, tl 
-ujrns It'l will bin i mid tlii: sk\" ; these he bunt* after, ii' lie ?i 
(he water but wrinkle or move: in one of these dead holes, whs 
these Breat obi Trouts usually lie. near tu their holds; for you 
arc to note, that the treat "Id Trout is both subtle and fearful, 
njid lies close all day, and does net usually stir out of his bold, 
but lies in it as dose in the iliij as liir timorous hare does in 
her form; for tbe ehief feeding of either is seldom in the day. 
but uiually in the night, ami then tbe great Trout feeds very 
boldly. 

And you must fish for him with a strong line, and not a bttle 
hook ; and let him have time to cor^e your hoolt, for be does 
not usually forsake it, as be oft will in the day-fishing. And if 
the night be not dark, then lish .-o with an nrtirioJal fly of a 
%ht colour, and at the snap : nay, lit 1 will sornerji 
dead mouse, or a piece of elotli, or any thing thatse 
across the water, or to be in motion. This is a choice way, hut 
! have not oft used it, because it i- I'oirl uf the pleasures tl " 
meh days as these, that we two now enjoy, afford an. angler. 

And you are lo know, that in Hampshire, which 1 think 
eiceeds all England for swift, shallow, clear, pleasant brooks, 
and store of Trouts, they used to ratcli Trouts in the night, by 
the light of a toreb or straw, which, when they have discovered, 
they strike with a Trout -spear, or other ways. This kind of 
way they catch very many : bur 1 would nor believe it till I was 
m eye-witness of it, nor do I like it now I have seen it.f 

Venator. But, master, do not Trouts see us iu tbe night ? 

Piteator. Yes. and hear and smell too. holh then and in the 
day time: fur Gesner observes, the Utter smells a fish forty 
fur!on,".= off him in the water : and that it may be true, seems 
to be affirmed by Sir r'ran''is liacon, in the Eiyhth Century uf 
kit Natural History, who there proves that waters may lie the 
medium of sounds, by demonstrating it thus,— "that if you kt ' 
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it the ringing 
-, it shall be 



two stones together very deep under the water, those that stand 
on a bonk near to that place may hear the noise without any 
diminution of it by the water." He also offers the Bare experi- 
ment concerning the letting an anchor fali, by a very long cable 
or rope, on a rock, or the sand, within the sea. And this being 
so well observed ami demons! m led us ii i- ly [hat learned man, 
has made me to believe that Eels unbed themselves and stir at 
the noise of thunder, and not only, as some think, by the motion 
<>r stirrinc; of the earth whi thftt thunder. 

And tins reason of Sir Francis Bacon (E*per. 792} baa made 
me crave pardon of one that I laughed at for affirming that be knew 
Carp* come to a certain place in a pond to be fed at the ri * 
of a bell or the belling of n drum. And, " 
a rule for me to make as little noise as 1 can when i ai 
until Sir Francis Bacon lit: confuted, which. 1 shall gire any 
man leave to do.* 

And least you may think him singular in ibis opinion, 1 will 
tell you, this seems to be believed by our U-arrn-d Dr Hakewill, 
who, in his Apology of God's Pracer and Proridencc, fol. 380, 

! notes Pliny to report that one of the emperors bad particular 
sh ponds, and in them several Gab that appeared and cairn* 
when they were called by their particular names.f And St 
James tells ub, chap. i. 7. that all things in the sea h»Te 
been tamed by mankind. And Pliny tells us, lib. be. 35. tin 
Antonia, the wife of Drusus, had a Lamprey at whose gilla ih. 
hung jewels, or ear-rings ; and that others have been so tender- 
hearted as to shed tears at the death of fishes which they have 
kept and loved. And these mIimtvilihijii. which will to d 
hearers seem wonderful, seem to have a farther o 
from Martial, lib. iv. Epigr. 30. who writes thus : ( 
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All the farther use that I shall make of this shall he, to advise 
iitutien; to be patient, and forbear swearing, least they be heard, 
and natch no fish . 

And so I shall proceed nest to tell you, it is certain that 
'■eruun fields near Leominster, a town in Herefordshire, are 
■ihserved to make the sheep that grme upon them more Fat than 
the next, and also to bear finer wool : that is to say, that that 
year it) which they feed in such a particular pasture, they skill 
yield finer wool than they (lid that year hefore they came to 
feed in it; and coarser again if they shall return to their 
former pasture; and again return to a finer wool, bdntf fed in 
the fine wool ground : which I tell yon. that you may the better 
believe that I am certain, if 1 catch a Trout in one meadow, he 
•ball be white and faint, and very like to be lousy ; and as 
certainly, if 1 catch a Trout in the next meadow, he shall !>e 
strong and red, and lusty, and much better meat. Trust me, 
scholar, I have caught many a Trout in a particular meadow, 
that the very shape and the enamelled colour of him hath lieen 
such as hath joyed me to look on him ; and I have then, with 
much pleasure, concluded with Solomon, " Every thing is 
beautiful in his season," • 

I should, by promise, speak next or the Salmon ; but I will, 
by your favour, say a little of the Umber, or Grayling, which 
is so like a Trout for his shape and feeding, that I desire I may 
exercise your patience with a short discourse of him ; and then 
the next shall be of the Salmon. * 



upon the rud 
nngi, of tbo 
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le to thp end : it"' winrli niu-l lie Bi-rrwed on t,i 
f jrnnr rod, uni round Hie liairi-1 Id tliere be Hound ei|r)u i.r 

of wnvelinir ..r-ilk lii.' \Vli,-ii v. lime slrueli « fish that n 
■ ■ ■- tnj-klp, 1-Uli.- I mil, ..i 'I --i-iii-J liiin "pMhetiree. 



nerd bntmnlw Three »r four rrlnl- in u place ; which, if unsudeesidul, you 
may conclude theTe irf Praia there, 

Wnllon, in •] •■ ■ : ..Lit are found, ho« 

mad* HOmenti"!L "I ■!:■■ K-iin-t ; whi-li, uri..l..nl ]■>■, | r..,lu. -■■ 

• nd u mmyTrouti u uij river in England In the reim. ,il Kin*' fcnr e* 
IheBe.r-ond.iTi.i; . . -.- ii.:,r N.'nt.iirv, witli a .iir-t in t '- 

net, which measured forty-flYe inehei in Ivneth. 



THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 



CHAPTER VI. 
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B Gjuvuva — Solum T/tpaalk 
. The L'mbm and Grayling are thought by K 
differ, as the Herring and lllchard do ; but though they m>) 
• do bo in other nations, [ think those in England diffef not bine 
but in tbejr names. Ahlroiau'lu- siy-c, they I* of a Trout 
kind ; and Gamer *»ys, tint in his country, wluch is Swioer 
land, be is accounted tin: choicest of nil fish. Anil in Italy, Ir- 
is in the month of May so bighlj rallied, that ho is sold the 
at a much higher rale than any other fish. The French, wh»c 
call the Cbiib tin eilhiit. mil the I'mber or the Lake Lenua 
an amble chevalier ; nnd they value Ihe I'mber, or Grayling, • 
highly that they pay he feuds on gold ; mid say, that many ha> 
ivi'ii caught out of tlu'ir famous river of Loire, out of whoi 
bellies groins of gold have lieeri often taken. And some thin 
that he feeds on water thyme," and smells of it at his fir 
taking out of the water ; and they may ttdnk so with as px, 
reason as we do that our Smell.- smell like violets at their beir 
first caught, winch I think is a truth. Aldrovandus says, tl 
Salmon, the Grayling, and Trout, and all risli that live in da 
and sharp streams, are made by their mother Nature of sur 
exact shape and |ili:;isint i.. Inn is |njr|j<.™'H to invite ui to a y 
and eonteutedness in feasting with her. Whether this b 
truth or not it is not my purpose to dispute : 
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•hut write of the Umber declare bim to be very mediriiialilc. 
tad (leaner says, Iliac the fat of an I" ruber, or Grayling, being 
wt, with a little honey, a day or two in the sun, in a little gla-s. 
i' tery excellent against redness, or swurtliiness, or liny thing 
tin fireeds in the eyes. Salvian * takes iiini to be colled 
[giber from hi* swift swimming, or gliding out of sight more 
lite a shadow, or a ghost, [him a h-h. Much more might be 
nuil both of bis smell nntl taste : hut 1 shall only tell you, that 
■ u r Ambrose, the glorious bisho|i or Mibin, who lived when the 
rlturch kept failing days, calls bim the flower -fish, or flower 
of fishes ; and that be was so far in love with him that he would 
not let bun pass without the honour of a long discern™ ; but I 
must, and pass on to tell you how to take this dainty fish. 

First note, that he grows not to the bigness of a Trout; for 
the biggest of them do not usurilk rvovd i-igliteen inches. He 
lives in such rivers n- the Trout docs, mul is usually taken with 
the same baits as the Trout is, and after the same manner ; for he 
will bite both at the Minnow, or worm, or fly, (though he bites 
not often at the Minnow,) and is very gamesome at the fly; 
and much simpler, and therefore bolder than a Trout ; for he 
will rise twenty times at a fly, if you miss him, and yet rise 
again. He has been taken with a fly made of the red feathers 
of a Porakita, a strange outlandish bird; and he will rise at a 
fly not unlike a gnat, or a small moth, or, indeed, at most flies 
that are not too big. He is a fish that lurks close all winter, 
but is very pleasant and jolly after mid April, and in May, and 
in the hot inonths.t He is of a very fine shape, his flesh is' 
white, bis teeth, those little ones that be has, are in his throat, 
yet he has so tender a mouth, that he is oftener lost after an 
angler has hooked bim than any other fish. Though there be 
many of these fishes in the delirate river Dove, and in Trent, 
and some other smaller rivers, as that which runs by Salisbury, 
yet he is not so general a fish as the Trout, nor to me so good 
to eat or to angle for. J And so I shall take my leave of 
bim ; and now come to some observations on the Salmon, and 
bow to catch him. 

• HipiHilSto SnlTiuii, an Italian physidaa t;f the niileonth rcrtliiry : 

Rhanan, .. I ', ' „ „„ ',' e „___ 

+ " Grayling," urn Sir Hiuii|hry Davy. " Ifyou take ymir sralu.iiliy 
lb, "")■• i.t «rie.-r, ":li ri-,- i,«m,t K. (,ia [l>rin 1 r....t. fur Miry lie ik-ei-er, 
...,.1 (li.'rell.i" »n' orrt -u innrh wnr-'il tiy nil object on the bank; hut they 

Trout, Hint, in fistiinu n.r i : UIht, v,.ii may, in many rivers. iTilrli Ijt.tli. 
Tluty (pawn uhum tlie be*rl[Uin^ ill" A|irll, wbi'ii they lie muntly i:> 

iiiiit, i.r (lie '-my Mil- :in- rhclly l hi- -. »illi»" fer the Trout, except 

r!.c M itiuw, winch lie m-i.. ii... i i.ik.- ... ll-.-clf. 11,- ui 1 1 al.,u take jfeutii-- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE SALMON ; WITH DIRECTIONS II 




Tin Salmon — Salmo lalir. — Limt.nvi. 
Piscatar. The Salmon is accounted the kin? of fresh wafer 
fiah ; and is ever bred in rivers relating to the sen, yet bo higfc, 
or far from it, as admits of no tincture of salt or brackishness. 
He is said to breed, or cast his spawn, in most rivers, in the 
month of August :* some say, that then they dip a hole, or 
grave, in a safe plaee in the gravel, and there place their eggs, 

• pry eagerly. When you fish (or him with a fly, you can hardly use one 

Tin' t.riiviiriL' i- nuii'li ini'rn apl to riae than deso , ,. 

you anale for Idm float, mid ut.t fur flic Trout, ruili.T it— u Ami, wit 
tbe bait from ail 1 n<- Ln.-li.'. in mi the Iwtloin, than tin' miinitiK line. 

Tlii- Cir«vlini( i- f.jiiuJ Hi fivnt |il -r.it in ii.iuiv rivurs it "- - - 
|.:i.ri,„l,,rly li... I lull, '■,'•- And III 111,' W,„, n'liiA i,|, w |hi 
l,.M-liir- iikI M.iiiincii'li-liirc Uil.i Mix ^■■.■■tii, I ham I»ki 
nrliBiinl Kf, very larijt oil" ; n- also .reat numbers o( ( lut 
..i.-elleiit fl.h, <.r Hi.' |-r..m Vi.i.i, .'.IW u LMttprtmrs of whiih torn, 
willbmaldinasubseooiMin,..!.'. I l.i>> Ltr. ,.;,.ily lo lit (rot at wi 

II,,', ,-,'iH ii H...,-r..l.', ..I trii.'tl.- : m |,l„',- it n tilled a coble, I 

the Lntiu ctrWn, a Utile Im.-k.-i : it i- i t:-l,,-i. ■,.,.....) ■.-„,. i:„ „ .,, 

"imr'-'e-H hid* ; it ha. n l.i'iu Ii hi tin. middle, and will jiMboldoBaHl 

mid i- -.. liiilll, lliaMli" :i,,'ii,,,ii"ll "■ 1 lliiii;iTiitlll, l ir!u-.„l,likH , ' 

andiotraraj ii'itli ■: ..null ['..'I'll-. Ii ■"■" •■■ NT ,i -!i-k, .ill t" 

to a river, aid then they laurli It and .ten In. There !• groat 

in £,.|rint in! i" "I Hi'' ■' tr-i.ki,'-. t'..r Hi,, in-.l.p,ir v.'u luinr 

voorfiiiil it (lif-fr.™ yen i and, when you are iu, the [easli 

the body oversets It. II Is very dirrTtina- lo see how uprl 
fi.r I l.i -il in Hi.-.' ."-..'Ifi. mill In itwrk with v/hi " ' 

and lets it down ifpaMi bmnr, it is a son uf'na 
wwh our piscatorv ili-iiple tit'ier to mii'mpl. 

• Their usual time of epawnlue. Ls about the latl 
tin' bev-muiug of September ; but it is aald that Iho: 
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« iptim, after the melter ha* done his natural office, and then 
We it most cunningly, end cover il over with gravel and 
slimes; and then leave it to their Creator's protection, who, 
iiva gentle heat which he infuses into that cold clement, makes 
it hrorid and beget life in the spawn, and to become Samlets 
in the spring neit following." 

e Salmons having spent their appointed time, and done 
iMl natural duty in the fresh waters, they then haste to the sea 
tefure winter, hoth the meltcr and spawner ; but if they be 
napped by flood-gates, or weirs, or lost in the fresh waters, then 
tuose so left behind by degrees grow sick, and lean, and unsea- 
sonable, and kipper ; that is to say, have bony gristles grow out 
of their lower rhaps, not unlike a Hawk's licak, which binder 
their feeding ; am), in time, such tisli so left behind pine away 
and die. It ta observed, that he may live thus one year from 
the sea ; but he then grows insipid anil tasteless, and loses both 
hia blood and strength, and panes and dies the second year. 
And it is noted, that those little Salmons called Skeggers. 
which abound in many rivers relating to the sea, are bred by 
such sick Salmons that mi^ht not gi> to the sea, and that though 
they abound, yet they never thrive to any con Mile rahlc bigness, f 
But if the old Salmon gets to the sea, then that gristle which 
(hews biin to be kipper, wears away, or is east off, as the Eagle 
is said to cast his hill, ami lit rirovi.T> Lis -tivngth, and conies 
next summer to the same river, if it be possible, to enjoy the 
former pleasures that there possessed him; J for, as one has 
wittily observed, he has, like some persons of honour and riches 
which have both their winter and summer houses, the fresh 
rivers for summer, and the salt water for winter, to spend his 
life in ; which is not, as Sir Francis Bacon hath observed ill his 
History of Life and Death, above ten years. And it is to be 
observed, that though the Salmon does grow big in the sea, 
yet be grows not fat but in fresh rivers ; and it is observed, 
that the farther they get from the sea, they be both the fatter 
and better. 

Next, I shall tell yon, that though they make very bard shift 
to get out of the fresh rivers into the lea, yet they will make a 
harder shift to get out of the salt into the fresh rivers, to spawn, 
or possess the pleasures that tlicy have formerly found in them : 
to which end, they will force themselves through flood-gates or 

• Wultni]'? phrase, " aom* »ay." oxpreMca a doubt ; bat t can affirm, 
from repent* ft observation, that his amount ^correct. — J. R. 

{A gnvat deal of This Is obviously fanciful and erroneous. —J. R. 
Til,- thibthM.iii .il I hii? S nl 11 1, ii l, n Hil ilivprs rifJi'T sortn of fiahra, i^anklr,- 
iri.'i- In Enjil of liirds; and Mr Hay confirm* Walton's hti***rtj.,[i , i..\ divine. 

To riv-t I'loir -pim-n, an. I sc.ilii* it in luniV* .if -nn.l nil iln- y»ui\a I"- Il-t.-IicI 
ar. I ..*■ .In.1 -.|. i.n'l IIii.it ri-liirli Tn sen again." — "Witti nf ttnJ m a .' r .'. i '-■ .1 
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say, kept seven or eiiTln duys in moss before you fish with them ; 
and if you double your time nt ,'ijhr into sixteen, twenty, or 
more days, it ia still tbe better ; for the worms will still be 
clearer, tougher, ami mure lively, and continue so longer upon 
your hook. And ilnv riniy he kept longer by keeping them 
cool, and in fresh inoss; and some advise to put camphor 

Note also, that many use to fish for a Salmon with a ring 
of wire on the top of their rod, through which the line may run 
to is great a length as is needful, alien he is hooked. And to 
that end some use a wheel about the middle of tbeir rod. or 
near their baud, which is to be observed better by seeing one of 
them, than by a liir^t' ilemti[i»r™iir>n of words. 

And now 1 sbfdi tell you that which may be called a secret. 
Ihaveboena-nshing with old Oliver Henley, now with God, a 
noted fisher both Tor Trout and Salmon; and hove observed, 
that lie would usually take three or four worms out of bis bag, 
it them into u little box in his pocket, where he would 
y let them continue half an hour or more, before he would 
is hook with them. 1 have asked him his reason, and he 
has replied, " Be did but pick the best out to be in readineM 
against he baited bis hook the next time:'" but he has been 
observed, both bv others and myself to catch mote fish than 1. 
or any other body that has ever gone a-fishing with him could 
do, and especially Salmons. And 1 have been told lately, by 
one of his most intimate and secret friends, that the box in 
which he put those worms was anointed with a drop, or two oi 
three, of the oil of ivy-berries, made by expression or infusion ; 
and told, that hy the worms remaining in thai box an hour, or " 
like time, they had incorporated a kind of smell that win irr_ 
sisribly attractive, enough re force any fish within the smell of 
them to bite. This I heard not long since from a friend, but 
have not tried it ; yet 1 grant it probable, Hnd refer my rw i_ 
to Sir Francis Bacon's Natural History, where he proves fit., 
may hear, and, doubtless, can more probably smell ; and I a 
certain Gamer say, the Otter can smell in tbe water; and 
know not but that fish may do so too. It is left for a lover of 
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inkling, or mi)' that desires to improve thai nrt. lo try this eon- 

J shall also imparl two oilier experiment! f hut not tried by 
nj»elf, J which 1 wilt deliver in Ihe Mint words thai they were 
tiiea (DC, hy an excellent angler ami a very friend, in writing . 
fce told me the latter was boo good to be told hut in ■ learned 
language, lest it should be made common. 

" Take the stinking oil drawn out of die polypody of the oak 
fa * retort, mixed wiili r 1 1 1 [nin i i ,r- and hive Iiotlcv, and anoint 
vow httil therewith, and i! will doubtless draw the fish to it." 

The other is tlii* : " Vuluera bedera- graruliisimjc indicia 
■udunt baUamiiin oleo galtto, albicantique persimile, odoris 



" It is supremely tweet to an) lish, and yet asafiptida may 
do the like."* 

lint in these I have no great faith ; yet cram it probable ; and 
Jmve had from some t'hemieal imn (namely, from Sir George 
Hastings and others) an affirmation of them to be very advan- 
tageous. But no more of these : especially not in this place. f 

I might here, before 1 take my leave <if the Salmon, tell you. 
that there is more than on. son ol'iiiem, as namely, a Teron, and 
another tailed in some places a Samlet, or by some a Skegger. 
i but these, and others which 1 forbear to name, may lie rub 
of another kind, and differ as we know a 1 [erring and a Pilchard 
(lo;)i which, 1 think, are as different as the rivers in which they 

• Theri> i> ralim. thimeh 1 awa never b«o >t>lr to r-t a alirbt of It, ■ 

I k. ,-rititV,], <h~ >,r.; t; ...I |:,:..'.-.'.l 1.1 lir.li. .I"-]; ill till- ,T„1 .,1 w|,|.|, 

H^* TOnSraw^» ! tb™/rf?™*t<. Wsitnni" ° Pt "" * °"* 
t The foUrmrinf melibcaulf catabtraptie ehnnld operate u a irenpral 

■.i:..:. niioiirt li-iniT. hi !)■■■ i' I....i[i..l. -.1 I - --_■ r - . ..::: il.tr.-i;...,! it. '-.-A.. 

■I tola* huuan cfiwtituMun : " Nev.-itu.tlt, Juue In, I1HJ, Ii.l.v. f k, 

joucg mr-n hartiur cwfiil a luruF quantity <>1 Ir.mrl i 

I- .ill', In.,-, ,1.- l,.T,rtl]"V ullli,. T.,.1,1 i.l 

iia. j inn iiir.i -.,;.-i. .■! u,i,;ii]Lt.r. ,. ill, ii,,i,.[]t |,,i;i. in 

iin.i li tli in. 'liinl uaiatiuu'e mi iinmscll»i,.|j p rt.ru rui. 

fori- iii.i.u in Mi- uivnt.'-t nci.iiii-j.." 

Ssh iu ninny rtn'fi.ul Hit S.nliimtikiii.1, uniiiu, tli'Murli vrn- 

], ii tauiwtit by aoroo curloua persinra <<■ lit uf th.. 1.1,111.. .1,.., i.... ; .111.1 

I 1 .;. ..... ■■■ . .. ■ , ■■ ;.. ,-,...■,..... ■ 

Wtra, Sirnrn, lj!t.«|irirnr>, btiiI '.rorcl Last->|iritig.i. Bin Umrc in 
. ■ ■■ .-. ■ ..■! ■ 

. ■ riiJ.'t ■|.,.ii..t ' 111.— s,,K\m jihr.ut the beginning •>' 
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breed, and must, by me, be left to the disquisitions of men of 

mi>re leisure and of greater abilities thin I profess myself to 

And lastly, I am to borrow so much of your promised patience 
as to tell you, that the Treat, or Salman, beingin season, have, 
at their first taking- out of the water, (which continual during 
life,) their bodies adiimed, the one with such red spots, and the 
other with such bliick or blackish spots, as give them such an 
addition of natural beauty, as 1 think was never riven to any 
woman by the artificial paint or patches in which they so much 
pride themselves in this age;. And so I shall leave them both . 
and proceed to some observations on the Pike. 



CHAPTER VIII. 




The Pick— Eiox Lucius. — Linn jsbs. 

Fixator. The mighty Luce, or Pike, is taken to be the tyrant, 
is the Salmon is (In- kiiiL-. uf tin- fresh waters. It is no' ' ' 
doubted, but that they are bred, some by generation, an 

not ; as namely, of a weed, railed pickerel weed, unless 

Gesner be much mistaken ; for be says, this weed and other 
glutinous matter, with the help of the sun's heat, in s< 
li.irtiir.l.ii months, and some |hjiii1b aptert for it by nature, 

become Pikes. f But. doubtless, divers Pikes are bred after I 

manner, or we brought into some ponds some such other ways at 
»re past man's finding out, of which we have daily " 

to me that Wilton and nrach, if 
(ancj; jut ii.i. 



• It iitti not appear to me that Walton tiad nrach, If any, p 
rxtwrlnire in Salmon aaglinir, partiraliiriT with tluflj, which k ui 

. :. 



naMaSbrfnk 

eto prodocrtP " No,- V 
nought it might. — J. it. 
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Bacon, in hi* History of Life 

Ik Pike to he the longest lived of any fi 
va be computes it to he not usually above forty years : and 
i* think it to be not above ten yean : anil yet tiesner 
ton* » Pike taken in Swedelnnd, in the year 14-Hi, with a 
riar shout bis neck, declaring he was put into that pond by 
Frederick the Serond. more than two hundred years before tie 
lit last taken, as by the inscription in that ring, being I nuek. 
™ interpreted by the then Bishop of Worms." But of this 
m more ; but that it is observed, that the old or very great 
Pikes have in them more of state than goodness ; the smaller 
w nu'ddle-sb.ed Pikes being, by the most and choicest palates, 
observed to be the best meat ; and, contrary, the Eel is observed 
le he the better for ape and bigness. 

All Pikes that live itme: [iruve i-l.i :i rj_rr -: j 1 1 1 1 ■ to their keepers, 
totalise their life is nuiiniaiin-il by the death of so many other 
fish, even those of their own kind : which has made him hy 
some writers to be called the tyrant of the rivers, or the fresh 

water wolf, hy reason of his bold, e reedy, del in.' ili-im-jinu ; 

which is so keen, that, as Geaner relate*, a man going to a 
[Kind, where it seems a I'ikr 1 1 . 1 ■ I ilevoofi-d ail the lish, to water 
his mule, had a Pike bit Ins mule by the lip!, ; to which the 
Pike bung so fast that the mule drew liim nut or the water ; 
;ind by that accident, the owner of the mule angled out the 
Pike. And the same Gcsner observes, that a maid in Poland 
had a Pike hit her by the foot, as she was washing clothes in 
a pond- And 1 have heard the like of a woman in Killingwonb 
pond, not far from Coventry. But 1 have been assured hy my 
friend Mi Seagrave, of whom I spake to you formerly, that 
keeps tame otters, that he hath known a Pike, in extreme 
hunger, fight with one of his otters for a Carp that the otter 
had caught, and was then kinging nut of the water, I have 
told you who relate these things ; and tell you they are persons 
of credit; and shall e.inelude ibis observation by telling you, 

what a wise man has observed " ll is a hard thing to persuade 

the helly, because it has no ears."t 

• The .liny i- n.l.n.y IUlii>u-ill,n-h.'<, in Ms ApiJofie of tht Power nnd 

■ ;.'.•.'.. l-.ii 1. |. I I... .;iv-. J1 i will -l.^i- ii^i tl.l* 

■■■■ mi-'-. Ill In:. ||.I-M|. to till' K r.u l--j.l-.li- 

nand. pr.Tiird before His Inmkr lit PiKifnu, Much™, the luiic Me "I n 

E'il.. w-rm-h ^;if rii-t inlii ^ ; il, i.r j !,-. i r Jli.ili'finiiic hi Mi-m-ia, 

ii itli tliii iii-.riiHii.nl ,.ii^-r:iv,.n uf , d ,-,,li :1 i- ,.r I . r 1 1 - - r,iM.-ni.rl :il t hi* 

iitrllr- ' EK" sin. i ' :.■ |-i ■ runi.nn |.iim.i- iinin.-iliiM ]-.-r 

ruuiwi rw-turil i-n-.tiTii-i Seiiuiuli mi.mi.-, :> lli-riil.ri,. uuu.i I**'. 1 I urn that 

Mi wkirlt wiu SM i.r nil i-iL'i Inl.illiini lo by the liaml of h'ri'Ji'ni'ke tlic 

il.» vi'ar 1S30. tin 

vu afnun taki'ti il]. in fi-- v-.r M:-1. ;.i.i l-v tin- in-ii ijjlii.ii It ;i[,|]i.«r.-d in.' 
bail then lin.il then !«., liin,iii-i>.l ami ftine-nivm yi-ueu." 

) ]!.,ivILit, n. I ■ ■- .-.l.ii;iL'i.!l,i.'ivi.»lhr. fnllmrilu.' 
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But if these relations be disbelieved, it is too evident to be 
doubted, that a Pike will devour a fish of his own kind that 
shall be bigger than his belly or throat will receive, and swallow 
a part of him, and let the other part remain in his mouth till 
the swallowed part be digested, and then swallow that other 
part, that was in his mouth, and so put it over by degrees : 
which is not unlike the ox, and some other beasts, taking their 
meat, not out of their mouth immediately into their belly, but 
first into some place betwixt, and then chew it, or digest it by 
degrees after, which is called chewing the cud. And, doubtless, 
Pikes will bite when they are not hungry ; but, as some think, 
even for very anger, when a tempting bait comes near to them. 

And it is observed that the Pike will eat venomous things, 
as some kind of frogs are,* and yet live without being harmed 



in Barn-Meer (a large standing water in Cheshire) was an ell long, and 
weighed thirty-five pounds, which he brought to the Lord CholmonieleT ; 
his lordship ordered it to be turned into a canal hi the garden, wherein 
were abundance of several sorts of fish. About twelve months altar, Ub 
lordship drawed the canal, and found that this overgrown Pike hat de- 
voured all the fish, except one large Carp that weighed between nine and 
ten pounds, and that was bitten in several places. The Pike, was then put 
into the canal again, together with abundance of fish with him to feed 
upon, all which Be devoured in less than a year's time ; and was observed 
by the gardener and workmen there, to take the ducks, and otter water- 
fowl, under water. Whereupon they shot magpies ana crows, end threw 
them into the canal, which the Pike took before their eyes : of this they 
acquainted their lord, who, thereupon, ordered the slaughterman to fling 
in calves' bellies, chickens' guts, and such like garbage to Mm, to prey 
upon ; but being soon after neglected, he died, as supposed, for want of 
food." 

In Dr Plot's History of Staffordshire, 246, are sundry relations of Pike of 
great magnitude ; one in particular caught in the Thames, an ell and two 
inches long. 

The following story, containing farther evidence of the voracity of this 
fish, with the addition of a pleasant circumstance, I met with in Fuller's 
Worthies, Lincolnshire, page 144. 

" A cub Fox, drinking out of the river Arnus in Italy, had his head 
seized on by a mighty Pike, so that neither could free themselves, but were 
ingrappled together. In this contest, a young man runs into the water, 
takes them out both alive, and carrieth them to the Duke of Florence, 
whose palace was hard by. The porter would not admit him, without a 
promise of sharing his full half in what the duke should give him ; to which 
he, hopeless otherwise of entrance, condescended. The duke, highly 
affected with the rarity, was about giving him a good reward, which the 
other refused, desiring his highness would appoint one of his guard to give 
him a hundred lashes, that so his porter might have fifty, according to his 
composition. And here my intelligence leaveth me how much farther the 
jest was followed." 

The same author relates, from a book entitled, Vox Piscis, printed in 
1626, that one Mr Anderson, a townsman and merchant of Newcastle, 
talking with a friend on Newcastle bridge, and fingering his ring, let it fall 
into the river ; but it having been swallowed by a fish, and the fish after- 
ward taken, the ring was found and restored to him. — Worthies, Nor- 
thumberland, 310. A like story is, by Herodotus, related of Polycrates 
king of Samos. 

* That either frogs or toads are poisonous is not quite correct, for though 
the secretion from the pustules of the toad is somewhat acrid, it cannot 
justly be called venomous. — J. R. 
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by them ; for, as some say, he Los in him a natural balsam, or 
antidote against all |>om m. Arid he lias a at range heat thai, 
though it apjiears to us to lie cold, can yet digest or put over 
any fish-flesh, hy degrees, without being sick. And othera 
observe that he never eats the venomous frog til! he have first 
killed her, and then, as ducks are observed to do to frogs in 
spawning lime, at which time som-e Iroo are observed to be 
tenonious, so thoroughly washed her, by tumbling her up and 
down in the water, that lie may devour her without danger." 

And Gesner affirm-;, that n I'olnuiaii gentleman did faithfully 
assure him he had seen two young iwsfi sit one time in the belly 
of a Pike. Anil doubtless a Pike in his height of hunger will 
bite at arid devour a dog that swims in a pond ; and there have 
been examples of it, or the like ; for, as I told you, " the belly 
lias no ears when hanger coma upon it." 

The Pike is also observed to lie si Military, melancholy, and 
> bold fiah ; melancholy, bemuse he always swims or rents 
kimself alone, and never swims in shoals or with company, as 
Roaeh and Dace, and most other iish do ; and bold, bemuse he 
fears not a shadow, or tu see or be seen of any body, as. the 
Trout, and Chub, and all other fish do. 

And it is observed hy Gesncr. that the jaw-bones and hearts, 
and galls of Pikes are very im-dic inutile fur several diseases, or 
to stop hlood, to abate fevers, to cure agues, to oppose or expel 
the infection of the plague, and to be many wstya medicinahlc 
and useful for the good of mankind :f but be observes, that the 
biting of a Pike is venomous, and iiitnl to lie cured. 

And it ia observed, that the Pike is a Bah that breeds but 
once a year ; and that other fish, as, namely, Loaches, do breed 
oftener: aa we are certain tame Pigeons 1I11 almost every month; 
and yet the Hawk, a bird of prey, as the Pike is of fish, breeds 
but once in twelve months. Ami you are to note, that Ida tune 
of breeding, or spawning, is anally about the end of February, 
or somewhat later, in March, as the weather proves collier or 
warmer : and to note, that his maimer of brc.-ding ia thus : a he 
and a she Pike will usually go together out of a river into some 
ditch or creek ; and that there the i-pawncr rusts her eggs, and 
the melter hovers over her all that time that she is casting her 
*pawn, but touches her not. 

I might say more or this, but it might be thought curiosity or 
worse, and shall therefore forbear ir : and take up so much of 
your attention as to tell you, that the best of Pikes are noted 

worst in small ponds. 

■ ■ ■ 
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Bui before I proceed farther, I am to tell you, that there is 
a great antipathy betwixt the Pike am] some frogs ; and t' ' 
may appear (o the reader of Dubravius, a Irisbop in Bohemi 
who, in hi? batik Of Fish and Fish-ponds, relates what he s 
he saw with lus own eyes, and rould not forbear to tell 1 
reader ; which was : 

'• As he and the Bishop Thurzo were walking by a large 
pond in Bohemia, they saw n frog, when the Pike lay very 
sleepily and quiet by the shore side, leap upon his head; and 
the frog having expressed malice .ir anger hy his swoln cheeks 
iind staring eye?, did stretch out bis legs and embraced the 
Pike's head, and presently reached them to his eyes, tearing, 
with them and his teeth, those tender parts : the Pike, moved 
with anguish, moves up and down the water, and rubs himself 
aeiiiiist. weeds and whatever he thought might quit Mm of bw 
enemy ; but all in vain, for the frug did continue to ride 
[rhiri!]iliriti<ly. mid in hire and torment tbe Pike till hij strength 
failed; and then the frog sunk with the Pike to the bottom of tbe 
water: then presently tbe frog appeared again at the top, and 
croaked, and seemed to rejoice like a conqueror, after which he 
presently retired to his secret hole. The bishop, that had 
beheld the battle, called hi - li-hemum lu fetch bis nets, and by 
all means to get the Pike, that they might declare what hail 
happened: and the Pike was drawn forth, and both hi* eye* 
eaten out, at which when the) began to wonder, tbe fisherman 
wished them to forbear, and assured them hp was certain thai 
Pikes were often so served." 

I told this, which is to be read in the sixth chapter of the 
[first] book of Dubravius, unto a friend, who replied, " It wh 
as improbable as to have tbe mouse scratch out tbe cat's eves." 
But he did not consider, that there be lishing frogs, which the 
Dalmatians call the Water-devil, of which 1 might tell youa« 
wonderful a story ; but 1 shall tell you that it is not to be 
doubted but that* there be some frogs so fearful of the water 
snake, that when they swim in a place in which they fear lo 
meet with him, they then get a reed across into Iheir mouths; 
which, if they two meet by accident, secures the frog from the 
strength and malice of tlie snake; and note, that the frog 
usually swims the fastest of the two. 

And let me tell yon, that as there be water and land frogs, 

* Janoi Dobntltit Sola, Mili.ipof dim mi, Hi Mimnia, : 

,..''■',. ir', whii-li'ni-IIITU , . . 

I ncli-li. ami pnMithi-iJ in i|iiirti>, by O-jnig* CknrrlwT, Mini 

j-'nMMhJr '•"''■' 
U,tkin» of Fill 
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to there be land and v 
till! observalion, that 
Em tftueb become young snakes, in some old dunghill, o 
like hot place : hut tie water snake, which is not venomous, 
* " e been assured by a great obBt-rver of such secret*. 



tike them nil ii 

bended danger, and then let them out again mien she thinks all 

1 get to be passed : these be accidents that we anglers some- 

is see, and often talk of. 

lut whither am I going ? I had almost lost myself, by 
remembering 1 the discourse of DubraviiM. 1 will therefore stop 
here ; and tell you, according to my promise, now to catch the 
Pike. 

His feeding is usually of fish or frogs; and sometimes a 
weed of his own, railed [ irk.'j.l -weed, of which I told you 

le think Pikes are bred ; for they have observed, that where 

le have been put into ponds, yet they have there found many ; 
and that there has been plenty of that nml in ihose ponds, and 
[they think] that that weed both breeds and feeds them : but 
whether those Pikea sn bred will ever breed by generation as 
the others do, I shall leave to the disquisitions of men of more 
curiosity and leisure than 1 profess myself to have ; t and shall 
proceed to tell you, that you may llsh for a Pike, either with a 
ledger or a walking bait ; and you are to note, that I call that a 
ledger bait, which is fixed or made to rest in one certain place 
when you shall be rdisent frum i: ; and 1 call that a walking bait, 
which you take with you, and have ever in motion. Concern- 
ing which two, 1 shall give you this direction ; that your ledger 
bait la best to be a living bait, (though a dead one may catch,) 
whether it be a fish or a frog : and that you may make them 
live the longer, you may. or indeed you must take this course : 
First, for your live bait : of fish, a Roach ot Dace is, 1 
:bink, best and most tempting, and a Perch is the longest 
rived nn a hook ; and, having cut off his fin on lus back, which 
may be done without hurting liim, you must take your knife, 
which cannot lie too sharp, mid betwixt the head and the fin on 
the back cut or make un incision, or such a scar as you may 
put the arming wire of your hook into it, with as little, bruising 
•r hurting the fish as art and diligence will unable you to do ; 

■ 
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and so camine your arming wire slung his bock, 
the mil of your h=h. betwixt the skin and t!ie bo<ly of it, draw 
(ml that wire or arming of your book at another scar near to 
hi; tail : then tie him about it with thread, but no harder than 
of necesnty lo prevent hurting the fish; and the better to amid 
hutting the fish, some have a kind of probe to open the way for 
the more easy entrance and passage of your wire or arming ! but 
as for these, rime and a little experience will teach you better 
than 1 can by words. Therefore I will for the present say no 
more of this ; but come next to give you some directions how 
to bait your hook with a Frog. 

Vrnatar. But, good master, did you not say even now, lhar 
some frogs were venomous ; and is it no! dangerous to touch 
them? 

Piscalor. Yes, but I will give you some rules or cautions 
concerning them. And first you are lo note, that there are two 
kinds of frogs, chat is to say, if 1 may so express myself, a flesh, 
and a fish frog.* By flesh frog*, I mean frogs that breed and 
live on the land; and of these there be several sorts also, 
and of several colours, some being speckled, some greenish, 
some blackish or brown : the Green Frog, which is a small 
one, ia by Topsel taken to be venomous : and the Paddock, 
or Frog-paddock, which usually keeps or breeds on the land, 
and is very large and bony and big, especially the she frog of 
that kind ; yet these will sometimes come into the water, but 
it is not often : and the land frogs are some of them observed 
by him to breed by laying eggs, and others lo breed of the 
slime and dust of the earth, and that in winter they turn to 
slime again, and that the neit summer that very slime returns 
to be a living creature ; this is the opinion of Pliny. And Car. 
dnnust undertakes to give a reason for the raining of frogtj 
but if it were in my power, it should rain none but water 
frogs; for those, 1 think, are not venomous, especially the ritht 
water frog, which, about February or March, breeds in ditches, 
by slime, and blackish eggs in that slime : about which time 
of breeding, the he and she frogs are observed to use divers 
summersaults, and to croak and make a noise, which the land 
frog or paddock frog never does. 

Now, of these water frogs, if you intend to fish with a frog 
for a Pike, you are to choose the yellowest that you can get, for 
• The whole of thi>par«grapri la full of grnu error Tlmr* ■» , lllnd, 

*»-•> -] • ' Elicit* Krngs, tlio ('i,mm,.n nml the Nutuiju*, but it dor* 

i.vi :.|.|-.r tli.t WiJton kww the Imttrr.-J. B- 

Mr itnv rr-jcrti them iu utterly fulsi. and ridi"ulous ; and demniulu? 
jrnpiw"«i til lily nf their priHturtirm in imiv -Lien maimer. — HWmti of 

ffflhUX qnvlu, Lund ITlfl, to], iv. p. 10. 
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that the Pike ever likes beat. And thus use your frog, thai be 
may continue lung alive : 

Put your book into his mouth, which you may easily do from 
the middle of April till August ; and then the frog's mouth growl 
up, and he continues so for at leant six months without eating, — 
hut is sustained none but He whose- name is Wonderful knowa 
how : I Bay, put jour hook, 1 mean the arming wire, through 
his mouth, and out at his gills ; and then with a line needle anil 
alk sew the upper part of his leg. with only one stitch, to the 
arming wire of your hook : or tie the frog's let- above the upper 
joint to the armed wire ; and, in so doing, use hiln as though 
you loved him, that is, harm him as little as you may possible 
that he may live the longer.' 

And now, having given you this direction for the baiting your 
ledger hook with a live fish or frog, my neit must be to tell 
you how your hook, thus baited, must or may he used ; and it is 
thus : having fastened your hook to a line, which, if it be not 
fourteen yards long, should im; be Ie=y than twelve, yon are to 
fasten that line to any bough near to a hole where a like is, or 
is likely to lie. or to have a haunt ; and then wind your line on 
any forked stick, all your line except half a yard of it or rather 
more ; and split that forked stick, with such a nick, or notch, at 
one end of it as may keep tin: lira' from any more of it ravelling 
from about the stick than so much of it as you intend. And 
choose your forked stick to be or that bigness as may keep the 
fish or frog from pulling the forked -rick under the water till 

e Pike liil.es; and then the Pike having pulled the line forth 



And ir you would have this ledger bait to kenp at a fixed place, 
undisturbed by Hind or other accident: which may drive it to 
the shore side (for you are to note, that it is likeliest to catch a 
Pike in the midst of [lie "liter, j then bang a small plummet of 
lead, a stone, or piece of tile, or a turf, in a string, and east into 
the water with the. forked stick to hang upon the ground, to be 
a kind of anchor to keep" the forked stick from moving out of 
your intended place till the Pike crime: this I take to be a very 
good way to use so many ledger hairs, as you intend to make 

Or if you bait your hooks thus with live fish or frogs, and in 
a windy day, fasten them thus to a bough or bundle of straw, 
and by the help of that wind can get them to move across a pond 
or mere, you are like to stand still on the shore and see sport 
presently, if there be any store of Pikes. Or these bve baits 
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may make sport, being tied ilmut (he body or wings of a goose 
or duck, oik) she chased over a pond.' And the like may be 
done with turning three or four live baits thus fastened to blad- 
ders, or boughs, or bottle of liny or flags, to swim down a river, 
whilst you walk quietly alone on the shore, and are stiU in 
expectation of sport. The rest must be taught you by practice; 
for time will not allow me to say mure of this kind of fishing 
with live baits. 

And for your dead bait for a Pike : for that you maybe taught 
by one day's going a-fishing with me, or any other body that 
fishes for him ; for the baiting your book with a dead Gudgtoo 
or a Roach, and moving it up and down the water, is too easy a 
thing to take up any time to direct you to do it. And yet 
because T cut you short in that, 1 will rammute for it by telling 
you that that was told me for a secret— it is this : 

Dissolve gum of ivy in oil of spike, and therewith anoint 
your dead bait for a Pike : and then cast it in a likely place ; 
nnd when it has lain a short time at the bottom, draw it towards 
the top of the water, and sr> up the stream : and it is more than 
likely that you have a Pike Follow with more than common 
eagerness. 

And some affirm, that any bait anointed with the marrow of 
the thigh bone of n hem is a great temptation to any fisb.t 

These have not been tried by me, but told me by a friend of 
note, that pretended to do me a courtesy. J But if this direc- 

a A rod tvri'l v t ' fi'.'i I. iii:;. .ui.i :. rin j or win, 
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airainst baitinK with ■ P>rcli, It li confidently Msetted, that Pikes hafci 
bemtlktjairTth 8 mill Perch, when neither a Roach imr Bleak would 
tempt Ihem. See 111- Anrtrr't Sure Grade, JS8. 

Oneerre tint 111 jour baits for Pikemust be at fresh us poisiM... LMiul 

roll us h tin ketlTe, chaniing the water ultra I 

ud dead ones iksaU Im wtt . -Ill dry up that 

nahiiur 



■n thought worthy nf a distinct 



method, and fur til- .-iii.j.. I ilk,' (li:-. ■!;;.■. n.-.ii .-i.i.,1 tir-1 Ml "villus 

An* note, that in m,Jli!i|.', the l.i-cd ■■!■ Hut l.ait-llshnunt beatthcbcnt 
.1 in-- IiiimIi : whereas in fjmlng it the inHp, the hook must rum it nt m- 

■'■ 11..U1J1 ..r --wiill.iw tin: 



In the Latter yon ire tu 



Tin' n-J fur trolling slinu 



"vr- 



: rren or sky... 



r. .1, v'l.i.'li i'm'.'-J '.'11'y b- ■'--»■- "1™.°™.- 

with one common thank, mad., '.f one pii'.... ..r' iviri', i-j ;ili..ut Hir,.,- 

quarters of on inch long, placed hark to baik, su that the points may not 

through which is pnt a strong twlKtud liruv wire, uf about sin inches lungi 

Inwvr iiTik iniij finv,- r. .. .-il 1.1 t'l. : ■-■■ 1-j tin' cud >it the line fasten injk'et 

To bait tint li.-k, ,.>i<erve the ilirerliiuiE giTtn by Wilton. 

But there is a sort of trolliiig-houk, different fro in that already described", 
and to which it is thought prefrrabli, which will require- aulltilf:l■ 
mJHi*ffement: (hi? ^ n" nmiv ilmu liv,- liiifli- lunik- lied back tu hark 
with a atronj piece of f-tnip lulu.-, 11 [la.- skunk*. In (In- whipping th.i 
■.,:',. .. .. . ■ ■ 

link! of chain, of about *n right of an Inch diainetur, and into the lower 

lead 'of a wuii -in : 1 ,.rp at Hut puinl. These bonks 

are to be hail at tile lii-lnni: tin-Ill. -*i-.,.- r.-iuly tilted up. 

■flu- Imr.-r kii.il .if I1.....I1 i- In. I.,- Him ordered: namely, put the lead into 

flnwktte wiiiMn(tn«i«ad wuTtrnp baa hoi don, tawHa-kBTrtUi 

■Uograter amnne Hi,, fl.ii. ii,. it with a h.iok, uf which the folWiiHj 
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L.I the shank I..- t nn Jin li.-i loiiii, iii:.l i.;i.l,..i fri.ui Hi.- 1111.I1 



1 -tti pi.-, .mil 1.1.1 link- "1 i-li:iiu ; tin- tli.uk mini te t.arhed 
nl the lead a quarter -*--' 



diivVtimi to Hint uf 
'■ ' " nth of' 

.'. ■"'tl-i.i-l.t',".-! 






140 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 

for I have tried it, and il is somewhat the hetler fur not heing 

common. But with my direction you must taVe this caiitiun, 

,.lh..i> here i|..-eril.,.il are late improvements: and this iB»hnnk, either 
-Inule .ir (ji.ijti).., with ,l ].ui(,' shnnk, leaded about Ekirea Inches tip the. 

ii'irr with n mei'n oi lerul ith.hiir 4 <pinrterof mi inH, <ir|u»ri. at the itr":il.:r 

or lower mil: llx t'i l]i.. .-Imtil- ..?i ,liiii-I " i-v ,l! I eiyht lim-Ih'- I..,.-.- 

f nt this I k i!it.i-i tuar ivii-,.. nil., tin. njonlli o^th* fiih, quite 

thr.niah lii- belly, >ir : J ...ji ,,i ■■■ ■ 

til.. |i,„,k :i,;.v be ,.v,.ii with the tielly of till' loiit-fi.h : Mild then tie 111- liiil 

■ .fib.' ti-li i.irh -i;,.!.:- Ilii.-ml r.h^ir wir!! : ?ipniy i".L_-»..ji It with il needle and 

II.. rli' i.itli tin. in. 1 1 i.n.l ,.t Mi., -i, ;■,],, ..i. Lt awajone nf tha fim nf thnball- 

whlchwil! make ft play the belter. 

■ ■..,.. tlnn Used, is to he. thrown in, and kept in cotutiuit 

now drawn ivith tlu> stream, then against it _; in u to counterfeit the 

.-...■ . . . . . ■ ■!,.-■. 

the Salt, you will Bee the line move, whii U I 
]. tlii. with two liwlj jerks, and then plfiv him. 

!.,'t til.- r..d In' twelve ti'h't hunt, very strung and taper, with * itrna,' 

■>li'U '-T IIi.-i '■ ■ ■ .' than Ihe trolling line. 

Biiappinir for Pike, namely, with the Live, mid with tin- dead tiuan. 
tor tin. live snap, [here i! if. kin. I .il hook so proper aa the ioubla 

ftinilti I I;. T'i hull it, il'.lli il I .-. ■ 

bait.niihfwtby the hack Sn to the middle hook, where be will livelong 

manner directed for that trolliiiu ■ ■■ 

same size and liiiiire „- ,li r- -. i.'.i r". . l- 1 : , . - iv..II1ol-1hi..Ii nlniv* mentioned ; 

an.l drill n luile through it from end to end. To hail it, take ■ long needle 

hi' in. milt : tli.-l, [nit III.' I.'il.l over tile iTi'iif, ilrinv il .I..-.. I ■ 

In throwing Hit? bail, ,.lB-n- the nil..- j-iien ii.r trolling :bu[ 

.■;iiiu..t funl i-hi.-h " r ay hli. head lies, strike upright with two -.matt jerks, 

retiring ln H -k i.nnl- ;.- 1.,-: „■. v an, ill I "win linv,. brought him '-' - 



■ ii,.|.. n I., eh, iMhe rv...l..e i. 
Hie (-.,.„;,.'.(. y,.,..'.'.r, I.i K, 



nth in the year for trullinfi is • 
■ I r !. 1 1 1 n r 1 1 ,- r ■ - leed, till' u I- :■: 



... ItHJ, and "the .IngierU Sir- 

■ that tn.mth rlren an hMoi 

■Ui while I i:i 



THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 



141 



that ynur Pike must not be a small one, that is, it must be 
more that! half a yard, and should lie bigger.' 

First, open your Pike at the tills, and, if need be, cut also a 
little slit towards the belly. Out of these take his guts ; and 
keep his liver, which you are tu shred very small, with thyme, 
sweet marjoram, anil a little winter savory ; to these put some 

eled oysters, and some anchovies., two or three, both these 
whole, for the anchovies will rue It. and tlie oysters should not; 
to these you must add also a pound of lweet butter, which you 
ire to mix with the herbs that are shred, and let them all be 
well salted. If the Pike be more than a yard long, then you 
may put into these herbs more than a pound, or if he be less, 
then less butter will suffice I These, being thus miied, with » 
blade or two of mace, must be put into the Pike's belly : and 
then his belly so sewed up as to keep all the butter in his belly 
if it be possible ; if not, lien as much as you possibly can. Out 
take not off the scales. Then you Eire to thrust the spit through 
bis mouth, out at his tail. And then take Tour or five, or 
sii split sticks, or very thin bitbs, and a convenient quantity of 
tope or filleting; these laths are to be tied round almut the 
Pike's body, from hi] head to his tail, and the tape tied some- 
what thick, to prevent his breaking or falling off from the spit. 
Let him tie rooked very leisurely ; and often basted with claret 
wine and anchovie? ;m<l ii hut ini\r(l together ; and also with 
what moisture fulls from him into the pan. When you have 
roasted him sufficiently, you are to hold under him, when you 
unwind or cut the tape that ties him, such a dish as you purpose 
to eat him out of; and let him fall into it with the sauce that is 
ttmato troll in clear, mid not muddy water, sad to windy weather, 

..^ i!i.. In.,- i - [.r. i t'I.-.J, rln' I.liie pluv-. iintr'.' 
Ir.-cly. and, tliuiigh i)eml. i„ iiiu.li. r-j nppmr us ,/ nllv<- l n-hi.-h in nv.r- :.- 

The Pike' is ibi) to lie .'aught with a Minnow, (or which method take 
the fallowing directioni : 

tiet aflingle tioi.k, . ril.r, iili.I :■■!:. Ir. tin' =Ji;.rik ; li'l it re- ttle tli- 

•hunt of » ilieufccrd's crook ; put lead upun It, ai thick 

■ .1 Minnow's nn.urli. riive tV |...mt ..< tin- 

tint face of theflJh. Let tlte tod be a.1 long- as vou can hi 

<ami. li'iijitli. <i.l iijuin.l ,!„w nl 

f other bill. If, when the I'Llt.- hntln 



,1,11 1r,,:i ..-.'ii :ny .-.'IK I 

r!', . ■. , -M.I Iim -.-ill r.tiilii I..L.I. i LI I ■ J -M ,,11,,-.. ■■ I. i,i 
with a troll, I rjiln-r prefer it before any bait tlial T ki 

■.■■■; .-.:■.■■ 

1 1- 1, n- i'l'- I ■ . . : ■ ■ L ■■!:■■■ I ri'.M vim i-illl hike of 

l|,(|..i:i|! ivillrll. iJliiee Mir [llllllll. I.I .1 1 ... 

• lii the Jiiyfil CvJirry, l.y P. Lamb, L>n. matter Co 
r foi boiling. It reminds one of Lord ttlayn. 



hook directly up 

nl— HII--I-, nii.ri.i^.-. 
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roasted in his belly; and by this means the Pike will be h 
unbroken and complete . Then, to the sauce which was within, 
and also that sauce in the pan, you are to add a fit quantity of 
the beat butter, and tosqucezi' the juice of three or four orange 
Lastly, you may either |iut inti> the Pike, with the oyster, 
two cloves of £arlii-k. and take it whole out, when the Pike ii 
cut off the spit ; or to lave the sauce a baut gout, let the dish 
into which you let the Pike la II tie rubbed witb it ; the using 01 
not Ustiu* fif this enrlirk is left to your discretion. _ M. B. 

This dish of meat is too good for any but anglers, or ve. . 
honest men ; and I trust you will prove both, and therefore I 
have trusted you with this secret. 

Let me next tell you, that Gesner tells us, there are no Pikes 
in Spain, and thai the largest ve in the like Thrastmene in 
Italy ; and the next, if not equal to them, are the Pikes of 
England ; and that in England. Lincolnshire boastetb, to have 
the biggest. Just so doth Sussex boast of four sons of fish, 
namely, an Arundel Mullet, a Chichester Lobster, a Sbelsnj 
Cockle, and an Amerly Trout. 

But I will take up no more of your time witb this relation, 
but proceed to give you some observations of the Carp, and how 
to angle for him ; and to dress him, but not till he is cni ' 



CHAPTER IX. 




— LttntMB*. 



Thi C»ar— Ct/prinui Carpio. 
Piscator. The Carp is the queen of rivers ; a stately, a go 
and a very subtle fish, that was nut ut first brad, not hath ti- 
lting in Kiil'IiumI. hut ia now i nit utilized. It is said, they w 
brought hither by one Mr Mascal, a gentleman tbat then lived 
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n Sussei, a nullity thai abounds n 
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e with flih 

n any in this nation.* 

You may remember that I toll! yon. Gcaner says, there uri 

o Pikes in Spain ; and doubtless there was a Bmc, aliout : 

few more years Euro, when there were no Carps ir 

may seem to be affirmed by Sir Richard iiaker. ir 

e Chrtmiclt you may find these verses i 



doubtless, as of sen U Ike I H ■. ■ l- r i j ■ lt 9m soonest out of 
_ .iter, and of fresh water tish the Trout, so. except the 
.1, the Carp endures mot hardness, and lives longest out of 
i own proper element. And, therefore, the report of the 
tip's being brought out of a foreign country into this nation 
the more probable. 

Carps and Loaches arc observed to breed several months in one 
r, which Pikes and most other fish do nor. And thtsj is purely 
ired by tame and wild Rabbits; us also by some Ducks, 
eh will lay efitfs nine of [lie twelve month*, and yet there 
ie other Ducks thill lay no luuai r tluui lit.™*! one month. And 
t ia the rather to lie believed, beuiuse you shall scarce or never 
take a male Carp without a melt, or a female without a roe. or 
pawn, and for the most part ivn much, and especially all the 
ummer season. And it is observed, that they breed more 
aturally in ponds than in running waters, if they breed there 
" ; and that those that live in rivers roe taken by men of 
it palates to be much the better meat, 
it is observed, that in some ponds Carps will not breed, 
ly in rolil ponds ; but where liny w ill breed, they breed 
lerfilily ; Aristotle and I 'liny say, si\ times in ti year, if there 

Of of this fact, we IllL v.- Hi.- trri.i. in v.. r I Ii.'ili Mil,, r..[ llif /]''.. t 

ill: Ilii.Jt, ■:::■■! l.iih: ,|irirl,,. I I. f.r.v. atn-iiiLv 1 1 i. ■ t ! t , . I , . ■ , L ill 

fnlt'ii. win.', tlii.iijh til.- initial-. criLv "I hi- "saw are riven In 

uul Oraffinj, ciuarto. I5WV, law. unil' the nutlinr of u lm„t On 

the-c tun iht-iii*]" i tin' I.hi.t ,.i' ivh-iin, Ln'thi-trii. i fir-1 nil, iv.'. 

'peaks tit tin' former Uv report inajy - r l«<siilrn which, th^y llvr.J 

' -yednfroiEcurlioth^i-paiiil thiibuihurdf thebuek 

."..„ ' ■ " "*,4iimJl pxtTBCtcd from 

,L|.|i."ir- r|,;,l. mi ll.T till-.'. 



were Carppj. thouali hut t.'w, in En^Uri 
iL.ol, „f I'Uii^-t.'il. ill.t ri.,1 first brine 
^-i-njne do liy exotic plrnta, he m 
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T Perch to devour their spawn, when 
upon grass, or flags, or weeds, where ii lies ten or twelve tla)- 
bcfure it be enlivened. 

The Carp, if he have water room arid good feed, will grtn 
a very great bigness and length ; 1 have heard, to be much above 
a yard long." It is said by Jovius.t who hath writ of fishes. 
'hiii in tin: lake I.urian. in Italy, Carps have thriven to be more 
thiin fifty pounds weight : which is the more probable, for as 
Tin.' bear is conceived mid horn suddenly, and being born is hut 
short-lived ; so, on the contrary, the elephant is said to be two 
vears in his dam's belly, some think he is ten yean it ! " 
being born, grows in bigness, twenty years ; and it is o 
too, that he lives to the age of a hundred years. And 
observed, that the Crorodile is very long-lived ; and a 
that, that all that long life In- thrives in bigness ; and s 
Mime Carps do. especially in some places, though I nt 
one above twenty -three inches, which was a great and a goodli 
fish ; but have been assured there are of a far gi 
in England too.}: 

Now, as the increase of Carps is wonderful for their number, 
so there is not a reason fuund out, 1 think, by any, why they 
should breed in some pond;, ami mil in others, of the sunf 
nature for soil and all other eireumstani^es. And as their 
breeding, so are their decays also very mvsterions : 1 have 
read it, and been told by a gentleman of tried honesty, tki 
has known sixty or more large Carps put into several ponds 
near to a house, where, by reason of the stakes in the ponth. 
and the owner's constant being near to them, it was llilliWlillti 
they should be stolen away from him ; and that when he hi 
after three or four years, emptied the pond, and cipected 



spavmer, ) he lias, I say, after three or four years, found m 
a young nor old Carp remaining. And the like 1 have k 
of one that ban almost watched the pond, and at alike distant 
of time, at the fishing of a pond, found, of seventy or eightv 
large Carps, not above five or six : and that he had forborne 
longer to tish the said pood, hut that he saw, in a hot " 
summer, a large Carp swim near the top of the water 



°TK 



■iv i.i" II..- Ian. Mr I'nvi.l 1 1 . ,n i.k , .it llniri L*nrtlieM>*.M«* 



■ ■ ' ,: ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 
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frog upon bia bead ; mid that lie. upon lli»t occasion, paused 
his pond to be let dry : and 1 nay. of seventy or eighty ( arps. 
only found five or six in the said poiid, mid those very lick mid 
lean, and with every one a frog sticking ^o fust on the head of 
the said Carps, that the frog would not be got off without 
eitreme foree. or killing. And the gentleman that did affirm 
this to me. told me he saw it ; and did declare Hi belief to be, 
and I al90 believe the some, that he thought the other Carps, 
that were so strangely lost, were so killed by frogs, and then 
devoured.* 

And n person of honour, now living in Worcestershire, f 
assured me he hod seen it neckhi'v. or collar, uf tadpoles, hang 
like a chain, or necklace of beads, about a Pike's neck, and to 
kill him I whether it were for meat or malice, must be, to me, 
a question. 

But I am fallen into this discourse by accident, of Which I 
might say more, hut it has proved longer than i intended, and 
possibly may not to you he considerable : 1 shail therefore give 
you three or four more short oh-crveriou- (>f the Carp, and then 
'lull upon some directions how you shall fish for him. 



tbey live longer. Gesner says, '• A Carp has been know 
live in the Palatinate above :t hundred years."! But most 
conclude, that, contrary to the Pike, ur Lure, all Carps are the 
better for age and bigness. The tongues of Carps are noted to 
be choice and costly meat, especially to them that buy them: 
but Gesner says, " Carps have no longue like other iish, but it 
piece of flesh-like fhdi in their month, like to a tongue, and 
should be called a palate :"§ hut it is certain it is choicely good, 
and that the Carp is to be reckoned amongst those leather- 
mouthed fish which, I told you, have their teeth in their throat ; 
and lor that reason he is very seldom lost by breaking his hold, 
if your hook he once stuck into his chaps. 

1 told you that Sir Francis Uacon thinks that the Carp lives 
but ten years : but Janus Dubravius has writ a hook Of Fish 
and Fish Ponds, j] in which he says, that " Carps begin to 

» Tt would he wrrcnir to deav sued direct testimony, hut it atir-par* 

i'.|ir..!..ilt., tl,,iT !>■■>.-- ...nI,]. 11 ill.., u-or,. :-..i iM.-liniNl, aiieeceil in Lillinjr 

\-,-!. nil rirtlrli- :,.l|. ..,,.. i. r . i r) ..•■.ii-V rl.ut in the lii^in nt FjnoiiiioL 
Cullcer, CamliriiSi:-.'. .i I :,ry ■•:,- [Ii.t, living that tmd heen ta thP water 
thirty-tix ynrs, which, thiniiili it h.id i,.st ,m< . V e, know, and would 
.'.n-Tjintlv Apuronrh ill freiier. 

. ..-.■'-.. ... 
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spaVvn at ike age of three y^ars. and continue to do so till 
thirty:" he says also, that in tlie time of their breeding, 
which is in summer, when the sun bath warmed both the earth 
and water, and so apted them also for generation, that then 
three or four male Carps will follow a female ; and that then, 
she putting on a seeming coynesa, they force her through weeds 
and flags, where she lets full her eggs, or spawn, which sticks 
fast to the weeds ; mid then they let fall their melt upon it, nnd 
so it becomes in a short time to be a living fish : and, as I told 
you, it is thought that the Carp does this several months in the 
year. And most believe, thai most iish breed after this manner, 
except the Eel. And it has been observed, that when the 
spawner has weakened herself by doing that natural office, that 
two or three melters have helped her from off the weeds, bj 
bearing her up on both sides, and guarding her into the deep. 
And you may note, that though this may seem a curiosity not 
worth observing, yet others have judged it worth their time and 
cost to make glass hives, and order them in such a 
see how bees have bred and made their honeycombs, and how 
they have obeyed their king, and governed their commonwealth." 

But it is thought that all Carps are not hred by g : 

but that sunn- breed othiT way-,, as some Pikes do. 

The physicians make the galls and stones in the beads of 
Carps to be very mcdieinable. But it is not to be doubted bux 
that in Italy they make great profit of the spawn of Carps, by 
selling it to the Jews, who make it into red caviare ; the Jew* 
not being by their law admitted to eat of caviare made o* 
Sturgeon, that being a fish that wants scales, and (a* 
appear in Lcvit. \i. ;■ by lliem reputed to be unclean. 

Much more might be said out of him, and out of Aristotle, 
which Dubravius often quotes in his Discourse of Fislies .- but it 
might rather perplex than satisfy you ; and, therefore, 1 *1 " 
rather choose to direct you how to catch, than spend m 
time in discoursing either of the nature or the breeding of thit 
fish, or of any more circumstances concerning him. Hut *M 
I shall remember you of what 1 told you before, that he is • 
very subtle Iish, iind hard to be caught, 

Viid my first direction is. that if you will Iish for a Carp. 



a very large m 
fish fur a river Carp : 1 liave 1 

diligently four or six hours in a day, fur three or four dari 
together, for a river Carp, and not have a bite. And you are 
to note, that, in some ponds, it is as hard to catch a Carp ai 



rasure of patience, especially to 
r Carp : 1 liave known a very good fisher angle 
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a river; that is to say, where they have store of feed, and the 
water is of a clayish colour. But you ore to remember that I 
have told you there is no rule without an exception ; and, 
therefore, being possessed with that hope and patience which I 
wish to all fishers, especially to the Carp angler, 1 shall tell 
you with what bait to fish for him. But first you are to know, 
that it must be either early or late ; and let ma tell you, that in 
hot weather (far he will seldom birr in cold) you cannot be too 
early or too late at it. And some have been so curious as to 
lay, tie 10th of April is a fatal day for Carps. 

The Caqp bites either at worms or at paste : and of worms 1 
think the bluish marsh or meadow-worm is best ; but possibly 
another worm, not loo big, may do as well, and so may a green 
gentle; and as for pastes, there are almost as many sorts as 
there are medicines for the toolbach ; but doubtless sweet 
pastes are best ; I mean pastes made with hoTicy or with sugar, 
which, that you may the better hiruilv tin- crafty fish, should 
be thrown into the pond or place in which you fish for him. 
Home hours, or longer, before you undertake your trial of skill 
with the angle-rod ; and doubtless, if it be thrown into the 
water a day or two before, at several times, and in small pellets. 
you are the likelier, when you fish for ihe Carp, to obtain your 
desired sport. Or, in a large [rami, to draw them to any certain 
place, that they may the better and with more hope be fished 
for, you are to throw Into it, hi soma eettaln place, either 
grains, or blood mixed with cow-dung, or with bran, or any 
garbage, as chicken's guts, or the like ; and then some of your 
small sweet pellets fffih which yon purpose to angle : and these 
small pellets being a few of them also thrown in as you are 
angling, will be the better. 

And your paste must be thus made: Take the Heah of n rabbit 
or cat cut small,* and bean-flour ; and if that may not be easily 
got, get other flour ; and then mi* these together, and put to 
them either sugar, or honey, which I think better ; and then 
beat these together in a mortar, or sometimes work them in 
your hands, your hands being very clean; and then make'it 
into a ball, or two or three, as ynu like best, for your use : but 
you must work or pound it so lonp in the mortar, as to make it 
so tough as to hang upon your hook without washing from it, 

Eet not too bard : or, that you mny the better keep it on your 
ook, you may knead with your paste a little, and not much. 
*hite or yellowish wool. 
And if you would have this paste keep all the year, for any 
" ' then mix with it virgin wax and clarified honey, and 

» Tlf lortof Huh (looa n(.t so™ t" 1 ( any iiii|n.rTriTuv; thnni-h In- 
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work them together with your hands before the fire ; 

make these into lialls. tiud they will keep all the year. 

And if you ii-.li for n Carp with gentles, then put upon 
hook a small piece of scarlet, the sixth of an. inch aqua 
being soaked in, or anointed with, oil of petre, called by & 
oil of the rork : and if your guiles bi' put, two or three dayt 
before, into a bos. or horn nn'ii.ii il with honey, and bo put upon 
your book as to preserve them to be living, you are as like 
kill this crafty hsh this way as any other ; but still, as jou i 
iishiiij.7, chew ;i little white or brown bread in your mouth, and 
cast it into the pond about the place where your float 
Other baits there be: but these, with diligence and , 
watchfulness, will do it better than any that 1 have net 
practised or heard of. And yet 1 shall tell you, that the crumbs 
of white bread and honey made into a paste is a good bait for 



e easily made. And having 
iie.it discourse shall be of the 
so tedious; and therefore I 



d you know, 

said thus much of the Carp," my 

Bream, which shall not prove 

'■■■ ■.■■■';■■■,■■ 

But, first, 1 will tell yon how to make this Carp, that is so 
curious to be caught, so curious a dish of meat as shall make 
him worth all your labour and patience. And though it is not 
without some trouble and charges, yet it will recompense both. 

Take a Carp (alive if possible;) scour him. and rub hin 
clean with water ami wilt, but scale him not ; then open him, 

and put him, with Ids blood and his lirer, which j gal aWi 

when.'you open him, into a small pot, or kettle ; then Ukc Wveel 
marjoram, thyme, and parsley, of each half a handful; ■■pry: 
of rosemary, and another of savory ; bind them into 



■!■ beginning uf May. 
Baits fur the C»rp are all si 

iritJi -tr.uii; l,i. ■fcl,-. v. 



our, and under'rooti oi IrrM, hulk-' 
ig. auiuagit or near ureal beda of *«*, 

it 'rich soil, nnd never Wn in ■ ™at 



, with the bioom takes nut 

ihr buttiim, nnd with ■ fne j-taM f 

quUI 1 1 -.... T N.-v or attempt U Ulb- 
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three small bundles, and put them to jour Carp, with four or 
live whole onion-, twenty pirkted m-t'T-. Mini three anchovies. 
Then pour upon your Carp us much elaret wine as will only 
cover him ; and season your ekirH iv.'ll with suit, cloves, and 
mace, and the rind; of oranges jinii lemons. That done, eover 
vour pot and set it on » quiek lire, till it lie sufficiently boiled. 
Then take out the Carp, and lay it, with the broth, into the 
dish, and pour upon it a quarter of n. pound of the best fresh 
butter, melted, and beaten with half a dozen spoonfuls of the 
broth, the yolk- of two or three e t -gs, and some of the herbs 
shred : garnish your dish with lemons, and so serve it up. 
Anil much good'do you.* Dr T. 




-<>"'■ 



Piicatnr. The Bream, heing at a full growth, is a large and 
stalely li-h- He will breed both ill rivers and ponds; hut loves 
best to live in ponds, and where, if lie liltea the writer and air, 
he will grow- not only to be very birge, but lis Tat as a hog. He 
is by Gesner laken ro In- more pleasant, or sweet, Iban whole- 
's. Tula fish is long in growing, nut breeds exceedingly in 
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a water that pleases him ; yea, in many ponds so fust, as !o 
■ ■vrj.iiiic them, and starve the oiher fish. 

He is very broad, with a forked tail, and his scales Bet in 
excellent order -, he hath large eyes, and a narrow sucking 
mouth; he hath two sets u! teeth, and a lozenge-like bone — 
a bone to help his grinding.* The melter is observed to have 
two large melts, and the female two large bags of eggs, or 

Gesner reports, that in Poland a curtain and a great number 
nflarge Breams were put into a pond, which in the 
loning winter were frozen up into one entire ice, an 
drop of water remaining, nor one of these fish to be found, 
though they were diligently searched for ; and yet the 
spring, when the ice was thawed, and the weather warm, 
fresh water got into the pond, lie affirms they all 
again. This Gesner affirms ; and I quote my author, 
it seems almost as incredible as the resurrection U 
hut it may win something in point of believing it, 
considers the breeding or rtiniviitiosi of the Silk-worm, and of 
mans insects. And that is i-oii-iilernblt'. ivliii:!i i-it frauds Bacon 
observes in hi* /fif<un, of Life and Dculh. lot. '20. that the™ 
be some herbs that die and spring every year, and some enr" 
longer. 

But though some do not, yet the French esteem this 
highly; and to that end have this proverb, " He that hath 
Brvruna in his pond is able, to bid his friend welcome.'" And it 
is noted, that the best part of a Bream is his lwlly and bead.t 

Some say that Breams and Roaches will mix their eggs an 
melt together ; and so there is in many places a bastard brce.. 
of Breams, that never come to he either large or good, but very 

The baits good to catch this are many. First, paste made of 
brown bread am! honey ; unties, or the brood of wasps that he 
young, and then not unlike gentles, and should he hardened in 
an oven, or dried on a tile before the lire (o make them tough. 
Or, there is, at the root of docks, ot flags, or rushes in water 
planes, a worm not unlike a maggot, at which Tench [Bream' 
will bite freely. <Jr he will bilf at a ;;ra--l nipper with nis leg 
nipped off, in June and July ; or, at several flies, under WW 

• Tliis must *v n mi-tak* ; (r,r nn fi^h urlntl9,or chews, fui food, lUttll 

■ ■ 
• :il'i'!ii|-.'.,l . :!■„] i„< :,l .,-!■(■■., rl,:,l,ii. IV.l, " 1 |.h- ,-,f l.nir of tt^uj. ' 
th* AwnMmf two mi-n i<i»i-Lii ,tI n.r tlirce ,!»)■• in Inking th«. Ib kikw 
tlii'rit, m flour. In ■plrps, iin'l emivcyiOE It from Sutton In W«rw!rV*kii> 
'" y'""/;;: 1 '" Wiu '.»''< , *i " Mrdtiin lu the MortH Country, cost xtjt ti4 
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which may be found on rings that grow near to (he water side. 
1 doubt not but I lint there may be many other twits that ore 
good ; but 1 will turn them nil into this most excellent one, 
either for n Carp or Bream, in any river or mere :* it was given 
to me by a mow liom-t und tvrellcnt angler ; and hoping you 
Hill prove (with, I will imparl, it to you. 

1. Let your bait be a? big a red worm an yon ran find, without 
a knot ; get a pint, or quart, of tliem in an evening in garden 
walks, or chalky eoninmu, after ■ shower of rain;t and put 
them, with clean moss, well washed and picked, and the writer 
squeezed out of the moss as dry as you oin, into nn earthen pot. 
or pipkin, set dry ; and change the moss fresh every three or 
four days, for three weeks or a mouth together : then your bait 
will be at the best, for it will be clear and lively. 

2. Having thus prewired vnir buits, get your tackling ready 
and fitted for this sport. Take three long angling rods ; and a* 
many and more -ilk. or silk arid linir lines ; and us many large 
swan or goose quill floats. Then ttikea piece oflead made after 
the manner of a carpenter's plummet, and fasten them to tie low 
ends of your lines : then fa-re u your link-hook also to the lead, 
nnd let there be about a foot or ten inches batmen the lead and 
the hook : but be sure the lead be heaw enough to sink the 
float, or quill, a little under the water ; and not the. quill to bear 
up the lead, fur the lead must lie on the ground. Note, that 
your link nest the hook may I". 1 smaller limn the rest of your 
brie, if you dare adventure, lor (em- of taking the like .or Perch, 
who will assuredly visit your bunks, til! tiny In; taken out, as 1 
will shew you after nurd, before either Carp or Bream will come 
near to bite. Note also, that when the worm is well baited, it 
will crawl up and down as far as the lead will give leave, which 
much entice th the fish to bale without suspicion. 

3. Having thus prepared your bait?, and fitted vonr tackling. 
repnirto the river, where you have seen them to swim in skulls or 
shoals, in the summer time, in a hot afternoon, about three or 
four of the clock ; and wateh their i/oing forth ■ >f their deep holes. 



yet one or two will lie nn the top of the water rolling and 
tumbling themselves, whil-t the riist are under him at the bot- 
tom ; and so you shall [i.-n-cive hi in to keep sentinel : then mark 
where he plays most and stays longest, which commonly is in 
the broadest antl dccjic-t phu-e of the river; and there, or near 






variis IV the hank is the best. 

whether That water will rw or full by thein!i! morning, byre 
of any watermills near ; and, according to your discretion, tak 
the depth of the place, where you menu after to east you 
grouud-bait, and to tisli to half an inch ; that, the lead lying o: 
or near the ground-bait, the lop of the floBt may only appea 
upright half an inch above the water. 

Thus you having found and tilted for the place and depth 
thereof, then go home and prepare your ground-bait, which is, 
nest to the fruit of your labours, to lie regarded. 



You shall take a peck, or s peck and a half — according to the 
greatness of the stream and deepness of the water, where you 
mean to angle — of sweet gross ground barley malt, and boil it in 
a kettle, (one or two warms is enough ;) then strain it through 
a bag into a tub — the honor whereof hath often done my hone 
much good — and when the bag and malt is near cold, rake it 
down to the water side, about eight ot nine of the clock in the 
evening, and not before, cast in two parts of your ground-bait, 
squeezed hard between both ;our hand- ; i< will sink presently 
to the bottom ; and be ante it may rest in the very place where 
you mean to angle: if the stream run hard, or move a little, 
cost your malt in handfuls a little higher, upwards the stream. 
You may, between your hands, close the malt so fast in hand- 
fuls, that the water will hardly part it with the fall. 

Your ground thui baited, and tackling litted, leave voiir bag. 
with the rest of your tackling and ground-bait, near tlie sport- 
ing place all night . and in tin morning, about three or four of 
the dock, visit the water side, but not too near, for they have 
a running waldiuum. I .<<<■ wuiebful themselves too. 

Then gently take one of your three rods, and bait your he 
casting it over your ground-bait, and gently and secretly draw 
it to you till the lead rests about the middle of the ground-bait- 

Then take a second rod. and cast in about a yard above, and yovr 
third a yard below the first rod : and stay Ihe rods in (he ground : 
but go yourself so far from ibe water side, that you perceive 
nothing but the top of llie floats, which you must watch moil 
ililigently. Then when you have a bite, you shall perceive the 
top of the float to sink suddenly into the water ; yet, neverthe- 
less, be not too hasty to run to your rods, until you see that tbf 
line goes clear away, then creep to the water side, and give u 
much line as possibly you can : if it be a good Carp or r "~ 
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they will go to the farther side of thD river : then strike gently, 
iinil bold your rod at a bent, a little while ; but if you both pull 
together, you are sure to lose your f,-ame, for either your line, or 
hook, or hold, will break ; and after you have overcome them, 
they will make nohle sport, and are very shy to be landed. The 
Carp is far stronger and more mettlesome than the Bream. 

Much more is in tic observed in this kind of fish and fishing, 
but it is Fur fitter for experience and discourse than paper. Only, 
thus much is necessary for you to know, and to be mindful and 
mreful of, that if the Pike or Perch do breed in that river, they 
will be sure to bite first, anil must first be taken. And for the 
most pert they are very large, anil will repair to your ground- 
bait, not that they will eat of it, but will feed and sport them- 
selves amongst the young fry that gather about and hover over 
the bait. 

The way to discern the Pike and take him, if yon mistrust 
your Bream hook — for I have taken a Pike a yard long several 
times at my Bream hooks, and sometimes he hath bad the luek 
to share mv line — mav be thus : 

Takeasmall Bleak, or Roach, or fJudgeou.andbait [with] it: 
and set it, alive, among your rods, two feet deep from the cork, 
with a little red worm on the point of the hook : then take a 
Tew crumbs of white bread, or some of the ground-bait, and 
sprinkle it gently amongst yoor rods. If Mr Pike be there, 
then the little fish will skip out of the water at his appearance, 
but the live set bait is sure to be taken. 

Thus continue your spurt from four in the morning till eight, 
and if it be :• j. r liniiny windy day. they will bite all day long : 
hut this is too long to stand to your rods at one place ; and it 
will spoil your evening sport that liny, which is this: 

About four of the clock in the afternoon, repair to your baited 
place; and as soon as you come to the water side, east in niie 
half of the rest of your ground bait, and stand off; then, whilst 
the fish are gathering together, (fur then- rlicv will most certainly 
eome for their supper,) yoii may take a pipe of tobacco ; and 
then, in with your thrrie r,vi>, ns in the morning. You will 
find excellent sport that evening, til! pighi of the clock : then 
cast in the residue of your ground-bait, anil neit morning, by 
four of the clock, visit them iigaii) for four hours, whirh is the 
best sport of nil ; and after that, let them rest till you and your 
IricTiiI; linn; a riiiint to more sport. 

From St Jann- '>-ii.li. until ISmthnlomew's-tide* is the best ; 
when they have hud all the Bummer's food, they are the fnttest. 

Observe, lastly, that after three or foor days fishing together. 
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jour game will be very shy and wary, and you shall hardly get 
above a bite or two at a Iiiimnj,': then yuur wily way is to 
desist From your sport about two or three days; and, in the 
meantime, (on the place you late baited, and again intend to 
bait,) you shall take a turf <if green, hut short grass, as big 1 or 
bigger than a round trencher ; to tlie top of this turf, on the 
green side, you shall, with a needle and green thread, fasten, 
one by one, as many little red worm* as will near rover all the 
turf : then take a round bo;ud or trencher, make B hole in tile 
middle thereof, and through the turf, placed on the hoard or 
trencher, with a string or cord as long as is fitting, tied to a 
]iole, let it down [o tin.: bottom oi rl 1 1 ■ w;itiT, for the iish to feed 
upon without disturbance about two or three days ; and after 
that yon have drnwri it away, you may fall to, and enjoy your 
former recreation.* — B. A. 



CHAPTER XI. 
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either : jet Camden observes, then.? is .'i river ill Dorsetshire 
tliat abounds wiili Tenches, hut doubtless they retire to the 
most deep and quiet places in it. 

This tish hath very large tins, very small unci smooth scales, 
a red circle about hi- eyes, whi.-h ure trig and of a gold colour, 
and from either angle of bis mouth there bungs down a little 
barb. In every Tench's head there are two little stones which 
foreign physicians make great use of, but he is not commended 
for wholesome meat, though there be very much use made of 
them for outward applications. Rondeletius says, that at Ids 
being at Rome, he saw a great cure done by applying a Tench 
to the feet of a very sick man. This, he says, was done after 
an unusual manner, by certain Jews. And it is observed iliut 
many of those people bave many secrets yet unknown to 
Christians; secret? that linn.' never yet been writ ten, but have 
been, since the days of their isoloinim. win' Is new the nature 
of all things, even from the cedar to the shrub, delivered by 
tradition, from the father to the son, mid so from generation 
to generation, without writing ; or, unless it were casually, 
without the least communicating' them to any other nation or 
tribe ; for to do (hot they account a profanation. And. yet, it 
is thought that they, or sonic spirit worse than they, first told 
us that lice swallowed alive were a certain cure for the yellow 
jaundice. This, and many other medicines, were discovered by 
them, or by revelation ; for, doubtless, we attained them not by 

Well, this fish, besides his eating, is very useful, both dead 
and alive, for the good of mankind. But I will meddle no 
more with that — my honest humble art leaches no such bold- 
ness: there are too many fiwlisli meddlers in physic and 
divinity that think themselves tit to meddle with hidden secrets, 
and so bring destruction to their followers. But I'll not 
meddle with them any farther than to wish them wiser ; and 
shall tell you next, (for I hope I may be so hold, ) that the 

Tench is the phi -iei: f li-.lic-. li.r the I 'ike especially; and 

that the Pike being either sick or hurt, is cured by the touch of 
the Tench. t And it is observed that the tyrant Pike will not 
be a wolf to his physician, but forbears to devour him, though 
he be never so hungry. 

This tish, that Barries a natural balsam in him to cure 
both himself and others, loves yet to feed in very foul water, 
and amongst weeds. And yet, I am sure, he eats pleasantly, 
and, doubtless, you will think so too. if you taste him. And 
I thall therefore proceed to give you some few, and but a few, 

t Tlu* in art t)i' quite afiuicy. —J.ll. 



156 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 

(lirrctiLins Imw to patch ibis fish, of which 1 have given 

He will bite at a paste made of brown brear! and honey, ■ 
a Marsh-worm or a Lob-worm ; he inclines very tinicii to 
paste with which tar is mixed, anil lie will bite also at a snu 
worni, with liis bead nipped off, anil a Cod-worm put on 
hook before that worm. And I doubt not but lliat 
mil also, ill the three hint months, {fur in the nine euider In 
stirs not much,) bite at a Flag-worm, or at a green Gentle; but 
ran positively snj no m'lre of the Tench," In: being a fish f ' ' 
have not often angled lor ; hut I wish my honest scholar 
and be ever fortunate, when he fishes. 



CHAPTER XII. 




Pitcator. The Perch is a very good, and a very bold _ 
fish. He is one of the fishes of prey that, like the Pike 
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Trout, carries his teeth in his mouth, which is very large I aurl 
he dare venture to kill and devour several other kinds of fish. 
He baa a hooked, it \:i:l- liini:. which is armed with sharp and 
stiff bristles, and all bis skill armed or covered over with thick 
dry bard scales, and luith, which few- other fish have, two 
fiia on bis back. He is so bold that he will invade one of his 
own kind, which the Piki 1 will nor dn m willingly;* and you 
may therefore easily believe him to \f a bold biter. 

" The Perch is (if great esteem in Italy," saith AldrovaiidiiB : 
" ind especially the least lire there esteemed a dainty dish." 
And Gesner prefers the Perch and Pike above the Trout, or 
my fresh water fish : he rays the Germans have this proverb, 
" More wholesome than a Perch of Rhine :" and he says the 
river Perch is so wholesome that physicians allow him to he 
taten by wounded men, or by men in fevers, or by women in 
rbildbed. 

He spswiu but once a-year ; and is, by physicians, held very 
nutritive; yet, by many, to be bard of digestion. " They 
ibound more in the river Po, and in England," says Rondele- 
tius, "than other parts; and have in their brain a stone, H"_" 
if, in foreign parts, sold by apothecaries, being there noted to 
be very medicinable against the stone in the reins.f These 
be a part of the commendations which some philosophical brains 
have bestowed upon the fresh water Perch : yet they commend 
the sea Perch, which is known by having but one fin 01 * * 
berk, (of which they say we. English see but a few,) to 
much better fish. 

The Perch grows slowly, yet. will grow, as I have been 
credibly informed, to Ixi almost, two feet long ; for an honest 
informer told me, such a one was not long since taken by Sir 
Ahraham Williams, a gentleman of worth, and a brother of 
the angle, that yet lives, and I wish he may : this was a deep- 
bodied fish, and doubtless durst have devoured a Pike of half 
his own length. For 1 have told you, he is a bold fish ; such 
■ one as, but for extreme hunger, the Pike will not devour. 
For to aflright the Pike, and save himself, the Perch will set 
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lip tail fin-, uracil like as a turkey cock will 
hiatal. 

But, my scholar, the f'urch is nnt only valiant to defend 
himself, but he ia, as I said, a hold biting fisli : jet be "ill nut 
bite at all seasons of the year ; he is very abstemious in winter, 
yet will hite then in [lie ii,iil«t uf the day, ir it be warm : and 
note, that all lish hite best about the midst uf a warm day in 
winter. And he hath been observed, by some, not usually to 
bite till the mulberry tree buds ; that is to say. till extreme 
frosts be past the spring; for, when the mulberry tree blossoms, 
many gardener! observe their forward fruit to be past the 
duiker uf frusta j and mine have mode the like observations of 
Mm Perch's biting. 

But hite the Perch will, and that very boldly. And, as one 
has wittily observed, if there be twenty or forty in a hole, they 
may be, at one standing, all patched one after another ; they 
being, as he says, like the wicked uf the world, not afraid. 
though their fellows and compeniuns perish in their sight. And 
you may observe, that they are not like the solitary Pike, but 
love tf> arcotnpany one another, and march together in troops. 

And the baits (W this buhl iish are not many: I mean, he will 
bite as well at some, or at any of these three, as at any or all 
others whatsoever, — b worm, a minnow, or a little frog, (of 
which you may find many in hay time.) And of worms, the 
dunghill worm called a brandling I take to be best, being well 
scoured in moss and fennel ; or lie will bite at n worm that lies 
under cow dung, with a bluish head. And if you rove for a 
Perch with a minnow, then it is best to be alive, you socking 
your hook through ids back tin ; or a minnow with the hook 
in his upper lip, and letting him ivrim up and down, about mid- 
water, or a little lower, anil yu» !>iill fceuj'iiu! him to about that 
depth -by a cork, which ouglit not tu lie a very little one. And 
the like way you are to lish for the Perch with a small frog, 
your hook being fastened through the skin of his leg, towards 
the upper part of it ; and lastly, I will give you but this advice, 
that you give the Perch time enough when he bites ; for there 
was scarce ever any angler that boa given Mm too much.* And 
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now I think best to rest myself, for I have almost spent my 
spirit* with talking so long. 

Veiuitnr. Nay, good master, one fish more! for you see it 
rains still ; and you know our angles are like money put to 
usury,— they may tlirii-e, tli'nijth m- sit still, and do nothing 
but talk end enjoy one another. Come, come, the other fish, 
good master ! 

Pitcator. But, scholar, have you nothing to mix with this 
discourse, which now grows most tn-itious iim! tiresome '/ Shall 
[have nothing from you, that seem to have both a good memory 
and a cheerful spirit ? 

Venator. Yes, imi-Efv ! 1 will speak you s copy of verses that 
were made by Doctor Donne, and made to shew the world 
that he could make soft and smooth verses, when he thought 
smoothness worth his labour; and 1 love them the better, 
because they allude fo rivers, and fish, and fishing. They be 



With silken linns, and iBver huoks. 

There will the river whispering run, 
Warm'd by thy rvn lliorr rlnm tliii ■mi : 
Anri [litre the eruuiwll'il fi>h will stay. 
Bugging themselves tlii'y may betray. 



By sun or mivin, tlif.il rlarii*ii™t lnitli 
iinl [:' Tiiri'? i.-V'- hive leave to see, 
I need not their light) having thee. 
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Let other* freeie with angling reedn, 
And cut their legs with shells jiid weeds, 
Or ireochcroualy poor fish beset 
With ntrtnglinir sue or windowy net; 



To 'witch poor wandering fishes' eyes : 

For thee, thou need'it nn such ileceit, 
For tlrau thyself art thine own bait; 
Thiit fish tint ii not catch'd thereby 
Is wiser far, alas, than I. 

PiKalor, Well remembered, honest scholar. I thai 
lor those choice re»M, which 1 have heard formerly, b 

'jiiite forgot, till they were recovered liy your happy mi 
Well, bein],- 1 have now n'stcd tuwII" a .little. I will mike you 
muni requital, by telling you tome observations of the Eel, for 
it rains still ; and because, ;a you say, our angles* are us money 
put to use, that thrives when we play, therefore we '11 sit {till, 
and enjoy ourselves a little longer under this honeysuckle 

CHAPTER XIII. 




Piacatar. It in agreed by moat men, thiit the Eel is ■ most 
dainty fish : the Unmans have esteemed lier the Helena of their 
feasts, and some the queen of palate pleasure. But most men 
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it their breeding : some say they breed by generation, 
_ fish do; and etban, that they breed, as some unrms 
*>> of mud; as rats and mice, and many other living creatures, 
■I bred in Emit, by the aim's heat, when it shines upon the 
overflowing of the river Nilus; or out of I lie pur re faction of the 
wti, aad divers other ways." Tliose that deny them to breed 
tauntim, as other fish do, ask. If any man ever saw an 
&1 to have a spawn or melt ? And they are answered, that 
they may be as certain of their breeiii ng as if they had seen them 
ijMvm | for they say, that Ihey are certain that Eels have ail 
parli lit for generation, like other fisb.f hut to small as not to be 
sully discerned, by reason of their fatness ; hut that discerned 
they may be; and that tbe he mid the she Eel may be distin- 
guished by their fins. And Rondeletius sayi. he has seen Eels 
dint; together like dew-worms. 

And others say that Eels, growing old, breed other Eels out 
of the corruption of their own age, which. Sir Francis Bacon 
■ays, exceeds not ten years. And others say, that as pearls 
ire made of glutinous dew-drops, which are condensed by the 
sun's heat in those countries, so Eels are bred of a particular 
dew, falling in the months of May or 1 



e of the ancients have called the Eels that are thuB bred tbe 
offspring of Jove. I have seen, in the beginning of July, in a 
river not far from Canterbury, some parts of it covered over 
with young Eels, about the thickness of a straw, and these Eels 
did lie on the top of that water, as thick as motes are said to be 
in tbe sun ; and 1 have heard the like of other rivers, as namely, 
in Severn, where they arc called Yelvcrs; and in a pond, or 
mere, near unto Staffordshire, where, about a set time in 
summer, such small Eels abound so much, that many of the 
poorer sort of people that inhabit near to it, take such Eels out 
of this mere with sieved or sheets, and make a kind of Eel-cake 
of them, and cat it like as bread. And Gesner quotes venerable 
Beiie. to oily, that iti England there is an island called Ely, by 
reason of the innumerable number of Eels that breed in it. 
But that Eels may be bred as some worms, and some kind of 
bees and wasps are, either of dew, or out of the corruption of 
the earth, seems to be made probable by the barnacles and 
young goslings brr>d by the sun's bent and the rotten planks of 
an old ship, and hatched of trees ; both which ore related for 
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truths by Du Bartas and Lobel, and also by our leara* 
den, and laborious Gerard, in his Herbal.* 

It is said bv Kondelctius, that those Eels that are bred ii 
rivers thai relate to. cir be nearer to the sea, never return to tra 
fresh water, (as the Salmun dues always desire to do,) when 
they have once tasted the bait water ; and 1 du trie more easily 
believe this, beeause I am certain that pondered beef is a most 
excellent bait to catch mi Eel. And though Sir Francis Bacon 
will allow the Eel's life to be but (en years, yet he, in hii 
History of Lift and Death, mentions a Lamprey, belonging ti 
the lioman emperor, to be made tame, and so Kept for almoa 
threescore years ; and that surb useful and pleasant observation* 
were made of thii Lamprey, that Crassns the orator, who kept 
her, lamented her death. And we read in Dr HakewiD, th; " 
rlortanaiui was seen to weep at the death of a Lamprey thai! 
had kept long, and loved exceedingly- f 

It is jrrunted by all, or most men, that Eels, for about a 
months — that is to say, the six cold months of the yea*— at 
not upand down, neither in the rivers, nor in the pools in which 
they usually ore, but get into the suit earth, or mud ; and there 
many of them timelier boil ilii'mselres. and live without feeding 
upon any thing, as I have told you some swallows have been 
observed to do in hollow trees, for those cold six months.^ 
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And this the Eel and Swallow ilu, iia not being able to endure 
winter weather : for ("losner (motes Alhertus to nay, " That in 
the year 1 1"25, fthut jrar'- winter being mure cold than usually,) 
Eelfi did, hy nature's instinct, fit unit uf [he water into a stack 
of bay in a meadow upon dry ground, ' ruitl there bedded them- 
selves ; but yet, at lust, ix Trust killed them." And our 
Camden relates, that, in Lancashire, lishcs were digged out of 
the earth with spades, where no water was near to the place. f 
1 shall say little mure of tile Eel, but tbut, as it is observed be 
is impatient uf cold, so it hath been observed that, in warm 
ive.nlier. an Be! DM boon known tu live live days uut of the 

And lastly, let me tell you, that some curious searchers into 
the natures of bib observe. that there: lie several sorts, or kinds 
of Eels i as the silver Eel, and green, or greenish Eel, with 
which the river of Thames abuuuds, and those are called tirigs; 
and a blackish Eel, whose bead Is more llat and bigger than 
ordinary Eels ; and also an Eel wbeise bus ure reildish, and but 
seldom taken in this nation, and jet taken sometimes. These 
several kinds of Eels arc, say some, diversely bred ; as, namely, 
out of the corruption of the earth, ami some hy dew, and other 
ways, aa 1 have said to you : and yet it is affirmed hy some for 
a certain, that the silver E l: I is Ijivl by feneration, but not by 
■pawning, as other fish do ; but that her brood come aliue from 
her, being then little live K. Is, no 'lii.ye, nur longer than a pint 
and 1 have had too many testimonies of this, to doubt the truth 
of it myself; and if 1 thought it needful, I might prove it, hut 
I think it is needless. 

And this Eel. of whieh I have wiiil so nnicli to you, may be 
caught with divers kinds of baits : as, namely, with powdered 
beef ; with a lob or garden worm ; with a minnow ; or gut of 
a hen, chicken, or the guts of any fish ; or with almost any 
thing, for he is a greedy ltsh.J lint the Eel may be caught, 
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especially, with a little, a very little Lamprey, which some coil 
u Pride, and may, in the hot months, be found many of them in 
the river Thames, and in ninny mud heaps in other rivers ; yea, 
almost as usually as one finds worm! in a dunghill. 

Next note, that the Eel seldom stirs in the day, hut then 
hides himself; and, therefore, he is usually caught by night. 
with one of these baits of which 1 have spoken ; and may be 
then caught b] 'iie.re tofasten tothebank. 

or twigs of a tree ; or by throwing a string across the stream, 
with many hooks at it, and those baited with the aforesaid baits ; 
and a clod, or plummet, or stnne, thrown into the river with 
this line, that so yon may In the morning find it near to some 
fixed place; and then take it up with a drug-hook, or otherwise.' 
But these things are, indeed, too r™:n\im t<i be spoken of; and 
on hour's fishing with any angler will teach you better, both for 
these and many other common things in the practical part of 
angling, than a week's discourse. 1 shall therefore conclude 
this direction for taking the Eel, by telling you, that in a warm 
day in summer 1 have "taken mniiy ft good tel by snigling. and 
have been much pleased with that sport. 

And because you, that are but a young angler, know not 
what snigling is, I will now teach it to you. You remember, 
] told you, that Kels do not usually stir in the day time ; fot 
then they hide themselves under some covert ; or tinder boards, 
or planks, about floodgates, or weirs, or mills ; or in holes on 
the river banks ; so that you, observing your time: in a warm 
day, when the water is lowest, may take a strong small hook, 
tied to a strong line, or to h string about a yard long ; and then 
into one of these holes, or between any boards about a mill, oi 
under any great stone, or plank, or any place where you thinl 
an Eel may hide, or shelter herself, you may, with the help of 
a short stick, put in yonr trait, but leisurely, and as far as you 
may conveniently ; and it is scarce to be doubted, but if there 
be an Eel within the sight of it, the Eel will bite instantly, and 
as certainty gorge it ; and you need not doubt to hare him if 
you pull him not out of tho hole too quickly, but pull him out 
by degrees ; for he, lying folded double in his bole, will, with 
the help of his tail, break all, unless you give him time to be 
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wearied with pulling; and so get him out by degrees, mil 
pulling too bard. 

And to commute for your patient hearing this long direction, 
I shall next tell you how to make this Eel a most excellent dish 
of meat. 

Firet, wash him in water and salt ; then pull off his skin 
below his vent, or navel, and not much farther : having done 
that, take out his guts as clean as you can, but wash him not ; 
then give him three or four scotches with n knife ; and then 
put into his belly and those scotches sweet hubs, an anchovy, 
and a little nutmeg, grated or cut very small j and your herbs 
and anchovies must also be cut very small, and mixed with 
good butter and salt : having dune this, then pull hi; akin over 
him, all but his head, which you Lire tu cut off, to the end you 
nay tic his skin about that |<:irl ivln-re hi ■ lie, id crew, and it 

must be so tied ns to kc-[> all his isture witiiin hid akin : and 

having done this, tie hiui with tape, or packthread, to a spit, 
and roast him leisurely -, and basic him with water and salt till 
his slrin breaks, and then with butter ; and having rousted him 
enough, let what was put into hi? belli, ami what he drips, be 
his sauce.* S. F. 

When I go to dress an Eel thus, 1 wish be were as long and 
big as that which wje ciiiiu'h!: in Peterborough rivet, in the 
year 1667, which was a yard and three quarter* long. If you 
will not believe me, thru go and see at one of the coffeehouses 
in King Street, in Westminster. 

But now let me tell you, that though the Eel, thus dressed, 
be not only excellent good, bin more harmless than any other 
way, yet it is certain that physicians account the Eel dangerous 
meat [ 1 will advise you, therefore, a= Solomon says of honey, 
Prov. xiv. " ILisi thou found it, cut no more than is sufficient, 
lest thou surfeit ; for it is not good Id eat much honey." And 
let roe add this, that the uncharitable Italian bids us "give Eels. 
and no wine to our enemies." 

And ! will beg a little more of your attention, to tell you, 
that Aldrovandus, and divers physicians, commend the Eel very 
much for medicine, though not for meat. But let me tell you 
one observation, lhat the Eel is never out of season, as Trouts, 
and most other lish are ut set times ; at least, most Eels are 
not-t 
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fresh rivers ; aa, namely, the Lampre), the Lamprey, and the 
Lamperne - as also of the mighty Conger, taken often in 
Severn, about Gloucester : and might also icll in what high 
esteem many of them are fur the lairiosit) uf (heir taste, liui 
these are not so proper to he talked of by me, because they 
make US anglers no sport; therefore I "ill let them alone, as 
the -Tews do, to whom liny are forbidden by their law. 

And, scholar, then in alsu n flounder, a sai-iish which will 
wander very far into frail river-;, and there lose himself and 
dwell, and thrive to a lnuid's In. mil}], and almost twice so long; 
a fisb without scales, and most excellent meat, and a fish that 
affords much sport to the Bugler, with any small worm, hut 
especially a little lilui.-li worm, t'ol.ten out of marsh ground or 
meadows, which should be wull scoured.* iiut this, though it 
be most excellent meat, yet it wants srah ■-. and is, as I told 
you. therefore an aluiminntiiiii to the Jews. 

But, scholar, there is a lisli [hul they in Lancashire boast 
very much of, called a Char ; taken then:, (and i think there 
only.f) in a mere called WinaiuUr Mere; "a mere," says 
Camden, " that is the largest in ibis naii-jn. being ten miles in 
length, and, some say, as -monlli in tin 1 Imuum as if it were 
paved with polished marble. " 
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back. But this, though I do not know whether it make tbt 
angler tport, yet 1 would have you take notice of it, because it 
is a rarity, and of so high esteem with persons of great note. 

Nor would 1 have you ignorant of b rare fish called a Guiniad, 
of which I sh.ill tell you wlmt Camden and others speak. The 
river Dee, which runs by Chester, springs in Merionethshire; 
and, aa it mm toward Chester, it runs through Pemble-Mere, 
which is a large water : and it is observed, that though Hit 
river Dee abounds with Salmon, and Pemble-Mere with the 
Guiniad, yet there is never any Salmon caught in the mere, nor 
a Guiniad in the river." And now ray nest observation shall 
he of the Barbel. 



CHAPTER XIV 



OBSERVATIONS 




-Qj™« 
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Fixator. The Barbel is so called, says Gesner, by reason of 
his barb, or wattles, at his mouth, which are under his nose, or 
chaps. He is one of those leather -mouthed fishes that I told 
you of, that does very seldom break his hold if he be once 
hooked : but he is so strong, that he will often break both rod 
and line, if he pn 



wholesomeness nor his taste ; but the male is reputed much 
better than the female, whose spawn is very hurtful, as I will 
presently declare to you. 

They (lock together like sheep, and are at the worst in April, 
about which time they spawn ; but quickly grow to be in 

» This, though g5n«aUytrdi-,dOMnQt hold olwajt. — J. B. 
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season. He is able to live in the strongest swift?, of the water ; 
and in summer, they love the shidlowest and sliarpcst streams ; 
and love to lurk under weeds, and to feed on gravel, against a 

ruing ground, urn 1 will root and din in I In - I- with his nose like 

a hog, and there nests himscll ; vet suinelimes lie retire* to deep 
and swift bridges, or floodgates, or weirs, where he will neat him- 
self amongst piles, or hollow phots | and take sueh hold of moss 
or needs, that be the water never so swift, it is not able to 
force him from the place that he contends for. This is his 
constant custom in summer, when ha and must living creatures 
sport themselves in the sun : but at the approach of winter, 
then he forsakes the -will -i renins ,u,d shallow waters, and by 
degrees retires to those parts of the river that are quiet and 
deeper, in which places, and I think about that tunc, be 
spawns ; and, bs I have formerly told you, with the help or the 
melter, hides hit spawn, or iw, in hole-, which they both dig 
in the gravel; and then they mutually labour to cover it with 
the same sand, to prevent i: from Wing devoured by other fish. 

There be such store of this fish in the river Danube, that 
Rondeletius says, they may, in some places of it, and in some 
months of the year, be taken by those who dwell near to the 
river, with their hands, eight or ten load at a time. He says 
they begin to be good in May, and that they cease to be so in 
August : but it is found to be otherwise in this nation. But 
thus far we agree with him, tbut the. spawn of a Barbel, if it be 
not poison, as he says, yet that it is dangerous meat, and espe- 
cially in the month of May ; which is so certain, that Gesner 
and Gasius declare it had an ill effect upon them, even to the 
endangering of their lives.* 

TLi.- ii-h is of a fine cast and handsome shape, with small 
scales, which are placed after a most met and curious manner ; 
and, as I told you, may be rather said not to be ill, than to be 
good meat. The Chub and he have, I think, both lost part 
of their credit by ill cookery, they being reputed the worst, or 
coarsest, of fresh water fish. But the Barbel allords au angler 
choice sport, being a lusty and a cunning fish — so lusty and 
cunning as to endanger the breaking of the angler's line, by 
running his head forcibly tuwiirds any covert, ( ' ' 

v.t it is ■iit.-n taken by co 
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and then striking at tin? line, to break it off, witli fits tail, sa_ 
observed by Plutarch in hi- bonk. Tie. iadumrut AnimaHum 
and also so cunning, to rubble and suet (iff your worm n 
the book, and yet avoid the letting the hook come i 
mouth. 

The Barbel U also curious for his baits: thai is to Bay, that 
they bo clean snd sweet ; that is to say, to have your worms 
well scoured, and nut kepi in sour and musty moss, for he is a 
curious feeder : hut at a well scoured lob-worm he will bite as 

boldly as at any bait. I [■-pccinlh if, the night or two before 

you fish for him, you shall bait the places where you intend to 
fish for him, with 1% n'lrras cut into pieces." And note, that 
none did ever over- bait the pkicc. imr ti-li too early or too late 
for a Barbel. And the BwbeJ will bite also at gentles, which, 
not being too much scoured, but preen, are a choice bait for 
him : and so is cheese, which is not to he too hard, hut kept ■ 
day or two in a wet linen doth, to make it tough : with this 
you may also trait the water a day or two before you fish for 
the Barbel, and be much the likelier to catch store ; and if thr 
cheese were laid in clarified honey a short time before, a* 
namely, an hour or two, you were still the likelier to cateh 
fish. Some have directed to cut the cheese into thin pieces, 
ond toast it, and then tic it on the hook with fine silk. And 
some advise to fish for the Barbel with sheep's tallow and 
soft cheese, beaten or worked into a paste ; and that it is choice!) 
good in August; and 1 believe it. But. doubtless, the loll 
worm well scouted, and the gentle not too much scoured, and 
dieese ordered as 1 have dircctnl, ;.■!■>■ biiits enough, and 1 think 
will serve in any month ; though I shall commend any angler 
that tries conelu-iuu-, mid i.-i industrious to improve the art. 
And now, my honest scholar, the lone shower, and mv tedious 
discourse are both ended together -. and I shall give you but 
this observation, that when vim ti.-b for a barbel, your rod and 
line be both long and of k -oi>d strength ; for, as I told v.m. vom 
will find him a heavy and a dogaed fish ri> lie dealt withal j yet 
he seldom or never breaks his hold, if he be once strucken. 
And if you would know more of fishing for the Umber, or 
Barbel, t get into favour with Or Sheldon, whose skill is above 
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others ; mill of that, the |juor that dwell about liim have a com- 
fortiible experience. 

And now let '» go and see what interest the Tronta will pny 
us for letting our angle-rod* lie «> l*mp nnd to quietly in the 
water for their use. Come. *rhr>lnr. whieh will you take up? 

Venator. Wlii.'h vim think lit, master. 

Piieatnr. Why, you shall tike up that ; fur 1 am fertain, by 
viewing the line, it has a Hfili at it. Look you, scholar 1 well 
done ! Come, now, take up the other too : well, now you may 
tell my brother Peter, at night, that you have caught a leash of 
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Uieir way. At length nor aiirrler determined tu (In that wilii'ti a less 

land hi- :i.li,'.[..k.. his Inckle. ana lost him. 

fish, and'hite hot slowly, "I In. 1 i.ni.l.-i dr. .|.- in hi- I .ail ; Mil. ballet, at the 

bottom of lite line, fixe* it t e -|h i' iIlh' ruer. Tired with icnlliiu! 

for a bite, he Jpucjidlv Sal- di-eva hi:. id. an.l. e*er-ci-iiii: The [lalleiiee r.t 

atrunLe between I : il.. ii-.li. e In.-:. In- ee.ll- .n.. -iiurr : and thai I., In* 

over, he 1ru.il- l,i- ell;.-, In -I, I. ..ir., n:- In.i.k, i»,,.l l.,v, in fi.r a,„.|h..t. 
Living, Mine yean ago, In*, village on the hanks ..f the Thames, I inii 

lY-ii.ni. u|.,.|i. i had been fi.r a feu- days, I /te,| tk- |.:.,<,.,l 
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p.E.-^1 de:ii;lii > in e-.in. alier lli.-n.. 1 II tell yim what, >ir," e.iiiiinnei] 
he; •• lam a man in year., and have a-i-.l the -e,i all itiy In'.'," I,,. h r .,| 
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Trouis this day. And now let's move towards our lodging, and 
drink n draught of red cow's milk ns we go ; and give pretty 
Maudlin and her honest mother a brace of Trouts for their 

Venator. Master, I like your motion very well : and 1 think 
it is now about milking-time ; and yonder they be at it. 

Piscator. God s[«ed you, good woman I 1 thank you both 
for our songs last night : 1 and my companion have had such 
fortune a-fisbing this day, that we resolve to give you 
Maudlin a brace or Trout- for -upper ; and we "ill now ta< 
draught uf yiiur red row's inilk. 

Miili-ifumim, Marry, and that you shall, with all my heart ; 
and 1 will be still your debtor when you come this way. If you 
will but speak the word, 1 si ill make yon a mod syllnbuh of m 
verjuire ; am! then you may -it down in a haycock and eat i! 
and Maudlin shall pit by and sing you the good old song of tl 
Hunting in C/ieri/ t'ltu.-i, uf some other good ballad, for she 
hath good store of them. Maudlin, my honest Maudlin, hath a 
notable memory, and she thinks nothing too good for you, 
because you be nidi honest men. 

Venator. We thank you; and intend, once in a month 
tail upon you again, and give you a little warning; and 
good night — good night. Maudlin, And now, good master, 
let 's lose no time : but tell me somewhat more of fishing ; and 
if you please, lir-t. something of fishing for a Gudgeon. 

Piscator. I will, honest scholar. 



CHAPTER XV. 




Gt&io.—Lixxj&cs 



Pisrotor. Tur Gudgeon is reputed a fish of excellent WWp, 
ind to be verj wholesome. He is of a line shape, of a silver 
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colour, and beautified with black -pots both on his body and 
tail. He breeds two or tdrue times ill the year ; and always in 
summer. He is commended for a fish or excellent nourishment. 
The Germans call him Groundling. In reason of lus feeding on 
the ground ; and hi there fea-ts him-ell', in -harp streams, and 
on the grand. He and the barbel Ijolh feed so; and do nut 
hunt for rlie= at any time, as most other fishes do. Ho is an 
excellent fish to enter a young angler, being easy to be taken 
with a small red worm, on or very neur to the ground. He is uiie 
of those Icather-iiiiintlu'd lish tlmt his his teeth in his throat, and 
will hardly be lost from oft" the hook if he be onoe strucken. 

They be usually scattered up and down every river in the 
fhalluivs, in the heat of summer : hut in autumn, when the 
weeds begin to grow sour or rt>t, and the weather colder, then 
Ihey gHther together, and get into the deeper ptirts of the water j 
and are to be fished for then', with your hook always touching 
the ground, if you fish for him with a float, or with a cork. 
But many will lish for the Gudgeon by hand, with a nnming 
line upon the gruund, without a cork, as a Trout is fished for; 
and it is an excellent way, if you have a gentle rod, and as 
gentle a hand.* 




Hitfe-Pebch — Pitch Cornua. ~ Zikxjsbs. 

There is also another li-li called a Pope, and by some a 
Ruffe; a fish tlrat is not known to be in some rivers: he is 
much like the Perch for Iris -hap.', and taken to he better than 
the Perch ; lint will not grow to be bigger than a Gudgeon. 
He is Hn excellent lUh ; no fish that swims is of a pleasanter 
tBBte. And he is also excellent li> outer a young angler, for he 
is a greedy_ biter ; and the; will u-ually lie, abundance of them 
together, in one reserved place, while the water is deep, and 

B*hlop for Gadgemi., b,vr a rati- ; nnd *»rry quarter of in hour 
E bottom ot the rlier, „]<J Hie li-li will duck Ihillii-r tn ahoala. 
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have a gentle touch at singing and drinking ; bat the last with 
moderation. 

Coridon. Come, now for your song ; for we have fed heartily. 
Come, hostess, lay a few more sticks on the fire. And now, 
sing when you will. 

Piacator. Well then, here's to you, Coridon; and now for 
my song : 

Oh, the gallant fisher's life, 

It is the beat of any ; 
Tis full of pleasure, void of strife, 
And 'tis beloved by many: 
Other joys 
Are but toys ; 
Only this 
Lawful is; 
For our skill 
Breeds no ill, 
But content and pleasure; 

In a morning up we rise, 
Ere Aurora 's peeping, 
Drink a cup to wash our eves, 
Leave the sluggard sleeping : 
Then we go 
To and fro 
With our knacks 
At our backs, 
To such streams 
As the Thames, 
If we have the leisure. 

When we please to walk abroad 

For our recreation, 
In the fields is our abode* 
Full of delectation : 

Where, in a brook, 
With a hook, 
Or a lake, 
Fish we take : 
There we sit, 
For a bit, 
Till we fish entangle. 

We have gentles in a horn, 

We have paste and worms too ; 
We can watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and storms too : 
None do here 
. Use to swear : 
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Oaths do fray 
Fish away : 
We ait still, 
And watch our quill j 
Fishers must not wrangle. 

If the sun's excessive heat 
Make our bodies swelter, 
To an osier hedge we get 
For a friendly shelter ; 
Where in a dike, 
Perch or Pike, 
Roach or Dace, 
We do chase ; 
Bleak or Gudgeon, 
Without grudging ; 
We are still contented. 

Or we sometimes pass an hour 

Under a green willow, 
That defends us from a shower, 
Makmgearth our pillow : 
Where we may 
Think and pray 
Before death 
Stops our breath : 
Other joys x 
Are but toys, 
And to be lamented.* 

Jo. Chalkhill. 

* This, in its kind, is a good song. The following, taken from Cotton's 
Poems, 8vo. 1689, is to the same purpose, and well deserves a place here : 

Away to the brook, 

AU yoar tackle out-look. 
Here's a day that is worth a year's wishing. 

See that all things be right, 

For twould be a spite 
To want tools when a man goes a-fishing. 

Tour rod with tops two. 

For the same will not do, 
If your manner of angling you vary ; 

And full well may you think, 

If you troll with a pink, 
One too weak will be apt to miscarry. 

Then basket, neat made 

By a master in's trade, 
In a belt at your shoulders must dangle ; 

For none e'er was so vain 

To wear this to disdain 
Who a true brother was of the angle. 

Next pouch must not fail, 

Stuff 'd as full as a mail. 
With wax, crewels, silks, hair, furs, and feathers. 

To make several flies. 

For the several skies, 
That shall kill in despite of all weathers. 
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Venator. Well sung, master ! this day's fortune and pleasure, 
and this night's company and song, do all make me more 
more and more in love with angling. Gentlemen, my master 



The boxes and books 

For your line* and your hooka ; 
And, though not for strict need notwithstanding, 

Your icisaars and hone 

To adjust your points on. 
With a net to be sore of your landing. 

AU these being on, 

"Fis high time we were gone, 
Down and upward, that all may have pleasure, 

Till, here meeting at night, 

We shall have the delight 
To discourse of our fortunes at leisure. 

The day *s not too bright, 

And the wind hits us right, 
And all nature does seem to invite us ; 

We have all things at will 

For to second our skill, 
As they all did conspire to delight us. 

On stream now, or still, 

A large pannier we 11 fill, 
Trout and Grayling to rise are so willing i 

I dare venture to say, 

'Twin be a bloody day, 
And we all shall be weary of killing. 

Away, then, 'away, 

We lose sport by delay ; 
But first, leave our sorrows behind us : 

If Miss Fortune should come, 

We are all gone from home. 
And a-flshing she never can find us. 

The angler is free 

From the cares that degree 
Finds itself with, so often, tormented ; 

And although we should slay 

Each a hundred a-day, 
'Tia a slaughter needs ne'er be repented., 

And though we display 

All our arts to betray 
What were made for man's pleasure and diet, 

Tet both princes and states 

May for all our quaint baits, 
Rule themselves and their people in quiet. 

We scratch not our pates, 

Nor repine at the rates 
Our superiors impose on our living ; 

But do frankly submit, 

Knowing they have more wit 
In demanding than we have in giving. 

While quiet we sit, 

Wc conclude all things fit, 
Acquiescing with hearty submission : 

For, though simple, we know. 

That soft murmurs will grow 
At the last, unto downright sedition. 

We care not who says, 

And intends it dispraise, 
That an angler to a fool is next neighbour : 

Let him prate— what care we ? 

We *re as honest as he ; 
And so let him take that for his labour 
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left me alone for an hour [bin liny ; and I verily believe he 
retired himself from talking with me that he might be ao perfect 
in this song : was it not. master? 

Pitealnr. Yea, indeed, for it is many years since 1 learned 
it ; and having forgotten a jiart of it, I was forced to patch it up 
by the help of mine own iiivenrion, wlio am not excellent at 
poetry, as my part of the song may testify : but of that I will 
say no more, lest yon should think I man, by discommending 
it, to beg your commendations of it. And therefore, without 
replications, let's hear your catch, .scholar; which I hope will 
be a good one, for you are both musical, anil have a good fancy 
to boot. 

Venatnr. Marry, and that you shall ; and as freely as I would 
have my honest master tell me some more secrets of tish and 
fishing, as we wnlk and fish towards London to-morrow. But, 
master, first let me tell you, that very hour which you were 
absent from me, 1 sat down under a willow tree by the water- 
side, and considered what you had told me of the owner of that 
pleasant meadow in which you then left me : that he had a 
plentiful estate, and not a heart to think so ; that he had at tfthi 
time many lawsuit- dcfH.-riiliii^ ; and that they both damped his 
mirth, and took up so much of his time and thoughts, that he 
himself had not leisure to take the sweet content that 1, who 
pretended no title to them, took in his fields i for I could 
there sit quietly ; and, looking on the water, see some fishes 
sport themselves in the silver streams, others leaping at lilts ei 
several shapes and colours ; looking on the hill*, I could behold 
them spotted with woods and groves; looking down the 
meadows, could see, here a boy gathering lilies and ludysmocks, 
anil there a girl cropping culverkeys and cowslips, all to make 
garlands suitable to this present month of Mnv : these, and many 
other field Bowert, so perfumed the air, that 1 thought that 
very meadow like that field in Sicily, of which Diodorus speaks. 
where the perfumes arising from tin' ['luce make all dogs that 
bunt ill it to fall otf, and to lose their hottest scent. I say. as 
I thus sat, joying in my own happy condition, and pitying this 
poor rich man that owned this and many other pleasant groves 
and meadows about me, 1 did thankfully remember what my 



Saviour paid, that the meek possesB the earth ; or rather, the; 
Enjoy what the others possess and enjoy not ■ for anglers anil 
meet, quiet-spirited men are free from those high, those restless 
i noughts, whitb nwrndf tin- suvet!, of life; and they, and IBey 
only, can say, as the poet has happily expressed it : 

Hail ! btcss'ii estate of lowlineis ! 

Happy tnjoyuituts of such minds 
As. neb in self contentedoess, 

Can, like the roods, in roughest winds. 
By yielding make that blow hut small, 
At which proud oaks and cedars foil. 



my mind at that 



There a 
i t;l;-.' ni' u mean estate and an humble mind : they w 
by Phineas Fletcher, " an exivlli'iit divine, mid an excellent 
angler; and the author of excellent Pitcatury Ecloguct, in which 
you shall see the picture of this good man's mind ; and 1 wish 
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No empty hopes, no courtly fears him fright, 
No begging wants his middle fortune bite, . 
But sweet content exiles both misery and spite. 

His certain life, that never can deceive him, 

Is full of thousand sweets and rich content ; 
The smooth leaved beeches in the field receive him, 
With coolest shade, till noontide's heat be spent ; 
His life is neither toas'd in boisterous seas 
Or the vexatious world, or lost in slothful ease : 
Pleased and full bless'd he lives, when he his God can please. 

His bed, more safe than soft, yields quiet sleeps, 
While by his side his faithful spouse hath place ; 

His little son into his bosom creeps, 
The lively picture of his father s face ; 

His humble house or poor state ne'er torment him — 

Less he could like, if less his God had lent him, 
And when he dies, green turfs do for a tomb content him. 

Gentlemen, these were a part of the thoughts that then 
possessed me. And I here made a conversion of a piece of an 
old catch,* and added more to it, fitting them to be sung by us 
anglers. Come, master, you can sing well : you must sing a 
part of it, as it is in this paper. 

Peter. I marry, sir, this is music indeed : this has cheered 
my heart, and made me to remember six verses in praise of 
music, which I will speak to you instantly : 

Music ! miraculous rhetoric, that speak'st sense 

Without a tongue, excelling eloquence ; 

With what ease might thy errors be excused, 

Wert thou as truly loved as thou 'rt abused ! 

But though dull souls neglect, and some reprove thee, 

I cannot hate thee, 'cause the angels love thee. 

* The song here sung can in no sense of the word be termed a catch. It 
was probably set to music at the request of Walton, and is to be found in 
a book, entitled Select Ayres and Dialogues for one, two, and three Voycet ; 
to the Theorbo-kite, and Basse VioL By John Wilson and Charles Coleman, 
doctors of music, Henry .Lawes, and others, foL London, 1659. It occurs 
in the first edition of Walton's book, published in 1653. 

At the time when Walton wrote, and long before, music was so gene- 
rally well understood, that a man who had any voice or ear, was always 
•apposed to be able to sing his part in a madrigal or song, at sight 
Feacham requires of his gentleman, only to be able " to sing his part sure, 
and at the first sight ; and withal, to play the same on the viol or lute." — 
Compleat Gentleman, 100. And Philomathes, in Morley's excellent Intro, 
duction to Practical Music, in folio, London 1507, thus complains, fat the 
banquet of master Sophobulus,) " Supper being ended, and music books, 
according to custom, being brought to table, the mistress of the house 
presented me with a part, earnestly requesting me to sing. But when, 
after many excuses, I protested unfeignedly that I could not, every one 
began to wonder ; yea, some whispered to others, demanding how I was 
brought np. So that, upon shame of mine ignorance, I go nowe to seek 
out mine olde friend master Gnorimus, to make myself bis scholar." 



THE COMPJ 
Venator. And the repetition of these last Vi 
ailed 



railed to my memory "hut Mr Edward Waller, a 1( 
uiigle,* rays of love and muffle : 



is, I feel my It 

Qt |'i ■UrlS U I D0I 

Calls my fleeting soul 
Oh ! sup^h- ■ 
Which destroy! without 






For all we know 
Of wliat the blessed do above, 
Is, that they nog, ami that they love. 

Piscatar. Well remembered, brother Peter : these verse* 
earns seasonably, and we thank you heartily. Come, we will 
all join together, my host and all, anil sing my seholar's rati* 
over again ; and then each mu:i drink [hi: I'liurr cup, and to bed; 

and thank God we have a dry boose over our heads Well, 

now good night to every body, 

Peter. And so soy I. 

Vtnolor. And 60 say I. 

Condon. Good night to you all ; and I tharik you. 



... 

i-'inl i.t ai.iiit', utbu hit*, frequently fi^hn.'d 
i.i,'.-|.|,:y.::, \\ . (., li„: s,. a i of hlsgrae* 
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to pay ! let '5 each man drink a pot for his morning's draught, 
and lay down his two slnllincs. tlmt so my hostess may not have 
occasion to repent hcr-.'ir of brine -" diliveiit, mid using us so 

Peter. The motion is liked by every bote and so, hostess, 
here's your money ; we anglers an- all beholden to you i it will 
not be long ere I '11 see you again. And now, brother Piscator, 
I wish you, and my brother, your scholar, a fair day and good 
fortune. Conn.', Condon, ibis is nur way. 



CHAPTER XVn. 




Cyprimn Butihu Lissxvs. 



Venator. Good master, as we go now towards London, be 
still so courteous as to give 111c more instructions : for I have 
several boxes in my memory, in which I will keep them all very 
safe, there shall not one of them be loBt. 

P'mcatar. Well, -cliulnr. tkit 1 will : nut! I will hide nothing 
from you that I can remember, and can think may help you 
forward towards a perfection in this art. And because we have 
-u much time, am! 1 have paid so liitlc of Roach und Dace, 1 

will give you soiui' direction* cor rning them. 

; >• ■ say the llonrli is so called from ruti/us. which they say 

signifies red fins. He is a fish of no great reputation for his 
dainty taste ; anil iii- spawn i- accniinted much better than any 
otber part of him. " And you may take notice, that as the Carp is 
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accounted (he u 
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i the Roach a 
foolishness, 
rength and 
Barbel and 



T-fox, for his c 
r-sbeep, for his simplicity. 
It is noted, that the Rum-h and Dace recover 
tirow in season in a fortnight after spawning; the Barbe 
Chub in a month ; the Trout in Tour months ; and the Salmon 
in the like time, if he gets into the sea, and after into fresh 

Roaches be accounted much better in the river than in a pond, 
though ponds usually breed the biggest. 
jf bustard small Roach, that breeds in p 
forked tail, and of ,1 very small Bile, which some jay is bred by 
the Bream and riidit Roach ; and some ponds are stored with 
these beyond belief; and knowing men, that know tiieu- 
difference, call tbein Ruds :* they differ from the true Roach 
us mud] as ,1 Herring from a Pilchard. And these bastard breed 
of Boaeh are nun -ratt, iy<I in many rivers ; but 1 think not in 
the Thames, which, I lreheve, affords the largest and fattest in 
this nation, especially below London bridge, t The Roaeb is 

* The Rurl (Barl'UM orfaf) ia quite a different ipeciei froai .itraT IIl<: 
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a leather- mouthed fish, and lm- ;t kind of saw-like teeth in his 
throat- And lastly, let me tell you. the Roiu-h makes an angler 
excellent sport, (.specially (hi- treat Roaches about London, 
where 1 think there lie tin- k-t Roach Mglen, And 1 think 
the beat Trout anglers !n- in Ui-rbydiirc , for the waters; there 
are clear to an extremity. 

Nejtt, let roe tell you, you shall fish for this Roach in winter, 
with paste or gentles; in April, with worms or cadia i in the 
very hot months, with little white snails ; ot with niea under 
water, for he seldom takes them at the top, though the Dace 
rt-ill. In many of the hot munths, Roaches may also lie cnueht 
thus ; take a May-fly, or ant-fly, sink him with a little lead to 
the bottom, neur the piles or posts of a bridge, or 1 



will follow your bait to the very top of the w 

it there, and run at it, and take it, lest the fly should fly away 

from him. 

I hnve seen this done at Windsor and Henley bridge, and 
great store of Roach taken ; and sometimes a Liaee or Chub. 
And in August, you may fish for thum with a paste made only 
of the crumbs of bread, which abould be of pure tine mam-net : 
and that paste tnu.it he so tempered betwixt your hands, tin it 
be both soft and tough too : a very little water, and time, and 
lahour, and clean hands, will make it a most excellent paste. 
But when you lish with it, you must have a small book, a quick 
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you uiny. as I said. Elite both the Roach mid tht; Dace, or Dare ; 




Dies — Cj/jirinvi LcucitCKi. — Lib 

fortbeyhe much of a kind, in 1 1 1 = i r r i ■ r f ■ h~ Tl ■ i ■ 1 1 i n tr. cunning, goodness, 
and usually in size. And therefore take this general direction, 
tor some other baits which may concern you to cake notice of: 
they will bite alnu.-t at any ily, lint especially at ant-flies; con- 
cerning which, take this din'ction, fur it is very good ; 

Take the blackish ant-fly out ol' tut mule-hill or ant-hill 
which place you shall find" them in the month of June; 
that be too early in the year, then, doubtless, ymi may rind t 
in .luly, August, ami most nf September.* Gather them Sw*, 
with luitli tln.'ir wiiiits ; and then put them into a glass that will 
bold u quart or a pottle; but first put into tin 1 class a handful, 
or more, of the moist earth out of which von gather them, andai 
much of the root- of' the grass of the said hillock : and then pi 
in the flies genth , that they lose nor their wings; lay a clod 
earth over ir ; and then s n many as are put into the glass with- 
out bruising will live there a month or more, mid be always in 
a readiness for you to fish with ; but it' you would have Ihemkee: 
longer, then get any great earthen pot, or barrel of three or foil 
gallons, (which is better,) then wash your barrel with water 
honey; and having put into it a quantity of earth and g 
roots, thou put in your flies, and cover it, and thei will li 
a quarter of a vear.f These, in any stream and clear water, 
are a deadly bait for Roach or Dace, or for a Chub; and your 
rule is to lish not less than si I Iful from the bottom. 
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I shall nest tell you a winter bait for d lioaoh, a Dace, or 
Chub ; and it is choicely good. About Alllialluiitide, (and bo 
till frost comes. ) when j uii arc hhi ploughing up heath ground, 
or sandy ((round, ur ermi-M-itriU-. tlieii fullmv [he plough, and 
you shall find a white worm us big a= two maggots, wid it hath 
a red head ; you may observe in what ground most are, for there 
the crows will be very watchful and follow the plough very 
close ! it is oil soft, and full of wliitisli guts ;" a worm that in, in 
Norfolk and some other counties, called a grub ;| and is bred of 
the spawn, or eggs, of a beetle, which she leaves in holesthat she 
digs in the ground under cow or horse-dung, and there rests all 
winter, and in March or April comes- to be first a red, and then 
a black beetle.]: Gather it thousand] or two of these, and put. 
them, with a peek or two of their own earth, into some tub or 
firkin, and cover and keep them bo warm that the frost, or cold 
air, or winds, kill them not : these you may keep all winter, 
and kill fish with them :it arty time- ; itiid if you put some of them 
into a bttic earth and honey, a dav before you use them, you 
will find thctn an excellent bait for Bream, Carp, or, indeed, for 
almost any fish. 

And after this manner you may also keep gentles all winter, 
which are a good bait then, and much the better for being lively 
and tough. Or you may breed and keep gentles thus: take a 
piece of beast's liver, and with a cross stick, hang it in some 
corner, over a pot or barrel half full of dry day: and as the 
gentles grow big. they will fall into the barrel and scour them- 
selves, and be always ready for use whensoever you incline to 
fist; and these gentles may be thus created till after Michaelmas. 
But if you desire to keep gentles to fish with all the year, then 
get a dead rat, or a kite, and let it be fly-blown ; and" when the 
gentles begin to be alive and to stir, then bury it and them in 
soft moist earth, hnt ns free from frost as you can ; and these 
you may dig up at any time when you intend to use them : these 
will last till March, and about that time turn to be flies. 

But if you be nice to foul your lingers, which goad anglers 
seldom are, then take this bait : get a. handful of well made molt, 
and put it into a dish of water; nnd then wash and rub it 
betwixt your hands till you make it clean, and as free from 
busks as you can j then put that water from it, and put a small 

rintityof fresh Muter to it, and set it in something that is fit for 
t purpose, over the fire, where it is not to boil apace, but 
leisurely and very mlily. until it rua-nine -uinewhat soft, which 
you may try by feeling it betwiit your finger and thumb ; and 
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.ill'']] ii is soft, tlii'ii put jwir wntw from it; and then take t 
sharp knife, and turning {lie s| -i<» it end uf the corn upward with 
the point of your knife, take tm buck part of the husk off from it, 
mid yet leaving a kind of inward husk on the corn, or else jt i' 
marred ; anil then cut off that sprouted end, I mean a little of 
it. that the white may appear ; and so pull off the husk on thr 
cloven aide, as 1 directed you ; and then rutting off a very little 
of the other end, that so your hook may enter ; nnd if your hook 
he small and good, you will rind this 10 be a very choice bait, 
either for winter or summer — you sometimes casting a little of 
it into the place where your Boat swims. 

And to take the Roach and Dace, a pood bait if. tile y 
brood of wasps or bees, if yon dip their heads in blood ; i 
dally pood for Bream, if they be baked, or hardened in tl 



husks in an oven, after the bread is taken out 
on a fire-shovel ; and so iilso is the thick blood of sheep, beir ; 
half dried on a trencher, [.hat so you may nil it into such pieces 
as may best fit I he sine of join I unit : mid .1 little salt keeps 
from growing bhick, mid makes it nor the worse, but better ; 
this is taken to be a choice bait, if rightly ordered. 

There be several oils of a strong smell that ! have been tol 
of, and to be excellent to tempt fish to bite, of which I coul 
sav much; but 1 remember I once carried a small bottle froi 
Sir George Hastings to Sir Henry Wot ton, (they were hot 
chemical men.) as a great present : it was sent, and received, an 
used with great confidence : mid yet, upon inquiry, I found 
did not answer the expectation of Sir Henry ; which, with tl 
help of this and uther circuiu stances, makes me have little beli 
in such things as many men talk of. Not but that 1 toil 
fishes both smell and bear, (as 1 have expressed in my form. 
discourse.) but there is a mysterious knack, which, Ihotii 
it be much rosier than the philosopher's stone, yet is n- 

attainable by eo >uri capacities, or else hes locked up in II r 

brain or breast of some imemical man, that, like (be RosicTO 
dans, will not yet reveal it. But let me, nevertheleaa, U 
you, that camphor, put with moss into your worm-bog wi 
with your worms, makes them (if manv" anglers be not ve 
much mistaken) a tempting bait, mid the angler more fortunat 
But I stepped by chatice into this discourse of oils and fishi 
smelling ; and though there might tie more said, liotb of it at 
of baits for Koaeh anil Dace, mid other Hoat-fish, yet I w 
forbear it at this time,* and tell you, in the next place, he 
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1 delight in gravelly or Bandy bnttonm , ttwtr liaanls, ™«imllr 
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largest in takes after Michaelmas, and their prii 

fnr [he iprinii in May, not ■> egga, and past* rnpJe of the -rumo i.r i. [»■» 
r„ll, l...i!i 11 nil,-, .ml Km:... I v. i- 1, r.-.i. wln.'li is done liy nutting termlllon 
into the water, wherewith you moisten it: thia paste will do for the 
winter also. 
The largest Hnach in thin kinjtrioin arc tskei 






■ . . ■ ., : .. ,■■... ■!....;• : I..., i 

.1 mider tlVfoam caused by ai 
ij,lv ; iii lu.l weather tli.'i ;ir.| 1 . . I..- round on th' ->■-<■■ 
beat taken with an artufcjul Oy, grasshoppers, 

Dace ipawn about the latter end of Much: 

■ :■ . ■■■■■:. 
!,-.r in February. ■ 

Baits fur Da.-e, other than those inrnticinetl by Walton, arc th.- nail. 
worm, red-worm, brandling, pill rail -, and indeed any worm, bred on 
tree* or boshes, that il Dot too big for his month; lUtuost all kinds of flies 
and caterpillars. 

rhiniLiii I l;i... nr-' 'illi'ii caught with a Hunt, as Roach, yet thi-y are nut 
■ ■ r.T..|.--, Iv lle,it-fi-ll : l'..r tli.y are In '"' t.ik.-ii lull' mi lift I ir.L.r. ..r 

!■■.::■ ■ 

Thames, above Hirliiiuiiid. the. !srLT!'?t are caiight wiih a natural preen or 
dun masholiper, ami •mnrtimcs with will Irs; with belli wiiicli i.ni arc 
in ii-'i ;.i with mi nrlilicial [Iv. -it.-.-y are net In I..- ..line ;it till nb.nil 
September, when th.- iv, ■..,!, l„. L .i,i i„ r ..t ; (nil when you hue found 
where they lift, which, In a warm day. Is generally on the shallows, it la 
incredlhle whaj lurnuc you inly make : |ilmli off the first jotnt of thegrass- 
. ;ii [!!■■ hc.il. iit.il brLuu u "in in 
the tail ; and in this way of felling yon will catch Chub, especially if you 



.Mr* dnwu with the stream : when you cms to a .hallow, or other ,,l:.<- 
where the fish are likely to lie, itmn the stone, anil. suuuliiig in Hi- •icm, 
throw tight down the stream, anf a little to the right and left: after 

trying about a quart, I ,.i ;■,, I ■■ i l-.L---.-, .villi Hi- .tuti 1'M-b the l,,,.t' 

ten yards long, with aatrrmr single hair next the hook. 

Ubtnie. (£•» i- 'unpin this wst than with » Boat 
or ground-halt : fi.r which renion I n on 1,1 recommend it only to those 
he banks of that delightful river, between Windsor and 






beyond the roarh of your lin,'. 
Flail fur Roach within ill, and for Dwt, within three, Inehei H 
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llrnt for almost all fish; and that la the 'pawn of 
., m < »"»•'• Barker, who -eeros U hare been in,. Int that 
u it, rrn»jiiiiipi:il< it lo liis patron in the following terms : 
- Lord,— 1 have found an experienrr vf late, which yon may 
h, Slid tike (nut More "f this kind of li-li First, It is the heat 
Trout that there seen in all my time; and will take great alore, 
■..■■■ 

c ..*il l.ir Cliuli, orBottlin, or Grayling Tin? hait is. thr roe of a 

Salmon ..r Trnnt. If '•! he a H» Trout, that the ipiwK be any thing 
groat, jnu oil) angle lor the Trout with this bait u you angle with the 
Winning ; taking* p it no much as a large auel ant, 

nn.l hait lour 1 V ; ■ ,. fall to n,iir sport, there i* iui doubt of pleasure. 

If I hut known it but twenty yi-:'i i , [ .i ould U-.v.. gained a hundred 

li.iiilid* unlv Willi thnt bail. I am bound in duty to diVulge it lo your 

honour, and not to entry it to inv u-rave with inc. I do deum that DHd 

that pleasure. The gTeedy angler 

" For the angling for the Scale-Bab. : They mint angle either with cork 

-■' '|:"ll I'll /, iii-n i.t ■! : ■ :■■: -.t- i r i : ii-..l,i:i.- ivit.h the same belt, 

taking them fine apawns] la under, that they may spread abroad, that tho 

(ill may feed, and come to » 

engliM with la* tackle , as single hair lines, at least fire « stx lenrta 
long; ■ email hook, with two or three spawns. The hait will hold ou 
week; If you keep it on any lung", yon must hanK it up to dry a Utile : 
when you go to your pleasure again, put Ihe bail in a little water. It will 

Other;, topreiervc Salmon Epnnn, sprinkle it with a little ealt, and ls> 
it upon wool In a put, one layer vf iv.n.l iiiiil !Ln„thiT .if sjuimL Itiaaail 
to be a lorely hait for the uinler or firing; especially where Salmon are 
usedto bjhwti ■ ■ ■ . i.n.l ttielee»|iectit._Jrw/»r-. 

Set, IMaaa, & 

To know at any time what bait fish are apt to take, open the belly 
of the first you catch, and lake nut hie stomach very tenderly ; open U 
with a sharp penknife, and you will discover what lie then feeds on. — 

The people u>bn lire in tie fiahing-towns along the banks of the Thame* 
hate a method of dressing larp Enoch and Oaec. whirh, as it is laid, 

scaling the fish, lay him on a gridiron, oier a' slow lire, and strew on hlsa 
a little. Pour; when he begins to -tow brown, make a alls, not aaon Ma"" 

!■. ■■■.. ■ ■ 

-■ ■■ '■ ■ ■■, :. ■ ■'..' '■ 

whirl in II lmve become tit j firm, perfectly clean -, then open the hall 
and take nut the inaide, and use anchovy an J hutter for saner. 




— -given in hi 

" Take 1 pint of linaeed oil, with half a pound of suit 

■ 
I. ..i 1 i'l'h. ii.ii I,,, n i.n v.. lit tii'W boots: but il ia best U 
IsiJ on l>il,,t,.|he bootmaker 
after they come from him i as 
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nl eight high, of the form ji 



following is ft l"?l "'-' tin: Hi"-' in.il.r.nl : il rod with ft apare top; line* 
coiled np, andueatlv Laid in round rial Iiujhj ; spare Links, ."inyln hair.-, 

waxed thread an.loilk ; pllltl ■!- "I , it: 1,1,- -I/,:-. . il,,:.i - ,.| ..;. . 

«pare caji!> i wonn.bagn, ends gentle. t>n.\ ; hcuks uf i.U -in,'-, some wliij.[..-.l 
lo.-mt'lj' lu.ir- , t-li.it . jiir„'[n,iki'rs' iva\, lu ;i h- 1 ■ ]■ y ■ni:ill t'lilliiiiit covered 
with ■ bit of leather ; a cleating.ring, tied to about fix yards of strong 
cord; the use of thla is to diaeugiui,' vViui- hruilt ivli.-u ii lui- i-mi^lit. i. wt.-ii , 

■ IN- I JIJ|B DViTtlli- 

renuiu i ng joints, and, holding it by thi nuil. Ill :t. ^''iitly full j ft ludinf 
net, the hoop whereof most l<- nf I r ■ ■ i . . in. I I ■!■■!■ ^■■ -il - 1 n.lnt* to fold, and 
ft ncket re hold ft staff; take with you also audi bait* an you intend to ph, 
Tkftt you m»y keep your *sh alive be provided with ft imftll hoop act, to 
drnw do** to the top- And nerer lie ivitlmiit. n ilmi-p knife, ftnd ft pair of 
irlwio And if you moan to nee the artificial Ay, have your dy-book 
ftlwftyi with yoa 

And fur the more convenient beeping ftnd carriage of line*, links, single 
hair*, ore. take a piece of parchment, nr vpllinn, seven inches hy ten ; no 
the longer shim, let irll lour indies, and then ful.l it ir.w-wiap, so as to 
leave ft ll*P uf two iru'lu'r., ol n lii'-n lu'ii-iOtn-r l IIjiih tulie eight or ten 
piece* of parchmi'iif, ..I -■. ,-Il hn-li.-- I.v f,,nr ; ji.i rj,.. ■■ , Lull, ill... parch- 
ment, nr vellum, so folded, and sew up I hi' emln then cut the flap rounding, 
and t.,L.L it. dim n lit.' i. pockiiUiimk : lastly, v-,n innv, il y.u pliM.-n'. liilu! 
■Jong the end., and n.und tin' (lap, with red tape. 

Into thi* ease, pu I. LLi,, -.■..!:. .1 u|.. -.p.Li" link-, -liiiiV li.iir-, and book.v 
reedy whipped and looped. 

them «gor«H,tir small piece of Van.', uf ri ve iurhe* loaf, and ft quarter of 
nil inch wide, wit?, . mi-.. ivh, a nnshnftHgnrglHl 

.,■■■■ you prcf. ifiliiwn, cui'y disengage it. 

■' ■■! ■■ ■ ■ ■■!■■■■ !■■■' ' i 

ateke the ■ miha II i Cut the •*■-- '■— ' 

with a lory *fup<-, ki that tticy may fit. neatly together; 
ioh wax, very thin, on each slope ; ftnd, with WftXed thr 
MHIU J ln| ■■■■ il- 

toe-ether. To fasten un\ lay the forefinger uf »-..ur left h.- 
bindlng, mid, will, your v. .: -threado 

rod, euddrew your filler ftway ; la.-lly. Willi the fi.Lvhii.vr ..lid thuu-,1. m 
your right hand, ML,- I ■ .-1.1 ,.f '.,..■ 'u-f .,1 til.' turn,, flint, gathering us much 
of It ftft you can, hind on till the three remaining- tuma are wound nlF, mid 
then take hold ul the end which you had Imlure brought through, ftnd then 






9m Iriiupping oD ft hook, take the follu wing directions. 

tctwiit tin- fun-fiiu;.- ■ M '. ..!' «..ur left h.nd, and i... . 

ilTethe wnteil.illc three or lour turns round th.-Btiaiil. i.i ill-- k; ti-..-,i 

Iftytheendof the hair ..n the iuaidi' of th- .hulk, and with your light hand 

»(„j. .li.i.-.i : iitm i"N it,, iritliin ;'.l I four luin- ul Hie bent of the 

I t, i iki< II.'- -Iiniik lietneni tin.' t,.r,,fiiig-r im.l thunih u' Hie I'll liand. 

kud elftce the tilk do« by It, holding them both tight, and leavinr the 
wid to hen* down i Iben draiv the iitlin purt „f tin- nlk im.i ;. Niru.- 



jr tight hftnd turning bi 
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. w that purpose [ will go with you, either u> 

... dwells amongst the booksellers in St Paul's 

Mr John Stiibbi, near to the .Swan in 

ii- Imrh honest men. iinil will lit an amrler 

lacks.f 

.. Then, good master, lei ii be at , for be is 

. ., iin liwtlliuii. And I pray lot'suieet then? the ninth 
■* >fc , iM'jt, about two of the clock; and HI want nothing 
Mi&&" should be furnished with. 

/V»ifur. Well, nnd I'll not fail you, God willing, at the 
l/Bt and place appointed. 

; ,.■....■.-■.-. I thank yim, good master, and I will not fail you. 
And, good master, tell me, what baits more you remember: 
for it will not row be loiij* ere «■ shall be at Tottenham- High- 
Cross ; and when we come thither I will make you so 
requital of your pains, by repeating as choice a copy' of vet 
as buy we have beard since we met together; anil that i 
proud word, for we have heard very good ones. 

Piacator. Well, scholar, and 1 shall be then right glad 
hear them. And I will, us we walk, tell you whatsoever ton 
in my mind,- that I think may be worth your hearing. V 
may make another choice bait thus: lake a handful or two 
of the best and biggest wheiLt ;«« ran ect : boil it in > little 
milk, like as frumity is boiled : boil it so till it be soft ; and then 
fry it, very leisurely, with honey, and a little beaten a"~~ 

T.i ti.'a ival.-r knot Lay till' .-n.l ,if L-11- ■■[ your ll'ttirs, lib 
or Inn, out that of the other ; end, through the loop ivhL_ _. 

make to tie tktm la the c ■ 

thehai™ which will lir to tWi|.-l.l..f I lit loo?, twice i and. wetting the 

InwnlaTyV™ ■!!«!*. 
f In ■« former edition, r,( thin Mi 

hooki ; when iM-liirt hitrniluced to I'rince Rupert, whofle nuue freaiH 

"■■■■ii-, in (ii.. Li- '..i i- ■■! Kiii.- t !,arli>, in,- firm's n.isn, tii.. |.ti.i- ■■ ,-. 
musk-atad to Mid ■ method "I teiri[wriiu[ them, "liii-li liu h»* mntini 

■'■■■: ■ . ■ . , 

Mined Charln Kitty ii„,v ,ni\- liunjr in Crowthrr-a.mil Alley, mi 

AI.I..i:.;i1.- Mr.-: . .1 |..,...- I,-. lor ll.-ir ;.|.a,,c unit t,i|nprr, OIHd ill 

other... Thin stor, is the num.. likely to he true, u It il well k»wi Uul 
the OenMDIUllnlily, ill the lilM .-..niiii i. (VI. ■ in.i.ll -i.i.li. led torhl ' ■ 
i>n,l Hint to thin Frlnre. Kuocrt the world it Indrhtcd For the in 
■-" a head of oil scraping- la I 



,.rr„r,.i ;il,rr Wren. 1»1 It >«|IMUT 
tf S" O-rtr** »-r» jw™k V — 
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dissolved ill milk : and von will find this a choice hail, mid 
p«>d, 1 think, for any fish, cs|iccially for Roach, Dare, Chub, 
or Grayling : I know not tint that it may lw is good for u river 
Carp, and especially if tlm ground be a little tailed with it. 

And you may nl- n . tliul [lie -pawn of most fish is a very 

tempting bait, being a little hardened on a warm tile, Eind cut 
into tit pieces. Nay, mulberries, and those blackberries which 
grow upon briars, be good baits fur Chubs ur fur [is : with 
these many have Ijeeti taken in | ■ i ■ i n b -= . and in some rivers where 
ludi trees have grown near the water, and the fruits customarily 

dropped into it. And there be a I lied other luiits, more 

than can wcD be named, which. by !-. 1 1 1.-1 ;■ fit halting the water, 
will become a tempting bah lor nriy fish in it. 

Vou are also to know, that there be divers kinds of cadis, or 
east-worms, that are to be found in this nation, in several 
distinct counties, and in several little brooks that relate to 
bigger rivers; as namely, one cadis railed a piper, whose busk, 
or ease, is u piece of reed about an inch long, or longer, and as 
big about as the compass of a twopence. These worms being 
kept three or four days in a woollen bag, with sand at the 
bottom of it, and the bag wet once a-day, will in three or four 
days turn to be yellow ; and these be a choice bait for the 
Cliuh, or Chavender, or indeed for any great fish, for it is a 
ijru'f bait. 

There is also a lesser cadis-worm, called a cork-spur, being 
in fashion like the spur of a cock, sharp at one end ; and the 
ease, or house, in which this dwells, is made of small husks, and 
gravel, and slime, irio-1 ciiridiisl) made of il.c-c. even mi ;!.• tij 
be wondered at, but not to he made by man, no more than a 
kingfisher's nest can. whi.-h is made of little fishes' bones, and 
liave such a geometrical interweaving and ronnt'ction as the 
like is not to be dt>i!<< In ihe an of man.* This kind of cadis is 
a choice bait Tor any iloat-tish ; it is muck lees than the piper- 
radis, and to be so ordered ; and these may be so preserved, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty days, or it may be longer. f 

There is also another cadis, railed by some a straw-worm, 
and by some a ruff-coat, whose house, or case, is made of little 

■ Walton kri-A Dditaki-ifor t It in rusher 1 '' nest, the round Linrctac 

tl.rl! of tarni urrliin (frfo'Mu.) ThrfciniflahfrrinriiDi.t u|jp<-itr to intkrj 
DPT n«t, rurpin lb, flnoriiip ul ti'h l.,an'- dt'Tirrd fri.m liip prry. — J. K. 

f 'I'm ori'mr riirlii, crib- -Iih. ji;., ■]■.. . ;.l. I | ;';::.■.■■, ,.;,!. .*: ,.in.>. <,r lialuri* I 
llii, the NjlloRinir is in Hridleul ninhul : fill t round boughs! flD* green 

: l,i..i 1 i I..,,,,, I. i., : ,l.. |„;„ !,„tli ,■ _■',;'>.:■,■' ,1,, ■ n. i- ' .i h„.„,. 

wl EMt™ ihn ,, : ti„i, Man aa thi- i,.p(1i,,.i 

.itk..u>i,>-roiL. ana with n rcd-liol win. U,re 11- bwk lull oi *„l„. . 
i.iu. .liu |,ut vonr built li„il ..lt ivirli ii ,,.|.n-.,;i 1,-i.r : mid lav ii in the 
mtt tmy nlirhl. In Ibii maimer ndisnuiy bt kept till liter turu to Hire, 
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pieces of bents ami rustles, and straws, ttnd water weeds, and I 
know not what ; which are so knit together with condensed 
dime, that they stick about her busk, or rase, not unlike the 
bristles of a hedgehog. These three cadises are rommonly 
token in the beginning of summer; and are good, indeed, to 
take any kind of li;h with float or otherwise. ! inieht till you 
of inriTiv more, whirh a* these do earlv, so those have their time 
aim) of turning to be Hies later in summer ; but I might lose 
myself, and tire you, by such a discourse - I shall therefore, hut 
remember you. that to know these and their several kinds, slid 
to what Dies every particular cadis turns, and then how to use 
them, first as tiny lie cadis, and iiftcr as they be (lies, is on art, 
and an art that every one that professes to be on angler bos not 
leisure to search after, and, if lie bad, is not capable of learning.* 
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I 'U tell you, scholar ; several countries have several ki 
radices, lli.it indird differ as much as dogs do ; that is t 
us much as a mry mi nurl a greyhound do. These he usually 
bred in the very littUi rills, ur ditches, that run into bigger 
rivers ; and, ! think, a more proper bait for those very rivers thiui 
any other. 1 know not how, or of what, this cadis receives life, 
or what coloured fly it turns to; but doubtless they are the 
death of many Trout* ; mid this is one killing way : 

Take one, or -t il'm-vd ln\ ol these larcy yellow endis : pull 

off" his bead, and with it pull out his black gut ; put the body, a ■■ 
little bruised as is possible, on a very little hook, ai 
with a red hair, which will shew lite the cadis head, 
very little thin lead, so put upon the shank of tilt hook that it 
may sink presently. Throw this bait, (bus ordered, v ' ' ' 



As to the roi-Wur. Fimvlkcr (■■Lyr..--lv 

f. 70, that it product* til,. Uay-lly ■■ 
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will look rery yellow, into any great still holt where a Trout 
ij, ami he will' presently viiiture his life Tor it, it is not lo be 
doubted, if j-om be uot espial, and that the bait first touch the 
water before the line. And this will do best in the deepest, 
stillest water. 

Neil, let me tell you, I have been mueh pleased to walk 
quietly by a ln-onk, with a little stick in my hand, with which 
1 might easily lake r ln-i 1 . anil mnsidi'i tin- curiosity of their 
composure : unil if vuu slial) ivor like to do so, then note, that 
vottr stick must be u little lutwl, or willow, cleft, or have a 
nick at one end of it, by winch means you may. with ease, take 
many of thein in that nick out of the water, before yuu have 
any occasion to use them. These, my honest scholar, are some 
observations, told to you as they now come suddenly into mi 

memory, of which you may make ■• uw ; but for the practical 

part, it is that that makes an anpler : it is diligence, and obser- 
vation, and prm-tice, and an ambition to be the best in the art. 
that must do it.' 1 will tell you, scholar, I once heard out 



I..I the rod !■■■ lifM I «Ut und withal in smart in the apriroj, u to 

striki> at the iLu of thewhal.'l...- . 
Urajth. 
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and no diinimahine fw i'ivo van!* ■ lot tl«> rest bo strong Indian p™», to 
within about hiilr'a yard of (fit- hook, wlitrh "i»y bt whipped to a (a. (ran 
utiilk-minri flin Ami 11.1, lin* ivili kill ;i ti-h i>t ill poinds w.ifkl 

But for mere Bow k and Dace Bluing, amntom jourarff to a lAli fcalr 
line, with wait* .a artiit n»y kill a nia of a poand and a half mifM. 

tor y.rur float . lailuwstreanuanBntrunlKlgrHBaiqomtopeapae; t"' 

fur deep or rapid riven, or r.1 an eddy, tin cork shaped Uka a Mat. U 

indisputably the best, which should not in iteneral exceed the star of • 

Ufa vnu Fint throaifh l» be men than kalaa 

iucli ,lVi,.,. i.o.i 

■.o.LiiV, r|ioll. Ii.h ([rent n.lv run ire.: over a hare ipuli, for the aaill ham* 

. ,i -■ ■ , 
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does niri it" to the bottom till it is near the mil of virar swim. And In 

■ ,. ■ .■ I : . . . .■■,.; ....... ..■. . I- . 

Much will sink them : some ins for this purpose lend nnaped Ilka a barley 

mm : lull IN' r.' ■■.!,.. ii.h. - l.i-ll.T to I.m.I ni ill rli ill shot, which yoa ■■« 
Iran TrsadTrieft always with 

Whip thread of the qnill mund Ihe plug with Aire silk well waitd . 
(an will keap thr water out of your float, and prewi-n It greatly. 
la aahini with a Heat, your liar rnuit be about a tont shnrt*r tlran villi 
■ami Hwaueataand your hook when you 

I'errh and Chul. are caortht with afloat, and alio Gudgaom ; and nmre- 
tiaiH Barbel and Grayling. 
Fur Carp aud Tench, which are seldom caught but in ponds, rata nry 
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say, " I envy not bin) that eats better meat than I do ; nor him 
that is richer, or thnt wears belter clothes than I do : I envy 
nobody but him, slid him only, that catches more fishthait I do." 
And such a man bj like 10 prove an angler ; and this noble 
emulation 1 wish to you, and all young anglers. 



CHAPTER -Will. 



Piscatar. Them: be also three or four other little fish that I 
had almost forgot, that are all without scales, and may. Tor 
eicelleacy of mefit, be compared lo any fish of greatest value 
and largest size. They be usually fidl of eggs, or spawn, all 
the months of summer ; for they breed often, as it is observed 
mice and many of the smsller lour-frjoted creatures of the earth 
do; and as those, so these come ipmkly to their full growth and 
perfection. And it in needful thut they breed both often and 
numerously ; for they be, besides other accidents of ruin, both 
a prey and baits for other fish. And first 1 shall tell you of the 
Minnow, or Pent. 

The Minnow hath, when be is in perl'i'ct season and not 
sick, which is only presently after spawning, a kind of dappled, 
or waved colour, like to a panther, on hi; "ides, inclining to a 
greenish and sky colour ; bis belly being milk white ; and his 
back almost black, or blackish. He is a sharp biter at a small 
worm, and in hot weather makes excellent sport for young 
anglers, or boys, or women, that love that recreation. And 
in the spring (hey make of them excellent Minnow-tansies; for 
bring washed well in salt, and their heads and tails cut off, and 
then- guts taken out. and not washed after, they prove excellent 
for that use ; that is. bring fried with yolks or eggs, the flowers 
of cowslips and of primroses, and a little tansy ; thus used, they 
make a dainty dish of meat. 

The Loach is, as I toltl you, a most dainty fish : he breeds 
and feeds in little and < Mr swift brooks, or rills, and lives 
there upon the gravel, and in the sharpest streams ; he grows 
not to be above a finger long, and no thicker than is suitable to 
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that length. This Loachis not unlike the shape of the Eel: he has 
a beard, or wattles, like a flnrhel. He has two line at his sides. 
Tout at his belly, and one at his tail i he is dappled with many 
black, ot brown spots ; his mouth is Barbel-like under his nose. 
Thii fish is usually full of egg*, or spawn ; and is by Gesner 
and other learned physicians, com in ended for great nourishment, 
and to be very grateful, both ru tin.- palate and stomach of sick 
persons. He is to be lished for with a very small worm, at the 
bottom ; for he very seldom, or never, rises above the gravel. 



than suitable In his body ; a month very wide, and usually 
gaping - ' he is without teeth, but hk lips are very rough, rauci 
like to a file. He hath two fins near to his gills, which be 
roundish ot crested ; two fins also under the belly, two on the 
back, one below the vent, and the fin of his toil is round. 
Nature hath painted the body of this fish with whitish, blackish, 
and brownish spots. They be usually full of eggs, or ipawn. 
all the summer, 1 mean the females; mid those eggs swell their 
vents almost into the form of a. dug. They begin to spawn about 
April, and, as 1 told you, spawn several months in the summer. 
And in the winter, the Minnriw, and Loach, and Bull-bead, 
dwell in the mud, as the Eel doth : or we know not whete. no 
more than we know whete the cuckoo and swallow, tuw) other 
luil f- year birds, which first appear to us in April, spend their 
six cold, winter, melancholy months. This Bull-bead does 
n-uiilly dwell, and hide himself, in holes, or amongst stone* in 
clear water ; and in very hot days will lie along time veryatiil, 
and sun himself, and will lie easy to be seen upon any Sat atone, 
or any gravel ; at which time he will suffer an angler to put a 
hook, baited with a small worm, very near unto his very mouth i 
and he never rcfusi'S to Lite, imr, indeed, to he caught with the 
worst of anglers. Mat thiol us commends mm much more for his 
taste and nourishment, than for bis shape or beauty.* 

* Sin™ Wnltnn wrntn, there hie- I u l.r.,.i.-]it irili. England, from Ger- 
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There is iu.=o :. little fish mlled * Siickh-luip, :i fish without 
scales, hut hath his body fiunvrl wit.li ■ii'ver.-i) [iricklef. I know 
not where he dwells in winter ; nor what he is good for in sum- 
mer, but only to mike sport for boys and women anglers,, and 
to Teed other fish that be fish of prey, as Trouts in particular, 
who will hite at him us at a Pent ; End better, if your hook be 
rinhtly bsiiH-rl iviiti him; fur In- iimy lie so hailed as, his tail 
turning like [he sail of a uisiduiill. «i.i iiiak,.' liim turn more 
quick than any IVnk, or Minnow, can. For note, that the 
nimble turning of that, or the Minnow, is the perfection of 
Minnow fishing. To which end. if yon put your hook into his 
mouth, and out ai his mil ; uud tlien. having i!r-t tied him with 
while thread a little above his tiiil. urid pliiecd liim after such a 
maimer on your book as lie is lib; to turn, then sew up his 
mouth to your line, and lui \s like in turn quirk, and tempt any 
Trout : but if he do not turn quick, then turn Ida tail, a little 
more or less, toward- 1 1n ■ inner parr, or towards the aide of the 
hook; or put the Minnow or Sthklchaj; a little more crooked 
or more straight on your hook, until it will turn both true and 
fast, and then doubt not hut to tempt any gnat Trout that lies 
in a swift stream. * And the Loach, that I told you or, will do 
the like : no bait is more tempting, provided the Loach be not 

And now, scholar, with the help of this line morning, and 
your patient attention, I have said all that my present memory 
will afford me, concerning most of the several fish that are 
usually fished for in fresh waters. 

Venator. But, master, you have, by your former civility, 
made me hope that you will make good your promise, and say 
something of the several riivrs that lie of most note in tins 
nation; and also of iLsb-poriil-. an<i the ordering of them : and 
do it, 1 pray, good master ; for I love any discourse of rivers. 
and fish, and fishing ; the time spent in such discourse passes 
away very pleasantly. 
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'eatber (Jo both 
n-tross. you shall se 
■T wiBny 10 hcTj tow desire- And, first, for the river 
-/this nation ; there be, « jnu may note out of Dr Heylin's 
Orography, and oinfn, in number three hundred and tweuty- 



*>e; but those of chiefest i 



The chief is Thamisis, « . 
Inn ; whereof the former, rising somewhat beyond Thame, ii 
Uur.kingham^hire, and the latter near Cirencester in Glouces- 
tershire, meet together about Dorchester in Oxfordshire ; the 
issue or which happy conjunction is the Thamisis, or Thames; 
hence it Hielh betwixt Bob, Buckinghamshire. Middlesex, 
Murrey, Kent, and Esses: and to weddeth himself to [h 
Kentish Med way, in the very jaws of the ocean. This gluriou 
river feeleth [he violence imd benefit of the sea mote than an 
river in Europe : ebbing mid flowing, twice a-day, more thai 
sixty miles ; ahont whose banks are so many fuit towns am 
princely palaces, that a German poet thus truly spake:" — 

We mi bo many woods and firincelv bowers, 
Sweet fields, brave orUcm, and stately towers. 
So numv gardens i1n*'d with curious care, 
TJiat Thames with royal Tiber may compare. 

2. The second river of nine is Sitbrina, or Severn: it hath its 
beginning in i'lynliinmoi: hill, in Montgomeryshire 1 and his end 
seven miles from Bristol ; washing, in the mean space, the 
walk of Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Gloucester, and diver* 
i idier [daces mid palaces of note. 

3, Trent, so ciilleil I'm tliirty kind of fishes that are foul 
in it, or for that it receiveth lliirty lepser rivers; who, having 
its fountain in Staffordshire, and gliding through the counties of 
Nottingham, Lincoln. I.eire-rn. iiml York, augmenterh the 
turbulent current of Humber, the most violent stieam of all 
the isle. This Humber is not, to say truth, n distinct rircr 
havinga Bpring--heiid of its own, but it is rather the mouth or 

eu'ii l.at'i:i."..'i! ' 



THE COMPLETE ANGLER. SOI 

m of divers rivers here confluent and meetine; Injethur, 
namely, jour Dcrivi nt, iinri e-|)c<'ially of Ouse and Trent s iind 
(hs the Danolv, having vr" ivi-il into its channel the river Uravns, 
Shvub, TibhscllPs, iinil divers others) ehunjreth liis mine into tin* 
of Huinberabua, as the nhl Keograpbers cull it. 

4. Med way, a Kentish river, famous fur harbouring the royal 

5. Tweed, the north-east bound of England, on vrliose 
northern bants a sealed the strong and impregnable town of 
Berwick. 

6. Tvne, famous for Newcastle and her inexhaustible coal 
pits. These, and the rest of principal note, are thus comure- 
bended in one of Mr Drayton's sonnets: — 

Our flood's qnwm. Ttuunes, for shipn ami mu is crown'd ; 

Add stalely Severn for her shore ia praised ; 
The crystal Trent, lor ford, and riali renown'd ; 



vumlei'.i i'l l-i I .In-.. 



Off 



And the old Lea brngi of 
Eilo, LVr.AN saioo. I 



ii'f Medway doth excel, 
er I«i» to (he Thame; 
rs bout of Tweed's fair fl< 
ir Willy's fame 



and W T ilthsm, nin-rii'lbe iiK-itli.' Tlnii, .!■■,• 
|:le... i-, ul rid* day, railed I Muiitlie. 1 1 

ill' 1 tii'ml ; I"'', iu'lynie d ■ I" Kintr-- .Uin-le, tin' lino. 1 - entered l,eymouthe, 

sad fortified, at a pine adjovninge to thin ryyer, tweaty By*" 

Am, where, by fortnne, Riogi Alfreds paiilDge by. espied that the 

.■huinsl i,f the ry.er lululit be it. nnl, HO rte weakened, that tic y skull Id 

want water to return withe their sliinpts : he paused therefora the water 



actbei or lange tymc, bori 
'■.'. in lyrne uf 



lobs abated hy tiro create treiirh.K, anil ■ .tinxie <':. 
taai)B. he made :'< ■■■ ■ ■ ■•.in they last foor. 

ami antral nombcrof their cinmi.m suuldirrs, llie res 
rrntle wliieh they liad builte. Not lotnre Bftir, they » 
Hurt fonoka all, and left their tahapc* u a pray u tba I 

I. :.',i kill ■■,■:■■'■.■■. .■i.il li. || ii u r 'r -e I, ■T, inlivrvd I be re.t 

caatle, fijr Ihe distance, miiilil - •'.[■■■ 

noon that barike, «-l,i,li li.nl in. li.in.'e -- 

andaonelthi. Allrr.le. I led ilertl 

1.., lb-':. II,. ,-,. ,,.„„„„ J,, f 

"nMilrent!;'.: 
..Idelilfeit-uuuedl 







202 THE COMPLETE angler; 

These observations arc our a( Itemed Or lleylin, and my old 
deceased friend, Michael Drayton ; and hecauae you say you love 
such discourses as these, of ricci.'. and li>ti. mid fishing, I love you 
the better, and love the more to impart them 10 you. Never- 
theless, scholar, if I should begin but to name the several sorts 
of strange fiah that are usually taken in many of those rival 
that run into the sea, 1 might beget Wonder in you, or unbelief, 
or both : and yet 1 "ill venture to tell you a real truth con- 
cerning one lately dissected by Dr Wharton, a man of great 
learning and experience, nnd of equal freedom to communicate 
it ; one that loves me and my art ; one to whom I have been 
beholden for many of the choicest observations that I have 
imparted to you. This good man, that dares do any thing rather 
tluui tell on untruth, did, 1 say, tell me he had lately dissected 
one strange fish, and he thus described it to me : 

" The fkh was almost a yard broad, and twice that length : 
his mouth wide enough to teceive, or take into it, the head of h 
man ; his stomach, seven or eight inches broad. He is of a slow 
motion ; and usually lies or lurks close in the mud ; ami but u 
moveable string on his bead, about a span, or near unto a quarter 
of a yard long; by the moving of which, which is bis natural bait, 
when he lies close and unseen in the mud, he draws other fish 
bo cluse to him, that he can suck them into Ids mouth, and so 
devours and digests them." 

And, scholar, do not wonder at (his; for besides the credit of 
the relator, you are to note, many of these, ami fishes which are 
of the like and mote unusual shapes, ore very often taken on the 
mouths of our sea-rivers, and on the sea-shore. And this will be 
no wonder to any that have travelled Egypt, where 'tis known, 
the famous liver Mlua does not only breed fishes that yet want 
names, hut by the overrlmving of that river, and the help of the 
sun's heat on the fat slime which that river leaves on the banks 
when it falls back into its natural channel, such strange fish and 
beasts are also bred, that no man can give a name to ; as Grotiui 
in his Si'i'ham, and others, have observed. 

But whither am I strayed in this discourse ? 1 will end it by 
telling you, that at the mouth of some of these rivers of ours. 
Herrings are so plentiful, as namelv, near to Yarmouth in Nor- 
folk, and in the west country, Pilchers so very plentiful, as you 
will wonder to read whai our Wm-d Ciiiiidni relates of tliem 



t DM Mntfnrd rmiL 



JJjh'r >>'" Tliamw, together with the' prlndpol 



I 



u-Bfl. 3H3 



CHAPTER XX. 






Doctor Les*ULT, the learned Frenchman, in his lur^e dis- 
course of Maixt-.n I(i<irt./n,\ juts this direction for making of 
fish ponds, I iiliall ir'ii'L' wu t>> him, to iyliiI ic at large ; but 1 
think 1 shall contrail it, and yet make it as useful.' 

He adviseth, that when yuu have drained the ground, and 
made the earth firm where the head of the pond must be, tliut 
you must then, in that place, diive in two or three rows of oak 
or elm piles, which should ')« sau-du'il in r]«- tire, or half burnt, 
before they be driven into the earth ; for being thus used, it 

preserves them i Ii loutvr from inning. And having done so, 

lay faggots or bavins of smaller wood betwiit them -, and then 
earth betwixt and above them i and then, having first very well 
rammed them and the earth, use another pile in like manner as 
the first were ; and note, that the second pile is to be of or 
about the height that you intend to make your sluice or flood- 
gate, or the vent that you intend shall convey the overflowings 
of your pond in any flood that shall endanger the breaking of 
the pjiiri dam. 

Then he advises, that you plant willows or owlers al>out it, 
or both ; and then cast in bavins in some places not far from the 
side, and in the most sandy places, for fish both to spawn upon, 
and to defend them and the young Try from the many fob, and 
also from vermin, ihui lie «t wati-h In destroy them, especially 
the spawn of the Carp and Tench, when it is left to the merey 
of ducks or vermin. 

He, and Dubravius, and all others advise, that you make 
choice of such a place for your pond, that it may be refreshed 
with B little rill, or with ruin irairr, running or falling into it ; 
by which fish are more inclined both to breed, and are also 
refreshed and fed the better, and do prove to be of a much 
sweeter and more pleasant taste. 

To which end it is observed, that such pools as be large, and 
have most gravel, and shallows where fj 

do afford fish of the purest taste. And note, that in all pools 
it is best for fish to have some retiring place ; as namely, hollow 
banks, or shelves, or roots of trees, to keep them from danger. 
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and when they think lit, from the eitrcme heat of summer, H 
also from (he extrunil) of raid in winter. And note, that if 
many trees he growing about your pond, (he leaves thereof 
falling into the water, make it nauseous to the fish, and ihe fish 
to be so to the eater of it. 

It is noted, that the Tenrh and Eei love mini ; and the Carp 
loves gravelly ground, and in the hot months to feed on grass. 
You are to cleanse your pond, if you intend either profit or 
pleasure, once every three or four years, (especially some ponds,) 
and then let it lie dry sii or twelve months, both to kill tie 
water weeds, as water lilies, candocks, rente, and bulrushes, 
that breed there ; and also that as these die for want of water, 



ig your pond dry, and sowing oats in the bottom, i* also 
good, for the fish feed the faster : and heinfr some time let dry, 
you may observe what kind of fish either increases or thrives 
best in that water ; for they differ much, both in their breeding 
and feeding. 

Ijebault also advises, that if your ponds be not very large and 
ronmy, that you often feed your fish by throwing into them 
chipping uf bread, curds, grains, or the entrails of chickens, or 



much harm, and devour both the spawn and the vouug fry t>f 
all fish, especially or the Carp ; and I have, besides experience, 
many testimonies of it. liut Lebault allows water-frogs to be 
good meat, especially in -"riir inriiiclis. if they be flit ;* but you 
are to note, that he is a Frenchman ; and we English will 
hardly believe him, though we know frogs are usually eaten in 
his country : however, In 1 lulusi-^ rn di-.-trov luem and king, 
fishers out of vour ponds. And he adriaM nut to suffer much 
shooting at wild fowl ; for that, he says, uffrigbtens, and banns, 
and destroys the fish. 

Note, that Carps and Tench thrive and breed best when no 
other fish is put with them into the same pond ; for all other 
fish devour their spawn, or at lea« the greatest part of it. And 
' - is thrown in 
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I parsley thrown h 



pond recovers and refreshes the sick fish. And n< 
you store your pond, you aro to put into it 
for one spawner. if you put them it 






;e pond or feeding nond, in which they will not breed. 
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then no rare is 
female Carps. 

It ia observed, that the best ponds to breed Cnrpn &r* Ihjflrit 

that be atony or sandy, and are wuri id Ircc I'rom wind ; and 

that ore not deep, but hiivc willow trees nnd grass on their 
sides, over which the water does sometimes flow ; and note, 
that Corps do more usually breed in made pita, or pits that 
have clean clay bottoms ; or in new ponds, or ponds that lie 
dry a winter season, thun in old ponds that be full of mud and 
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Well, scholar, I have told you the substance of all that either 
oWrv«rimi m discourse, or u diligent survey of Dubrovius »"rf 
I.cbaiik. hurl) told me ; not rlmt they, in their long "* 
huve not said more; hut the most of the rest are 

observations, us if a man should tell a good . 

twice two is four. I will Uieiefore put on end to this discourse: 
and we will here sit down and rest us. 






Pawnor. Well, scholar, I have held you too long about 
these cadis, mid smaller fish, anil rivers, and fish ponds; and 
my spirits are almost spent, and so, 1 douht, is your patience : 
but being we are now almost at Tottenham, where I first met 
you, and where we are to part, 1 will lose no time, but give 
you a little direction how to make and order your lines, and to 
colour the hair of which you make your lines, for that is very 
needful to be known of an angler ; and also how to paint your 
rod, especially your lop; for a right gron n top is a choice cnm- 
modity, and should be preserved from die water soaking into it, 
which makes it in wet weather to be heavy and fish ill fivour- 
edly, and not true ; and also it rots quickly for want of 
painting; and I think a good top is worth preserving, or I had 
not taken care to keep a top above twenty years.* 
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and toot, tie them together in a bundle, and let (hem lie 'hi a dry rUor ; 

at the end of flfte rai ilefii month?, mutch tfai'm tociilher, and to the 

slender end* of th- i..[.-. .in.T . nn; -1] nl.i.iit ,'itrtit ,.t ten inches, whip a 

(.a. l,ip.-r ])Lin f ii hnl. .-In) lie nt thai Li-Tielh, tlvnt'iiL III" end. odhe stock, 

■i_. : | an t, so that they may join 

the bIidIi; bind 1 h -.' r itiy villi -ii'.n;- wum'd thrend ; nud, lastly. Hi a 

strong loop of horso hair to the whalebone. Let the rod, 10 made, lie a 

week to settle before yon use it- In thi.-i manner, shio, yon are to make ■ 

liy-rml; only B h te T TB , lJlil1 ,n * latter must be much slenderer from the 

But for the ne',1b>st dy-rud you cao make, pet a yellow whole deal 

.-flii- it hitu "'mi'. -■■■. ■[.. i.i- n.lrli- : ti'l .. lnliLi'r plane olf the angles, and 
runlet- it I'.'TfiTtly ri'ijjhl, aiit'l.. tiiperini-.iiiiil iliib will scry e fur the stoiik,. 
then pie.-' it to H One straight haicl, of about six. feet long;, and tben a 

ing, with whalebone, as before, of about two feet in length. There is no 
determining precisely the length of a II y. roil, but one of fourteen I.i [ is :is 
long u ran be well nnwaged with rai. In ml- Tn colour Hi.. ■rt,.-k, dip a 
feather in aquafortis, and with your band chafe it into the deal, and It will 

lo pieces, and bind the joints to a straight pole, and let them continue :o 

about the fly.rod, pnrt ii. ehap. t. 

Hull-: I... liiirl.H'l, f:i i-li. will ..tli.-r lurje uaii, sh.mld be i.fhaiel, nnil pro- 
piirtiunably alii-.: :»J Hici. And iml '. that for 

fly-Hilling the bamboo cane la excellent Screws to rods are not only 
heavy, nnd apt to bi' <nil "I" r-p.iir, bin thoy lire absolutely unnecessary , 

..ii "ill -ii i,l:>. II' I.'- 1 '. Ill aili.tli.T i,.i,lll.:l.;llllv SuCUrc. 



Ij|. If I ill nil I'll I. oil upon him. 

But in these latter days, ban-rods have been Invented, which the angler 
mfcy easily conceal, and do nut ]irorlaimfj all tile world ivliere lie i- yijuin. 
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■ I i. .fuione, an no angler that hit, once tried it 
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1l.ti.1i wi-mI. and tn'ii leet four imhei in length, Hie large*! ininl ri..t 
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or frets ! for a well chosen, even, clear, round hair, of a kiwi 
of glass colour, will prove as Strang a? three uneven scabby 
hairs thai are ill chosen, anil full jjT mJln or unevenness. You 
shell seldom find a hhck huir bit it is round, but many whit* 
are flat and uneven ; therefore, if you Ret a lock of right, round, 
clear, glass colour hnir, make much of it. 

And fur making your line, observe Ibis rule ; First, let yoor 
hair be clean washed ere you go about to twist it; aim! then 
choose not only the clearest hair for it, hut huirs that be of nn 
equal bigness, for such do usually stretch all together, and 
break nil together, which hairs of an unninul higm-ss never do. 
but break singly, and so deceive the angler that trusts to them. 

When you have twisted mm link-, lay tbim in water for a 
quarter of an hour at least, and then twist tbem over again 
before you tie them into a line : for (hose that do not so shall 
usually find their line to have a hiiir or two shrink, and be 
shorter tlian the rest ut the first fishing with it, which is so 
much of tbe strength of the line lust for wiuii of first iviiH-nnr, 
it and then retwisting it ; and this is most visible in a sevea- 
hair line, one of those which liath always a black hair fa the 
middle.* 
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And For dyeing of your hairs, do it thus : take a pint of 
strong ale, half a pound of soot, anil a little quantity of the 
juice of walnut tree leaves, and an equal quantity uf alum; 
put these together into a put, pan, or pipkin, and ball them half 
an hour ; and having so done, let it cool ; and being cold, put 
your hair into it, and there let it lie ; it will turn your hair to 
be a kind of water or glass eriWr. ur gnrnisli ; and the longer 
you let it lie, the deeper coloured it will he. You might be 
laught to make many other colours, but it ja to little purpose ; 
for, doubtless, the water colour, or glass coloured hair is the 
moat choice and moat useful for an angler, but let it not be tao 
green." 

But if yon desire to colour hair greener, then do it thus : 
take a quart of sninU air. hall :i jjiiiiiul of alum ; then put these 
into a pan or pipkin, anil your hair into it with them ; then put 
it upon a fire, and let it boil softly for half an hour, and [hen 
take out your hair, and let it dry ; and having so done, then 
take a bottle of water, and |-ut into it two handfuls of mari- 
golds, and cover it with a till . 01 "kit job flunk fit, and set it 
again on the fire, where it ii to boil again softly for half an hour, 
about which time the scum will turn yellow ; then put into it 

Whi-n yon itac the fly, ynu will find it OAOMMTy to roiitinuo your line to 
a % rrater decree of fiui-iim : jo onii-rto which, tuppoftiuc t.ht line lui«i 
*i>fit yirdi in Iitiu f I:. r:i- 1' u ;i |ii. ■■■:■■.■! '!..■.■:■ ii- I ■ rwiatE'd links, luncr- 

kaok link, which mould be eitaer of w.ht «nui, or silk-worm cut, a 
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lvalf a pound of copperas, brnten small, and with it the hair th 
you intend to colour ; then let the hair be boiled softly till bi___ 
the liquor be wasted, nn(! then let it cool three or four hours, 
with your hair in it : and you are to observe, that Che more 

copperas jo 1 1 put inti) it tin; i,t ;i it Mill be; but doub(Jea» 

the pale green is beet. But if you desire yellow hair, which is 
only good when the weeds rot. then put in the more mari- 
golds ; and abate most of the copperas, or leave it quite out, and 
take a little verdigris instead of it. 

This for colouring your hair. 

And aa for painting your rod, which must be in oil, you m 
first make a size with glue and water, boiled together until the 
glue be dissolved, and the size of a lye colour : then strike your 
size upon the wood with a bristle, or a brush, or pencil, wlulst it 
is hot : that beine quite dry. take white lead, and a little red lead, 
and a little coal black, so much as altogether will make an ash 
colour j grind these altogether with linseed oil ; let it be thick, 
and lay it thin upon the wood with a brush or pencil : this do 
for the ground of anv colour to lie upon wood. 

For a green, take pink and Verdigris, and (.find them top 
in linseed oil, as thin as you Ciin well grind it; then 1 
smoothly on with your Brush, and drive it thin: once di 
for the most port, will serve, if yon lay it well ; and if t\ 
be sure your first colour he thoroughly dry before you lay no a 

Well, scholar, having now taucht yon to paint your rod. and 
we'having still a mile to Tottenham High Cross, I will, as we 
walk towards it in the cool -bud' if this sweet honeysuckls 
hedge, mention to you some of the thoughts and joys that have 
possessed my soul since we met together. And these thought* 
shall be told yon, that you also may join with me in thankful- 
ness to the Giver of every pond mid perleet gift, for our happi. 
ness. And that our present happiness may appear to be the 
greater, and we the more thankful for it, 1 will beg you to 
consider with me how many do. even at this very time, lie 
under the torment of the stone, the ROM, and toothacb; and 
this we are free from. And every misery that I miss is a new 
mercy ; and therefore let us be thankful. There have been 
since we met, others that have met disasters of broken limbs 
some have been hla-icd. ni tiers LauniUv-sri'ieW'n ; and we havi 
been Treed from these, and all those many other miseries thai 
threaten human nature : let us therefore rejoice and he thankful. 
Nay, which is a far greater mercy, we are free from the itisup- 
I ■enable burden uf an licensing, loi men ling conscience — a miser) 
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that none can bear ; and therefore lee us praise Him Tor hl« 
preventing grace, and say, Every misery that I miss it a new 
mercy. Nay, let me tell you, there be many that have forty 
times our estates, that would give tie greatest part of it to be 
healthful and cheerful bke us. who. with the expense of a little 
money, have tat, and drank, and laughed, and angled, and sung, 

and slept securely : I wxe norJ day, and cast away care, and 

»ung, and laughed, and tinned again ; which are blessings rich 
men cannot purchase with all their money. Let me tell you, 
scholar. 1 have a rich neighbour that is always so busy that he 
has no leisure to laugh ; the whole business of Lis life is to get 
money, and more money, that he nay still get more and more 
money; he is still drudging on. and says that Solomon says. 
•' The diligent hand maketb rich ; " and it is true indeed : but 
be considers not that it is not in the power of riches to make a 
man happy : for it was ivwly said, by a man of great observa- 
tion, " That them be as B*BJ HMW lnyi.nd rirhesas on this 
side them." And yet God deliver us from pinching poverty, 
and grant, that having a competency, we may be content and 
thankful ! Let not us repine, or so much as think the gifts of 
God unequally dealt, if we see another abound with riches; when, 
is God knows, the cares that are the keys that keep those riches. 



bangoi 



quietly. We see but the outside of the rich man's happines- 
Consider him to be like the silk-worm, that, when she seems to 
play, is, at the very sumr time, spinning her own bowels, and con- 
it u mine luTself; ' and this niiniv ii''li men do. loading themselves 
witb corroding cares, to keep what they have, probably, un- 
conscionably got. Let us, therefore, be thankful for health and 
commence ; and, above all, for a quiet conscience. 

Let me tell you, scholar, that Diogenes walked on a day. 
with his friend, to see a country fair ; where he saw ribbons, and 
looking-glasses . and nut-crackers, and fiddles, and hobhy-horses. 
and many oth<.r gimeracks ; and, having observed them, and all 
the other tinuiinhtuns that make a complete country fair, he 
aaid to his friend, " Lord, how many things are there in this 
world of which Diogenes hath no need ! " And truly it is so, 
Or might be so, with very many who vei and toil themselves 
to get what they have no need of. Can any man charge God. 
that he hath nut given him enough to make 'bis life happy ? No. 
doubtless ; for nature is content with a little. And yet yon 
shall hardly meet witb a man that complains not of some want; 
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though he, bilked, want? nothing but his will; it may be, 
nothing but liis will of his poor neighbour, lor not woiahipi ' 
or not flattering bin) : and thus, when we might be happy 



nutliirig but liia will uf lib poor neighbour, lor not worshipping 
or not flattering him : and thus, when we might be happy and 
quiet, we create nimble in ourselves, 1 have heard of a dud 



is angry wiih him-clf hecituse be was no taller ; and of i 
woman that broke hrr lookin^-class because it would not si" 
her faee to be h- young ami handsome as her next neigh bo 
was. And I knew another to whom God had given health 
plenty, but a wife that nature Usui made peevish, and 
husband's riches had made purse-proud ; and must, because 

was rich, and for i tliei virtue, -it in the highest pew in the 

church ; which being deniud her, she engaged her husband into 
,i contention for it, and at last into a lawsuit with a ' 
neighbour who was as rich as he, and hod K wife as peci 
purse -pro ml as the other ; and this lawsuit begot higher 
tions, and actionable words, and more vexations and lawsuits 
for you must remember, c. h i r both Mete rich, and must thcrefi 
hnvc their wills. Well ! this wilful, purse-proud luiv-nit last 
during the life of the first husband ; after which his wife vei 
anil chid, anil chid and vexed, till she also chid anil vesed hers 
into her grave j and so the wetlth of these poor rich people w 
■•uise'l into a punishment, because they wanted meek * 
thankful hearts ; for those only can make us happy. 1 knew 
man that bad health and riehes, and several bouses, all beautiful, 
and ready furnished ; and would often trouble himself a 

family to be removing IV me house to another : and bei 

asked by a frii ml n hj hi removed so often from one house 
another, repbed, " It was to find content in some one of then 
Bui his friend, Knowing his temjicr, told him, " If he wm 
find content in any of bis hm.se-. he uiu-i leave himself behi 
him j for content will never dwell hut in a meek and quiet mu 
And this may appear, if we read arid consider what our Saviour 
says in St Matthew's (.lospel j for he there says, " Blessed L " 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Rlesscd be the |i 
in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed be the poor in spi 
for their, is the kingdom of heaven. And, Blessed be the ok 
for they shall possess the earth." Not that the meek shall 
also obtain merry, and see God, and he comforted, and at 
come to the kingdom of heaven ; but, in the meantime, he, 
be only, possess** the earth, as he goes toward that kin) 
of heaven, hi being hinnhlc mid cheerful, ami content with 
bis good God lias allotted him. He has no turbulent, repininf 
vexatious thoughts that he deserves better ; nor is veied whesi 
he sees others po-ses-eil of more honour or more riches than f 
wise God has allotted for his share : but he possesses vrbM I 
has with a meek and contented quietness, such <i quietness 
makes bis very tlreuius pleating, both to God and himself. 
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My honest scholar, nil this is told Co incline you to thankful, 
ness ; and to incline you the more, lift me tell you, that though 
the prophet David mi guilty of murder and adultery, and many 
other of the moat deadly sins, yet he was said to be a man after 
God's own heart, because be abounded more with thankfulness 
than any other that is mentioned in Holy Scripture, as may 
appear in his book of Psalms, where there is such it commiiture 
of his confessing of his pins and un worthiness, and such thank- 
fulness for God's pardon and mercies, as did make him to bo 
accounted, even by God himself, to be a man after his own 
heart ; and let us, In that, labour to be as tike him as we can ; 
let not the blessing* w« vecciie daily from God make us not to 
value, or not praise Him, because they be common ; let not us 
forget to praise him for the innocent ulrtl 

met with since we met together. What would a blind man 
give to see the plvii-iini ii\ fi>, and meadows, and Bo "era, and 
fountains that we have met with since we met together ? 1 
hare been told, that if a man that was bom blind could obtain 
to have his sight fur but only one hour during his whole life, 
and should, at the first opening of his eyes, fix his sight upon 
the sun when it was in his full glory, either at the rising or 
letting of it, lii wonlil he ~" transported and amazed, and so 
admire the glory of it, that be would, not willingly turn his eyes 
from that first ravi-hinj, eljj.-et, to l.ehold all the other various 
beauties this world could |nv~i'iil tu him. And this, and many 
other like blessings, we enjoy daily. And for most of them, 
because they be so common, most men forget to pay their 
praises : but let not us, becau'c ic in ;t sacrifice so pleasing to 
Him that made that sun mid us. and still protect! us, and gives 
us flowers, and showers, and stomachs, and meat, and content, 
and leisure to go e-fishing. 

Well, scholar, I have almost tired myself, and, 1 fear, more 
than almost tired you. But I now see Tottenham High 
Cross ; and our short walk thither shall put a period to my 
too long discourse ; in which my meaning was, and is, to 
plant that in your mind with which I labour to possess my 
own soul, — that is, a meek and thankful heart. And to 
that end t have shewed you that riches without them (meek- 
ness and thankfulness) do not rnako any man happy. But let 
me tell you, that licit.-, with then] remove many fears and 
cares. And, therefore, my advice is, that you endeavour 
to be honestly rich, or contentedly poor : but be sure that 
your riches be justly got, or you spoil all. For it is well 
►aid by fui i ssi ii, ■■ lie that loses Ins conscience has nothing 
left that is worth keeping." Therefore he sure you look to 
that. And, in the neit [dace, look to your health ; and if you 
have it, praise God, and value it neit to a good conscience ; 
for health is the second blessing that we mortals are capable of; 
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n blessing that money cannot buy ; and therefore value it, and 
be thankful for it. As for money, (which maybe said to I* 
the third Messing neglect it not ; but note, that there a no 
,,,.,.-.... ir , „r bring rii h ; for I told you, [heretic as many misflrifi 
beyond riches as on this -side them : and, if you have a compe- 
tence, enjoy it with n meek, cheerful, thankful heart. I will 
tell you. scholar, I have heard a grave divine say, that God has 
two dwellings, — one in heaven, and the other in a meek and 
thankful heart, which Almighty God pram to me, and to mv 
honest scholar! And so you are welcome to Tottenham Hicii 

Venator. Well, muster, 1 thank you for all your good direr - 
tions ; but for none more than this last, of thankfulness, which 
1 hope I shall never forget. 
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drink like nectar ; indeed, too good for any body but na anglers. 
And so, master, here is. a full glass to you of that liquor ; and, 
when you have pledged me, I will repeat the verses which I 
promised you : it is a copy printed amongst some of Sir Henry 
Wotton's, and doubtless made either by him or by a lover of 
angling. Come, master, now drink a glass to me, and then I 
will pledge you, and fall to my repetition ; it is a description 
of such country recreations as I have enjoyed since I had the 
happiness to fall into your company. 

Quivering fears, heart-tearing cafes, 
Anxious sighs, untimely tears, 

Fly, fly to courts, 

Fly to fond worldlings' sports, 
Where strain'd Sardonic smiles* are.gloeiag still, 
And grief is forced to laugh against her will 

Where mirth's but mummery, 

And sorrows only real be. 

Fly from our country pastimes, fly, 
Sad troops of human misery. 

Come, serene looks, 

Clear as the crystal brooks, 
Or the pure azured heaven that smiles to tee 
The rich attendance on our noverty; 

Peace and a secure asmd, 

Which all men teak, we only find. 

Abused mortals ! did you, know 

Where joy, heart's ease, and comforts grow, 

You 'd scorn proud towers, 

And seek them in these bowers ; 
Where winds, sometimes, our woods perhaps may shake, 
- But blustering care conld never tempest make, 

Nor murmurs e'er come nigh us, 

Saving of fountains that glide by us. 

* 

Here 's no fantastic mask nor dance, 
But of our kids that frisk and prance; 

Nor wars are seen, 

Unless upon the green 
Two harmless lambs are Dutting one the other, 
Which done, both bleating run, each to his mother ; 

And wounds are never found, 

Save what the ploughshare gives the ground. 

Here are no entrapping baits, 
To hasten too, too hasty fates, 

Unless it be 

The fond credulity 

• Feigned, or forced sanies, from the word Sardon. the name of an herb, 
resembunsr sniaJlage, and growing in Sardinia, which being eaten by men, 
contracts the muscles, and excites laughter, even to death, vide Xrami 
AdagiatU, Ritw. 
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Of -illy fish, which (worldling like) at 
I'pon the bait, but never on the hunk : 

Nor envy, " 

The bird*. 



Go, let the d: 
For gents, hi 



i, for price a[ their iwi 
:k 



lvc what the den 



Congeal* upon each little spire nf grata, 

Which careless shepherds beat dona as they paw; 

And gold ne'er here apneara, 

Save what the yellow Ceres bean. 

Bless'd silent groves, oh, may you be. 
For ever, mirth's beat nursery*! 

May pure contents 

For ever pitch their tcnta 
Upon these downs, these meads, these rocks, these 
And peace still dumber by these purling fountsins ; 

Which we may every year 

Meet, when we come a-fishing here. 

Piicator. Trust roe, scholar, I thank you heartily for 
verses ; they be choicely good, and doubtless made by a lover 
of angling. Come now, drink a glass to n 
requite yon with another very good copy: it i 
(Ik* vanities of the world, anil sunn; say written by Sir Harry 
Wotton, who, I told you, was art excellent angler. But let 
them be writ by whom they will. he thai writ them had a brave 
soul, and must needs be possessed with happy thoughts a 
time of their composure : 

Farewell, ye gilded follies, pleasing troubles! 
Farewell, ye huuuin'i! rags, ye glorious bubbles ! 
Fame 'a but a hollow echo — gold, pure clay _ 
Honour, the darling but of one short day — . 
Beauty, th' eye s idol, but . dsmaalt'd skin — 
State, hut a golden priaon, to live in, 
And torture 'roe- born minds — eiobroider'd trains, 
Merely but pageants for proud iwelliog veins — 
And blood allied to greatness is alone 
Inherited, not purchased, nor our own. 

Fame, honour, brauty, state, train, blood, and birth, 

Are but the fading blossoms of the earth. 

I would be great, but that the sun doth itill 

I would be high; but see the proudest oak 
Most subject to the rending thunder-atruke — 

Dig in the bowels of Che richest mind — 
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I would be wise, but that I often sec 

Tiit ton suspected, whilst the m goes free — 

I would be Fair, but tee ibc fair and proud, 

Like the bright sun, oft letting in a cloud — 

I would be pn,.r, !.ut bum- tin' humble grass 

Still trampled on by each unworthy an, — 

Rich, hated — wise, suspected — acorn'd, if poor — 

Great, fear'd — fnir, tempted — high, still envied more; 

Great, high, rich, wise, nur fair, -1 poor I'll Uo rather. 

Would beauty's queen entitle me the fair — 
Fame speak me fortune's minion — could I " Tie 
Angela ' with India* — with a speaking eye 
Command bore heads, bon'd knees, strike justice dumb, 
well as blind and lame, or give a tongue 
rtonesby epitapha — .be called " great master," 
In the leuse rhymes of every poetaster — • 
Could I be more than any man that lives, 
Great, fair, rich, wise, all in superlatives, — 
Yet I more freely would these gifts resign, 

And hold one minute of this holy leisure 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure ! 

Welcome, pure thoughts 1 welcome, ye silent groves T 
These guests, these courts, my soul most dearly loves ! 
Now, the wing'd people of the aky "hall sicg 
My cheerful anthems to the gladsome spring : 
A prayer-book, now, shall be my looking-glass, 

Here dweU no hateful looks, no palace cares, 

No broken vows dwell here, nor pale-faced fears ; 

Then here I'll sit, and sigh my hut love's folly, 

And learn t' affect a holy melancholy : 
And if contentment be a stranger, then, 
I '11 ne'er look for it, but in heaven again. 



Venator. Well, matter, these verges he worthy to keep a 
room in every man's memory. 1 thank you for them ; and 1 
thiink you for your many instructions, which (God willing-) 1 
will not forget. And, as St Austin, in his Gm/esswns, (book 



sij-nily to " en m bare wealth. 1 
w ufbtVmat :■■ 



ipi'titinn ol tin- 



who uree the poverty uf her father i the bsfgir ehaUenets then, to " ilroii 
iijiti.'l-" srttfl liim, mill l.iitl^-'Mijftle* the purses of them all. 

The neis-hbiiurlKHid of Bethnal Green Is seldom '" 
with a tlRti representiiifl tti<- lli'traur, nnd tlir- d: 
elroppuur fold; the yon 



I 



21fl THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 

iv. chap. 3) commemorates the kj mines? or his friend Verecundus. 
for lending him and his companion a country house, because 
there they rested am! enjoyed themselves, free from the troubles 
of the world: so, having had [he like advantage, both by your 
conversation and the art you have taught me, I ought ever to 
do the like; lor, indeed, your company and discourse have 
been so useful and pleasant, that, 1 may truly say, 1 have only 
lived since I enjoyed them and turned angler, and not before. 
Nevertheless, here 1 must part with yon, here in this now sad 
place where 1 was so happy as first to meet you ; but 1 shall 
long for the ninth of May ; for then I hope again to enjoy your 
beloved company at the appointed time and place. And now [ 
wish for some somniferous potion, that might force me to sleep 
away the intermitted time ; which will pass away with me as 
tediously as it does with men in sorrow ; nevertheless, I will 
make it as short as I can, by my hopes and wishes : and. my 
good master, 1 will not forget the doctrine which you told me 
Socrates taught his scholars, that they should not think to be 
honoured so much for being philosophers, as to honour philo- 
sophy by their virtuous lives. You advised me to the like 
concerning niiglin-', iiwl I will endeavour to do so; and to live 
like those many worthy men, of which you made mention in 
the former part of your discourse. This is my firm resolution. 
And as u pious man advised his friend, that, to beget mortifica- 
tion, he should frtqoant churches, Mid view monuments and 
charnel-houses, and then and there consider how many dead 
bones time had piled tip at the gates of death : so when I would 
beget content, and increase confidence in the power, and 
wisdom, and providenre of Almighty God, I will walk the 
meadows, by some gliding stream, and there contemplate the 
lilies that take no care, and those very many other various little 
living creatures that are not only created, but fed (man knows 
not how) by the goodness of the God of Nature, and therefore 
trust in him. This is my purpose ; and so, " let every thing 
that hath breath praise the Lord." And let the blessing of St 
Feter's Master be with mine. 

Piscalor. And upon all that are lovers of virtue, and dare 
trust in His providence, and be quiet, and go a-angling. 

" STUDY TO BE alttET."— 1 TheSB. iv. 11. 




a] descriptluni uf 

in the foregoing pages, are abundantly sufficient fur the information of 
any mere angler. But these who ire carious to know the essential 
differences between the various species, are hereby recommended to a 
work entitled Ichthycgraphia, I. Siitoria Pactum, by Frjuris 
WiUoughby, Esq. fuL Dion. 1686 ; and to a portbumous work of that 
learned man and excellent naturalist, the Rev. Mr John Ray, entitled 
Synopsis Mcthodica Arium el Piscium, published by Dr Durham, 
in octavo, 1113. 

And whereas, in page I!i4, &c. n. it is hinted, that the history of 
aquatic insects is but little known; and this stupendous branch of 
natural science is well worthy of farther investigation ] the reader in 
hereby directed to the perusal of the Lift- ufthe Eplirmtrim, an insect 
little differing from our green and gray drake, translated from the Low 
Dutch of Dr Swammerdam, by Dr Edward Tyson, London, quarto, 
168 J. And for his farther information on this subject, we have added, 
u the Erst number of the Appendix to this work, a translation of a 
Synopsis of these creatures, drawn out from the observations uf the 
above Mr WiUoughby, and exhibited in Mr Ray's Mcthndu* Intectorum, 
mentioned by Dr Derham in his Phyiico- Theology, page 334.* 

It is not lor the improvement of angling alone, that the above 
authors ire referred to: the atudy of the works of nature is the 
meat effectual way to open and enlarge the mind, and excite in us the 
affections of reverence and gratitude towards that Being whose wisdom 
and goodness are discernible in the structure of the meanest reptile. 
Farther, " The wisdom of God receives small honour tram those 
vulgar heads that rudely stare about, and, with a gross rusticity, 
admire his works : those highly magnify him, whose judicious inquiry 
into his acts, and deliberate research into hii creatures, return the 
duty of a devout and learned admiration," — RtKgio Medici, sec 13. 
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Qui mihi non credit, feci&t licet ipse perktan : 
Et fcerit script!* equior ilk mcis . 



THE LIFE AND WRITINGS 



CHARLES COTTON, ESQ. 



Charles Cotton, Esq. was descended from an honourable 
family of the town and county of Southampton. His 
grandfather was Sir George Cotton, knight ; and his grand- 
mother, Cassandra, the heiress of a family named Mac- 
Williams I the issue of their marriage were, a daughter 
named Cassandra, who died unmarried, and a son named 
Charles, who, settling at Oviogden in the county of Sussex, 
married Olive, the daughter of Sir John Stanhope of Elvas- 
ton, in the county of Derby, knight, half brother to Philip 
the first Earl of Chesterfield, and ancestor of the present 
Earl of Harrington, and by her had issue Charles, the author 
of the ensuing dialogues. 

Of the elder Charles we learn, from unquestionable 
authority, that he was, even when young, a person of dis- 
tinguished parts and accomplishments; for in the enume- 
ration of those eminent persons whom Mr Hyde, afterward 
the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, chose for his friends and 
associates, while a student of the law, we find Mr Cotton 
mentioned, together with Ben Jonson, Mr Seldeu, Mr John 
Vaughan, afterward Lord Chief Justice, Sir Keuelm Digby, 
Mr Thomas May, the translator of Lucaii. and Thomas 
Carew, the poet. The character* of these several persons 
are exhibited, with the usual elegance and accuracy of their 



224 LIFE OF CHARLES COTTOW. 

author, in the LiJ'r oj Edward Earl of Clarrndon, written by 

himself, and lately published. That of Mr Cotton here 

" Charles Cotton was a gentleman born lo a competent 
fortune ; and so qualified in his person and education, that 
for many years he continued the greatest ornament of the 
town, in tae esteem of those who had been best bred. 
natural parts were very great, his wit flowing in all the parts 
of conversation ; the superstructure of learning not raised to 
a considerable height ; but having passed some years in 
Cambridge, and then in Trance, and conversing always with 
learned men, his expressions were ever proper and signifi- 
cant, and gave great lustre to his discourse upon any argu- 
ment i bo that he was thought by those who were not 
intimate with him, to have been much better acquainted 
with books than he was. He had all those qualities which 
in youth raise men to the reputation of being fine gentle- 
men ; such a pleasantness and gaiety of humour, such a 
sweetness and gentleness of nature, and such a civility and 
delightf illness in conversation, that no man in the court 01 
out of it appeared a more accomplished person : all tb 
extraordinary qualifications being supported by as extn 
dinary a clearness of courage and fearlessness of spirit, of 
which he gave too often manifestation. Some unhappy suits 
in law, and waste of his fortune in those suits, made some 
impression on bis mind; n-hich, being improved by domestic 
afflictions, and those indulgences to himself which di 
attend those afflictions, rendered his age less reverenced than 
his youth had been, and gave his best friends cause to have 
wished he had not lived so long." 

The younger Mr Cotton was born on the 28th day of 
April, 1630 ; and having, as we must suppose, received such 
a school education as qualified him for a university, he wat 
sent to Cambridge, where also his father had studied ; he 
had for his tutor Mr Ralph Rawson, once a fellow of Braxen- 
noie college, Oxford, but who had been ejected from his 
fellowship by the Parliament visitors, in 1648. This perton 
he has gratefully celebrated in a translation of an Ode jj" 
Johanna Secundus. 

What was the course of his studies, whether they tended 
to qualify him for either of the learned professions, or to 
furnish him with those endowments of general learning and 
polished manners which are requisite in the character of » 
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gentleman, we know not i it is, however, certain, that in the 
university he improved hie knowledge of the Greek and 
Human classics, jud became a perfect master of the French 
and Italian languages. 

But whatever were the views of his father in placing him 
at Cambridge, we find not that he betook himaeHj in 
earnest, to the pursuit of any lucrative profession : it is true, 
that in a poem of his writing, he hints that he had a smat- 
tering of the law, which he had gotten 

More by practice than reading : 

By Bitting t>' the bench, while olhcra were pleading. 

But it is rather probable, that, returning from the university 
to his father's, he addicted himself to the lighter kinds of 
study, and the improvement of a talent in poetry, of which 
he found himself possessed, and also that he might travel 
abroad ; for, in one of his poems,* he says he had been at 
Roan. His father having married a lady of a Derbyshire 
family, and she being the daughter and heiress of Edward 
Beresford, of Beresford and Ensun in Staffordshire, and of 
Bentley in the county of Derby, it may be presumed, that 
the descent of the family seat at Beresford to her, might 
have been the inducement with her husband to remove with 
his family from their first settlement at Ovingden, to Beres- 
ford, near Ashbourne in Derbyshire, and in the neighbour- 
hood of the Dove, a river that divides the counties of Derby 
and Stafford, and of which the reader will be told so much 
hereafter. 

And here we may suppose the younger Mr Cotton, 
tempted by the vicinity of a river plentifully stored with fish 
of the best kinds, to have chwu angling i'or his recreation; 
and looking upon it to be, what Walton rightly terms it, 
" an art," to have applied himself to the improvement of 
that branch of it, fishing with an artificial fly. To this end 
he made himself ;u.-i|iiuirilul with the nature of aquatic 
insects, with the forms ami colours of the several flies that 
are found on or near rivers, the times of their appearance 
and departure, and the methods <>l imitating them with furs, 
silks, feathers, and other material- : in all which researches 
be exercised such patience, industry, ami ingenuity, and 
succeeded so well, that having, in the following dialogue-;, 

■ The Wander, of the Ptak. 
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co m muni rated to the public the reatdt of his experience, lie 
must be deemed the great improver of this elegant recrea- 
tion, and a benefactor to his posterity. 

There is reason to think, that, after his leaving the 
university, he was received into his father's family ; for we 
are told that his father, being: a man of bright parts, gave 
him themes and authors whereon to exercise hia judgment 
and learning, even to the time of his entering into the state 
of matrimony ;* the first fruit of which exercises was, as it 
seems, hia Elegy on the gallant Lord I)erby.-[ 

In 1656, being then twenty-six years of age, and before 
any patrimony had descended to him, or he had any visible 
means of subsisting a family, he married a distant relation, 
Isabella, daughter of Sir Th'omas Hutchinson, of Ovrtliorp, 
in the county of Nottingham, knight.J The distress in 
which this step might have involved him was averted by 
the death of his father, in 1658, an event that put him into 

Eossessiou of the family estate : but from the character of 
is father, as given by Lord Clarendon, it cannot be sup- 
posed but that it was struggling with lawsuits, and laden 
with encumbrances. 

The great Lord Falkland was wont to say, that he "pitied 
unlearned gentlemen in rainy weather." Mr Cotton might 
possibly entertain the tame sentiment ; for, in this situation, 
we find that his employments were, study, for his delight 
and improvement, and fashing, for his recreation and health ; 
for each of which several employments we may suppose he 
chose the fittest times and seasons. 

In 1660 he published A Panegyric to Ifte King't Moil 
Excellent Mnjoty, a prose pamphlet, in folio, a copy of 
which is preserved in the library at the British Museum. 

In 1663 be published tin- Mural Philosophy of the Stoici, 
translated from the French of Monsieur de Vaii, president 
of the Parliament of Provence, in obedience, as the preface 
informs ua, to a command of his father, doubtless with 
a view to his improvement in the science of morality : and 
this, notwithstanding the book bad been translated by Dr 
James, the first keeper of the Bodleian library, above three, 
score years before. 

Hia next publication was Scarrotadet, or Virgil Tramtie, 
being Uiejirst booh ofl'irgil't JEneu, in Engliih burlesque, Svo. 
1664. Concerning which, undalso the fourth book, translated 



example is no authority ; and that were the merit of this 
practice greater than many men think it, those who admire 
the wit, the humour, and the learning of Hudibrns, cannot 
but be disgusted at the low buffoonery, the forced wit, and 
the coarseness and obscenity (if the Virgil Traeettit ; and 
yet the poem has its admirers, is tommended by Sir John 
Suckling, in his Seision of the Foeti, and bas passed fourteen 
editions. 

To say the truth, the absurdity of that species of the 
mock epic, which gives to princes the manners of the 
lowest of their inferiors, lias never been sufficiently noticed. 
In the instance before us, how is the poet embarrassed, 
when he describes Dido as exercising regal authority, and 
at the sume time employed in the meaneBt of domestic 
offices ; and ^neas, a person of royal descent, as a clown, 
a commander, and a common sailor 1 In the other kind of 
burlesque, namely, where the characters are elevated, no 
such difficulty interposes; grant but to Don Quixote and 
Sancho, to Hudibras and Ilalpho, the stations which Cer- 
vantes and Butler have respectively assigned them, and a)! 
their actions are consistent with their several characters. 

Soon after, he engaged in a more commendable employ- 
ment,— a translation of the Hittory of the Life of the Dtthe 
4'B*pernon, from 1598, where D'Avila's history ends, to 
1642, in twelve honks,. in which undertaking he was inter- 
rupted by an appointment to some place or post, which he 
hints at in the preface, but did not hold long ; as also by 
a sickness that delayed the publication until 1670, when the 
book came out in a folio volume, with a handsome dedica- 
tion to Dr Gilbert Sheldon, archbishop of Canterbury. 

In the same year, being the fortieth of his age, and having 
been honoured with a captain's commission in the army, 
he was drawn, by some occasion of business or interest, to 
visit Ireland, which event he bas recorded, with some 
particular circumstances touching the course of his life, in a 
burlesnue poem called A Voyage to Ireland, carelessly 
written, but abounding in humorous description, as will 
appear by the following extract (herefrom I — 
A guide I taii ynr, u-tm dem.iinltd eruot viilj 
For deducting m f in the ■mourns of Wii» ; 
Twenty good riullingi, -liith sure very lire* ii ! 
Yet thtt would net scivr, Lut I nmttbcarhii cblrga; 
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And yet, fnr ill [hat, rod* uttide on a beaut. 
The wnrtt tint e'er went un three legs. I prvtcat . 
It certainly m the moat ugly i>f jades ; 

Hi- hiiw and his rump made a right ice of spades ; 
His tidetwere two ladd.-ra, well kj>iir-i;»!!M wilhil ; 



tin colour, my pains and your trouble 1 'II sfl 
he creature wu wholly denuded of hair, 

..„.,eucha.t.be 
With i head like ; 



And, except for two things, aa hare aa my nail, 
A tuft of a mane, and a sprig nf a tail. 



The brains of a game, add the heart of a cat. 

E'en Fiieli was my guide, and his beast: let them put. 

The one for a boree, and the other aa ass. 

In this poem, he relates, with singular pleasantry, that, 
at Chester, coming out of church, lie wa9 taken notice of 
by the mayor ol' the city, for his rich garb, anJ particularly 
a gold belt that he then wore; and by him invited home to 
supper, and very hospitably entertained. 

In the same year, and also the year after, more correctly, 
he published a translation of the tragedy entitled J>j 
Horaces, i. e. The Horatii, from the French of Pierre 
Corneille; and, in 1674, the Fair One of Tarns, a novel, 
translated also from the French ; us also a translation of the 
Commentaries of Blaise de Montluc, marshal of France, a 
thrasonical gascon, (as Lord Herbert has shewn, in hi.' 
Hittoiy of Henry VIII,) far better skilled in the art* of 
night than of battle. 

Id 1675, Mr Cotton published two little books, — The 
Planter's Manna/, bring Instructions fur cultivating all torts 

J r Fruit Trees, octavo f and a burlesque of sundry select 
ialogues of Luoiau, with the title of Burlesque vpon 
Burlesque, or the Scoffer scoffed, duodecimo, which has much 
the same merit as the Virgil Traveilie. 

Angling having been the favourite recreation of Mr 
Cotton for many years before this, we cannot but suppnse 
that the publication of such a book as the Complete Angler 
of Mr Walton had attracted his notice, and probably 
eicited in him a desire to become acquainted with the 
author ; and that, setting aside other ci reams tancei. the 
advantageous situation of Mr Cotton, near the finest Trout 
river in the kingdom, might conduce to beget a great 
intimacy between them. For certain it is, that before the 
year 1676 they were united by the closest ties of friendship ; 
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Walton, aa also his son, had been frequent visitants to Mr 
Cotton, at Beresford ; who, tor (he accommodation of the 
former, no less thao of himself, had erected a fishing-house 
on the batik of the river, with a stone in the trout thereof, 
containing a cypher that incorported the initials of both 
their names. 

These circumstances, together with a formal adoption, 
by Walton, of Mr Cotton for hia son, that will he explained 
in its place, were doubtless the inducements with the latter 
to the wiiting of a second part of the Complete Angler, and 
therein to explain more fully the art of fishing either with 
a natural or an artificial fly, as also the various methods of 
making the latter. The book, as the author assures us, was 
written in the short space of ten days ; and first came 
abroad, with the fifth edition of the first part, in the above 
year, 1(576, and ever since the two parts have been con- 
sidered as one book. 

The second part of the Complete Angler is, apparently, an 
imitation of the first. It is a course of dialogues, between 
the author, shadowed under the name of Piscator, and a 
Traveller, the very person distinguished in the first part by 
the name of Venator, and whom Walton of a hunter had 
made an angler :* in which, besides the instructions there 
given, and the beautiful scenery of a wild and romantic 
country therein displayed, the urbanity, courtesy, and hospi- 
tality ofa well bred country gentleman, are represented to 
great advantage. 

This book might he thought to contain a delineation of 
the author's character ; and dispose the reader to think that 
be was delighted with his situation, content with his for- 
tunes and, in short, one of the happiest of men : but his 
next publication speaks a very ditiereul language ; for living 
in a country that abounds, above all others in this kingdom, 
in rocks, caverns, and subterraneous passages (objects that, 
to some minds, afford more delight than stately woods and 
fertile plains, rich enclosures, and other the milder beauties 
of rural nature,) he seems to have been prompted by no 
other than a sullen curiosity to eiplore the aecret3 of that 
nether world ; and surveying it rather with wonder than 
philosophical drliirht, to hnvir fjiven way to his disgust, in a 
description of the dreary and terrific scenes around and 
beneath him, in a poem (written, as it is said, in emulation 
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of Hobbes'a De MirabUibia Prcci.) entilled The Wonders 
rflhe Peak. This he first published in lfiSI ; and after- 
ward, with a new edition of the firgil Traneitie and the 
Burlrsque af Lucian. 

The only praise of this poem is ihc trelh of tbe represen- 
tations [herein contained; for il is a mean composition, 
inharmonious in the versification, and abounding in exple- 
tives. Of the spirit in which it is written, a judgment may 
tie formed from the following lines, part of the exordium -. — 

Durst I eipostulote with Providence, 

I ihen sliuulJ :-\. u li-.-ri'iii it,'.- innocence 

Of mv poor undesigning' infancy. 

Could Heaven offend Id inch a blink degree. 

As for th' nff.'nce to damn me to a place 

Where nature only suffers in disgrace ? 

and these other, equally splenetic : — 

Knviron'd round frith nature'^ shames and ills. 

Black heaths, wild rocks, black crags, and naked hills. 

So far was Mr Cotton from thinking;, with the Psalmist, 
" that his lot was fallen in a fair ground, or that be had a 
goodly heritage." 

But a greater, and to the world a more beneficial employ- 
ment, at this time solicited his attention. The old translation 
of Montaigne's Essays, by the " resolute" John Florin, a 
he styled himself, was become obsolete, mid the world wa 
impatient for a new one. Mr Cotton not only understood 
French with a critic! exactness, but was well acquainted 
with the almost barbarous dialect in which that book is 
written : and the freedom of opinion, and tbe general 
notions of men and things, which the author discovers, 
perhaps falling in with Mr Cotton's Sentiments of human 
life and manners, he undertook, and, in 1685, gave to the 
world, in a translation of that author, in three volumes, Svo. 
one of the most valuable books in the English language ; in 
short, a translation that, if it does not (and many think ii 
does in some res|n.T[« ) t::ir>si'.. ml, is wl nothing inferior li- 
the original. And, indeed, little less than this is to b< 
inferred from the testimony of the noble marquis to whoir. 
it is dedicated, who concludes a letter of his to Mr Cotton 
with this elegant encomium : " Pray believe, thai he who 
can translate such an author, without doing him wrong, 
must not only make me glad, but proud of being his ver) 
humble servant, Halifax." 
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These are the whole of Mr Cotton '■ writing*, published 
in his lifetime. Those that came abroad after his decease. 
were Poena on several Occtnioiu, 8vo. 1689, a bookseller's 
publication, tumbled into the world without preface, apology, 
or even correction, that will he spoken of hereafter; ami a 
translation from the French of llir Mrmi-ii-s nf the Sirttr dc 
Montis, published in 1694, by his son, Mr iieresford Cotton, 
and by him dedicated to the. then Duke of Ormooil, as 
having- been undertaken, and completed, at the request of 
the old duke, his pace's grandfather. 

It is too much to be feared, that the difficulties he 
laboured under, and, in short, the straitnc;* of his circum- 
stances, were the reasons that induced Mr Cotton to employ 
himself in writing ; and, in thai, so much more in transla- 
tion than original composition. For, first, by the way, they 
are greatly mistaken, who think that the business of writing 
for booksellers is a new occupation ; it is known, that 
Greene, Peacham, and Hovel, for a steal part of their lives 
Subsisted almost wholly by it ; though pQtbap* Mr Cottoo 
is the first instance of a gentleman by descent, and the 
inheritor of a fair estate, being reduced by a sad necessity 
to write for subsistence. But, secondly, whether through 
misfortune, or want of economy, or both, it may be collected 
from numberless passage* in his wriiiti^, that Mr Cotton's 
circumstances were narrow ; his estates encumbered with 
mortgages ; and his income less than sufficient for its 
maintenance in the part and character of a gentleman: why, 
else, those querulous exclamations against the clamour of 
creditors, the high rate of interest, and the extortion of 
usurers, that so frequently occur in his poems ? From 
which several particulars, it seems a natural, and, at the 
same time, a melancholy inference, that he was — not to 
say an author — a translator, probably, for hire; but, 
certainly, by profession. 

It is, of all employments, one of the most painful, to 
enumerate the misfortunes and sufferings of worthy and 
deserving men ; and, most so, of such as have been dis- 
tinguished for their natural or acquired endowments : but 
truth, and the laws of biographical history, oblige al! that 
undertake that kind of writing, to relate as well the adverse, 
as the prosperous events in the lives of those whom they 
mean to celebrate ; else, we would gladly omit to say, that 
Mr Cotton was, during the whole of his life, involved in 
difficulties. Lord Clarendon says of his father, that " He 



was engager! in lawsuits, and bad wasted his fortune >" and 
it cannot be supposed but ihnt his son inherited, id some 
degree, the venation and expense of uncertain litigation, 
together with the paternal estate : and might, finally, be 
divested of great part of it : farther we may suppose, that 
the easiness of his nature, <t in! a disposition to oblige others, 
amounting even to imbecility, laid him open to the arts of 
designing men, aud gave occasion to those complaints of 
ingratitude and neglect which we meet with in his eclogues, 
ones, and other of his writings. 

It is true, that he was never reduced by necessity to 
alienate the family estate : nor were his distresses uniformly 
extreme ; but they were at times severely pungent.* It is 
said, that the numerous pecuniary engagements into which 
he had entered, drew upon him the misfortune of personal 
restraint ; and that, during his confinement in one of the 
city prisons, he inscribed, on the wail of his apartment 
therein, these affecting lines i — 



And to aggravate these his afflictions, he had a wife whom 
he appears to have tenderly loved, and of whom, in an 
ironical poem, entitled the Jays vf Marriage, he speaks 
thus handsomely : — 



But, Bin! I love h 
Thut my love crest 
For if she be nut ol 
.Straight, diipleued 



hut lii* lucid »-i» mrrlt'd to liin. I i ., I.iii 1 1 -i 
,'.' 'in',- r'llM.'.r'.m' Hi, wall™ "\U tf« "of ihP 
li.oliof WliiI.ii^Ii, wilt. Iln- f,,:ioiviii,-.(;iii. 



I 






This lady, the delight of Km ln-art, and the partner of his 
sorrows, he had the misfortune to lose ; but in what period 
of hu Hie is not certain. 

We might flatter ourselves, that his sun set brighter thou 
it rose ; lor his second marriage, which was with the 
Countess Don-a^er nl' Anljrh.ia, who possessed a jointure 
of fifteen hundred a-year, and survived him, might suggest 
a hope that he might have been thereby enabled to 
extricate himself out of the greatest of his difficulties ; and, 
in reality, to enjoy that tranquillity of mind which he 
describes with so much feeling in tin* Stmizes Irreguliers: 
but this supposition seems to be contradicted by a fact, 
which the act of ad Ministration of his effects, upon his 
decease, disclost 1 -, namely, that the same was granted " to 
Elizabeth Bludworth, his principal creditrix ; the Hod. 
Mary Countess Dowager of Ardglass, his widow, Beres- 
ford Cotton, Esq., Olive Cotton, Catherine Cotton, Jane 
Cotton, and Mary Cotton, his natural and lawful children, 
first renouncing. 

The above act, bearing date the 12th day of S ; 
1687, fixes, perhaps, within is leu day-, the day of his di 
and describes) him as having lived in the parish of St James, 
Westminster : it also ascertains bis issue, tr""* - 
his first lady. 

There is a tradition current in his neighbourhood, that 
he had, by some sarcastic expression in his writings, so 
offended an aunt of his, that she revoked a clause in her 
will, whereby she had bequeathed to him au estate of five 
hundred pounds a-year : hut as two unlikely circumstances 
must concur to render ,-ueli a report credible, — great impru- 
dence in himself, and want of charity in her ; and there is 
no such offensive passage to he found in any of his writings, 
— we may presume the tradition to he groundless. 

Of the future fortunes of his descendants, little is known, 
save that, to his son, Beresford Cotton, was given a company 
iu a regiment of font, raised l,y ilie Earl of Derby for the 
service of King William ; and that one of his daughters 
became the wife of that eminent divine, Dr George 



s the oul) 
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Stanhope, dean of Canterbury, who, from his n 
same with that of Mr Cotton's mother, i 
have been distantly allied to the family. 

The above are the most remarkable particulars that a. 
this time are recoverable of the life of Mr Cotton. Hi< 
moral character is to be collected, ami indeed does natural U 
arise, out ot'tlie several sentiments contained in his writings 
more especially those in the Collection nf his Pormt above 
mentioned, which, consisting; of all such verses of his as 
the publishers could get together, — as, namely, Eclogue?, 
Odes, and Epistles to his Friends, and Translations from 
Ausoniue, Catullus, Martial, Mons. Maynard, Cornellle 
Benserade, Guarini, and others, — if perused with a se 
andindiscrirninatingeye, may perhaps be thought to r< 
no great credit on his memory ; fur many of them ai 
tnexctuably licentious, us to induce a suspicion that t 
author was but too well practised in the vices of the tc 
and yet it may be said ot the book, thai 
good poems he ever wrote. 

It is true that, for the looseness of his writings, and, if we 
may judge by them, of his manners, he deserves ceusure 
but, at the same time, it is to be noted, that he was a warm 
and steady friend, and a lover of such as he thought m 
worthy than himself ; of which last quality-, his attnebn 
to Mr Willi i,iL .Hi-i'l- tin' ■■.-l^jit'st proof. 

Nor did it derogate from the character of honest old h 
to contract and cherish an intimacy with one who, bein 
of the cavalier party, might have somewhat of the gallan 
not to say the rake, in him, and he guilty of some of tho» 
practices which it was the employment of Izaak's f* 
writings to discountenance. Mr Cotton was both a 
a scholar ; of an open, cheerful, and hospitable temper 
endowed with fine talents for conversation, and the courtei 
and affability of a gentleman ; and was, withal, as great 
proficient in the art, as a lover of I lie recreation, of anglio) 



but endear him to the good old man, whose charit 
practice it was, to resolve all the deviations from that 
of conduct which he had prescribed himself, not into Tic 
inclination, but error. 

But notwithstanding this creditable connection, and 
qualities above ascribed to him, Mr Cotton's moral chara 
must appear very ambiguous to any one that shall rerh 



on the subjects by him chosen for the exercise of his 
poetical talent, — a burlesque of an epic poem— aversion of 
the most licentious of Lucian's dialogues — and a ludicrous 
delineation of some of the most stupendous works of 
nature, — in all which we meet with sucli foul imagery, such 
obscene allusions, such offensive descriptions, such oilious 
comparisons, such coarse sentiment, and such filthy expres- 
sion, as could only proceed from a polluted imagination, and 
tend to excite loathing and contempt. 

On the other hand, there are, in his Poena on several 
Occasions, verses, to ladies in particular, of so courtly and 
elegant a turn, that, bating their incorrectness, they might 
vie with many of Waller and Cowley:* others there are, 
that bespeak him to have had a just sense of honour, 
loyalty, and moral rectitude ; as do these that follow, penned 
by him with a view to preserve the memory of a deceased 
friend : f 

Virtue, id those good times that bred good men, 



Stood i"..i- r.!u- 
But in this oil 

I ir-.iii rjii mi". 



pEou. act, to ftir"d*e 

ange of manners am 

■ . ■ '■ i_ I : u i ■ i in ili ill 

i rabble of this impi 
i* happy stone, that 



J^gJ 



: 



turn that the verses of 
>ucb b delightful How of 
to mui-h of the best purls of our nature mixed up 
fancy displayed, that one of oar most ilistin- 



leir courtly sr 
be praised, — 



.;;.■,. -.!■! 

■i w ■( 



s, nsn-palsie 
|M- -i with hh 



Hpidity of detail, and a profusion of fanciful comparisons, which 
indicate, on the pun of the poet, eiireiue ai-tiviry of intellect, and a 



find! 



ai'.| i minted with a 

ritlrl of the uc in 

all fut-jre collect™ 

t On a nionun 



To ige< yet unborn, BLblemah' ! riu4, 

s.il,- frnm tin- -n.ikt uf an inliliiiifiri hill 
Here, reader ! tirjie a puot'ii uuJ i-li'-lii 
world mortality; 
wns, uon.'.ll'd i! 

id glory ai hi* nuii.-nr l>lm 

Kir fur hi- priiKc't; and lii> toiiFitry'j Iri 



Who white hi 



A loj.1 



■■L.l 1. 1 1 1. 1 to Ilia llt»t rail, 






.\ rraotsa i.iili'i- ■■ 
Beloved he lived, m 
Fuller uf ■ 



And, t 



thud 



ru what nil ne shmilil, uul cannot be. 
To this it may be added, that in sundry part* of hi 
writings, and even in his poems, the evidences of piety it 
the author are discernible ; aniiiii^' llii'in is a paraphrase 01 
that noble and sublime hymn, the eighth Psalm. And L 
the poem entitled Stanza Jnegidiers, are the followi" 



That Mo 



I theK 






«-i.:l.nl r. 



<o still. 



And lastly, in the following hook, he, i 
Piscator, thus utters his own sentiment of a practice w 
few that love fishing, and have a sense of decorum, i 
to say of religion, would in these days of licence forbear ! 
" A worm is so sure a bait at all times that, excepting ir 
flood, I would I had laid a thousand pounds thai I did n 
kill fish, more or less, with it, winter or summer, every di . 
in the year ; those days always excepted that upon a mor 
serious account always ought so to be :"» whence it is ho 
just to infer, that the delight he luok in fishing wa* nee 
a temptation with him to profane the Sabbath. 

The inconsistences above pointed out, we 1 
perusers of his various writings to reconcile ; with t 
remark, that he must have possessed a mind well store 
with ideas, and habituated to reflections, who could * '' 
such versos as immediately follow this account, and, 
many respects, have been an amiable man, whom Walton 
could choose for his friend, and adopt for his son. — J. H. 
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MR IZAAK WALTON, THE ELDER. 



Mil, — Being 






.. .I..«l,.,. 



e years pint, 10 Riant mcyourfree 
attempted ; and observing you never retract 
any promise nben made in favour of your meanest friends, I accordingly 
expect to tee these following particular directions for the taking of a 
Trout, to wait upon your butter and inore general rules fnr all sorts of 
angling. And though mine be neither to perfect, to well digested, nor 
indeed bo hnndsomelv couched, 11 they might have been, in bo long a 
time as since your leave was granted, ye 1 1 tUre affirm them lo be generally 
true; and they had apiicared, ton, in something a neater drees, but that 
I was surprised with the Miilrflen news of a Hidden new edition of your 
Complete Angler ; so that, having but a little more than ten days' time 
to turn me in, and ruh up my memory. ( for in truth, 1 have not, in all 
this long time, thuugh I have often thought on't, and almost as often 
revolved to go presently about it, I I wns forced, npnn the instant, tn 
•eribWe what I here present you, whirli 1 have also endearuurrd to 
accommodate to your own method. And, if mine he clear enough for 
the hunest brothers of the angle readilv to understand, Iwhioh is the 
only thing I aim at,) then I have my end ; and shall need tn make on 
farther apology ; i writing of this kind not requiring (if I were mailer 
of any such thing) any eloquence to Bet it off or recommend it; so that 
if you, in your better judgment, or kindnej* rather, tain allow it passable 
for a thing of this nature, you will then do me honour if the cipher fbied 
and carved in the front of my little fishing -houie may be here explained : 
and to permit me to attend you in public, who, in private, have ever 



r. 



Your moat affectionate son and servant, 

CHARLES COTTON. 




CHARLES COTTON, ESQ. 



You now see I have returned you your very pleasant and useful d 
course of The .drr u/ Fly Fishing, printed just as it was 

you havt ventured to fii upon me in it. And when I have 

for them, as the effects of an uu dissembled love, then, lei me tell you, 

sir, Hut I will nail) andtwmr to liva up to the character you 1 




«o well, and alway» think i 


Jfer by a 


mistake in your jud 


Eir, I h 


ave ventured to nil a 


asc, for 


he reader's clearer u 




so, and the pleasant 




ao to give him a Cop 






■ad te 


much of your own n 



,, yet li, 



Kik, may not, £ 






<(/nn 






./,:; n: 



aich he may see a good picru 
lind, too, as will make any readp 
(nerous soul, to luve you the better. I euntei 
that fur doing this you may jiutly judge, me too bold : if you do, I ■,- 
my so too ; and hi i'ii ri.Lhkiule t\-r mj nllenee, liiiil, though 1 lie mi. 
than n hundred miles from you, and in tlie eighty-third year of III 
yet 1 will forget both, and neit month begin a pilgrimage to be 
pardon ; for 1 would die in four favour, and till then "ill live, 



le Father, * end Friend, 
1ZAAK WALTON" 




THE RETIREMENT. 

STANZES IRREGULIERS, TO MR IZAAK WALTON. 

Farewell, thou busy world, and may 
We never meet again ; 
Here I can eat, and sleep, and pray, 
And do more rood in one snort day 
Than he who his whole ace out-wears ' 
Upon the most conspicuous theatres, 
Where nought but vanity and vice appears. 

Good God ! how sweet are all things here I 
How beautiful the fields appear ! 

How cleanly do we feed and lie ! 
Lord ! what good hours do we keep ! 
How quietly we sleep ! 

What peace, what unanimity ! 
How innocent from the lewd fashion, 
Is all our business, all our recreation ! 

Oh, how happy here 's our leisure ! . 
Oh, how innocent our pleasure ! 
O ye valleys ! O ye mountains ! 
O ye groves, and crystal fountains ! 
How I love, at liberty, 
By turns to come and visit ye ! 

Dear Solitude, the soul's best friend, 
That man acquainted with himself dost make, 
And all his Maker's wonders to intend, 
With thee I here converse at will, 
And would be glad to do so still, 
For it is thou alone that keep 'st the soul awake. 

How calm and quiet a delight 

Is it, alone, 
To read and meditate and write, 

By none offended, and offending none ! 
To walk, ride, sit, or sleep at one's own ease, 
And, pleasing a man's self, none other to displease. 

my beloved nymph, fair Dove, 
Princess of rivers, now I love 

Upon thy flowery banks to lie, 
And view thy silver stream, 
When gilded by a summer's beam ! 
And in it all thy wanton fry, 
Playing at liberty, 
And with my angle, upon them 
The all of treachery 

1 ever learn'd, industriously to try ! 



Such streams Rnmt'n yellow Tiber cannal show, 
The Iberian Tagus or Lignrian Po, 
ThL' Km*, <"e Danube, ami the Rhine 
Are puddle water all lomparrd with thine; 
And Loire's pure streams yet too polluted are 
WiTh thine, much purer to compare ; 
The rapid Garonne and the winding Seine 
Are both too mean. 
Beloved Dove, with thee 

Nay, Tame and bus, when conjoin'd, submit, 
And lay their trophies at thy silver (est. 



How dearly & 

Giddy with pleasurt 

And, from the valca, 

my beloved eaves 

id ;ill ami. " 



o ri™ Hit utUfc heights «bove I 

n Itii; star's heat, 

lie retreat; 



What safety, privacy, «hat true delight, 
In the artificial night 

Your rioomy entrails make, 

Have I taken, do I take ! 
How oft, when grief has made me By, 
To hide me from society, 
E'en of my dearest friends, have I, 
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THE 

:OMPLETE ANGLER. 

PART SECOND. 
CHAPTER I. 



flsCATOB JUNIOB, AMU V1ATO&. 

'.or. You are happily overtaken, sir : may a man be so 
bold as to inquire how far you travel this way? 

Viatar. Yes, sure, sir, very freely ; though it be a question 
I cannot very well resolve you, as not knowing myself how far 
it is lo Ashliom, where I intend to-night to tidse up iny inn. 

Piscalor. Why then, sir, feeing 1 perceive you to be a stran- 
ger in these parts, 1 shall take upon tile to inform you, that 
from the town you last came through, railed Brelsford," it is 
five miles ; and you are not yet above luJf a mile on this side. 

Viator. So much ! I was told it was but ten miles^ f'om 
Derby, and methinks I have rode alinoit *J far already. 

Pacalor. Oh, sir, find no fault with large measure of good 
land, which Derbyshire abounds iu, as much as most counties 
of England. 

Viator. It may be so ; and good land, 1 confess, affords a 
pleasant prospect: but, by yrmr i!'.'ud !o:ivc-, sir, large measure or 
foul way is not altogether so acceptable. 

Piicator. True, sir; but the foul way serves to justify the 
fertility of the soil, according to the proverb, " There is good 
land where there is foul way:" and is of good use to inform you 
of the riches of tha euuntry you are coma into, and of its con- 
tinual travel and traffic lo tlie country town yoo came from. 
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which is also very observable by the foulness of its road, 
the leaden horses TOO meet every where upon the way. 

Viator. Well, sir! I will be can tent to think as well of your 
country as you would desire. And I shall have a great deal of 
reason both to think and to speak very well of you, if I may 
obtain the happiness of your company to the forcmentioned 
place, provided your affairs lead you that way, and that they 
will permit you to slack vour pace, out of complacency to 
traveller utterly a stranger in these parts, and who am still t 
wonder farther out of my own knowledge. 

Piscator. Sir, you invite me to my own advantage. And 
am ready to attend you, my way lying through that town; bu 
■iiv business, that is, my home, some miles beyond it ; however, 
I shall have time enough to lodge you in your quarters, and 
afterward to perform my own journey. In the me 
jire the end of your journey 
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Piscator. From thence, sir! I do not then wonder you should 
appear dissatisfied with the length of the miles, and the foul- 
ness of the way : though I urn sorry you should begin lo quarrel 
wiiti them in soon ; for brliovv in,-. ; ir. you will find the miVs 
much longer, and the way much worse, before you come 
■, i.'iir journey's end. 

Viator. Why, trulv, sir ! for that 1 am prepared to eipi 
the worst; but me thinks the way is mended since I had t 
good fortune to fall into your good company. 

Piscator. You are not obliged to my company for that, b 
because you are already past the worst, and the greatest part of 
your way to your lodging. 

Viator. I am very glad to hear it, both for the euae of myself 
and my horse; hut especially, because I may then espeet 
freer enjoyment of your conversation : though the shortness of 
the way will, I fear, make me lose it the sooner. 

Piscator. That, sir, is not worth your care : and 1 am 

£>u deserve much better for being content with ■ "' 
ut we have already talked away two miles of your journey: 
for, from the brook before us, that runs at the foot of this sandy 
hill, you have but three miles to Ashborn. 

Viator. I meet, everywhere in this country, withi 

brooks; and they look ns if they. were full of fish : have they 
not Trouts in them ? 

Piscator. That is a question which is to be excused 
stranger, as you arc: orhurwise. give me leave to tell you.it 
would seem a land of affront to our country, to make a doubt 
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of what we pretend to be famous fnr, next, if not before, our 
malt, wool, lead, and coal ; for you are to understand, that we 
think we have as many fine rivers, rivulets, and brooks, as any 
country whatever; and they are all full of Trouta, and some 
of them the best fit is said) by many degrees, in England. 

Viator. I was first, sir, in lave with you ; and now shall be 
so enamoured of your country, by this account you give me of 
i to wish myself a Derbyshire man, or, at least, thai I might 
in it : for you must know 1 am a pretender to the angle, 
, doubtless, a Trout affords the most pleasure to the angler 
of any sort of fish whatever ; and the best Trouts must needs 
make the best sport ; but this brook, and some others I have 
met with upon this way, arc too full of wood for that recreation. 

Piacoter. This, sir!" why this, and several others like it, 
which you have passed, and some that you are like to pass, 
have scarce any name amongst us ; but we can sbew you as 
tine rivers, and as clear from wood, or any other encumbrance 
to binder an angler, as any you ever saw ; and for clear beautiful 
streams, Hantshire itself, by Mr Izaak Walton's good leave, can 
shew none such, nor, 1 think, any country in Europe. 

Fiafor. You go far, sir, in the praise of your country rivers, 
and, I perceive, have read Mr Walton's Complete Angler, by 
vour naming of Hantshire ; and, I pray, what is your opinion of 
that book ? 

Piicafor. My opinion of Mr Wilton's book is the same with 
every man's that understands any thing of the art of angling, — . 
that it is an excellent good one, and that the forementioned 
gentleman understands as much of fish and fishing as any man 
living. But 1 must tell you, farther, that I have the happiness 
to know his person, and to be I III In mill) acquainted with him ; 
and, in him, to know the worthiest man, and to enjoy the best 
and the truest Friend any man ever had ; nav, 1 shall yet 
acquaint you farther, that he gives me leave to call him lather, 
and I hope is not yet ashamed to own me for his adopted son. 

Viator. In earnest, sir, 1 am ravished to meet with a friend 
of Mr Izaak Walton's, and one that does him bo much right in 
so good and true a character: for T must boast to you, that I 
have the good fortune to know him too. and came acquainted 
with him much after the same manner an 1 do with you — that he 
was my master, who first taught me to love angling, and then 
to become an angler— and, to be plain with you, I am the very 
man deciphered in his book under the name of " Venator;" for 
I was wholly addicted to the chaw, till be taught me as good, 
a more quiet, innocent, and less dangerous diversion. 

Piscator. Sir, I think myself happy in your acquaintance; 
and, before we part, shall entreat leave to embrace you. You 
have said enough to recommend you to my best opinion ; for my 
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father Walton will he seen twice in no man's company he does 
nut like, and likes none but such as lie believes to be very honest 
men, which is one of the best arguments, or at least of the best 
testimonies I have, that 1 Either mil, or that lie thinks me one 
of those, seeing I have nut. jet fount) him weary of me. 

FiBior. You speak like a true friend, and, in doing so, render 
yourself worthy of fail friendship. May 1 be so bold us to ask 

Piscuier. Yes, surely, sir; and, if you please, s much nicer 

question : my name is , and I intend to stay long enough 

iu yonr company, if I find you do not dislike mine, to ask yours 
too. In the meantime, (because we are now almost at Ashborn.) 
I shall freely and bluntly tell you, that i bib a brother of the 
angle too, and, perad venture, can give you some instructions 
bow to angle for a Trout in a clear river, that my father Walton 
himself will not diaapproYe, though he did cither purposely 
omit, or did not remember them, when you and he sat dis- 
coursing under the sycamore tree. And, being you have already 
told me whither jiiur journey ii i mended, and that 1 am better 
acquainted with the country than you are, 1 will heartily and 
earnestly entreat you will not think of staying at this town, but 
go on with me six miles farther lo my house, where you shall 
be extremely welcome; it is directly in your way, we have day 
enough to perform our journey, and, as you like your enter- 
tainment, you may there repusc yourself a day or two, or as 
many more as your occasions will permit, to recompense the 
trouble of so much a longer journey. 

Viator. Sir, you surprise rue with so friendly an invitation, 
upon so short acquaintance; but how advantageous soever it 
would be to me, and I lint my haste, perhaps, is not so great liul 
it might dispense with such a divcrtisemeut as I promhK myself 
in your company, yet I cannot, in modesty, accept your offer, 
and must therefore bee; your pardon : I could otherwise, I con- 
fess, be glad to wait upon you, if upon no other account but lo 



.nous m B) 
■e able to give me for the deceiving a Trout, in which art 
i wiu not deny but that I have on ambition to be one of rhv 
greatest deceivers; though 1 cannot forbear freely to tell you. 
that 1 think it hard to say much mure than has been read to in 
upon (hat subject. 

Piwator. Well, sir, I grant that, too ; but you must know, 
that the varietv of rivers require different wtiys of angiitis: : 
however, you shall have the belt rules 1 am able to give, and I 
will tell you nothing 1 have nut made myself is certain of, a- 
any man can be in thirty ycrtM' experience, (for so long I have 
been a dabbler in that art ;) and that, if you please to stay a fen 
days, you shall, in a very great measure, see made good to you. 
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But of thai hereafter : and now, sir, if 1 am not mistaken, I 
have half overcome you; and thai I may wholly conquer thai 
modesty of your*. I will take upon tne to be so familiar as to 
say, yon must accept my invitation : cbieli. ihat you may the 
more easily tw persuaded to do, I will tell you, that my iiouse 
stands upon the margin (if one of ilie finest liter? for Trouts 
and Grayling in England — that I have lately built a little 
fishing house upon it, dedicated to anglers, over the door of 
which you will see the two first letters of my father Walton** 
name and mine, twisted in cipher — that you shall lie in the 
same bed he has sometimes been contented with, and have such 
country entertainment as my friends sometimes accept, and be 
as welcome, too, as the best friend of them all. 

Viator. No (loubt, sir, but my master Walton Found good 
reason to be satisfied with his entertainment in your house ; for 
you who are so friendly to a mere stranger, who deserves so 
■little, must needs be exceeding kind and free to him who 

Pisctitor. Believe me, no : and such as are intimately ac- 
quainted with that gentleman, know him to be a man who will 
not endure to be iri-uieil like a -ming-pr. So that his acceptation 
of my poor entertainment has ever been a pure effect of his own 
humility and good jiunnv, .mil nothing else. Hut, sir, we are 
now going down tin- Spittle Hill iutti the town ; and, therefore, 
let me importune yon suddenly to resolve, rmd most earnestly 
not to deny me. 

Viator. In truth, sir, 1 am so overcome by your bounty, that 
I find I cannot, but must rentier myself wholly to he disposed 



o my conduit, we will only r.-all arid drink a glass on horse- 
back at the Talhot, and away. 

Viator. I attend you. But what pretty river is this, that 
runs under this stone bridge ? has it a name ? 

Piscator. Yes, it is called Henmore ;* mid has in it both 
Trout and Grayling ; but you will meet with one or two better 
anon. And so soon as we are past through the town, I will 
endeavour, bv such discourse as best likes you, to pass away 
the time till yon come to your ill quarters. 

Fioior. We can talk of nothing with which I shall he more 
delighted than of rivers and angling. 
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a London 
to drink wine in the Peak. 

Piscatar. You are in the right : and yet, let me tell you, you 
may drink worse French wine in many taverns in London than 
they have sometimes at this house. What, ho! bring us a 
Mag™ of your beet ale — And now, sir, ray service to you : a 
good health to the honest gentleman you know of, and you are 
welcome into the Peak. 

Viator, I thank you, sir, and present you ray service again, 
and to all the hi mew brothers of the angle, 

Piscator. I'll pledge you, sir: so, there's for your ale, and 
farewell. Come, sir. let us be going, for the sun prows low. 
and I would have you look about you ax you ride ; for you will 
see an odd country, and sight; that will seem strange to you. 

CHAPTER II. 



Viator. Bless me ! what mountains are here I are we not in 
Wales?* 

Piscatar. No, hut in almost as mountainous a ciwntry : and 
yet these hills, though high, bleak, and craggy, breed and feed 
good beef and mutton above ground, and afford good store of 
lead within. 

Viator. They had need of all those commodities to make 
amends for the ill landscape: but I hope our way does not be 
over any of these, f»r I dread a precipice. 

Piicotor. Believe me, but it does : and down one especialli , 
that will appear a little terrible to a stranger ; though the way 
is passable enough, and so passable that we who are natives oC 
these mountains, and acquainted with them, disdain to alight. 

Viator. 1 hope, though, that a foreigner is privileged to us- 
his own discretion, and that I may have the liberty to ' 
my neck to the fidelity of my own feet, rather than ' 
my horse, for I have no more at home. 
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Puattor. 'Twere hard else. But, in the meantime, I think 
'twere best, while this way ii pretty even, to mend our pace, 
that we may be past that hill I speak of, to the end your appre- 
hension may not be doubled for want of light to discern the 
easiness of the descent. 

Viator. 1 inn willing to put forward as fast as my beast will 
give me leave, though I fear nothing in your company. But 
what pretty river is thia we are going into? 

Piicator. Why this, sir, is called Bently Brook,* and is full 
Of very good Trout and Grayling, but so encumbered with wood 
in many places, as is troublesome to an angler. 

Viator. Here are the prettiest rivers, and the moft of tiiem, 
in this country that ever 1 s»w : do joa know how many you 
have in the country? 

Piicator. I know them all, and they were not hard to reckon, 
were it worth the trouble : hut the most considerable of them I 
will presently name you. And to begin where we now are, for 
you must know we are now upon the very skirts of Derbyshire, 
we have, first, the river Dove, that we shall come to by and 
by, which divides the two counties of Derby and Stafford for 
many miles together, and is so called from the swiftness of its 
eurrent, and that swiftness occasioned by the declivity of its 
course, and by being so strained in that course betwixt the 
rocks, by which (and those very high ones) it is, hereabout, for 
four or five miles, confined into a very narrow stream ; a river 
that from a OOBtMBptlhh foiiiitnir), which 1 can cover with my 
hat, by the confluence nf other rivers, rivulets, brooks, and rills, 
is swelled, before it falls into Trent, a little below Eggington, 
where it loses the name, to such a breadth and depth as to be in 
most places navigable, were not the passage frequently interrup- 
ted with fords and weirs ; and has us fertile banks as any river 
in England, none excepted. And this rivet, from its head for a 
mile or two, is a black water, as all the rest of the Derbyshire 
rivers of note originally are, for tbey all spring from the mosses ; 
but is in a few miles' travel so clarified by the addition of several 
clear and very great springs, bigger than itself, which gush out 
of the limestone rocks, that before it comes to my house, which 
is but six or seven miles from its source, you will find it one of 
the purest crystalline streams you have seeji.f 

hllhrm.l ,: ;. it in the old road. ' 

t Bttwtin Bmaafonl Hall ml Aibbauni 11m Do.a Dal*, whom crnled 
rlUTi ml ■wilt tomntl are agato oollcad by Mr Cotton, in hi. Wimiier, of 
thlPKt. Through thU lim-ularly .1- . ■[..:■ -> for about 

two mil«", FhaaMBf ill none, In morion, audita uppearanot perpetually, 
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Viator. Does Trent spring in these parts ? 

Piscatvr. Ye* in ;li. -■ :iinty, but 

where towards the upper end of Si affords hire, I think not far 
from a place tailed Trentbain ; mid thence runs drnvii, not fir 
from Stafford, to Wolsly Bridge, and washing the skirts and 
purlieus of the fort^i of Vfdivuo<], runs down to Burton in the 
same county : thence it comes into this, where we now ire, and 
running by Swarkston and Dunnuigton, receives Derwent at 
Wildon ; and so to Nottingham; thence, to Newark; and, by 
Gainsborough, to Kingston-upon-Hull, where it takes thenamc 
of Humber, and thence falls into the sea; but that the map will 
best inform you. 

Viator. Know you whence this river Trent derives its name ? 

Piscatnr, No, indeed ; and yet 1 have heard it often dis- 
coursed upon : when some have given its denomination from the 
forennmed Trentbam, thoujrh that seems rather a derivativer 
from it : others have said it is so called from thirty rivers that 
fall into it, and there lose their names ; which cannot be. 
neither, because it carries that name from its very fountain, 
before any other rivers full into it; others derive it from thirty 
several sorts offish that breed there ; and that is the most likely 
derivation ; but be it how it will, it is doubtless one of the finest 
rivers in the world, and the most abounding with excellent 
Salmon, and all sorts of delicate fish. 

Viator. Pardon me, sir, for tempting you into this digreaaion ; 
and then proceed to your other rivers, for 1 am mightily 
delighted with this discourse. 

Pisaitur. It was no interruption, but a very seasonable 
question ; for Trent is not only one of our Derbyshire riven, 
but the chief of them, and into which all the rest pay the 
tribute of their name*, which I had, perhaps, forgot to insist 
upon, being got to the other end of the county, had you not 
awoke my memory. But 1 will now proceed. And the next 
river of note, for 1 will rake them as they lie eastward froai 
us, is the river Wye; 1 say of note, for we have two le»««r 
betwiit us and it, namely Lalbkin and liradford, of which 
Lathkin is, by many degrees, the purest and most transparent 
stream that 1 ever yet saw, either at home or abroad, and 
breeds, it is said, the reddest and the best Trouts in England: 
but neither of these are to be reputed rivers, being no better 
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(ban great spring?. The river Wye, then, has its source near 
unto Buxton, a town some, tin milt's I'roni tuni.-e, famous for a 
warm bath, and which you are to rioV through in your way to 
Manchester; a black water, too, at the fountain, but, by .the 
same reason with Dove, becomes very soon a most delicate clcjr 
river, and breeds admirable Trout and Grayling, reputed by 
those who, by living t]wii in l)ii[ifc=, are partial to it, the best 
of anv : and this, ruiminir down by Ashford, Bake well, and 
Haddcn, at a town a little lower, called Rowcsly, falls into 
Derweut. ami there | ( ,ses it- nanny" The next in uriler is 
Derwent, a black water too. nntl that not only from its fountain, 
but quite through its proeress, not having these crystal springs 
to wash and cle^ii-t' i; which the lira foremen tinned have, but 
abounds with Trout mid Grueling, such as they are, towards 
its source, and with Salmon below. And this river, from the 
upper mil utmost part of lhi- COaal e, where it springs, taking 
its course by Chatsworth, Darley, Matlock, Derby, Burrow 
Ash, and Awbersnn, falls into Trent, at a place culled Wildon; 
and there loses its name. The east side of this county of 
Derby is bounded by little incijii-ir.li'ralili.' rivers, as Awber, 
Eroways, and the like, scarce worth naming, but Trouty too ; 
and farther we are not to inquire. But, sir, I have carried you, 
11 may say, by water, til] « 



all the rest ;) and therefore prepare yourself to be a little 
frightened. 

Viator. Sir, I see you would fortify me, that I should not 
shame myself ; but 1 dare follow where yon please to lead me. 
And I see no danger yet ; for the descent, methinks, is thus far 
green, even, and easy. 

Pacatoe. You wit) like it worse presently, when you come 
to tho brow of the hill : and now we are there, what think 
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Viator. What do I think ? why, I think it the strangest place 
that ever, sure, men and horses went down ; and that, if there 
lie any safety at all, the safest way is to alight. 

Fixator. I think so too. for you who are mounted upon a 
beast not acquainted with these slippery stones : and though I 
. frequently ride down, I will alight, too to bear you company, 
and to lead you the way. And, if you please, my man shall 
lead your horse. 

Viator. Marry, sir! and thank you too: for I am afraid 1 
shall have enough to do to look to myself: and, with my 
horse in my hand, should be in a double fear, both of breaking 
my neck, and my horse's falling on me, for it is as steep as a 
Penthouse. 



Viator. Would 1 were well down though! Hoist thee! 
there '» one fait 'scape! these stones are so slippery I cannot 
stand ! yet again ! 1 think I were best lay my heels in my neck 
and tumble down. 

Fixator. If yon think your heels will defend your neck, that 
is the way to be soon at the bottom. Hut give me your hand 
at this broad stone, and then tbe worst is past. 

Viator. I thank you, sir, I am now past it, 1 can go myself. 
What's here? the sign of a bridge ? Do jou use to travel' with 
wheelbarrows in this country ? 

Fiscator. Not that 1 ever saw, sir : why do you ask that 
question ? 

Viator. Because, this bridge certainly was made for nothing 
else : why! a mouse can hardly go over it : it is not 
fingers broad. 

Fiscator. You are pleasant, and 1 am glad to see you so; but 
I have rid over the bndgc many a dark night. 

Viator. Why, according to the French proverb, and il 
good one, among a great umnv of worse sense and sound 
language abounds in, Ce i/ue Ditu garde, est bis* garde. They 
whom God takes care of, are in safe protection : but, let m 
tell you, 1 would not ride over it for a thousand pounds, in 
fall off it for two : and yet 1 think 1 dare venture on fool 
though if you were not by to laugh at me, I should do it on all 

Piseator. Well, sir, your mirth becomes you, and 1 

glad to see you safe over, and now you are welcome (Ma 
Staffordshire. 

I'lntor. How, r-"» :<f ii irrf seilt-i? ' What do I there, trow? there 
is not a word of Staffordshire in all my direction. 
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Piicator. You see you are betrayed into it, but it shall be in 
order to something that will make amends : and it is but an ill 
mile or two out of your way. 

Viator. I believe all things, sir, and doubt nothing. Is this 
your beloved river Dove '! It is clear and swift indeed, hot a 
very little one. 

Piacator. You see it here at the -worst : we shall come to it 
anon again, after (wo miles riding, and so near as to lie upon 
the very banks. 

Viator. Would we were there once : but 1 hope we have no 
more of these Alps to pass over. 

Piicator. No, no, sir, only this ascent before you, which you 
aee is not very uneasy, and then you will no more quarrel with 
your way. 

Viator. Well, if ever I come to London, of which many a 
man there, if he were in my place, would make a question, 1 
will sit dovm and write my travels ; and, like Tom Coriate, * 

lllt'ijinr 'niil.I.'." OJ Jii^ |.|i:itFi.-|i.r, nr. 
less. He travail*! !...|, hjiJ, In that tour, walked 
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ne, thuu Mahometan! drat thou, in sadness, call me GiaolJ "— " Thntl 
tin," iin.jlh he.—" Then," quoth lie, "in vers >i.W •ii.Iii.-., 1 r.-t..rt tint 

■■!.;.i:,..ini irorl in thy throat, and toll thro plr.i.ilv, I'ml I :- M 

akd thou ait a Ciaur." He cnnr!iidi-t< thus : ■' <;n to, Ih.-u, r i;,i-,. 

belie»*r:tl.,<-",l.yt]irii,.iurmiwii rni-n.,,. 
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am charge. Pray what do you tall this hill 



print them at n 

Pueator. We rail it Hanson Toot. 

Viator. Why. farewell, Hanson Toot ! I'll no more on thef : 
I'll go twenty mile.- about first. Puh! I sweat (hat my shirt 
slick- to my back. 

PvKolar. Come, sir, now we are up the hill ; ami now 
how do you ? 

Viator. Why, very well, t humbly thank you, sir, anil warm 
What have we here — a church? 




in honest man, a very pretty church. Have you durdua 

Ab country, sir ? 

t?*i '^"i l . 1 £^. h,, . =1 ' Ij. 1 ,',',"' ";" V ' V"'- 1-1 -i-"-', i" 11 ','',■''■"■' "- '".V ~ 1,al ' ■ """A"™'"" 1 

>i*i."" ty0UW t '"" , ' v ' e " D,i ' '" tn * wtimtrr «i 

j, arr«inn#d liv drink in ir mirk at Sunt, In 1KI7, 

. . Inrnin-an Mnv in a iiniirl-. w,ii„ m .. „.j M , i, |,. , .11. ,| 

, unilfi this ■irriini-iiiiii-,. 1I11' rn-kuc in rlu- tr-xt i< ftmuit- i 

iillwioii. S.... A!h,„. <>.,■■■: «■..!. i ,-,.!. la>j i-;<^i-*Pilgrim.p^1i.t in -.k 
i'Iuiii. I" ; t'.irim^'f I.,Heelr..M <r„ 1 .„■,,(...■ /;,. f ;,-,-.,/ V,.i-.,/, qiiirlo. WIS' 
..L.iJnivc iill,T.-iTv'. I-.,,,,:'., !„■].. iv ,il.-ii. til.. , Lijt!i..rn li,.rrofiv»i,Ml^ 
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Piscotor. You see we have i but had you seen none, why 
should you make that doubt, sir ? 

Viator. Why, if you will not he angry, I 'II tell you, — I 
thought myself a stage or two beyond Christendom. 

Pitcatar. Come! come I we'll reconcile you to our country 
before we part with you, if chewing you good sport with 
angling will do it. 

Viator. My respect to you, and that together, may do much, 
sir ; otherwise, to be plain with yon, 1 do not find myself much 
inclined that way. 

Piscatar. Well, sir, your raillery upon our mountains has 
brought us almost home ; and look you where the same river 
of Dove has again met us to bid you welcome, and to invite you 

Viator. Is this the same we saw at the foot of Penmen 
Maure ? It is a much finer river here. 

Piscator. It will appear vet much finer to-morrow But look 

you, air, here appears the house, that is now like to be your inn, 
for want of a better. 

Vi/itor. It appears on a sudden, but not before 'twas look'd 
for; it stands prettily, and here's wood about it too, but so 
young, as appears to be of your own planting. 

Paeator. It is so; will it please you to alight, sir? And 

now permit me, after all your pains and dangers, to take you 

in my arras, and to assure you, that you are infinitely welcome. 

Viator. 1 thank you, sir, and am glad, with all my heart, I 

am here ; for. in duwnright truth, 1 am exceeding weary. 

PUeator, You will sleep so much the better ; you shall 

presently have a tight supper, and to bed Come, sirs, lay the 

eloth, end bring what you have presently, and let the gentle- 
man's bed be in idl (GtMhi :u '!]■■ iiu.nmime in my father Walton's 
chamber. And now, air, here is my service to you ; and, once ' 
more, welcome I 

Viator. I marry, sir, this glass of good sack has refreshed 
me. And I 'II make as bold with your nieat ; for the trot has 
got me a good stomach. 

Piseator. Come, sir, full to then ; you see my little supper 
is always ready when I come home, and 1 11 make no stranger 

Viator. That your meal is so soon ready, is a sign your 
servants know your certain hours., sir ; I confess 1 did not 
expect it so soon: but now it is here, you shall see I will make 
myself no stranger. 

PtKalor. Much « 
friendly word: and -»«, •* ...j ■»!« »» ., — — - b w — 
More-Lands ale; for you are now in the More-Lands, hut 
a spit and a stride of the Peak. Pill my friend his glass. 
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Viator. Believe me, you have good ale in the More-Lands, 
far better than that at Aahbarn. 

Paeati.iT. Tliat it may soon be ! for Ashborn baa (which is i 
kind of riddle) always in it, the best malt and the worst ale h 
England.* Come, take away, and bring us some pipes and n 
bottle of ale, and go to your own suppers. Art yon for thi* 
diet, sir? 

n for one pipe of tobacco-, and 1 per- 



hiaaeelhfi to besnmr-l'- ,. ■■.!:. ; i- i.n-iii.Tiv ■•!., 

IB reader ihr, by the paisaae 3 



i, by the paisaae in the text, that PUcator, by irfi 



Sum's, nc, i.r, as the phrluewM, tatting Macco, w»,tn Queen Eltuh 
and her larauor'i time, eitaemad the graawac of all foppery. Ben Jan- 
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■■ i hi rJnn» : »1 i m; , n«r<attd W thotf contain«d in that war* 
of our Kii« Jm Cfa First, ^ Owtfer.o/ai! to Ttoocai. Hot m the 
<iHUn*ry converiHloB of thii monarch Its 

. ■ ...■ . .:■ ... :'.-,.,. ■. 

,■ .. I .,,.. . ■--,. .. , -.-. . 



at tohacro waa the lively image and pal 
— id ykwof the 



i hereby hell may Be 

ft dehRhttthth'omw ho take it- 
delleht the men of the WWW. Thirdly, It makclh men drunkeu, and lichl 

in tin- Wild — «.. • !.. ill.' vai.iti.-. 

Fourthly, He that tuketli |.,W.;,> -nitli li 

1 RlUli?I'lt'iaUke n h'e"llui then 

A p-iti- •■i lini; fttiilnnistar.l . :iill! .1. A | . i |-.h ■ ,.1' T,.l.n 1"n 

In ii I in, ['i ii'N-.l :u. i ■■ lull', i'iirl"ii liy Samuel Ho 

■I'L I .■T-'.ll Mil--, IITl'T.'il l.'V In . k'"i-d 

lUat'a piper : 

I ronclude thta note oil smokine. which, by this time, I 

weep, whieh 'the people , it HerHimtdiire hue l.y tradition, iiTthucounly', 

',. -l-ii iiv Hi., last, "r i:..ni:ltuliiiE-, lupi' ihat mv "lie meaiia tsnnokeata 
littina, they ote the term, n Konjble pipe, alliidini to a man of the name 
..1 K,-iiii.L,\ wbi>. in thei'rurl pvi-i^rution under [hut uii'jTileHblJtot Queeft 
— - 'irherMy, in hli valk of aomt mile, from the 
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a troublesome journey into an ill country, only to satisfy me; 
Low Ion); may I hope to enjoy you? 

Viator. Why, truly, air, as long as I conveniently ran ; and 
longer, I think, you would not have me. 

Piscalor. Nor to your inconvenience, by any means, sir: but 
I see you are weary, and tbsir.-t'ure I will presently wait on you 
to your chamber, where, take counsel of your pillow, and 
to-morrow resolve me. Here, take the lights; and pray, follow 
them, sir. Here you are like to lie; and now I have shewed 
you your lodging, 1 beseech you, command any thing you want, 
and so 1 wish you good rest. 

Viatur. Good night, sir. 



CHAPTER III. 



Viator. Yes, sir, I have been dressed Ibis half hour; for 1 
rested so well, and have so great a mind either to take, or to 
see a Trout taken Hi your hut river, (but I could no longer lie 
a-bed. 

Piscalor. I am glad to see you so brisk this morning, and so 
eager of sport : though I must tell you, this day proves so calm, 
and the sun rises so bright, as promises no great success to the 
angler; but, however, we'll try, n nil. one way or other, we 
shall, sure, do something. What will you have to your brealc- 
fa.il. Hi- what will you drink this morning? 

Viator. For breakfast I never eat any, mid for drink I am very 
indifferent; but if you please to call for a glass of ale, I'm for 
you : mid let it be quickly, if you please, for I long to see the 
little tilling house you spoke of, and to be at my lesson. 

Piscator. Well, sir, you see the ale is come without calling ; 
Tor though I do not know yours, my people know my diet, 
whir h is always one glass as soon as lam dressed, and no more, 
till dinner ; and so my servants have served you. 

Viator. My thanks ! And now, if vou please, let us look out 
this fine morning. 

Pincator. With all my heart. Boy, take the key of my 
fishing house, and carry down those two angle-rods in the hall 
window thither, with my fi.-h pannier, pouch, and landing net ; 
and stay you there till we come. Come, sir, we '11 walk after, 



I 
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where, by the way, 1 expert you should raise all the 
against our country you can. 

Viator. Nay, air, do not 
uncivil ; 1 only made a little 
you, and was only in jest. 

Piacotot. You were then in ns |>ood earnest as lam now with 
you: but had you been really angry at it. I could not blame you; 
for, to say the truth, it is not very taking at first sight. But, 
look you, sir, now you are abroad, (toes not the sun shine a* 
bright here as in Essex, Middlesex, or Kent, or any of youi 
>"U|1h'|]i ooiintiet? 

Viator. "lis a delicate morning, indeed, and I now think this 

/ou cannot oblige me 
1 those of my friends who know my 
humour, and are so kind as to comply with it, usuaUy flatter me 
that way. But look you, sir, now you arc at the brink of the 
hill, how do you like my river, the vale it ivinds through, like 
a snake, and 'the situation of my little iialung houae? 

Viator. Trust me, 'tis all very fine ; and the house seems, at 
this distance, a neat building. 

Pitcator. Good enough for that purpose. And here ia a 
bowling-green, too, close by it ; bo, though I am myself no »ery 
good bowler, I am not totally devoted to my own pleasure, but 
that I have also some regard to other men's. And now, sir, you 
are come to the door : pray walk in, and there we '11 sit, and 
talk as long as you please. 

Viator. Stay, what 's here over the door ? " FJacMOnfag 
Sacrum."* Why, then, I perceive t have some title here ; fa 
I am one of them, though one of the worst. And here, t«Iowr 
it, is the cipher, too, you spoke of, and 'tis prettily eontriicd 
Has my master Walton ever been here to see it, for it im» 
new built ?f 
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PSucnlof. Yes, he saw it rut in Ihc stone before it was set up, 

but never in the posture ii now sumds j lor I In 1 1 st was lim 

building when lie was In.st here, nd pet railed bo l.it-li us tin- 
hreh of the door. And I am afraid be will not see it yet ; for 
he has lately writ me ivonl, he doubts hie coming down this 
summer, which, I do assure you, was the worst news he eoidd 
possibly have sent me. 

Viator. Men must sometimes mind their aff.iitB. lo make 
more room for their pleasures. And 'tis odds lie is us much 
displeased with the business thai keeps him from you, as you 
are that he names not. But 1 am the most pleased with this 
little house, of any thing 1 ever snw : it stand* in a kind of 
peninsula, too, with a delicate clear river ahout it. I dare 
hardly pi in, lest 1 should not like it so well within as without ; 
but, by your leave, I'll try. —Why, this, is better and better 1 
fine lights, finely wainscoted, and nil exceeding neat, with * 
marble table and all in the middle ! 

Patatnr. Enough, sir, enough : 1 have laid open to you the 
part where I can worst defend myself, and now you attack me 
there. Come, boy, set two rhuirs ; mul whilst 1 urn taking a 
pipe of tobaei'O. which is alwnjs my bivakl'.i.-t, we will, if you 
please, talk of some Dtlier subjtct. 

Viator. None litter, then, sir, for the time and place, than 
rlio-i' instruction JWB promised. 

Piscutor. I begin to doubt, by something I discover in you, 
whether lam able lo instruct, you or no; though, if you are 
really a fitranjrer to our clear northern river-;, I still think 1 rnn : 
t is yet too early in "' " 



n Trout 1 shall read you a lecture on, 1 am willing and ready 
to obey you. 

Viat'ir. Why, sir, if you will bo far oblige me, and ilmt it 
may not be loo troublesome lo you, 1 woidd entreat you would 
run through the whole body of it ; and 1 will not conceal from 
you, that 1 am so far in love with kiu, your courtesy, and pretty 
More-Land seat, a- to resolve to stay with you long enough by 
intervals for I will riot oppress you, to hear all you can say upon 
that subject. 

Piseutar. You cannot oblige me more than by such a pro- 
mise : and, therefore, without more cereniom, I will begin to 
tell you, that my father. Walton having read lo you before, it 

(mil In but Indifferent ronrtitioii ; tlir palatini!, and "en UN wain-. 

"Mr 'lliiu-"T, u>n, ,;.ii,!,'l' : ,|' /, "|-i !.'']■ .im.l Lr'mnrli ■lil:i|.:,li,!,i,l, \- 
ivhid.nv. unjlaien, and Uie waiiurut and pnvsmmf girili'i bul Ihe eipli.r 
MUlkatM*. -I- H. 
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would look like a j WM Bnptioa in me (and, perad venture, would 
ilu so in any other man,) in pii-icuj to give lessons Cor singling 
after him, who, I do really believe, understands as much of it 
at least as any man in England, did [ not prearijiiaint you, thi 
I am not tempted to it by any vain opinion of myself, tlutt 1 hi 
able to give yon better directiuus ; but having, from my child- 
hood, pursued tin- recreation of angling in vary clear rivers, 
truly. I think, by much (some of them, at least,) the clearest 
in this kingdom, and the manner of angling here with us, by 
reason of that exceeding clearness, being sometliing diiferenr 
from the method commonly used in others which, by being not 
near so bright, admit of stronger tackle, and allow a near 
approach to the stream, I may perad venture give you sot 
instructions, that may he of use. even in your own rivers, (U 
shall bring you acquainted with mnrc ilirs, and shew you how 
to make them, and with what dubbing, too, than he has taken 
nuticc of in his Complete Amjler. 

Viator. 1 beseech you, sir, do ; and if you will lend iih 
steel, 1 will light a pipe the while, for that is commonly ray 
breakfast in a morning, too. 



CHAPTER IV. 

OF ANGLING FOtt TltOL'T OB CftAVLINO. 

Pisca(ar, junior. Why then, sir, to begin methodically 

master in any art should da, (and I will not deny, but 

think myself a master in this,) I shall divide angling for 
Trout or Grayling into these three ways: at the top, at th* 
bottom, and in the middle. Which three ways, though they 
are all of them, (as I shall he rentier endeavour to iim' 
appear.) in some sort, common to both those kinds of fait, 
are they not so generally and absolutely so. hut that they will 
necessarily require a distinction, which, in due place, 1 wills! 
give you. 

That which we call angling nt the top. is with ally; st tl 
bottom, with a ground-hint ; in the middle, with a Minnow 
or ground-bait. 

Angling Lit the top is of two sorts: with a quick-fly, or 
an artificial fly. 

That we call angling at tlie bottom, is also of two sorts: by 
hand, or with a cork or float. 

That we call angling in the middle, is also of two sorts; with 
n .Minnow lor a Trout, or with a giniuiil-lpi.it for n Grayling. 

Of nil which scleral -oris el angling, I will, il 
the patience to hear me, give you the best account 1 can. 



Viator. The trouble will be your-., ami mine (he pies 
the obligation : I beseech vou, therefore, to proceed. 
Pimatar. Why, then, rim for fly-fishing. 

CHAPTER V. 



Pitcator, junior. Fly-f 
said before, of two sorts ; i 
an artificial and made fly. 

First, then, of the natural fly ; of which we generally use 
but two aorta, and those but in the two months of' May 
and June only ; uwnoly, rile green-drake Hint the stone-fly : 
though 1 have made use of u third, thnt way, called the- 
camlet-fly, with very good success, fur Grayling, but never 
saw it angled with by any other, after this manner, my ■uwtei- 
only excepted, who died many years ago, and was one of the 
best anglers that ever I knew. 

These are to tie ancied with wi'.h u-lu.rt line, not much more 
than half the length of your rod, if the air be still; or with a 
longer very near or all out as long as your roil, if you liave 
any wind to carry it from run. And tbi- iv,iy of fishing we call 
ihifiinj;. dubbing, or dibhinir:* win-rein yon are always to have 
your line flying- before you up or down the river, as tlie wind 
serves, and to angle as near as you can to the bank of the same 
side whereon yon stand, thini/h where you seea fish rite near 
you, you may guide your qniik fly over him. whether in the 
middle, or on the contrary side; and if yon arc pretty well out 
of light, either by kneeling, or the interposition of a bank or 
bush, you may ulmi'-r In- Mire r...> raise. :md take him too, if it 
be presently done; the fish will otherwise peradventure be 
removed to some otiier place, f if it be in the still deeps, where 
he is always in the motion, and roving up and down to look lor 
prey, though, in a stream, you may always almost, especially if 
there be a good stun.- uenr. find him in the same place. J Your 
line ought, in this case, to be three good hairs neit the hook ; 
both by reason you are, in this kind of angling, to expect the 
* See In chop. vil. May, art. II, direction) how to bait witli tin- grrin 
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biggest lish, and also that, wanting length 10 five hini line ifttT 
he is struck, you mii-t in- forced in tuij for it : to which I will 
also arid, that not an inch of your line being ti> lie Mltt'ercd I" 
touch the water in dinning, it may lie allowed to be the stronger. 
1 should now give \ou a ilr-rrijiiiuii of those Hies, their shape and 
colour ; and then, dec you mi account of their breeding; and 
withal, shew you how to keep and use them : hut shall defer 
that to their proper place anil season. 

Viator. In ennn-t, -ir. you discourse very rationally (if this 
affair, mid I am glad to find myself mistaken in youi for. in 
plain truth, I did nut o.\|vd so much from you. 

Piscatar. Nay, sir, I ran tell you n prti deal more than this : 
and will conceal nothing from yon. But I most now come to the 
second way of angling at the top ; which is with an artificial 
fly. which also 1 will shew you how to make before I have 
done ; but, first, shall acquaint you, that, with this, you are to 
angle with a line longer by a yard and a half, or sometimes two 
yards, than your rod : and with lioth this and the other in a still 
day, in the steams, in a breeze that curls the water, in the still 
deeps, where (excepting in May and June, that the best Trout- 
will lie in shallow streams to watch for prey, and even then too) 
you arc like to hit the best fish.* 

For the length of your rod. you are id way? to bo governed bv 
the breadth of the river you shall choose to angle ut : and for a 
Trout river, one of five or six yards long is commonly enough ; 
and longer (though never so tit fitly and artificially made i it 
ought not to be, if you intend to lish. at ease: and if otherwise, 
where lies the sport ? 

Of these, the best that ever I saw are made in Yorkshire 
which are all of one piece, that is to say, of several, int. light, 
ten, or twelve pieci's, -n neatly pieced and tied together with 
fine thread below ami silk above, as to make it taper tike a 
switch, and to ply with a true bent to your band, and these too 
are light, being made of fir wood for two or three length* 
nearest to the band, and of other wood nearer to the top, thai 
a man might very easily mintage the longest or them that ever 
I saw, with one hand. And these, when you have given over 
angling for a season, being taken to pieces, and laid up ill wnw 
dry place, may afterward he set together again in their former 
postures, and will be as straight, sound, and good as the lira 
hour they were made, ami being laid in oil and colour, accor 
to your master Walton's direction, will last many years. + 

The length of your line, to a man that knows bow to ha 

» FortinMriE mill ttvn or nii.ii> tl>«. nrr ante on npit nng*. 

I'll- Brent ehjertii.il t.. r.-il-, in mm, [■!.■,.■. Is, that, thrv V* if I 
rii'iitly j.li.irit . .....I I" I.HL.-I.T. v-1." i- ;.■ !.-:.• Iiii Million ;,s Mr I -,,11..- 
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liis rod. and to cast it, is no manner of encumbrance, except in 
woody places, anil in boding of a fish, which every one that 
can afford to angle for pleasure has somebody to do for him. 
And the length of line is ■' tnk'hn advantage to the fishing at 
distance ; and to fish fine and far off is the first and principal 
rule for Trout angling.* 

Your Urn- in this case should never he less, nor ever exceed 
two hairs next to the hook; Tor one (though some, I know, 
will pretend to more art than their follows) is, indeed, too few. 
the least accident, with the linest hand, being sufficient to 
break it : but be tint cannot kill a Trout of twenty inches long 
with two, in a river clear of wood and weeds, as this and some 
others of ours are, deik'rves not the umin; of iiu angler, f 

Now, to have your whole line as it ought to he, two of the 
first lengths niuiY-t ill.: hunk -h.mid be of two hairs a-piece ; 
the next three lengths above them of three ; the next three 
above them of four ; and, so of five, and six. and seven, to the 
very top : by which means, your rod and tackle will, in a 
-irline 



iiig your line, do it always before you, J a 

:e iHr.'ftiuM for yi.nir rud nucl Lice, in the notes on 
mare a proficient, every throw will fo near to eoat j 
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jam ily may first Ml upon tlie water, anil a? little of your linr 1 
with it as is possible : though, if the wind be stitf, yon w-il 
then of necomity, be compelled to drown a good part of your 
line, to keep your fly in the water. And in easting your fly yon 
must aim tit the farther, or nearer hank, as the win " 
your turn, which also will bn with and against you, on 
-iilc, several times in an hour, as the river winds in it! 
and you will be forced toangleupanddown by tuins accordingly, 
hut are to endeavour, as much as you can, to have the wind 
evermore on your back. And always he sure to stand as far 
off the bank as the Iciurtli ""ill liive von leave, when you throw 
to the contrary side : though when the wind "ill not permit you 
so to do, and thai you sire cunstrnined to angle on the same side 
whereon you stand, you miifit then stand on the very brink of 
the river, and cast your flv at the utmost length of your rod 
and line, up or down the river, as the gale serves. 

It otdy remains, touching your line, to inquire whether your 
two hairs next to the book are better twisted or open ? And 
for that 1 should declare, that I think the open way the better, 
because it make* les- show in the water, but that I have found 
un inconvenience, or two, or three, that have made me almost 
weary of that way : of which, one is, that, without dispute, they 
are not so Strom; open m twisted : another, that they are not 
easily to be fastened "I" so cinci 1111 equal length in the armiiur 
that the one will not enuse the oilier to hag, by which mean- » 
man has but one hair upon the matter to tru-t to; and the 
last is, that these loose (lying hairs are not only more apt to 
catch upon every twig or bent they meet with, but moreover, 
the hook, in falling upon the water, will, very often, rebound 
and fly back betwixt the hairs, and there stick 
rough water especially, is not presently to be discerned by the 
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inglcr.) ?i> lis the point of [lie hook sltall stand reversed; by 
which means your llv swims hack WH.nl. makes a much greater 
circle in [he water, and, till taken Lome dp you nnd set right, 
will never raise any hah, or, if it should, 1 am sure, hut by a 
very extraordinary rlianci.', run hit none.* 

Having done wiili hotli ihcse mivs of fishing at the top. the 
length of your rod nod line, itnri ul), I am next to leach you 
how lo make a fly : iinil, Mteru ni'ds. uf what dubbing you are to 
make the several flies I shall hereafter name to you. 

In making a fly, then, which is not a hackle, or palmer-fly, 
(for of those, and c 1j -. i ■ suvrnl kind-, w,- •.hull have occasion to 
speak every nimith in the year,) you are, first, to hold your 
hook fast betwixt the fore-finger and thumb of your left hand, 
with the back of the shank upwards, and the point towards your 
finder's end; then take a strong small silk of the colour of the 
fly you intend to make, wax it will with wax of the same colour, 
r« which end you lire always, hy the way, to have wax of 
all colours about you. and dmw it betwixt your finger and 
thumb to the head of the ihank; and then whip it twice or 
tbrice about the hare hook, which, you must know, is done, 
both to prevent slipping, and also that the shank of the hook 
niay not cut the hairs of your fowgbt. which sometimes it will 
otherwise do. Which being (lone, lake your line, and draw it 
likewise betwixt your finger and thumb, holding the hook so 
fast, as only to suffer it to pass hy, until you have the knot of 
jour towgbt nhiio-.; to (ii. middh >i the shank of your hook, on 
the inside of it ; then whip your silk twice or tbrice about both 
hook and line, as hard as the ftmngth of the silk will permit. 
Winch being done, strip the fealher fur tin; wings pronorlionnlile 
to the bigness of your fly, phiciug that side downwards which 
grew uppermost before upon tlie buck of the hook, leaving so 
much only as to serve for ihe 1,'ngih of I In' n ing of the point of 
the plume lying reversed from the end of the shank upwards : 
then whip your silk twice or thrice about the root end of the 
(enlher, hook, and towgbt : which being dune, clip off the root 
end of the feather close by the arming, anil then whip the silk 
fast and firm about the hook and tuwght. until you come to the 
bend of the hook, hut not farther, us you do at London, and an 
make a very unhandsome, and. in plain English, a very unnatural 
and shapeless fly. Which being done, cut away the end of your 
towght, and fasten it. Anil then take your dubbing which is 
to nuke the body uf your fly. as much as you think convenient, 
and holding it lightly, with your hook, betwixt the finger and 
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thumb of your left hand, take your silk with Ihe right, 
rui-tine ii ln'twixt i In' finger and thumb of that hand, the duh. 
hing will spin itself about the silk, which when it has done. 
whip it n1>out the armed hook backward, till you come to the 
setting on of the wings. And then take the feather Tor the 
wiiiL's. and divide it o<|iiiiilv into Iwu purls, then turn tht-m 
buck towards the bend of (be hook, the one on the one side, end 
the other on the olher nf the shank ; holding them East in thai 
posture betwixt the fore finger and thumb of your left hand ; 
which done, warp ihein so down us to stand and slope towards 
t!it b.-nd of the lioi.ik ; mill hat ins warped up to I lie end of the 
shank, hold the fly fast )ietwi\t tin' linger and thumb of your 
left hand, and then take the silk bet wist the finger and thumb of 
your right hand j and, where the Warping ends, pinch or nip it 
with your thumb in.il, against your finger, and strip away the 
remainder of your dubbing frum the silk : arid thru with the' tare 
silk, whip it once or twice uboiit : make the wings to stand in 
due order; listen, anil eut it off. After which, with the point 
of a needle, raise up the dubbing gently from the warp; twitch 
off the superfluous hairs of your dubbing ; leave the wings of an 
equal length — your By- will never else swim true — and Ihe 
work is done. And this way nf making « fly. which is certainly 
the best of all other, was taught me liy n kinsman of mine, one 
Captain Henry Jackson, a near neighbour, an admirable fly. 
angler, by many degrees the best fly-maker that ever I vet met 
with." And now that I have told you bow a fly is to be made, 
you shall presently see me make run 1 , with which you may per- 
adventure take a Trout this morning, notwithstanding the 
unlikeliness nf the rtny ; for it is now nine nf the clock, and fish 
will begin tn rise, if they will rise to-diiy. 1 will walk along by 
you, and look on. And, after dinner, I will proceed in my 
lector..' of fly-fishing. 

Viator. I confess 1 long to be at the river; nnd yet I could 
sit here all day to hear you ; but some of the one. and some of 
the other, will do well ; and I have a mighty ambition to take a 
Trout in jour river Dove. 

Paeater. I warrant you shall : 1 "would not, for more than I 
will speak of, but you sbouhl. seeing I have so evtolled my rivet 
to you : nay, 1 will keep you here a month, but you shaH have 
one day of good sport before vou go. 

Viator. You wilt find mi:-." I doubt, too tractable thai tiav: 
for, in good earnest, if business would give uic leave, and that" it 
it were fit, 1 could find in my heart to stay with you for ever. 

* There nnii- nethini* iin.ri- tn ]..■ ■nil] i.t rlu-^c r!ln*i-Tii>n!i, Uih tkot 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Fiscator, junior. Boy! come, gi« mr my dubbing bag here 
presently ; and now, sir, siuee I find you so honest a man, I 
will muke no scruple to lav ojn'11 in; treasure before you. 

Viator. EKd ever any one see the like I what a heap of 
trumpery i= here! epi t.iinlj never an angler in Europe has his 
shop half so irtll furnished «s von have. 

Piseator. Ynu, perhaps, may think now. thut 1 rake together 
this trumpery, as you call it," for show only, to the end that 
such ad see it (which are not many, I assure you,) may think 
me a great master in the art of Jingling : but let me tell yon, 
here are colours, as con torn ptiUe as tliey k™ here, that are 
very bard to be got, and scarce any one of them which, if i( 
should be lust, 1 should not mis*, and he concerned about the 
loss of it too, once in the year. But, look you, sir, amongst 
idl these 1 will choose out these two colours only ; uf which, 
this is bear's hair ; this darker, no great matter what, but 1 am 
sure I have killed a great deal of fish with it; and with one or 
both of these, jroa sliall take Trout or Grayling this very day, 
notwithstanding i JI disadvantages, or my art shall fall me. 

Viator. You promise emu fort ably, and 1 have a great deal of 
reason to believe every thing you say : but I wish the fly were 
made, that we were at it. 

Pitcator. That will not he long in doing : and pray observe 
then. You see, first, how I hold my hook ; and thus I begin. 
Look you, here are my first two or three whips ei1k>iiC the bare 
book I thus 1 join huok and line ; thus I put on my wings ; 
thus I twirl and lap on my dubbing ; thus I work it up towards 
the head ; thus I part my wings ; thus I nip my superfluous 
dubbing from my silk ; thus fasten ; thus trim and adjust my 
fly. And there's a fly made : and now, how do you like it ? 

Viator. In earnest, admirubh uell ; a:i<l it [>oi feitly resembles 
ii fly;' but we about London make the bodies of our flies both 
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much bigger and longer, no long as even almost to the very 
lu-iinl of the hook. 

Pitcatar. 1 know it very well, tuid had one of those flies 
given ine bv an honest gentleman, whu came with my fathet 
Walton to give me a visit ; which (to tell yon the truth) I 
hung in my parlour window to laugh at : but, sir, you know 
the proverb, " They who go to Kume mmt do as they at Rome 
do i" and, believe mo, yuii must bore make your flies after this 
fashion, or you will take no fish. Come, 1 will look you out a 
line, mid you shall put it on and try it — There, sir, now i 
think you aro fined . and now beyond the farther end of the 
walk you shall begin : I Bee, at that bend of the water Bbove. 
the air crisps the water n little : knit your line first here, and 
then go up thither, and set what you can do. 

Viator. Did you see that, sir ? 

Piscator. Yes, I saw the (ish : and he saw you too, which 
made him turn short. You must fish farther off, if you intend 
lo have any gport here; this is no New liiver, let me tell you. 
That was a good Trout, believe me : did you touch him ? 

Viator. No, I would I liad, we would not have parted so. 
Look vou, there was another : this is an excellent fly. 

Fixator. That fly, I Bin sure, would kill lisli, if the day 
were right : but they only chew at it, I see, and will not take 
it." Come, sir. let us return back to the fishing-house; this 
still water, 1 see, will not do our business to-day: you shall 
now, if you please, make a ily yourself, -f and try what yon can 
do in the streams with that : and 1 know a Trout taken with 
a fly of your own making, will please you better than twenty 
with one of mine. Give me th:it bag again, sirrah : look you 
sir, there is a hook, towght, silk, and a feather for the wings . 
be doing with those, and 1 will look you out a dubbing that I 
think will do. 

Viator. This is a very little hook. 

PiMator. Tluit may serve io inform you, that it is for a very 
little fly, and you must make your wings accordingly ; for m 
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the case elands, it roust he a link' fly, and a very little one loo, 
that must do your business. Well said! believe me, you shift 
.your fingers very handsomely. I doubt I hive taken upon me 
10 leach my master. So. here 's ynur dubbing now. 
Viutor. This dubbing h very black. 

Piscator. It appear- -o in l"nun.l ; hut step to the door, and 
hold it up betwixt your eye and the sun, and it will appear a 
shilling red I let me tell yuu, never ■ man in England ran discern 
the true colour of « dubbing any wjy but that ; and, therefore, 
choose always to make your dies on mi.1i j, bright sunshine day 
as this, which also you may the better do, because it is worth 
nothing to fish in. Here, put it on ; and be sure to make the 
body of your fly »a slender as you can. Very good ! upon my 
word, you have made n nmrvclleus handsome fly. 

V'uitiir. I am very glad to hear it ; 'tis the first that ever 1 
made of this kind in iny life. 

PiscoJor. Away, awayl You are a doctor at it : but 1 will 
not commend you too much, lest I make you proud. Come, 
put it on ; and yon shall now go downward to some streams 
betwixt the rocks, below the little foot bridge you see there, 
and try your fortune. Take heed of slipping into the water as 
you follow me under this rock. So, now you are over : and now 

Viator. This is a fine stream indeed. There 's one ! 1 have 

Piscator. And a precious catch you have of him; pull him 
nut! I. tee you have a tender hand. This is a diminutive 

rtleman ; e'en throw him in again, end let him grow till he 
nore worthy your anger. 

Viator. Pardon me, air ; all's fish that comes to the hook with 
me now. Another. 

Piscator. And of the same standing. 

Viator. I see 1 shall have good sport now. Another ! and 
a Grayling. Why, you have fish here at will. 

Pincator. Come, come, cross the bridge, and go down the 
other side, lower, where you will find finer streams and better 
«|>ort, 1 hope, than this. Look you, sir, here is a fine Btream 
now. Vou have length enough ; stand a little farther off, let 
inc entreat you ; and do but fish this 1 1 mill like an artist, and 
pcrad vent lire a good fish may fall to your share. How now! 
what ' is all gone ? 

Vialor. No, 1 but touch'd him ; but That was a fish wottli 
taking. 

Pix-ator. Why, now, let me lull you, you lost that fish by 
your own fault, and lliinueh your (iwn eagerness and haste ; for 
you are never to offer to strike a good flab, if be does not strike 
himself, till first you see him turn his head after he has taken 
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strain your tackle in the stri. 
— - D . lyou strike with any manner of moderation. Come, throw 
inaneBngnin, and Bab mi tliis stir™ by inches; for, 1 insure you, 
here are vary good lish — both Trout anil Grayling lie here ; 
and at that great stone on the other side, 'tis ten to one, s good 
Trout gives you the meeting. 

Viator. 1 have him now ; but he is gone Johti lll»JHlll the 
Imttom. 1 cannot see what he is, yet he should 1* a good fish 
by his weight : but lie make* no great stir. 

Pitcator. Why. then, by what you say, 1 dare venture to 
assure you 'tis a Grayling, who is one of the deadest -hearted 
lislies in the world; and the bigger he is, the more easily taken. 
Look von. now vou see him plain ; 1 told you what he *cas. 
lhine r hither that landing-net, hoy. And now, sir, he iti vour 
own ; and, believe nie. a good une — sixteen inches long 1 war- 
rant him — I have taken none such this year. 

Viator. 1 never saw a 1 Irayling before look so black. 

Piacator. Did you not? why, (lien let me tell you, that you 
never saw one before in right season: for then a Grayling ia 
very black about his head, gills, and down his back, and has his 
belly of a dark gray, dappled with black spots, as you see this 
is; and 1 am apt to conclude, that from thence he derives bis 
name of Umber." Though I must tell you, this fiiib is past bis 
prime, and begins lo'deeline, and was in better season at Christ- 
mas than he is now. But move on, for it grows towards dinner 
time ; and there is a very great ant! line stream below, under 
that rock, that till- tin- dee]n'>[ \"»<l in nil the river, where yon 
are almost sure of a (food fab. 

Viator. Let him come, 1 '11 try a fall with him. But I had 
thought that the Grayling had been always in season with the 
Trout, and had come in and gone out with him. 

Piscator. Oh, no! assure yourself n (irayling is a winter fish, 
but such o one as would deceive any but such as know him very 
well indeed; for his flesh, even in hi s worst season, ii so firm, 
and will so ca-ily culver, that, in plain truth, he i> 

none but an 

pood a fish, as to be little inferior to tlie best Trout I 

tasted in my life. 

Viator. Here's another skipjack ; and I have raised five or 
six more at least whilst you were speaking. Well, go tby way. 
little Dove! thou art the finest river that ever I saw, and the 
fullest of fish. Indeed, sir, I like it so well, that I am afraid 
you nill be troubled with nie mice a-yrar, so long u we two 

* Ollicrs >n«, UiM the nirnr, Cmbcr. signifying; " Shadow," is ftr«n. 
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Pifcator. !;un afraid I shall not, ~ir: but wore you once here 

Ma}- or a June, if e;ood sport would tempt vein, I should thun 

you would sometimes see inc ; for you would then say k 

line river indeed, if you hull once seen tlie sport at the 

height. 

Viator. Which I will do, if 1 live, and that you please to give 
me leave. There was one. mid there another. 

Pisr.ator. Anil all this in a strtuipe river, and with a fly or 
your own making! \Wu . mImi li el:;Mi:ni>iL* man are vou? 

Viator. I, sir ! but who taucht me t and as Dainetas says by 
his man Dorus, so you may say by mo, — 

What then Ian I that t jug hi the knave ? • 



if his favour, ttnd wilfsbeiv you when w 
up to dinner. 

Viator. Has young mater Izauk Walton been here, too ? 

Piseator. Yes, marry has be, tir, anil that iu*airi mill apiin. 
too; and in France einee. and at Rome, and at Venice, anil 1 
can't tell where; but I intend to ask him a great many hard 
questions so soon as 1 can sec him. which will be. (,od willing, 
next month. In the meantime, sir, to come to tliis fine stream 
at the head of this peat pool, you must venture over these 
slippery cobbling atonal. Believe me, sir, there you were 
nimble, or else you hud been down, llut now you Bre got 
over, look to yourself; for, on my word, if a fish rise here, he 
is like to be shi-Ii a one as will endanger your tackle. How 
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Viator. I think you have such command here over the fishes, 
that you can raise them )iy your word, as they say conjurors (an 
do spirits, nnil afterward make theui do what you bid them : 
for here 's a Trout bus taken my fly, — 1 had rather have lost a 
■Town. What luck 'a this! he was a lovely fish, and turned up 
■ side like a Salmon. 

Piscator. Ob, sir, tills is a war where you sometimes win, and 
must sometimes expect to tone. Never concern yourself foe the 
loss of yuur By ; for ten to one 1 tench you to make a belter — 
Who '6 that calls? 

Servant. Sir, will it please you to come to dinner? 

Piscator. We come. You bear, sir, we are called: and now 
take your choice, wlietlipr you will climb this steep hill before 
you, from the top of which you will go directly into the house, 
or back again, over these stepping stones, and about by the 

Viator- Nay. sure the nearest way is best: nt least mv 
stomach tells me so; and I am now so 
your rocks that 1 fear them not. 

Pitcator. Come, then, follow me. And so soon as we have 
dined, we will down again to the little bouse, where I mill 
begin, at the place I left off, about lly-fishing, and read yon 
another lecture ; for I bare a great deal more (o say upon that 
subject. 

Viator. The more the tetter; 1 could never have met with 
a more obliging master, my first excepted. Nor such sport ran 
all the rivers about London ever allord, as is to be found in this 

Piscntnr. You deserve to bave better i t>oth because I see you 

are willing to tiike pains, and f.ir liUn^ li.U little ><i well ; ami 
better 1 hope to shew you before we part. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Viator. Comf. si], lulling una well dined, and beiw; again 
set in your little home, I will now challenge your promise, and 
entreat you proceed in your instruction fur lly-fi-cl.iiiL: . which, 
that you may be the tetter encouraged to do, 1 will assure you, 
that 1 have not lost, I think, one syllable of what you havc'told 
■tie ; but very well retain [ill your directions, hotli for the roil. 
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line, ami making a By, and now desire an account of the Hies 

tbMfiaelW*. 

Pf*ra(of. Why, sir, I am ready to give it you, and shall Lave 
the whole afternoon lu '!>i it in. if jiui'. -iiy come in to interrupt 
us; for you must know, (besides the unfitness of the day,) that 
[he afternoons, so early in Maieh. signify very little to angling 
with a tty, though with a Minnow, or a worm, something might. 
! cimfess, be done. 

To begin, then, where I left off :— My father Walton tells us 
but of twelve artificial flics to angle with at the top, and gives 
their names; of which sorai' are common with, us here ; and E 
think 1 guess at most of them by his description, and 1 believe 
they all breed and are taken in our rivers, though we do not 
make them either of the MUM fltttrWra Of Hi-Lion. And it may 
be in the rivers about London, wliiili I presume he has most 
frequented, and where it is likely lie bus done most execution, 
— *-f' taken of many re 



make you amends by uu iuldii.ion to bis catalogue. Anil although 
the foreuamed great mtn in the art of angling — for so in truth- 
ho is — tells you that no man should, jubonesty, catch a Trout 
till the middle of March, yet 1 hope lie will give a man leave 
Mioner to take a (Jrayling, which, us 1 told you. is in the dead 
months in his best season : and do us, ore you . which I remember 
hy a very remarkable token) 1 did once take, upon the siith day 
of December, one, and only one, of the biggest Graylings, and 
the best in season, that ever I yet saw or tasted ; and da usually 
take Trouts too, and with a fly, not only before the middle of 
this month, but almost every year in February, unless it be a 
very ill spring indeed ; and have sometimes in January, so 
early as New-yc:u"s tide, md in tort and enow, taken Grayling 
in a warm sunshine day for an hour or two about noon ; and to 
ti-b lor him with :i grub, it is then the liest time of all. 

1 shall therefore begin my fly-rishing with that month, (though, 
I confess, very few begin so scon, and that such as are so fond 
uf the uport as to embrace all opportunities can rarely in that 
month find u day lit Ibi their |uir|>ose. ) and tell you, that, u[ion 
my knowledge, these Hies, in a warm sun, for an hour or two, 
in the day, ate certainly taken. 



I. A red brown, with wings "f the male of a milliard, almo ? t 
white ; Ihe dubbing of the tail of a blank long-coated cur. such 
as they commonly make muffs of; for the hair On the tail of 
such a dog dyes, and turns to a red brown, but the hair of a 






; 

i 
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smooth-coated dog of flu- sarin* colour "-ill nut do, because 
will not dye, but retains itd natural colour.* And this fly is 
taken in a twin bin, this whole month through. 

2. There is nisei a wr\ little bright dun gnat, as little as can 
possibly be mule, no little as never to be fished with, with 
above one hair next the hook ; and this is to be made of 
raised dubbing of marten's fur. mid rlie white of a hare's set 
with a very white and small wing ; and it is no great matt 
how fine you fish, for nothing will rise in this month but 
Grayling ; and of them 1 never, at this season, saw any tuki 
with a fly, of above a fixit long, in my life ! but of little on 
about the liicness of a illicit, in n ivarm day, and u slowiinr su 
you may take enough with these two flics ; and they are bo 
taken the whole month through. 



1. Where the red brown of the last month ends, another, 
almost of the same colour, begins with this ; saving that the 

dubbing of thi- musi I i -I'.oiir, and both 

of them warpt on with red silk. The dabbing that should 
make this fly, and that is the truest colour, is to be got off tie 
black spot of a lion's ear : not that a black spot in any part of 
the hog will not afford the same colour, but that the hair in 
that place is, by many degrees, softer, and more lit Cot the 
purpose. His wing must be as the other, [1. in January ;] and 
this kills all this month, ami is called the lesser red-broiir.. 

■2. This month, also, a plain hackle. t or palmer-fly, made 
with a rough black body, either of black spaniel's fur. or the 
whirl of mi ostrich fentber. and the red hackle of a capon 
over all, will kill, and, if the weather be right, make very good 

3. Also a lesser hackle, with a black body also, silver twist 
over that, and n red feather over all. will till your pannier, if the 
month be open, and not hound up in ice and snow, with very 
good fish ; but. in ease of a frost and snow, you are to angle 
only with the smallest gnats, browns, and dun- you can moke . 
and with those arc only to expect Graylings no bigger thai 

4. In this month, upon a whirling round water, ire have a 
great hackle, the body black, and wrapped with a red. feather of 
a capon untrimmed ; that is, the whole length of the hackle 



taken, tlii' [il, ..i in,.' i.l'i, 

i.-ri'ii-ri ru'i-l, w.,[|„'.l, ..I- L...I .i,„.ii, i,. ||„. .JuMmif ivi 
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rtarin? out. (for we sometime- l>:irb tin; h:n-k]i.'-fuji(her short nil 
over, sonic-limes barb it only a little, mid sometimes hnrb il 
close underneath.) leaving the whole length of the feather on 
the lop or back of the hy, which makes it -wim better, and, 
as occasion serves, kills very great fi6b. 

5. Wewakc use. alan. in this month, of another great hackle 
the body black, and ribbed over with gold twist, and u red 
feather over all ; which also does great execution.' 

(i. Abo a great dun, made with dun bear's hair, and the 
wings of the gray feather of a milliard near unto his. tail ; which 
i- absolutely tin; bust II v t-,in In- Hni.wn upon a river this month, 
and with which an angler shall hare admirable sport. 

7. We have alto this month the great blue dun, the dubbing 
of the bottom of bear'-i hair next to the roots, mixed with a, 
little blue camlet ; the wings, of the dark gray feather of a 
mallard . 

8. We have also this month a dark brown, the dubbing of 
a brown hair otF the rlank of a brended eow ; and the wings 
of the gray drake's feather. 

And note, that these several hackle-, or palmer-flies, are 
some for one water and one iky, ami some for another i and 
according to the change of those, \vc niter their siie and colour. 
And note also that, both in this and all other months of the 
year, when you do not certainly know what fly is taken, or 
cannot see any fish to rise, you are then to put on a small 
hackle, if the water be clear, or a bigger, if something dark, 
until you have taken one ; and, then thrusting your finger 
through his gills, to pull out his gorge, which, being opened 
with your knife, you nil! then discover what fly is taken, and 
may fit yourself accordingly. f 
» Go-Id tiriot hackle -, the same dubbing, wnrninp;, and hacklf; with gold 

,., X! til;- l!J -I -■■■;■■■'.:. in - 1' -.ill- 1- III i.-.. -.-. Ill-' , 1 ■ . . ■ I ..- j - J till j l„i>,! („■■,[, i 
nine UiL'in. until ttM«e -i.rr- cif film bmnu to flock t:. 111.- ri.iV-' si.lrj 

«■« mi lo be fount on the trees tuul bushes there la gnu numbers.— 

When yim «'rtt ™ to Hie river in rhe momiiif, with your rod beat 

u|«.[i tl:.' Iiii-I..-. ,.[■ ' l'Ii. .ilii.li l.:,:.j r tl.i- whfi-i". i ami hv tlinr 

tilling open Ibe wntet., yon "ill «e* whit sort, i.f flii-n .it there in 
greatest number* : if divers mm, and i-dlMl in number, trr them til, mid 
yju wiir qulrkl* r.n-1 ..ln.'i Hi.-t I .i.-ir.'. Sunn-flints they change? 

they *eek not fur ■nollicr '..,. -.-hiic days, r y*ti 

(lulled thrlMelv™ witli al.-ii.iit kiii"u,wl.irIii? l r,aiiH,.oly wliea those flies 

.l.-.,n.!c,,..i.t. JW. ]>. HI.. 



I 
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I, ware (..take that l\,r njiallnet 

w miklw. part L p. 109, which I ran : . 

namely, ralerpilum with Winn. Rejerthi(, 






UfOtt*. Til. 

Holdyonrl -- 



!..!■ I your h... kin ali.,iiz"]lt-.ll1i^iti"H. ■ „ 

I. „[..| I' .-.■..■. N 1', ■:..,■. -Ii, .i-.l-:, L. It!.. (!:>.. -i f.llf J- If llM.l; ill J . 
I, ii ir.J a Si." Si Ml I-' :■'.■! -li.rT '.■.■n-'-- !vin„' L. v.. II. tike Imlt . . .ir.i (. 

■■:■■■,: : ...!.•■ . ■■.-.■ 

or Die liiius abnut the shank (,f tin' hunk, inclining tlic turn:. In the rietil 
hand : when yon arc bear th.-...n.l ■ ■ i" i 1 1 - ■ -bank. turn It into inch a loopu 

lk.;r-i':L: I*;eer,.i- ill 111,, ':1k ti. I.'iiilt 'l.n.n .if h end nf the lionk. H..ii!!L- 

■ ■ 

of the hook, as inw as the bcnl. and whip fonr or Bve tiara round; then 
iilureJlyjUliioth. ,-.■ h ■ i:( !.-nirth. turn It over to the bark 

of the ahank, ud, pinchine it int.. :i pr..<n-r fi.rtn. whip down and fasten 
„tr. «, 1, ,..!., iv. ji retted, which will bring both r I] d< of the .ilk into the henl. 

Aft. tv., ii hurt take ran* or four wall of an 

..,r.,i. ...a'l" r. ■■;,.: I, III :: tin .1 I Use Ln-IJ t i.I 111" hook ii I.I lir" 

directed, the (eMhera t.1 yonr left hand, ul the rstittii the bent of •our 
h.*.k, with that ™d of fhe -ilk v.i.i. Ii >,.„ i„.i now waxed, whip thm 

■■■:■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ :■:■■.■• 

rijihl. Mid twisting them end the «ilk with your ftire-finirer 

n! ii.t tli.-in r'.iitiil t: Iinak .1 ii..- r.....k. .nil supplying the a 

with now ones, a* they fail, til' — ■ 

L,th P cnds"f 'y" ur silk, whwh ire" nVw'oi^edTiuid lis afritier mToi tie 
— L -U hackle, with fibres 

-.■..ill Hft l'lin.1, I' ill. 

.y tothat .. 

i.iiln nil I v .i.'. in..! ii.Viiil' Hi.' Imnk, and holding it u before, lav the point 

of the hackle into the hent of the hook, with Ihr hollow (which Ii the 

palest) side opwarili, an. I whip Lt i. iv fail t.i in jilncet in doinr whereof, 

.... tif in ra.nv i.f llii. fibres; or, if you should chance 10 •>• 

en. pick thein out will, rlu- r 11 ■■!' » vm I srre needle. 

li'hen thehii-kle in Ihn, maile fast, the utmost rare and nicety raunaarry 
in winding it on; for if v1.11 I nil in tlila. vonr ftt i« spoiled, and i« mini 

■ 
left hand, •nd.nmorhuDiwil.lr.ih...!.!.. of therein down an the dnb&rar, 
-vicl tin- lliak:.. Ii.i..i..i....i: 1:1 .1 l|.,..|.i,j 1 ... ....1,.,. ,.,„ In.vi. -„ iv. .,!•..■ 

|.i..l: on! Il,„ 1 i- II!,,... wlii.h VI ' -->"»:- —*—- 

turn; then lav In. Id, if the hackle 



a'el il 



irn; then lay hold of the hackle with the third ondfonrlh thtarra of yiinr 

■ ■:■... 

end of the shank, where ynn will I lol ■.■■:-.-. .1 • .. 

time you will find the fibre* at the en-si cud of Ihe huvkle aera-taini 

■ I!--. •. 1 ■■ ■■■•■! . .i'i. '1 8 ■■■ - I he atom, nd ■■. iia tat ml ..1" ,.. .1 

. . 1 . , . : . . ... ■ ..-.■.. 

of vonr rielit hand, joli till 11 ll.e -ilk tnlo a I. -111; whieh, when yon ban 
1 b -I. nut at the hook, loop nud all, jwr 
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For tliis month you are to use «U tin; same hackles uinl Ufa 

with the other ; but you on to rnuko them lesi. 

1. We have, beside;., fur this month, ii little dun, railed u 
whirling limi," (though it is mil the whirling dun indeed, which 
is one. of 'he best Hies we have ;) anil [or this, the dubbing; 
roust be of the bottom fur of a squirrel's tail ; and the wing, of 
the gray feather of a drake. 

2. Also a; bright brown ; tin.' dubbing either of the brown of 
a spaniel, or that of a red cow's Sank, with a gray wing. 

3. Also a whitish dun, made of the raota of camel's hair, 
and the wire?, of the gray feather of a mallard. 

4. There is also for this month a riy rsQM the ihorntree fly; 
the dubbing, iin absolute hljek. mixed with eight ur ten hiiii-s 



■djiiffh.! «ilk. 'lb us you will hare mail., ii bait Unit will oateb Train e( 
k- largest idle, in >iiy water in England. 

ik of fold nod silver twist palmers in the making whereuf, [lis manage. 
■ ■ -I- ■ | ■- - 1 . . I n. . r . ; lull rlu.. 



M'lli...i i.i.nv,. ili.-.rili..,l mill f.-.mii,. ,,, 
ilvr twist palmers-; in the making wl 

■ ' •' Ii'"- itl. J O'Vol ■. 

■ fly, whirh bejrlree Viator lathe liMiw-hnu.-*. See i-liap. r. 

mixed with about a hi nth purl nf tbe finest hoe'' woo] j rvnr|i nidi |.|il<- 
<i rang,, winy*, very lain', tnki'i] I'riiiii th.- iiiiil] rVriTfiHr nf a ruddy hen ; 

length, may ba wrapped under u,. ,iiues, niidrt ti, i- i.w.i I.iwit towunl., 

L'hia il a killing fly, and l> to he seen rising mt uf Uie hedge.. In mutt 
Jut dyers. Into in the ereniiur, seldiTn hi-liim .unlet. Hid CMltfoan uu 
...r. Ill.tuimdinuini.tuf Hie warm m, mil, ■ . 
■ iBoiiddleot May 

■ atmimUt 

wry baait and tunnaallon of Hurt art, no milliur In-loro biu> buying rw 
-*"* **ie suhiect bo copknialy and. IKrurately aa Da If* Join 1 : v ■■ -- 
eat. ha»t bwti nada ■!■» hi. time hai> been Banded ati.il 

■.atarasi 

Mtbirlyy, 

. |» ur niiisily L' ii .-i.t, l1 

;■..-. 
uad hi Cotton, with sum.' larialloni in the miji.ii.t ,.i 
in .l..ri- r (, , rlln , I In fin' r,-,t. ,lml ii. tn Hi.''.. ,l,-v Linii.ii ., n ■ 

a.. - ■.■ . 

I> fiiUow nature. 
Partor lhl»llKW.fory»ry Dtivloua.reMnim, wrought iiiti. tlk'fi.ii-i . I 
- -"it ot Mr Cotton : and tW rent, with areittnr ' I 

n, make Not. IL nod III. ill the Appendix. 

"■ -i.tta/Mt»,(i>rniiTly tiulill.h, .1 
Hlt.JI.illn r-.'..llhl a ,v,.,l.. 

,.i 'i ft ii" than Bin ■ .il r. .)■■■. I.:. -i!i..i ■■ 

■ '■. , la oiher rlrers, Md fou.i'i 



I 
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of Isabella-coloured ' mohair ; t lie body ft* little as can be made: 
iin'l ilii' (ring*, or a bright mallard's feather. An admirable tty. 
and in great repute amongst in for a killer. 

5. There is, besides this, another blue dun:+ the dubbing of 
which it is made being thus to be got. Take a small tooth- 
comb, and with it comb tln> riei-k ufa black gray-hound, and the 
down that sticks in the teeth will he of ibe finest blue that ever 
you saw. The wings of this fly can hardly be too white ; and 
he is taken about the tenth of this month, and ksteth till the 
four-and-twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this month also, till towards the end, 
is taken a little black gnat. The dubbing, either of the fur of 
a black water-dog, or the down of a young black water-coot ; 
the wings, of the male of a mallard as white as may be ; the 
body as little as you can possibly make it, ami the wings at 
■ linn -,i~ his body. 

7- From the sixteenth of this month also to the end of it, 
we uae a bright brown ; rV duviini: f:n ivliirh is to be had out 
of a skinner's lime-pita, and of the hair of an abortive calf, 
which the lime will turn to be so bright, as to shine like gold ; 
for the wines of this fly. the feather of a brown ben is best. 
Which fly is also Eaken'till the tenth of April. 



All the same hackles and flies that were taken in March will 
be taken in this mouth also, with this distinction only concerning 
the flics, that all the browns be lapped with red silk, and the 
duns with yellow. 

How it. bum By this mm will anp™- from the following- «n«4ott, (or 
which 1 am obliged Ui a very ui(ri>iui>ull and learned lady. Tin, Archduke 

Allwrtiia, "'1ii.li Karri,-, I tlii> Infanta Isabella, daughter of PMlip t)w 

Second, Klnoot Spain, with whum he had I hi' i-uiv CiHintriea ■■ tany. 
.( trj lay iii* 5 e to Oitvnil. thaa <■ ■«•«>- 

clcithei. Contrary T'i .:* ]m'.T;ili. ,li, ;i- I J ■ r- .lory Hfcy*. it was II 
before, the place waa reduced, -in which tune her H>ghn?Ws 
a.-iniiled tlic aliuvi! mentioned, hue. 

|ialf! part at » starling's leather. This fly is taken from eight uTiltreu, 

' im.Vk, '.. i'.;. i. i< ai=.. .-idled the ash. coloured dua, ■*! bin* dim. i> 

i'r,..ii]..,.,iir..iL, ii caiin , n ;• — v,iy -i-, ; ,ii. [luii Hi., h.v.k. kuewaattv 

ihoMbYthesl.es,. H, i. I !.v, 1 ,..,,.l, r.. t ,t, iinotl Us Tk. ■'■- 

i.f the ify is »wlly tin' same with rhut ot the greet, drake. °- - 
the year u Fi'hnmry, they wilh dr..[i on IIil' »',il.T liefore 
...... 
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1 . T.j these a small bright brown, made of a spaniel's fur, 
with a Inrhr. gray wing, in a bright day, and a clear water, is 
very well taken. 

2. We have, too, a little* dark brown; the dubbing of that 
colour, and some violet camlet mixed ; and the wing, of the 



fly called the violet-fly, made of a dark violet stuff; with the 
wings of the gray feather of a mallard. 

4. About the twelfth of this month comes in a fly called the 
whirling dun.f which i.- t.ikiii every day. about the mid time of 
day, all this month through, and, by fits, from thence to the end 
of June ; and is commonly made of the down of t> fox-cub, 
which is of an asli colour at the roots next the skin, and ribbed 
about with yellow silk ; the wings of the pale gray feather of a 
mallard. 

5. There is also a yellow dun : t the dubbing of camel's hair, 
and yellow camlet, it wool, mixed , and a white gray wing. 

6. There is atio this month aiii'tlicr little brown, besides 
that mentioned before, made with a slender body ; the dubbing 
of dark brown and violet camlet, mixed, and a gray wing ; 
which, though the direction for the making be near the other, 
ia yet another By, and will take when the other will not, 
especially in a bright day and a clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this month comes in a fly called 
the horse-flesh fly ; the dubbing of which is a blue mohair, with 
pink-coloured and red tnminy mixed, a lijiht coloured wing, and 
a dark brown head. This fly is taken best in an evening, and 
kills from two hours before sunset till twilight, and is taken the 
month through. 

* Dark hrotm. Dub with tlie bail of a dark brown spaniel, or (alt, 
that look* ruddy by belli* exposed Ui wind mid weather ; warp with 
yellow; win*, dill starting 1 ! leather. Taken from eight to eleven. 

HlatHUDU aduiicH, that it requires the closest attention to flu natun! 

■!-■■■ .'■! ;■■ i- ■.!■■• ..i I ■:■!-. ii: :: .1 rili.isllv. .illirh is also the calf 

with the viuU-l, i>r :;l. immiiv.1 dim. When I In- II v first nuueiirs, it is 
warlT of •chocolate .-,.|.., lr . .,■,„!, vlinli. I. v the middle of Miy.it has been 

i.WryMl to J..hi,ni' r.. .lI -r ;i l.'ir,..n .-■-!■ . ■ i it Ni.illi. rii ,ni^|..i:- .: L II ir. 

by way of em I ne lie..-, th. 1 il.rk l.ri.im, .ithirs .'all it the tour.winfl-ed 
brown : it his four ,v.n:r-. Inn:.- Cal m: lis bark, sumethhut loiurcr than 
too oeaiy, wMeh La lonrah, hut hut taper. 'Lille fly must be made on a 

t Litllt Ir/arling i'un. ' The body, fox cub, mil a little light ruddy 

wins : "in:: ..: ■....mi chitikpn, whkh is better. 

■■... :i..,i iv lulling dun In in tho 
ov.rnln*. ami lute nt nhjh L 

[ IWDnrdaw. Dob with a (Ball auautitj- of pale yellow rrewel, mixed 









I 



M* 



And now, nr, MM ire ire entering into the month of Mat 
I ihink it requisite to beg not only your attention, but also your 
beat patience, for 1 must now be a little tedious with you, anil 
dwelt upon tbii month longer than ordinary, which, that you 
may the better endure, I mutt tell you, this month deserves and 
requires to be insist I'd on, forasmuch as it alone, and the next 
following, afford more pleasure to the fly angler than all the 
rest; and here it IB that you are to expect an account of the 
green-drake and stone-fly, promised you so long ago, and some 
others that are peculiar to this month, and part of the month 
following, and that, though not so great cither in bulk or name, 
do yet stand in competition with the two before named, and so 
that it is yet undecided amongst the anglers to which of the 
pretenders to the title of the May-fly it does properly and duty 
belong. Neither dare I, where so many of the learned in thk 
art of angling are got in dispute about the controversy, take 
upon me to determine ; but 1 think I ought to hare a vol*- 
amongst them, and, according to that privilege, shall gire yon my 
five opinion, and, peradcermire, when 1 have told you all, you 
may incline to think me in the right. 

Viator. I have so groat u deference to your judgment in these 
matters, that I must always be of jour opinion; and the more 
you speak, the faster I grow to my attention, for I can never be 
weary of hearing you upon this subject. 

Piscatar. Wh ' 
prepare yourself 
the flies of less esteem, (though almost any thing will take « 
Trout in May,) that I may afterwards insist the longer upon 
those of greater note and reputation. Know, therefore!, that the 
first fly wo take notice of in this month, is called 

1. The turkey-fly; the dubbing ravelled out of some blue 
stuff, and tapped about with yellow silk; the wings of a grnv 
mallard's feather. 

2. Next, a great hackle, or palmer-fly, with a yellow body, 
ribbed with gold tivi»t, and large wings, of mallard's feathei 
dyed yellow, with a red upon's hackle over all. 

3. Then a black fly ; the dubbing of a black apaniel> fur. 
and the wings of it gray mallard's feather. 

4. After that, a light brown, with a slender body ; the dub- 
bing twivled upon small ler! -ill:, and rais-.'d with the point of a 
needle, that tlie ribs, or row- of silk, nun appear through thr 
wings of the gray feather of a mallard. 

5. Next, a little dial! the dubbing of a bear's dun whirled 
upon yellow silk; the wings, of the gray feather of a nnjlurd. 
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fi. Then a white gnat, with n [■:,]:• wing, ami a black bend. 

7. There is also, this inntitli. a My called the peacock - dy ; 
tin? body triade of a whir) i>i" n I'l-m't'; leather, with a red head; 
and wing*, of a mallard's feather. 

8. We havt' ihcu iinrjtln-r vi M y killing fiy, known by the name 
of the dun-cut ; " the dubbine "f wbieli is n lieiir's dun, with a 
little blue arid yellow mined with it ; a large dun wing, and two 
bonis at the bead, made of die hairs of a squirrel's tail. 

9. The next is the cow-lady, a little llyst the hudy, of a pea- 
cock's feather; the wing, of a red feather, or strips of the red 
hackle of a cock. 

10. We have then the row-diing l)y ; the dubbing, light brown 
and yellow mixed { the winR, lite dark gray feather of a mallard. 
And note that, besides these above mentioned, all the same hackles 
and dies, the hackles only brighter, and the dies smaller, that arc 
taken in April, will also be taken this month, as also all browns 
and duns; and now I come to my stout; -fly and green-drake, which 

ore the nifttadores for Trout i.nd I ;;,n line-. I, in their season, 

kill more fish in our Derbyshire rivers, than all the rest, (Hist 
and to come, in the whole year besides. 

But first, 1 am to tell you. that we have four several flies 
which contend for the title of ih<- tin -si;. , iijiuely. the green- 
drake, the stone-fly. the black -II y, and the little yellow Muy-fly. 

And all these have their champions and advocates to dispute 
and plead their priority ; though I do not understand why the 
two lost named should — the iirst two having so manifestly the 
advantage, both in their beauty, and the wonderful execution 
[hey do in their season. 

1 1 . Of these, the green-drake comes in about the twentieth 
of this month, or betwixt that and the latter end, (for they are 

.sometimes sooner I sometime-. Lit . i-. ummling to the quality 

of the year.) but never well taken till towards the end of this 
month and the beginning of June. The stone-fly comes much 
sooner, so early as the middle of Ajiiil. hut is never well taken 
till towards the middle of May. um I euiirinues to kill much longer 
than4he green-drake stays with u.. so long as to the end almost of 
June ; and, indeed, so long as there are any of them to be seen 
upon the water; and sometimes, in an artitu-iiil fly, and late at 
night, or before sunrise in the morning, longer. 

Now, both these Hits, and I believe many others, though I 
think not all, are certainly and demonstratively bred in the very 
rivers where they are taken ; our cadis or cod-bait, which lie 



,.i'L'i;i'ikr "(:, s hi rj iv pry day, this is JL £r< 
Ni'elle, with Mack a|],>ts, ulWwieg ,:«. 



ust. 
dis- 
ks 



under stone* at the bottom of the water. Bloat of tbstn lunfag 
into (hose two flies,' ami being gathered in the husk, or crust, 
near the time of their maturity, are very easily known and dii- 

thaguished, and are or "II other (1 Ml remarkable, both for 

their size, as being "lull nil in- the I'iggest, [die shortest of them 
being a full inch long or more,) and for the execution they do, 
the Trout find Grayling being much more greedy of them than 
of n.nv others; and, indeed, the Trout never feeds fat, nor come; 
inlo his perfect season, till these (lies come in. 

Of these the green-drake never discloses from his husk till he 
be first there grown to full maturity, body, wings, and all; and 
then he creeps out of his cell, but with bis wings so crimped and 
ruffled, by being prosed together in thai uarruw room, that they 
are for some hours totally useless to him ; by which means be is 
compelled cither to creep upon t lie flags, sedges, and blades of 
grass, (If his first rising from the bottom of the water be near die 

banks of the river, j [ill the air nnil sun stiffen ami s ill them: 

or if his first appearance above water happen to be in the middle, 
he then Ik's upon tin- surface of the water, like a ship at bull. 
(for his feet are totally useless to him there, and he cannot creep 
upon the water as the stone-fly can,) until his wings have got 
stiffness to fly with, if by some Trout or Grayling he be not 
taken in the interim, i which ten to one be is.) and then Ins 
wings stand high, and closed exact upon his back, like the but- 
terfly, and his motion iu flying is the siime.f His body is in some 
of a paler, in ethers. ,i|" ;< darker yellow, (for they are not all 
exactly of a colour,) ribbed with rows of green, long, slender, 
and growing sharp towards the tail, at the end of which he bus 
three long small whisks of a very dark colour, almost black, and 
his tail turns up towards his back like a mallard, from whence, 
questionlesB, he has bis name of the green-drake. These (as ' 
think 1 told yon before) we commonly dape or dibble with 
and having gathered great store of (beni into a long draw box, 
with holes iu the cover to give them air, (where also they will 
continue fresh and vigorous a night or more.) we take them out 
thence by the wings, and. bait then] tints upon the hook. Wr 
first take one, (for we commonly tish with two of them it a 

lime, 1 putting the point of the hook into the thickest part 

of his body, under one of his wirirs, run it directly throujrh, and 
out at the other side, leaving him spitted cross upon the hook ; 
and then taking the other, put him on after "' 



■leant! 
'hence. 

"J&! 
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but with his head the contrary way : in whirl] posture they will 
live upon the hook, and play with their wings, Tor n quarter of 

; but you must have H care to keep their wings 



dry-, both from the water, anil also that your fingers be m 



you take them out to bait them, for then your bait it 



Having- now told you how to angle with this fly alive, 1 am 
now to tell you next how to make an artificial fly, that will so 
perfectly resemble him," as to lie taken in a rough windy day, 
when no flies can lie upon the water, nor are tu be found about 
the banks anil side- <•! the river, to a wonder j nnd with which 
you shall certainly kill the best Trout and Grayling in the 

The artificial green-drake, t then is made upon a large hook, 
the dubbing camel's hair, bright bear"* hair, the soft down that 
is combed from a hog's bristles, and yellow camlet, well mixed 
together; the bwly loiif. and ribbed about with green silk, or 
rather yellow, waxed with green wits ; the whisks of the tall of 
the long hairs of subles nr titihet. nnd the wings of the white- 
gray feather of a mallard, dyed yellow, which also is to be 
dyed thus : 

Take the root of a barbary tree, aod shave it, and put to it 
woody vis?, with as much alurn as a walnut, and boil your 
feathers in it with rain water, and they will be of a very fine 
yellow. 

that he is taken at all hours, during his season.J whilst there is 
any day upon the sky; antl with u made fly 1 once took, ten 
days ofterhe was absolutely gone, in a cloudy day, after a shower, 
and in a whistling wind, lire and thirty rery great Trouts and 
Graylings, betwist five and eidit of the clock in the evening, 
and had no less than live or -i\ Hies, with three good hairs apiece, 
taken from me. in despite of my heart, besides. 

12. 1 should now come next to the stone-fly, but there is 
another gentleman in my way, that must of necessity come in 
between, and that is the gray-drake, which in all shapes and 
dimensions is perfectly the same with the other, but almost quite 
of another colour, being of a paler, and more livid yellow, and 
green, and ribbed iritb bW'k quit* down his body, with black 

• The nuMnlilmi'-i' i- r,..l much near »r, 1 should sn>, thin Hrunkt'a cloud 
tu a , -ii rr. (■!,..]■» whale— J. R. 

f Or™. *- u *r, or -W,w it,. Ill- body ..I mmu'i lur, nr yrilnw M 
little fom-enu down, and boil, wool, or light brawn rr.-.rn * Turkey . 



" 



.!■ i.. ■;.■■. v 

te yellnw, _ 

:iiitli-T, itv.'.l ii.lloiv : Ihr.M. wi-kn Id bit tail from 
... .. _. ilny. lull chiefly frura twu t-i lour Ilk lln- ,i1"t-tii..i.iii. 

Iinsbc .»,, O.M_„ n -i.„ _J !l ' ' 



loilr-d; warli Willi Ti:il" vi'lluw, nr r.-A l'-imVs hiwklp, under lhl< wlnn i 
■ ■■■-..: ■■ 



-liimriR wings, anil ■<> iliapliaimus ami tender, cohweh-like,"tlult 
they are of no uw for dapinc ; but come in, ani! are taken after 
the green-drake, and in un artificial fly kill wry well, which Sj 
is thus made:' Tile dubbing of the down of n bog's bristles and 
blurt spaniel's fur minil. mil] ribVrl down the bod) with black 
silk; the whisks, of the hair* of the beard of a black cat; and 
the wings, of [he black gray feather of a mallard. 

And now 1 come to the stone-fly ; but I am afraid I hove 
already wearied yum | ■ ii ii- u !■■- , which, if 1 have, I beseech you 
freely tell me bo. and I will defer the rcnmiiuiu," instructions for 
fly angling til) some other rime. 

Viator. No, truly, sir. 1 can never be weary of hearing you. 
But if you think tit, berrm-i' I urn afraid I am too troublesome, 
to refresh yourself with >• gtii*- anil n [lijie, ymi may afterwards 
proceed, and 1 shall be exceedingly pleased to bear you. 

Fixator. I thank you, sir, for that motion ; for, believe mc, 
1 am dry with talking, : here, boy! give us here a bottle and a 
glass ; and, air, my service to you, and to all our friends in the 

Rotor. Your servant, sir ; and I'll 
for the good powdered beef I ate at di 
has made me thirsty. 
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FISHING AT THE Ti 



Viator. So, sir, I am now ready fur another lesson, so soon 
os you please to give i_l me. 

Piscaior. And I, sir, as ready to give you the best I can 
Hiiilii!; Hilil ynu [lie time iif the stonc-lly's coining in, and thai 
he is bred of a cadis in the very river where he is taken, 1 I am 
next to tell you that, 

13. This same stone-fly has not the patience to continue in 
his crust, or busk, till his wings be full grown : but us soon at 

a Grov-rfrn**. Tim body, of annlnolule whitooatri raft-other [ the erJ 

I'll!!' hv!t 'iM-i'ii .ii'ii'i! 

mallard. A very aiul.iir riv, ,-|..-mli v 
..i" iziiuii'il with thofrpea. drake. 
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ever they begin to put nut, thnt he fool^ himself strong, fat which 
time we call him a jack,) iqpe&ta him.i-ll" out of prison, ami 
crawls to the top of some stone, where, if he ran find a chink 
,n creep twtwist two atones, t' 



we also lav 
■rings he full 



grown; and then is your nnly place tu find him, (and from 
thence doubtless he derives his name ;) though, for want of surh 
convenience, he will ninkt* shift with the hollow of a bank, or 
any other place where the triad cannot come to fetch him off. 
His body is long, and pretty thick, and as broad at the tail 
almost us in the middle : his colour n very line brown, ribbed 
with yellow, and mnrh yellower on the belly than Che back : 
he has two or three whisks also at the tag of his lad), and two 
little horns open his head: his wines, when full grown, are 
double, and flat down his back, of [he same colour, but rather 
darker than his body, and longer than it, though he makes but 
little use of them; for you shall rarely see him flying, tliutik'b 
often swimming and paddling with several feet he has under his 
belly, upon the water, without 'lirring a wing. But the drake 
will mount stcc[>ti'-ln'U.'ln into the :.ir : though he is to be found 
upon flags and grass too, mid indeed every where, high and low, 

near the river ; there being so many of l liens in (heir -.is ■ 

were they not a very inoffensive insect, would look like a 
plague: and these drakes ('since I forgot to tell you before, 1 
will tell you here) am taken by I lie li-h to that incredible degree 
that, upon a calm din , ynn shall •■•■■• the 'till deeps continually 
all over circles by the fishes rising, who will gorge themselves 
with those flies till they purge again out of their gills : * and the 
Trotttfl are at that time -o lusty ami strung, that one of eight or 
ten inches long will then more struggle and tug, und more 
endanger your tackle, than one twice as big in winter. But 
pardon this digression. 

This stone-fly, then, we dape or dibble with as with the 
drake, but with this difference, that whereas the green-drake is 
common both to stream and still, and to all hours of the day. 
we seldom dape with this but in the streams, (for in a whistling 
wind a made-fly. in the deep, is better,) and rarely, but early 
and late, it not being so proper for the mill time of the day ; 
though a great Gravling will then Hike it verv well in a ahurp 
stream, and, here and there, a Trout, too, but much better 
towards eight, nine, ten, or eleven, of Ibe clock at night, at 
which time, also, the best fish rise, and the later the better, 
provided you can see your fly ; and when you cannot, a made 

ivi>«u(hl a 'I rr,,it -I, full nt rli. 'ni ii,;ii. in tat ill' him nH'tlit hook, 
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fly will murder, which is to be made thus ; the dubbin?, iA 
Item's dun. with a little brown anil yellow camlet very well 
mixed, but so placed ibut your fly may be more yellow on the 
belly and toward* the tail, underneath, than in any other pari ; 
:oi(t you tire to place two or three hairs of a black cat's beard on 
the top of the Look, ill your arming, so of to be turned up when 
you warp on your dubbing, and to stand almost upright, and 
staring one from another ; and note, that your fly is to lie ribbed 
with yellow silk ; and the whiga long, and very large, of the 
durk cniy leather of a mallard. 

14. The next May-fly is the black -fly; made with a black 
liody. of the whirl of an ostrich feather, ribbed with silver twist, 
and tlie black hackle of H cock over all ; and is a killing flj, but 
not to be n;iiiit.'<l witli cither of the other. 

15. The lost May-fly (that is of the four pretenders*) is the 
little yellow May. fly ; in shape eiactly the same with the green- 
drake, but a very little one, and of os bright a yellow as can be 
seen ; which is made of a bright yellow camlet, and the wings 
of a white gray feather dyed yellow. 

16. The last fly for this month, (and which continue} all June, 
though it comes" in the middle of May.) i- the fly called [he 
camlet-fly, in shape like a moth, with tine diapered or water 
wings, and with which (as I told you before) I sometimes used 
to dibble ; nod Cray ling will rise mightily at it. But the arti- 
ficial Hy (which is only in use amongst our anglers) is made of 
a dark brown jhiiiiiu- iv.ioli i . i i!.!i,-l over with a very small light 
green silk; the wings, of the double gray feather of a mallard; 
and it is a killing fly for small fell. And so much for May. 



From the first to the four -and -twentieth, the green.drake and 
stunc-ny are taken, as I told you before. 

1. From the twelfth to the four -and -twentieth, late at night, 
is taken a fly called the owl-Hy ;f the dubbing of a white weasel'* 
(ail ; and a white gray wing. 

■2. We have then another dim, called the barm-fly, from itf 
yeasty colour. The dubbing of the fur of a yellow dun cat ; 
and a gray wing, of a mallard's feather. 

3. We have also a hackle with a purple body, whipped alw 
with a red capon's feather. 

+ BWtt fm&t, a- «*<-*(. TH* bod- ol while ostrich B*rf, *M 

'. ■' ■ ' ■'■'■■ ■ ■ ■ 

111- n-lut,. i,r paliM-Ml'inivil inothn, iurh in the ghur- —"■ ■ " ' 

zuwtiti,! are called ovl-flu-n hy sn e irri —J, 11. 
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4. As also a gold twist buckle with a purple body, whipped 
iibout with a red CApon'i feather. 

5. To these we have, this month, a flesh-fly ; the dubbing of 
a black spaniel's fur and blue wool mixed, and a gray wing. 

6. Aiao another little flesh-fly ; the body made of tile whirl 
of a peacock's feather ; and (he wing, of the gray feather of a 
drake. 

7. We have then the peacock -fly ; the boily and wing both 
ruiule of the feather of that bird. 

8. There is also the flying-ant, or ant-fly;" the dubbing of 
brown and red cumlri miseJ, with a light gray wing. 

9. We have likewise a brown gnat; with a very slender body 
of brown and violet ■■miki, "ill mixed, and a light gray wing. 

10. And another little hlack gnat;f the dubbing of black 
mohair, anil n white gray wing. 

11. As also agreen grasshuimir; the dubbing of green and 
yellow wool mixed, ribbed over with green silk, and a red 
capon's feather over all. 

13. And, lastly, a little dun grasshopper ; the body slender, 
made of a dun camlet, and a dun hackle at the top. 



First, all the small flies that were taken in June are also taken 
in thia month. 

1. We have then the orange-fly;]: tbednbbing of orange 
wool, and the wing of a black feather. 

2. Also a Uttle white dun ; the body made of white mohair, 
and the wing, blue, of a heron's feather. 

3. We have likewise this month a wasp-fly ; made either of 
a dark brown dubbing, » aba the fur of a black cat's tail, 
ribbed about with yellow silk ; and the wing, of the gray 
feather of a nuOJard . 

4. Another fly taken tills month is a black hackle ; the body 
made of the whirl of a peacock's feather, and a black hackle 
feather on the top. 

5. We have also another, made of a peacock's whirl without 
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hug's hair mixed, which 1 call the palin-fiy, and do believe b li 
taken for a palm, that drops off the willows into the water ; I'm 
this fly I have seen Trouts take little pieces of moss, as they 
have swum down the river ; by which I conclude that the best 
»Eiy to hit (lie right colour is to compare your dubbiili/ with the 
moss, and mix the colours as near as vou can. 

7. There is also laken. this month, a black blue dun ; the 
dubbiuc of the fur of a black nsbbit mi\ed with a little yellow . 
the wings, of the feather of a blue pigeon's wing. 



The same flies with July, 

1. Then another i.m-ily ; the dubbing of the black brown 
liair of a cow, some red warped in for the tag "< his tail, urn! ■ 
dark wing. A killing fly, 

2. Next, a llv called die Icrn-tiv -.' the dubbing of the fur ol 
a hare's neck, that is of tho colour of fern, or bracken, with n 
il.ii'kish gray wiiiij i -.f ii mallard's feather. A killer too. 

3. Besides thc-e we have a white hackle; the body of while 
mohair, and warped about with a white hackle -feather ; and 
this is assuredly taken Tor thistle-down. 

4. We have also, rbis month, a Harry -long -legs ; f the body 
made or bear's dun and blue wool miied, and a brown hackle 
feather over all . 

Lastly, in this month, all the same browns and duns are taken 
that were taken in May. 



This month the same flies are taken that are taken in April, 

1. To which I shall only odd a camel- brown fly. the dubbine 
pulled out of the lime of a wall, whipped about with red silk; 
and a darkish gray mallard's feather for the wing. 

2. And one other fur which we have no name ; but it is 
made of the buck Lair of ;> 1 milker's •kin. mi\ed with the yellow 
softest down of a sanded hog. 



The same (lies are taken this month thnt were taken in Mire). 

* Thin li nat nrniM'HY h flr, full a b"etlp, pilled tho ftrrn, nr Attn 
i-linfer, (WsfafaiiftoLH&ok.l^J. II. 

■ . . ■ .■ . . 

.,,1.1 „ f,.„. hnirs .'ii liiflit l.lw m.ilmir, ,ci,l I Intl., f,.i.™6 fowl) ; hit 
•iilli I.L'hs uriiy ur p;il,' lilni' sill. ■. Hi,, In-ail laigv. Taken rlii-^r la a 

■ I) win.lv iliii". I lisivi- liirin. ■ It , ii. in- rn.T. mit LnndMi, imd'tra' 

sucrpw, atlilne with a lung line, irnJ tin- IimhI «f tin* ipnet oilj — H. 
Cnll.,1 l.l.i. .F..nnjjfiiipcr In ScotlHKii Uic tiiuria "n*n ot iiiwhidti 
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) February are taken this 



,s leant 



: with the fly this month, no more than they 
lut yet, if the weather be warm, (as I hare 

,■:< in iuy life Id be, ei-eri in tbi-, cold country, 
xpected.) then a brown, that looks red in "' 



. iv-broth : but. 
. at the beet, it h hardly worth a man's labour. * 

And now, sir, 1 have dune Willi riv-ii-hing, or angling at the 
top, excepting, once mure, to tell um, i hat of all these (and 1 
have named you a great many u'fy killing ilic.) none are fit to 
be compared with the drake and stone-lly, both for many and 
very great fish ; and yet there are some days that are by no 
means proper for the sport. And in a calm you shall not have 
near so much sport, even with riapfru;, us in a whistling gale of 
wind, for two reasons, both because you are not so easily 
discovered by the fish, and also because there are then but few 
flies, that can lie upon the water ; fur where they have so much 
choice, you jiiilv r;:-ilv Mrui'iNi 1 liny will nut be so eager ami 
forward to rise at n bait, that both the shadow of your body, 
and tbnt of your rod, nay. of your very line, in a hot cairn 
day, will, in spite of your best caution, render suspected 
to them : but even tlnn. in sivil'r streams, or by sitting down 
patiently behind a willow bush, you shall do more execu- 
tion than at almost any other time of the year, with any 

other fly: thuugh n,ie lm ,y , etnues bit of aday when he shall 

come home very well satisfied with sport with several other 

» Some, in making i fly, word ir ujiun, ncirl fatten it immediately. In tin- 
|:ih.ik-lint:, i- lirO.rJ- it be of put, er:Vtf, "r llilir , others ivhlp on ttiv ^lintlk 
of the honk a itirl bog's lirlitl^ Sent intu ■■ loop : and. luiiremiiiL' diw 

1 eonfeM the latter, except for imall Mm, flfrmi to me the more eligible 
way: ami Itbas thin advantagr, tluit it enables you to keep your tlie- 10 
exepllent order ; to do whicli, slriim tliem, f .l. 3i -f. c-i. — ■.j.^r nt t- 1 v. Ilir..n;!i 

i 1 ■■ ;■.. 'I -< (1 i.' |'^i',- '■ ■ :■■■.,!, ■■! .il 1 -,-."iL iii.'bu' I. ill,:; :li.iI 

• trine alio thereon, through a tarre. liuthole, a very small tMul "t Band*. 

....... ... 

and lay them in round flat t-o--, with |i;'|-er I'Muvi'i] earh ring. And 
when you aw Inem, having a neat loop at the lower entl id your hook- Ituh, 
you may put tbeoiou and take them off it pleasure. 

In the rrtlirr way, you are troubled with ( great length o[ hook.link, 
. i.. ' ■ ■ ■■■■ ■■ ■ ' , . ■ .i ■ ■ -. .,,. i . . ...... 

i : will not UUi* ths fly, you amy 
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Hie*. But with these two, the green drake and the stone-fly, I 
do verily believe, 1 could, tome days in my life, had I not teen 
weary of slaughter, have louden a lusty boy; and have some- 
times, 1 do honestly assure you, given over upon the mere 
account of satiety of sport ; which will he no hard matter to 
believe, when 1 likewise assure you, that with this very fly, 1 
have, in this very rin.-r thai run- bv us. in three or four hours, 
taken thirty, five-and-thirty, and forty of the best Trauts in the 
i ivcr. Wlim shame urul pily is it then, that such a river should 
be destroyed bv the barest sort of people, by those unlawful 
ways of fire and netting in the night, and of damming-, groping, 
spearing, hanging, mid houkiau' \>\ day ; which are now grown 
so common, that though wp have very good laws to punish such 
offenders, every rascal does it, for aught I see, imjiuiit.' 

To conclude, 1 cannot now, in honesty, hut frankly tell you, 
that many of these Hies I have named, at least «) made as M 
make them here, will pentd venture do you no gTeat service in 
your southern rivers ; t and will not conceal from you, hut thai 
1 have sent flies v> -ii'.nd friend* in London, that, for aught I 
could ever hear, never did any great feats with them ; and. 
therefore, if you intend to profit by my instructional you must 
come to angle with me here in the Peak ; and so, if you please, 
let ub walk up to supper ; and to-morrow, if the day he windy, 
as our days here commonly are, it is ten to one but we shall 
take n good dish of fish for dinner. 



h impunity in -onie parti afD ai tja Mra, 



■ ■ Uiunuiiiratitra/t*«f «i«, 

— j.-l>,-iaMl ivilFi Ml" milii ,■■ 
ami Int.', t.ri*lit l.n.wn, it,.' Uiufc mat, yvllniv.diiu. m.1 whirltnr-du, 

■ -'lit, (,'"'('!! i'li'l !.'r.u-'lr;iki'. Linn ] , ■ t-fly , i-ulv.duug.Hj Unit UIL.fr. 

bnlirer.fly, antl j<-i n-t' i . be shall catrb i ■■■■ 11 . ',r,i | I,: . , , 
■ ■ 
■ . ■■ 

wli.nvfiit int., \V;.|.- r.i ii. h -. - ■ 1 : i 111.' Tli.-'nl : vi' intmiuueil, nude it 

■'-. ■»■'!. «i .'1 t -i* ■'-■■■■ ""■■-, kill "-nr a fflonaod farm 

• •I Trout and Grayling, ii- appeared tti liira Jny an amount in »vriftnf, 
wtiirli he ki-ut 'if tai'li dnv"* .^jt-ri':-*,. I,i n,i,rlrirmliiin whirntf, aDd at a 
profit how the riTpr* ih Wall's abound wfth fith, U» nadw will flndintar 
Appendix-, No, V, n little aci-nunt, kppl l.y aniithcr |.,ir-.. : . 
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CHAPTER IX. 
DT WEATHER, BEST IN THE STILL D 



Piscatar. A good day to you, sir ; I see you trill always be 
stirring before me. 

Viator. Why, to (ell you the truth, [ am so allured with, the 
sport I had yesterday, that I long to be at the river again ; and 
when I beard the wind sing in my chamber window, eould 
forbear no longer, but leap out of ted, and had just made M 
end of dressing myself as you came in. 

Pitmiot. Weil, I Jim both glad \ on are so ready for the day. 
and (hat the liny is so fit for you. And look you, I have made 
ynii three or four flit's this iruirniriLr - this silver twist hackle, 
this, bear's dun, this lkbt brown, and tills dark brown, any of 
which I dare say will do ; but you may try them all, and see 
which does best : only 1 must usk ymir pardon that I cannot 
wait upon you this uiornirijr, u little business being fallen out, 
(hat fop two or three hours will deprive me of your company ; 
but I '11 come and eail you home to dinner, and my man shall 
attend you. 

Viator. Oh, sir, mind your affairs by all means. Do but 
lend me a little of your skill ro tln-i' line tliis, and, unless it 
have forsaken me -hire u-ti'i-il.i'.. ! shall t'nul lin-k of my own, 
I hope, to do smucthinir. 

Piseator. The b.-st instruction 1 run give you, is, that seeing 
the wind ourlf the water, and blows the right way, you would 
now angle up the still deep to-day ; for betwixt the rocks where 
the streams are, urn would bud it nuw too brisk ; and, beside*. 1 
won hi have yon take fish in both waters. 

Vialnr. I'll obey your direction, mid so good morning to 

Ci. Come, young man, let you and 1 walk together. But 
k you, »ir, 1 have not done with you yet ; 1 expect another 
lesaoti for anglinj,' .it tie bottom, in the afternoon. 
vttor. Well, sir, I '11 he ready for you. 



" 



CHAPTER X. 

TO ORES8 * TROUT AND GRAYLING. 



Piscatar. On, sir T are you returmd? you have but just |i 
vented me. 1 was coming to call you. 

Viator. I am glad, then, I have saved you the labour. 

Piwator. And how have you sped ? 

Viator. You shall see tliat, air, presently ; look you, 
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litre are three* brace of Trouts, one of them the biegest butunr 
that ever I killed with a fly in my life ; and yet 1 lust b bigger 
(ban that, with my lly to hoot ; and hero are three Graylings, 
undone of them lunger b\ some inches than that I took yesterday, 
and yet I .thought that a good one too. 

Piscator. Why, you have made a pretty good morning's \ 
on 't ; and now, *ir, what think you of our river Dove? 

Viator. I think it to be the best Trout river in E 
:inr! am so far in love with it, that if it 
could keep it to myself. I would not exchange that water for all 
the land it runs over, to be totally debarred from it. 

Fixator. That compliment to the river speaks you 



lover of the art of angling. 



e part of 



will myself dre-s you ilus dish of fish for your dinner: 
into the purluiir. you will find one book or other, in the windo 1 
10 entertain von the while ; and you shall have it presently. 
Viator. Well, air, I obey you. 



I long to be at it. 

Piscator. Kail to then : now, air, what say you, am I a 
tolerable cook or no? 

Viardr. So good a one that I did never eat so good fish in 
my life. This lisli is iidinitely better than any I ever tasted of 
the kind in my life. It is quite another thing than our Trout* 
about London. 

Pitcator. You would say so, if that Trout you eat of were 
in right season : but pray eat of the Grayling, which, upon my 
word, at this time, is by much the better tisb. 

Viator. In earnest, and so it is. And 1 have one request to 
make to you, which is, that as you have taught me to rati-h 
Trout and Grayling, you will now teach ine how to dress then 
as these are dny-eil. whn'h, iju.'sti unless, i- of all other the 

Piectitar. That I will, sir, with all my heart; and am glad 
you like tbem so well as to make that request. Ami they arc 
dressed thus : 

Take your Trout, wash, and dry him with a clean napkin; 
then open him, and baling taken out his guts, and all the bloui 
wipe him very clean within, but wash him not ; and give him 
three scotches with a knife to the bone, on one side only. Aftei 
which take a clean kettle, ajid put in it as much hard stale beer, 
(but it roust not be dead,) vinegar, and a little white wine and 
water, as will cover ihi 1 fish win in [.ml to boil : then throw into 
the liquor a good quantity of salt, the rind of a lemon, a handful 
* Spoke Bks n Suath.country nun. 
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of sliced horse-radish root, with a handsome little fitggot of rose- 
mary, thyme, and winter savory. Then set your kettle upon- a 
«]uick fire of wood, anil let your lienor (mil up to the height 
before you put in your fish; mill then, if there he many, put 
them in one by one, that they may not so cool the liquor as to 
make it rail. And whilst your li-h U lioilini;. brut up the butter 
for your sauce with a ladlehil or two of tile bo,uor it is boiling 
in. And being lulled enough. Iimm i!inte|j |"'iir the b'quor from 
the fish: and being laid in a dish, pour your butter upon it; 
and strewing it [lUniit'ully over with shaved horse -radish, and a 
little pounded ginger, garnish the sides of your dish, and the fish 
itself, with 11 -lici.'il lemon in rwo, and serve it up.* 

A Grayling is also to be dressed exactly after the same 
manner, saving that he is to be scaled, which a Trout never is; 
and that must lie done either with one's nails, or very lightly 
and carefully with ;t knife, for fair of bruising the tish. And 
note, that these kinds of tish, a Trout csjiecially, if he is not 
eaten within four or five hours after he lie taken, is worth 
nothing. 

But tome, sir, 1 see you have dined ; and, therefore, if you 
please, we will walk down again to the little house, anil there 
I will read you a lecture of angling at the bottom. 






CHAPTER XL 



Fialor. Ho, sir, now we are here, and set. let nie have my 
instructions for angling fur Trout mill Grayling "t the bottom ; 
which, though not so easy, an cleanly, nor, as 'tis said, so genteel 
it way of fishing u with 11 fly, i< vol, if I nii>tuke not, a good 
holding wiiy. mid take-, li-h when untiring else will. 

Pueator. Von lire in the right, it does so : and a worm is so 
sure a bait at all times, tbilt, excepting in a Hood, I would 1 had 
laid H thousand pounds that I killed, fish, more or less, with it, 
winter or summer, every dm rlirniijrhoiit 'hi' year; those days 
always excepted, that, upon a more serious account, always 
ought so to be. But not longer to delay you, f will begin and 
tell you, that angling at the bottom is, ah-o. commonly of two 
sorts, (and yet there is a third way of tingling with a ground- 
bait, and to very great effect, too. ns shall be said hereafter.) 
namely, by band, or with a cork or float. 

That we call angling by bund, is of three sorts. 

mucll tintler Luilpfl ur fri«d. Ljiuih glvi-h direction- fur lulling tnem in 
— — y similar In tin- alaive rciiHiu/Luttun, — J. B. 



r 



The first, with a line about half the length of the rod, a p 
weighty plumb, and three hairs next the hook, which w 
running line, and with one large brandling, or a dpw.wo 
moderate axe, or two small one- of the first, or any other ton 
proper for a Trout, of which my father Walton bat already gi> 
von the Dames, and saved me a labour, or, indeed, almost t> 
worm whatever ; for if a Trout he in the humour lo bite, il 
be such a worm as I never yet saw, that he will refuse ; 
you fish with two, you are then to bait your hook thus: Yoi 
are, firnt, to run die point of your hook in at the very bead < 

your firs! worm, anil so clown through his body till it ' 

the knot, and then let it out, and strip rhe worm at 
arming, that you may not bruise it with your ringer.-, 
have put im the other, by running the point of the book' 
below the knot, and upwards through his liody towards hi* he* 
till it be but just covered with the head; which being d 
you are then 10 slip the first worm down over the arming a) 
till the knot* of both worm* meet together. 

The second way of angling by hind, and with a running lii 
is with a line something (anger than (he former, and with tari 
made after this same manner. At the utmost extremity of yo 
line, where the hook is always placed in all other ways u 
anjrliuj;. you are to have a large pistol or carbine ballet, ir" 
which (be end of your linr i- to be fastened with a peg or r> 
even and close with the bullet ; and, alxnit hair a foot ai 
that, u branch of line, of two or three hantlftds long, or m 
for a swift stream, with a book at the end thereof, baited >v 
some of the forcnamed worms, and. another, half a foot alu 
that, another armed and baited alter the same manner, but it, 
another sort of worm, without any lead at all above ; by whir 
means you will always certainly find the true bottom in i 
depths ; which with the plumbs upon your line above you a 
never do, but that your bait must always drag nhilst job N 
sounding, (which in this way of angling* must be continually 
by which means you tire like to have more trouble, and perai 
venture worse success. ,\nd both these ways of angling at the 
bottom are most proper for a dark and muddy water, by reason 
that, in such a condition of the stream, a man may stand as ties. 
as he will, and "either his own shadow, nor the toundneM ui 
hi- tackle will binder bis sport. 

The third way of angling by the hand with a ground -h 
and by much the best of all other, is, with a line full a~ lone, u 
a yard and a half longer, than your rod ; with no more than ori 
hair next the hook, and for two or three lengths above it; ini< 
no more than one small pellet or shot lor your plumb ; your 
book, little ; your worms, of the smaller brandlin 
scoured i and only one upon your hook at a time, « I 
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to be baited ; The point of your bosk it to be put in Ht the very 
tag of his tail, and rim u[i his body quite over all [he arming, 
and still stripped on an inch at least upon the hair ; the bend arid 
remaining part hanging downward. And with this line and 
book, thus bailed, yon arc evermore to angle in the streams, 
always in a clear, rather than in a troubled water, and always 
Up the river, still casting out your worm before you with a light 
one-handed rod, like an artificial fly, where it will be taken, 
sometimes at the top, or within a very little of the superficies 
of the water, and almost alwa\s before that light plumb cnn sink 
it to the bottom ; both by rca-uu of tin. 1 -tream, anil also that 
you inuGt always keep your worm in motion by drawing still 
batk towards you, as if you were angling with a fly. And 
believe me, whoever will try it, shall find this the best way of 
all other to angle with a worm, in a bright water especially. 
But then bis rod must be very light ami pliant, and very true 
and finely made, which, with a skilful hand, will do wonders, 
and in a clear stream is undoubtedly the best way of angling for 
a Trout or Grayling with a worm, by many degrees, that any 
msn can make drake of, and of most ease and delight to the 
angler. To which let rue udd, tint if the angler be of a consti- 
tution that will suffer him to wade, mid wilt slip into the tail 
of a shallow stream, to the nilf of the leg or the knee, and so 
keep off the bank, he shall almost take what iish he pleases. 

The second way of angling at the Ixittoul is with a cork or 
float. And that H also of two sorts, — with a worm, or with a 
grub, or cadis. 

With a worm, you are to have your line within a foot, or a 
foot and a half, as long as your rod ; in a dark water with two, 
or, if you will, with three, hut in a clear water, never with 
■bove one hair next the hook, anil two or three for four or five 
lengths above it ; and a worm of what size you please : your 
plumbs fitted to your cork, your cork to the condition of the 
river (that is, to the swiftness or slowness of it,) and both, 
when the water is very clear, as hue as ymi can ; and then you 
are never to bait with above one nl tin 1 lesser sort of brandlings ; 
or if they are Very little ones indeed, you may then bait with 

two, after the manner before directed. 

When vou angle for a Trout, yon are to do it an deep, (hat is, 
aa near the bottom as you can, provided your bait do not drag, 
or, if it do, a Trout will sometime* take i't in that posture. If 
for a Grayling, you are then to lisli farther from the bottom ; 
he being a fish that usually swim- nearer to the middle of the 
water, anil lies always loose ; or, however, is more apt to rise 
than a Trout, and more inclined to rise than to descend even to 
a ground -bait. 

With a grub, or cadis, you are to angle with the same length 



I 
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of line, or if it heall out as long as your rod, it is not the worse, 
with newt above one hair, for two or three lengths next the 
book, and with the smallest ■■(irk. or Hnat, and the least weight 
of plumb you can th.it "ill Inn sink, tuid that the swiftness of 
your stream will allow ; which also you may help, ami a mill 
the violence of the current, by angling in the returns of* 
strewn, or the eddies hotwivi two streams, whieb also are the 
most likely places wherein to kill a fish in a stream, either at 
the top or bottom. 

Of grubs for a Grayling, the ash-grub, which is plump, milk- 
white, bent round from haul to tail, and exceeding tender, with 
a red head, or the dock -worm, or irnili of a pule i, 
lanker, and tougher than the other, with rows of feet all down 
hi- belly, and a red head also, are the best ; * 1 say, for * 
Grayling, because although a Trout will take both these, the 
ash-grub especially, yet lie does not do it so freely as the other, 
and 1 have usually taken ten Gtmylmm for one Trout with that 
bait i though, if a Trout come, 1 have observed that he i- 
'-■■mil ly a very good one. 

These baits we usually keep in briiii, in which an asb-grul> 

commonly grows tougher, and will better endure lanting . tl irh 

he b yet so tender, tlistl it will lie necessary to warp in a piece 
of a stiff hair with yum- iirriiing. 1,-m in^ it 'landing out about ■ 

straw-breadth at the head of v hook, so as to keep the gmk 

either from slipping toially off. when bailed, or at least down tn 
the point of the hook, by winch means your arming will lie left 
wholly naked and hare, which is neither mi sightly, nor to 
likely to be taken ; though, fo help that (which will, however, 
very oft fall out) I always arm the hook I design for tbu ttai 
with the whitest horse hair I can choose ; which, itself, wi 
resemble and shine like that bait, and, consequently, will d_ 
more good, or leas harm, than an arming of any other colour. 
These nuba are to he baited thus ; The hook is to be put in 
under the head, or chips, of the bait, arid guided down the 
middle of the belly, without siiifi-i-iiiir ir to peep out by the m, 
(for then the ash-grub es|ie(-iallv will issue out water and mitk 
till nothing but the skin shall remain, and the bend of the bi ' 
will appear black iluorieli it. ) till the point of your hook co._. 
so low, that the head of your bait may rest, and siiek upon the 
hair thai stands out to hold it, by which means it can neither 
slip of itself, neither will the force of the stream nor quick 
pulline nut, upon any mistake, strip it off. 

Now, the cadis, or cod-bait (which is a sure killing Imit, u._ , 
for the most part, by much rarer than either of the other, j may 
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bo put upon the hook, two or three together ; hi 
(to very great effect) joined to a worm, and sometimes ti 
artificial fly, to cover the point of the book ; but is always to be 
angled with at the bottom (when by itself especially) with the 
finest tackle; anil is, for nil times of the year, the most holding 
bait of all other whiitever, both for Trout and Grayling. 

There are several other baits, besides these few I have 
named you, which hIso do very grcit cveciitioii at the bottom ; 
nnd some that ttre peculiar to certain countries and rivers, of 
which every angler may in bis own place make his own obser- 
vation; and some others that I do not think lit to put you in 
mind of, because I would not corrupt you, nnd would have you, 
as in all things else 1 observe you to be a very honest gentle- 
man, a fair angler. And so much lor tin.- second sort of angling 
for a Trout at the bottom. 

Fio(or. But, sir, I beseech you give me leave to ask you 
one question : Is there no art to l>e used to worms, (o make 
them allure the tish, and in a manner to compel them to bile 
at the bait ? 

Piscator. Not that I know of; or did 1 know any such 
aecret, I would not use it myself, and therefore would not 
teach it you. Though 1 will not deny to you, that in my 
younger days I have made trial of oil of ospray. oil of ivy, 
camphor, asafo_*tidii. juice "I" nettles-, and several other devices 
that 1 was taught by several anglers I met with, but could 
never find ativ adviuitagc by them ; and can scarce believe 
there is any thing to be done that way : though I must 
tell you, 1 have seen some men who I thought went to work 
no more artificially than 1, and have yet, with the same kind of 
worms 1 had, in my own sight, taken live, and sometimes ten 
to one." But we '11 let that business alone, if you please ; and 
because we have time enough, and that I would deliver you 
from the trouble of any more lectures, I will, if you please, 
proceed to the last way of imglinR for a Trout or Grayling, 
which is in the middle ; after whioh I shaft have no more to 
trouble vou with. 

r, but the greatest satisfaction that 
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Piseatnr. Angling in the middle, then, for Trout ,,. 
Grayling:, is of two torts ; with a Pent, or Minnow, fori Trout 
or with a wiirm, unit), or cadis, for a Grayling. 

For the first : It is with a Minnow, half a foot or 
within the superficies of the water. And as to the re 
concern, this sort of angling, 1 shall wholly refer you 
Walton's direction, who i- iiiidoubtor.il) the liest angler with 
a Minnow in England : only, in plain truth, I do not approve 
of those baits he keeps in salt,' unless where the living ones 
are not possibly to be had (though I know lie frequently Mils 
with them, and. pcnuheiniti'o, more than with any other; nay, 
I have seen him refuse a living one for one of them ;) and much 
less for his artificial one ; ' for though we do it with ft eounl 
feit fly, me thinks it should liardh lie expected that a man she 
deceive n fish with a counterfeit fish. Which having Bait 
shall only add, /mill that mit of my own eiperience,) that 1 
believe a Bull -bend, iviili Li- gill-i'ms cur. oil', nr some times of 
the year especially, to be u much better bait for a Trout than 
a Minnow, and a Loach much better than that i to prove which 
1 shall only tell you, that I have much oftener taken Trout* 
with a Bull-head or a Loach, in their throaU i lor there a Trout 
has questionless his first digestion) than a Minnow ; and 
one day especially, having angled a good part of the day w 
Minnow, and that in as hopeful a day, and as lit a war. 
could be wished for that purpose, without raising any one fish, 
1 at last fell to it .villi the worm, and with that took four 



some of them three, four, five, and sis Loaches, i 
anil stomach ; frrjni uk-inv 1 concluded, that had I 
that lout, I had made a notable day's work of it. 

But, after all, there is a better way of angling with a Minnow 
than perhaps is fit either to teach or to practise ; to which 1 
shall only add, that a Gr.iiliiii 1 . nil] (main I v rise at, and some- 
tunes take, a Minnow, though it will be hard In be believe! " 
any one who shall consider the littleness of that fish's km 
very unfit to take so great a bait ; but it is affirmed by n 
that he will sometimes do it, and ! myself know it to be ri 
for though [ never took a Grayling so, yet a man of mine ( 
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did, and within 90 few paces of me, that I am as certain of it as 
1 can be of any thing ! did not see, and, which made it appear 
the more strange, the Grayling was no! above eleven inches 
long. 

I must here also heir leave of your master, and mine, not to 
controvert, but to tell him, that I cannot consent to his way of 
throwing 1 in his rod to an overgrown Trout, and afterwards 
recovering his fish with his tackle : fur though lain satisfied 
he has sometime- dime ii. beeau-<- he says so, yet 1 have found 
it quite otherwise : and though I have taken with the angle, 
I may safely say, some thousands of Trouts iu my life, my 
top never snapped, though my line still continued fast to the 
remaining part of my rod, hy some lengths of line curled round 
■bout my top, and there fastened, with WO silk, against such 
an accident, nor my band never slacked, or slipped by any 
other chance, hut I almost always infallibly lost my fish, 

whether great or little, th .'h my hook eatne home again. 

And I have often wondered how a Trout should so suddenly 
disengage himself from so great 11 hook as that we bait with a 
Minnow, and so deep bearded as those hooks commonly are, 
when I have seen by the forcnnineti accidents, or the slipping 
of n knot in the upper part of the line, by sudden and hard 

Striking, that tl ,!.'» (he line has immediately been recovered, 

almost before it could be all drawn into the water, the fish 
cleared and was gone in a moment. And yet, to justify what he 
•ays, 1 have sometimes known a Trout, having carried away 
a whole line, found dead three or four days after, with the 
hook fast sticking in him ; but then it is to be supposed he had 
gorged it, which n Trout will do, ii you be not too Quick with 
him when he comes at a Minnow, as sure and much sooner than 
a Pike : and 1 myself have also, once or twice in my life, taken 
the same fish, with my own Hy sticking in his ebans, that he 

the arming. Bu 

troubled two hours with any hook that boa bl 

handful of line left behind with it, or that is not struck through 
a bone, if it be in any part of bis mouth only : nay, I do 
certainly know that a Trout, so soon as ever he feels himself 
pricked, if he carries away the book, goes immediately to the 
bottom, and will there root, like 11 hog upon the gravel, till he 
either rub ou! or break the hook in the middle. And so much 
for thi" !i rst -„ rI „f muttim? in the middle far ■ Truut. 

The second way of angling in the middle is with a worm, 
grub, cadis, or any other ground- hull, for a Grayling ; and that 
is with a cork, and a foot from the bottom, a Grayling taking 
it much better there than at the bottom, as has been said before ; 
and this always in a clear water, *nd with the finest tackle. 
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To which we may also, and with very good reason, add the 
third way of angling by hand with a ground-bait, as a third 
way of fishing in the middle, which is common to both Trout 
and Grayling ; and, as I said before, the best way of angling 
with a worm of all other I ever tried whatever. 

And now, sir, J have said all I can at present think of 
concerning angling for a Trout and Grayling, and, I doubt not, 
have tired you sufficiently : but I will give you no more trouble 
of this kind whilst you stay, which I hope will be a good while 
longer. 

Viator. That will not be. above a day longer ; but if I live 
till May come twelvemonth, you are sure of me again, either 
with my master Walton or without him ; and in the mean- 
time shall acquaint him how much you have made of me for .his 
sake, and I hope he loves me well enough to thank you for it. 

Piscator. I shall be glad, sir, of your good company at the 
time you speak of, and shall be loath to part with you now ; 
but when you tell me you must go, I will then wait upon you 
more miles on your way than I have tempted you out of it, mA 
heartily wish you a good journey. 




POSTSCRIPT, 

TOUCHING THE LAWS OF ANGLING.* 



My Good Fair. 
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been pleased, by three editions of your Complete Angler, freely lo 
dispense your dear-buimlit .-\|j--m-tl-i- tn .ill [lie lovers o I that art; and 
have thereby so ncellently .imlictol tin- l.^iliry IliL-reof, as to divine 
approbation, that if I should go about to say more in that behalf, it 
indeed were to light a candle to the sun. But since all pleasures, 
though never mi innocent in themselves, lose that stamp, when they 
lie either pursued with inordinate affcctlims, or In the prejudice of 
another, therefore, as to the foiim.'i, inn nun "nj;lit to endeavour, 
through a serious consideration of the vanity of worldly contentments, 

latter, wo are to have recourse to tiii- known l;i%vs, ignorance whereof 
eicuielb no man, ond therefore, by their directions, so to square our 
actions, that wc hurt no man, hut keep close to that golden rule, "To 
do to all men as mi would ourselves lie done unto." 
Now, concerning the art of angling, we may conclude, sir, that as 

Jdu have proved it to be of great antiquity, so I find it favoured 
y the laws of this kingdom j fur where provision is made by our 
statutes, urimo Elizabeth, cap, 17, against taking fish by nets that be 
not of such and such a sun- then- set down, yet those law-makers had 
so much retpect In :jiil;Iit>, a- <•• t'n:c|j! tlivm, .mil l.avc theinnt liberty 
to catch at big as they could, and as little as they would catch. Anil 
yet, though this apostolical recreation bo simply in itself lawful, yet no 
man can go upon another man's ground to fish without his licence, but 
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licence : but this ii to be understood of running streams, and not of 
pnnds, or standing pool* ; for in caw of a pond, or standing poo], the 
uwner thereof hath a property in the fish, and they ate ullr said to 
be hit, that he may have trespass far the fish against auy one that shall 
tEikf ilitm withnut hi* licence, though it he upon a common, or adjoin- 
ing to the King's highway, or adjoining hi mother man's ground, 
who givea licence. But in ease of a river, where one or mora 
have Hbtria piscaria only, it is otherwise ; for there the fishes 
are laid to he /er<e naruni . and the taking uf them with an angle ic 
not trespass., tor that nu man ii slid to have a property in them nil he 
have canght them ; and then it: is a trespass for any to take them from, 

own ground, by gates or otherwise, ao that they cannot pax away, but 
may lie taken out or put in at pleasure ; fur in that case the party hath 
a property in them, as in the case of a standing pool. 

But where anv one hath trjirir.:! \t yl.-":ri^, ir. iu Child and Green- 
hill's cue in Trim 1 S, Car. I, In the King's Ilench, there it seerueth 
that the nth may be said to be Lis, because nu man else may take them 
whilst they are within his several fishing. Therefore what is meant 
by a several fishing is necessary to be cons^lcrcd. And though ike 
difference between a free fishing and a several fishing be often treated 
uf in the aueient books of the law ; and some opinions will hare the 
difference tu be great, and others small, or nothing at all, yet the 
eercainest definition of a several fishing is, H Where line hath the 
royalty, and ownerh the trim ml on each side of the water;" which 
agreeth with Sir William Caltburp's case, where an action was brought 
by him against another for fishing in his several fishing, sic ; to which 
the defendant pleaded, that the place wherein the trespass was supposed 
to be done, contained ten perchrs of land in length, and twenty lierchoi 
in breadth, which was his own freehold at the time when the tresnisa 
was supposed tn be ilone, and that he fished there as was. lawful for nhn 
to do; and this was adjudged a good plea by the whole court: and, 
upon argument in that very case, it was agreed, that no man could 
have a several fishing but in his own soil, and that free fishing may ba- 
in the soil of another, man, which was all agreed mtoby Littleton, our 
famous English lawyer. So that from all this may be drawn this short 
conclusion, that if the angler take care that be offend not with has feet, 
there is no great danger of his hands- 
Rut there are Hume covetous rigid persons, whose soula hold no sym- 
pathy with those of the innocent anglers, having either got to be lord* 
; andt' 



opted clownish nature and education for the purpose, insult anal 
acer over the innocent rnmler. l"\;iin,; him, hrcuing hi 
st taking it from him," and sometimes imprisoning his 



the purpose, .. ._. 

3i, breaking his rod, sr 

a There is no reading this pa**iu'e witlunit rSirurine to one's iniacmatioxj 

'I"- r, liiuiil'le, yiii.'ur mul-Iit, »i„uii hit .till and defenceless, while the 

Jj™™- I ■ ■ j'-rhap, tlv I..HI 

whether til.' meekness anil siiliiTUflr-iun fit the poor rislier uuon this occasion 
admired than Imitate* 
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if he were a Won. Whereas a irrn? bred gen tlci nan scorns those spider- 
like attempts, ami will r.-itln-i- refresh ,1 civil stranger nt his table, than 

It would therefore be considered lime I'.n -neb luri'ius drivers are war- 
do in defence of himself. If 1 come uinn another man's ground with- 
out his licence, or the licence of the law, I u a trespasser, for which 

there after warning to depart hy the owner, or hia servant tliercuntu 
authorized, [he on-net, or hia Betvant hy his command, may put me off 
by force, hut not boat me but in case of resistance hy me, lot then L, 

that case he makes the as-nult, and I m;iv l--.it hin. in defence of un self, 
and to free myself from his violence." And in case I shall leave my 
rod behind in his ground, he may take it damtuje JtUMunt, hut he can 
neither take it from my person bv force, nor break it, but he in a 
trespasser to me; which seem- clear by the cose 'of Heyuell and 
Champernooo,t when' lievm II livfiuirkt .n action ul" trespass aflin't 
Cbampernoon fur taking and cutting his nets, 'i'iie defendant nstihed. 
for that he was seized in fee of a several fishing ; and that the plaintiff. 
with others, endeavoured to row upon his water, anil with the nets to 
catch hia fish ; and that, for tin' safeguard of his fishing, he took ami 
eut the nets and oars . to which plea the plaintiff dei.iurred. and then 
it was jiliirl^i'd hv the iOlmI'' court, that lie could not by such cuJoui 
cut the nets and nan; and judgment *'aj* thereupon given lor the 

Doubtless our forefathers well considered, that man to man was a 
wolf, J and therefore made good laws to keep us front devouring one 
■Bother; and, amongst the iv-i. a very go.nl statute was made in the 
three-and-furticth year of Queen Elizabeth, ivliercby it is provided, 
that in prsonal action* in the courts at Westminster, (being not for 
land or battery,) when it shall appear to the judges (and be so by them 
signified) that the debt or damage! to lie recovered amount not to the 
sum of forty shillings, or above, the said judges shall award to the 

And now, witli my acknowledgment of the advantage I have hail, 

both by your friend-hip and v ■ book, 1 wish nothing may ever be 

that looks tike an alteration in the first, nor anv thing in the last, 
unlem, by reason of the useful ■ImMUM tt it. you had called it the 
Arcadia of Angling, for it deserves that title ; and I would deserve the 
continuance of your friend ship. 



f Mieli.7Cm-.LCro.Car.HS. 

t A mclanchi.ly truth so universally acknowledged as t.i lime uiU'i 

caaion to tka prolerk " Homolitnuini lupus." Vide Erasini Altagia. 
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Since the writing the foregoing Discourse, the laws nf this conncrs, 
relative up n*li and fishing, have undergone such alterations as would) 
alone justify im Ajlr.jir.iun To it ; bur m it has, of late, been objected Co 
all laws that assign an eicluaive right in any of the creatures o[ God 
(o particular ruin or orders of men, that they savour of harhuisni, 
and are calculated to serve the purpose* of tyranny and ambition, if 
hu thought necessary to trace the matter farther back, and shew from 
whence laws of this'kind derive their force. And though it is not 
imagined thnt ipeculaiive arguments will operate upon men of licentiiiw. 
principles, vt't, as the u'enera! tenor nf this work supposes the aneler " 
he endued with reason, and im.l.r the dominion of conscience, it m 
out be in' 
such lows 



e the obligation he is uuder to on observance of 

ak of his quiet. 

f founded oo occupancy, the 



m without the risk of L 
' " ued to be " 

anger has a 'right to avail himself: he thst tint took 

uncultivated tract of land, provided it was no more , 

.ir the laneistence of himself and his family, became thereby 



it mmt act in the ■ 

session of an uncultivated tract of land, provided it was no more than 



Mr Locke illustrates this doctrine by an elegant instance: "1— 
water running in the fountain," nays he, " is every one's, but that in 
the pitcher is his who draws it." On Gttrernmtrit* book ii. chap. v. 

And, if this reasoning be admitted in the case of laud, which is ran 
among the imniov.'ilii,' ..lij.-.t- ■:! prnpertY, il i- much stronger in fiv 
of thing! moveable r In- nghl ul nliich i- at once claimed, and forti 



thstanding the innumerable appropriations which, ia 
prenenl rivflbed slate of the world, appear to hive been made, til 

many things which may yet be said to be in common, and in a t 

natural liberty; in this class we may rank creatures fine nutird. 
beasts of ehasc, many kinds of fowl, and all futh. The fisherman in 
Plautus admits, that none of the fish were his while they remained in 
their proper element, and insists only in his right to those which hi 
had caught, J/uden*, act iv. scene 3. And both the Jewiah and. 
Roman lawyers assert, that wild beasts and tub belong only to thou 
who take them." 

This notion has led many persons to imagine that, even now, then 
subsists a general community of these creatures ; anil that, ■tthindijt. 
every one has a right to take them to his own use, wherever he finds 
them. Not to insist, that if oil men promiscuously were permitted 
the eiercisc nf this right, it would be of very little benefit to smy. it 



l'-'"c£, J 1iK 
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ry, either fur promoting some puhlii- good, 0[ averting 
lischief, lo control it by txprcsj pruhjbitiun. ; arid 



control it by tut 
v far bucd prohibitions are deemed lawful and bidding tin rcu- 
.srJi'nvi^ i't those on whom they ore imposed, will appear by cod- 
ling the authorities uu the margin.* And it in worth noting, that 
Inns made lo prohibit the taking of creatures /era Htilara, by persons 

uTujiiLililii'i], <E ii like from ii man any thing which is hid own : but 

they barely forbid the use of certain methuds of acquisition, which the 
In- of nature night, perhaps, allow of. Puffendorf, dt Jure Nat. tt 
Gent. lib. iv. tap. 6. sec. «.+ 

Agreeable to the principles ban laid dm™, we find that the Una 
of m«t countries, .=i h-iut .if eIlis, have <i»igncd ibe property in the 

are Whales anil Sturgeons, the king is entitled bv bis prerogative ; 1 
and the property of fish in riven, or, it least, a right to lake tbem, is, 
io many places, given lo corporations ; u, with us, Ihe fishery of the 

Hungcrford, in Berkshire, claim a. right of fishing in that part of the 
riser Kennet, called their common water, under a grant from John of 
Gaum, who, we may suppose, derived it from the ctuwn : § but in 
most instance* fish belong to the owner of Ihe nil. 

These principles being reeogniied, and property once settled, ii is 
easy to see the necessity and the justice of fencing it with positive laws. 
Acciiidiii^t;, in ihis country, judicial determination! have, from time 
tti time, been made, ascertaining the rights of persons to fisheries ; 
and these, together with the several statutes enacted to prevent the 
destruction of fish, compose the body uf laws relating to fish and 
fishing: the former, by way ill supplement t.n (In; liireguiiur OlJCOMnt, 
ire here laid duivu, mid the latter will be referred to. 

The property which the common law gives in river fish itncaught, 
is of that kind which is culled special, ur (jualilicd property ; which 
see defined by Lord Cuke, in his Report!, part vii. fb. 17, b. and is 
derived out of the right to the place or sail where such fish live i so 
that supposing them, at any given instant, to belong to one person, 
— '' it water of another, they become his 



property, and so in infit 

And to prove [hat this notion of a fluctuating or transitory propert) 
is what the law allows, we need only apply it to the case of the watei 



isitory property 
i, we neea oniy apply it to ide or * ' 

r, DtjBti 



........ : SeeXoOw Otmm~g*v%. <A 

hlbtted, lest, says tU,- author, *-n h.- ti*s*in+; tlictiinel' en tut lie pleasure uf 

■' ' iipnr I .IHII-1-, mill -u hiel.-,r Hi,- 
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mi a river ; which n to constantly patting from the nil of me to 
Mother, that no mam can, in strictness, be mid to go twice to the 
tame river ; and ret, by a grant of any quantity of land covered with 
water, which it the only legal designation of a river, not only a certain 
tract of the rirer, but the fiah contained in it, shall pats. See Coke 
m Littleton, 4. a. 

In the Register, a very ancient law book, we find two write relating 
to fi»h : the one, for the unlawful taking of fish in a several fishery, 
and the other, in a free fishery. And of these in their order. 

A several fishery is that which a man ia entitled to in respect of We 
being the owner of the toil, and is what no one can have in the land 
of another, unless by special grant or prescr i p ti on : and whoever shall 
fiah in such a several fishery, without a licence, is liable to an actio*, of 
trespass in which the plaintiff may well demand " wherefore, in the 
plaintiffs several fishery, the defendant waa fishing;, and hie fishes 
took,** fee. for though the fish be /era natnrd, yet being taken in the 
water of die owner of the river, they are said to be his fiah, without 
aaying in his soil, or water, 3d Coke's Report*, 653. Child and 
Greenhill's case : but he mutt set forth the nature and number of the 
fiah taken, 6 Coke's Report*, 36. Playter's case, and 3d Coke, 18. 

A free fishery is a right to take fish in the water and anil of another, 
and is derived out of a several fishery. If one seined of a river, grants, 
without including the toil, a several fishery, or, which amounts to no 
more than that, his water, a right of fishing passes, and nothing else. 
Plowden's Commentary, 154, b. Coke on Littleton, 4, b. And the 
word several, in such case, is aynonymomt with sole, and that in so 
strict a tense, that by such a grant not only strangers, but even die 
owner of the soil is excluded from fishing there. Co. Lit. 122, a. 
And farther, where one prescribes to have a several fishery in a water, 
which prescription always supposes a grant precedent, trie owner of 
the soil, as much as a stranger, is liable to an action if he fishes there: 
2 Roll. '258, the case of Fonston and Catchrnde in the Common Pleas. 
Mich. 29 and 30 Eliz. But here the writ shall vary from that in the 
case of a several fishery, and demand " wherefore the defendant, in the 
free fishery of the plaintiff, at N., without the licence and consent of 
the plaintiff, was fishing," Ice expressing the nature and number of 
the fish taken : but because the soil does not pass by such a grant, and 
the fish are ferte nntvra, he shall not call tnem his fish, as in the 
former instance. See the case of Child and Greenhill, above cited. 

The doctrine deducible from these principles is, that that which, 
united with the soil, would be a several fishery, when severed by grant, 
though the grant be of a several, or sole, and not of a free fishery, in 
termini*, becomes a free fisher)'. 

There is yet another case that I shall mention, which will give the 
intelligent reader a clear notion of this matter. A man grants to one, 
or more, a liberty of fishing : * here nothing but a naked right to 

* T find in Dudjr Warw. 1142, ht margin?, an account of the following 

5 rant, which for its singularity deserves notice. 31 Hen. 111. " Thomas 
p Clinton, of Aininton, levied a fine to Phil. Marmion, that he and his 
heirs, his wif»«, and their heirs, might, when they came to Tamworth, or to 
their castle at Middleton, n>h with a boat any where in his water of Amin- 
ton, with one net, called a fleu.net, and a tramil and sayna; for which 
liberty he gave him six marks of silver. " 
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fish passes, and the remedy against a trespasser is not severed from the 
■oil ; the owner whereof, and not the grantee, may maintain an action, 
and may also fish himself. Co. Lit. 122 a. 

As common of fishing may be appendant to land, so also there may 
be a joint tenancy, or a tenancy m common of a fishery. I Inst. 
186 b. 

Having thus shewn in what cases the angler, in the pursuit of his 
recreation, may become a trespasser, let us next consider how far he is, 
by taking fish, in danger of committing larceny ; for that the taking 
ftsh out of a pond, without the consent of the owner, falls within 
my Lord Coke s definition of that crime, no one can doubt that reads 
it. His words are, " Larceny is, the felonious and fraudulent tak- 
ing and carrying away, by any man or woman, of the mere personal 
goods of another ; neither from the person, nor by night in the house 




reason, and the law require that the party should do it animo fu~ 
randi, (see Bracton, lib. 3. fol. 150. Fleta lib. 1. cap. 96, which we 
will suppose no angler to be possessed with, ) yet, whether by the 
word pond, we are to understand ponds at large, is perhaps of some 
consequence for him to know. 

It is a rule in law, that personal goods, and things severed from 
the freehold, shall go to the executors, and not tqathe heir. — Went- 
worth's Office of an Executor, chap. 5. And so shall fish in a tank, 
or the like— .Ibid. But Lord Coke, in his Commentary on Littleton, 
fol. 8, tells us, that fish in a pond shall go with the inheritance, 
41 Because," says he, " they were at their liberty, and could not be 
gotten without industry, as by nets or engines." 

From hence we may conclude, that fish in ponds cannot be said to 
be mere personal goods ; and then it follows as a consequence, that of 
such fish larceny cannot be committed : and we may farther conclude, 
that the word ponds, in the above passage, must mean only stew- 
ponds, cisterns, or other such small receptacles of fish. 

Many wholesome laws have from time to time been enacted, to 
prevent the destruction of fish; but they are so numerous, that I 
must refer the reader to the Statutes at large, or to the Abridgment 
published by a late worthy and learned friend of mine, John Cay, 
Esq. deceased. 

He may also see, a Discourse on the Laws concerning Angling, 
ana* for Preservation of Fish, at the end of the Angler's Sure Guide, 
written, as it seems, by the author of that book, with the learning 
and accuracy of an able lawyer. 

u /:■■ '•'-- 
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A SYNOPSIS OF AQUATIC INSECTS, COVERING 
THEMSELVES WITH CASES. 



IIMflWr. briar affixed 



. 



<.j cither ' BFD L-SK5i2a,-ffiKE-" 

vxeabte, portable iuiilri] i-- r.i\-<rv,r.MMl"I'hiw*'"' t >>" 

■:...i.|- ■.,--,■ ni. .,■1,1- : .',.-,Im!:L:;.m.-lI, ;■■.,■: . 

well „n III ■■ Inch :i- tin- -i.l — , I.v mi- iil„.,-",.l 

■■ 'I'- ll- ■■ 

■tint' heyipnil [lie fi-et, whieh thev can erect, <nr j 

',■.■■■■- I-'', 

mi Itn'ir heal- as they creep, ""d truubliiiK 

*52SL t The gwtv being two Inches long. 

.:■-';■■■' |' n - '■. ■:::;,/■■■ -■ ■■-■■ ■■ ~ 1 "'" 1 



isarily appears flat and 
no etooes adhering t, 



All these produce Hi el with luge win ps, like the^e of liutLerflies. Tlie 

mjnii>'t,r 'A rl t- ;wlii-h arc ti> i-prlntf Jr IlioHe xiuhll worm*, and which, 

into 'ri/n,jJr,r, I'ripiii which nymp/iie nflerwardi &|irin([ little Tile*] IJr 
iny opiiiian. ihey belong to the third, In-siuw they change their ikiu twice. 
Another translation i.f Ilii< .v, ; ,i../,u>, tei. a r'n|iinn- 1" bp here inserted, 
li.l-rlh.r with ni:.ny ■ mi.-.i- [.unv.-iilm- cnccrriiiiK n-iiiiitli' msi-cts, is t" 
found iu the Suturti* Iliiluiy r.J A'ortAam/itottitiire, by the lte«. John 
Murt'jii, ellap. ill. 
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No. 1L 
[Referred to (r..ro Part II. p. S 
FlIRUAKY. Peacock Hackle. Peacock's I 
warping, red nil!, - red c L 

n bliu-k Bock's hackle i 

u eleven in the iiiuming, and fron 






chieth tr-.rn mm 
tun afternoon. 

This, and Che several other hackles which we nave here and here- 
after described, being must (t-i i |-r i m- bail-, *hrjnM always be first tried 
when Ihe angler comes In a siranp; rii er ; and not changed till he 
has found out, and i. ivrlnin. uliat particular fly is upoo the water. 

Mauch. «,-«.■« I\ ,<■* H,„-i:U. f.i-e™isl> l.erl of a peacock 

warping, green silk ; a black hackle over ail. Taken from eight I 

Aih-cotoured Dun. Dub with the mots of a fin-cub'* tail ; »« 
with pale yellow silk. Wing, of the pale part of a starling's feetlm 

T.ikt'ii li.iin enalit in ilivrFi. iin'l ln-m une to three. 

Tins fly, which i, also called (lie Vinlet Dan, one! Slue Dun, ii I 
lie found on atuio-l every river: some particulars uf it have bee 
mentioned in the note, pin ii. p. Tib ; lint litre follow some obaem 
tions on it, which deserve to lie attended to, Tt varies much in tit 
culuur. according ti> the -ea-iin of [he year ; in March and September 
it i* nalli'ii, and t li.it very jiniprriv, the violet duu, for it has often that 
hue; and then-fore, in the jaw;.' shut referred In, we have di 
the mixing blue-viulet crewel with (lie fox-culi down. In A;.— 
BSBUmesa pale [tsb colour ; iiikI in M.iv i*. of a !n-:iiiriiul li'iiiou t.'ln 
both body and wings. In June and July it 15 liluo-bl.ckj and fa 
.tulv it iin-enHiliK viirii-. 1 ill ii hiwrnwH of ill. jninii live colour, tie 
dun, which it never Li Is In do liv September. 

AfEII.. Pearl rnttinr, •" Ji-riiii Dun. Dub with the jwUowil 
or ash-coloured hcrl of a heron ; w.nji with asti- coloured silk. Wir 
from llie shorl leather uf" a heniu, or from a cool's wklg of an a> 
colour. Morning and afternoon. 

Blue Dun. liubwilb tlu. fur uf it water-rat t warp withasi 
Wine, of a 1 t's leather. .Miniiini; and evening. 

May, Silver Tvht UarilL. Dub will, the her! of no ostriri 
feather; warn with dark given, silver twist, Jtiil black cock's had" 
over all. Taken from nine lo eleven, esticciallv in a showery day. 

Sooty Dun. lJiibwiil 1 l,l„,-k~ l i.iniel , .fur,orlhehorlof«ior ' ' 
warp 111 tli green. Wine;, tin: ilnik jmrt of a land-rail or coot. 

Light Flaming or' Spring Brown. Dob with light brown of a 

rail"; niivj, with oraiiire colour. Wine, nf pi pale grnv nialUrd ifeaAei. 
'I liken el, ally lictutc - it in a warm evening; a £ood fly 

Although much U laid in thefatt part oflhi farming .UalofMt. 
{■B.Ul,)oftl,roah-ll„, tk.- a,M,„r h,, t ,,h;-„ but a trey npn-JhM 

>l>-icri,,ti ■/■ il, „,„l ;,..< .yiri.7m.-iv fa mating it are extern** 

im/n-y/'ft ; we rrorrW tlierrfyr, recommend tkl ~ "* J 
natural fly, and that according to the Julimcing 
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Oak Fly. By some colled the ash-fly (by others, erroneously, the 
haw thorn-fly.") Tli..' head, ivliii'ls i- I iti-y. i.i'jii .-^li colour; the upper 
part of the body grayish, with two in three hair- <il' bright l.r.pwu 
mijed, anil a very little light blue, and sometime* a hair or two of 
light green ; the tui 1 part i< gravi-h raised -,i ith orange ; wing, nf a 
mottled brown feather of a woodcock, partridge, or brown bin ; hiaik 
No. 8 or 9. This is the fly whirl, i-. ..-en mm-ii in .M;ircli, April, May, 
and June, on the bn.lv nf a^li-rreo-, oaks, willows, and thorns growing 
near the «.iter, -i .miinj with ii- hi: ul downwards, It is an eieellent 



fly, but difficult 

I; ' if.: 1 - rlimllv in in:' i 
cad:., lor i: ni.'-.'r: dni|j- 



,'ate, being of many colours, unequally 



',-laicnl/, Orange-bniicu. t'.unlel-tly, Alihi--litt, M'illiii-lhi. 
d Cudh. Dub with dark lii.-wn spaniel's hait, or calf's 
Lines, or barge-sail ; wa:[. u iili d..-.|. marine ; bl nek hackle 
ling. 



h:lil' lh.lt 

under the wing. Win;;, of a darkish feather of a ma 
Tal;en chiefly in it morning, licforc the green-drake 

j with pill 









r all. 



ihiil l-i'll.'U - ::■!.:: n'l li'iln.v ; .;.,!|| IWI-t and yclliiw illid.h 

I. Wing, of n very pafe mallard's feather ilyeif of a lemun 
the wings large, .ml lnni?:r than the limit. Iving flat on the 
Taken in a bhu'eri.ig day. bet.i.v the Miylfly comes in; 1 fly 
mini, but The most beautiful of the biscei. -p.-ca - thai frequent 
!er. It is larger than the green-drake; of a beautiful humo 

to id back. It "is to be met with in but few riven, nnd ia therefore 
esteemed a great curiosity : in those rivers that produce them, they 
appear in grout numbers about the tut. ■- end of April ; ot which time, 
and afterward, the Trout* rise at them eery eagerly. Doubtless this is 
a true water-flv ; it i* -iriiTHiwd to In* produced frinu A verv large cadis. 
Dr,.!)i Driht. The body, one herl of black ostrich and two of 
' ' 'iickle. Wing, of the dark featherof a 



mallard, "la 
.Mav-flv i- alii 

YJtam Mi 



Taken chiefly it 






r Owl-Flu. The body of a yellow miirftTu' 
d huff colour. Wing, of the ruddy feathei 
' ' MM chicken. Taken from suns 



fur, 



ten at night, and from tv, 

Jtse. The .Mai-ili.-. uio-t of .tn'.ii, as above. 

Jolt. Middli.,n Jirawn. Mad.- id" calf s hair, twisted upon pile 
yellow -ilk. lor the silk tu appear. Wing, of a mallard's feather. 

Dark lirmn. Warp with red i.ilk, with a deep orange t.g at the 
tail. Win... i.f n mallard's feather. 

' " :orS Fly. A berl of a green pea- 



, ,.r oil bet 



I, .iv .i.l- i|„- v.ii.i-.. I ii il Willi tli.- ivcatliT ; one peacock', her] Inly 

In- twisted with it: warp «Jlli ruil.lv -ilk. Wiiii;. (lie light part of 
,i - : . i r I i . , jt ' r- 1'i'iitliiT, left I. .liner- than the body. A'killing fly after an 
iqiroet-flight, lint nut liefnre. 



The Pismire thru ugh this month; as also the other flic 
of the last m.njtii. 

SEPTiHBrn. Largi fa Hd Light U™™, The body of light calf 
;>r cow's hair. . r seal's fur ihed i'l' the c.uliiur"; warp with ruililv iir 

ni:e-rohuu-. -i nilk. Wine;, "I n I'nlil, I m .-hiekcii l.irivi'i'! km.,'. 

■lliiips tly in a morning. ' This By is much upon Hackney [i»er, and 
uch ruddier I Inn' than t'li'u licit . In the Th.-imea, I have cwghi 
it Dace ■■< lln' largest *m, and in great nunbtn. Somewhat of 
istriiy i^ ulvi-u iu Tin: notes, p. Iffij. 






Ji>'i;.ur. Spring Black. Body, block wool of * sheep'? fare, 
ivith or without ii greenish peacock's herl ; warp with brown silt. 
Winer, tlic lt.lv feather "f it ru.il lurtl. 



Wing, the grav feather of a iii.u ill 
" id Spring Biatk. Body 






I'cry bliie.ke*t partnf the darkest 

.-v, ..ith or without a greenish peacock's 
ired silk. WinE, <•< ' fieldfare's father. 

„ Jack ore best taken in bright weather. 

-.,... Ilrri. Body. Id nek rnWiit's rent; black of * harrt scot; 
greenish peacock's herl ; warp with brown silk. Wing, the light pan 

Black Hadkh. Body, pale yellow silk ; with » black cork's hackle 

D«. Hackle. Body, dun-coloured silk ; with a dnn cock's hackle. 

l-'miU'-im. The -in in- (lie- (i- arc directed for the preceding month. 
March. The bum dies u are directed lor the preceding months, 

Turin/ Fly, or March Fig. Body, brown foal's hair, tups of -*-- 

irini's iifn wondcuck. swric lu'fih , ..I In i- .jiiv, well mill " ' 
warp with pink and yellow, or pink and light-coloured 
twisted together. Wing, of b pheasant-cock's feather. 

IS.B.-TB^ II i. ■upna.nl, I. Ik, ..,i.-ty, ... md r1«l up m BH» 

Ai-kii. I.inhi lihm. ll...iv, liiiln fni-ciili fur, a little light f 
hair ; a little njiiincl's Mm. ami the whitish yellow of the same. 
these well mixed together; warp with yellow nil k. Wing, of ■ 1 
fieldfare's feather. 

Dun. Body, dunncsl filmart.J- or martern's fur, Indian fox-dun, 
light dun fm-cub, coarse hair ol the Hump of a squirrel's tail, of a 

■ 



•■■ ii i.'l ■- -I'L I'. I' '■ r'.'liW-i. ■ 

I I ■ I ... I- 
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brightish brown or yellowish cast; warp with yellow «ilk. Wing, the 
light feather of a fieldfare. 

Plain Hachle. Bode, hlnek ostrich her], will, rod or black cock's 
hackle over it; ami, in hut weather, udd gold twist. 

fled Hacih. Budy, red Bilk and gold twist, and a red cock', 
liackle, till June: afterward ok orsrjge silk foe the body. An excel- 
lent fly. 

N.B.— This U mn'c pi r!| r i-hul l' ■ .lv lr r, ■. l -n,l. I , i ill ri.limr r. Srvillo pron*-*. 

- .-Ii. i ■■: -i r. i.l.l h Im-ii ..7.-h."L.i'ii. ..i .. || |r . -.,.,. ■-; |..„||,. r ,iln ;. ...!,■- 



Bloa Walchet,' Is a small fiy, and appears on the water inacold 
day. (Hook, No. 9 or 10.) The l>.,dv. fur of a water-rat, black part 
of a hare's scut, the palp' r.iuts cut oil. a very little brown bear's hair; 
warp with pule browii or olive-coloured silk. Wing, of a hen black- 

Yelfow Watehtl. Body, water-rat's fur, the blackest part of a 



lA SCUT. ^Irtlli-itl e.-H.iW ti 

log. the lightest ' 



n.mk. \,;. 



if Gnat. Body, darkest part of a hire's scut, dark 
brown foal's hair, dark fur of the black of an old fox; warp with gray 
silk. Wing, the Won feather of a fieldfare. 

Gnen- Tail. Body, dark part of rt hare's scut, and darkest bloa 
fur of an old fox; light part of a squirrel's tail, and a hair or two of 
the coarse brownish pure nl it 1'iH' Icl-I ; warp ■.■,-!! Ii .ish- coloured silk. 
Wing, of a hen pheasant. 

Sautl I'll,, lindy, dark brown foal's hair, a little bloa squirrel's fur. 
and the whitish yellow of the same ; warp with yellow sJk. Wing, 
• he. light pari nf ■ 1 1> 1. 1 i. ire's feather. 

May. The nine foregoing Hie', oirected fur April : aud also the Bloa 
Herl. Bo.lv, fox's fur. d.irk part «fs liare's Mint, greenish hurl of a 
peacock, (if the weather is warm for the season, ntherwi-e little or 
none of the greenish hcrl; 1 warp with brown silk. Wing, of a star- 
line's feather. 

2)ttn. Body, dunnish bloa fur of an old fox, mixed with pale 
yellow, the ends of the hairs , if oo old fox almost red, some coarse hairs 
taken nut of the tail, or brush ; warp with yellow. Wing, turling's 
fe»ther. 

Stone Gnat. Both/, the roots of the darkest part of a hare's scut, 
the top or en.K bring eut off; warp with ash-coloured silk. Wing, a 
lilui-liliinl's feather. 

Light Slim. Mi idy. lie, 1.1 fur nf an old I'm, miied with pale yellow 
crewel; warp with pale yellow silk. Wing, light feather of a jay. 

Orange Srovn. Ikidv, orange-coloured uoul, will, bright brown 
bear's hair mixed; warp with urange silk. Wing, of a slarhng's 
feather. 

Pcaciti Har.Ui. Body, peacock's ruddy herl ; red eock'a hackle ; 

™ iT/mi Herl. Body, black herl of an ostrich, and ruddy herl of a 
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peacock, twi'ted together; warp with brown silk. Wing, the light 
ioathiruf a fieldfare. 



e brown, peacock 



Wing, the red if 



. Btone-gnat, light bloa. orange brnwi 
hackle, black Jk'iI, pcwj-c'ft topping, ami red berl ut the lost 
uIm through this. There ire likewise tiken the 

n'hittrtitlt. Ucly. T.Vii: rc«.t end ,.1' tin: while put of a hart't wat, 

Sht gray foal's hair, or camel's hair, towards the tail, the dirk part 
a hare's acut with sume brown hairs mixed ; iieacoek's her! * ' 
head; warp villi u-liitt: silk, "in-, the feather nfaaea-mew- 

Light Gray. Body, fur of the hhut ]iart nf a rabbits 
lighten of ' 
Wings, ligl ,. . 

Jdi.v. Thr |jc,i j, is.ii'kf. bl.ii-k hvil. ]«:ivrt'« topping, and red 

hcrl of May ami .iom.'. ami III.' wliitiirish mid light gray of the last 
month, serve also for this. And to those add the 

Brum. Body, Lair of u nTyli-ht limn u or reddish calf or spaniel, 
and light bear's hair, mised ; warp with pale orange. Wing, the 
fealhrrof aland-rr" 

Aooosi. The 

•erve alas for thin i 
Gr.ii/ Fly. Body. 



■ '- letr, I 

I'lllL.! -. 



nring tli. ! - rflfn 
■■ ,i... i... -....I. 



taicli also are taken the 



f ilif I,i-i 
uiiied with the di 



Black Ant-fin. 



the dirk pan 
with gray «ilk. Win;;, a hen pheasant's feather. 
■ id)', darkot pnrtof abare'si 
:, equally miird, and one "logic ruddy heri of 
HLeu together; warp with eopper-eolniired silk. ""' 
il fieldfare's feather. 

Biim-n Anl-lhi. lloilv. bright hrmvn ln'iirV hair, much t 
beaten. Almn-t'nl' an uiaoL-'- i"lonr towards the lail ; 
a few hails of a li<;l.t lu-own. or sbnu'-tLiloiired oalf or 
to be added in lln- mi! part; 'v.irp wilh orange-coloured silk, 
the light feather of a fieldfare cir Marling. 



t ; ■■ 

the VI"-, penroek hirl ; warp with enp[ier colour or ash. 

B'nujn Aht. Lii^ht har^e-sii!. --\-\Y- fur anil brown l*ar'< 

peacock's herl ; warp h iil> ' in uri-ii'. Wing* ut this and the funner, 
starling'i feather; longer than, the body. 



No. IV. 



r-ot Em 



the quill of a ibepslare's • wing. 
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'II.:. ll; is in .■„].■ little: but tnore in 
ling, langer by far. 
iVLAhcu. ine same mi-s. us iw i.ikin in }\ l.iuiir 
Mar.h ; and nl-.i ihn-e liL-i-tiifici 1 mentioned. 

Moorish Jinm-H. Dabbing, nt tin- wool of u black sheep, warped 
with red silk. Wiri^s, uf li-i' li/alher got from a partridge, wiug. 

Puim Ft;/. Dubbin;;, ul tbi: boil' ul ll brown spaniel, gut 01 



February will be taken 






,n,a ,!ii.ii«- ■ 



il mixed; warped w 
lure's quill feather. 



o cloth-col 

Gw-Tnil. Dubbing, ufth. 
outside of the ear; but a little, in llie end of the tail, must be all of 
tea-green wool, wirlimll IliiMuic. Wiue^, as the last. 

Ap«il. BriyhL Hair. Dunning, uf bright bear** hair, warped with 
Sid cloth-cnlnured aiik. Wings, of a uliepstmo'a quill feather. Others 
dob the hody with yellow silk, whiib is better. 

Ytll'iio liun- Dubinin:, of leltin' wool, and usb-eoloured fojt-eub 
down mixed logcth-i ; iluLilji.-.J ivirh yellow -ilk. Wings, of the feather 
ofsHlitiistarcV quill. Others dub ir with 'Ion bear's hair, and the 
yellow fur got from .1 inarti in'- -kin. misod together, and with yellow 
Milk. Winus. uf a shepstare's qnill feather, 

' ' ' jdies dubbed aa the la ' 



Make two orher flies tl 
mingle sanded \\w&- il-o'ii. and to [in 1 < it her blaek bug's down. Wings, 
of a shepmarc's quill feather. 

And there is also taken an cieellciit fly, made of riun bear's hair, 
yellow martern'a for, sanded bog's down, and bluk hog's down, all 
miied in equal pi-opnrliun 1 . i;:i-t I n-j- ; warped witb yellow ailk. Wings, 
ml' [In- truth, r r.if ;l *br p. tare's ^uill. 

These several flies, mentioned for April, are very good, and will be 

Hi". tZ"x-/C' l')',''l'.bo<, of black lambs' wool; warped with 
blaek bilk. Wiue.s. of a .i.nlliird's light gray feather. 



Upeuenrk; wi 



coloor. and rwo pair of win t . 
taken uff, but the undermo.t 
herl .if a peacock, and very sal 
n.lnlai,.'.. uiiill got uut of the ■ 

Liltlt Dun. Dubbing, nf 
silk. Win.-., „f l! 0i,.|,.t;r/i 

Yellow M<„j-fi :l . Dubbin:; 
of a Hlartel n ; warped with 
nil ■'! feather of a throstle. 

JcsK. Bturk Mlili K , or ( 
■ ■ blaek n'lk. \. 



natural one i. very 
■ liort thick body, ul u very sail LjTii'in-b 

diaphanous. And it is dubbed 11 ith tin 
id green silk. Wings, of the feather of a 

er's fur ; warped with ash-coloured 

ealher. 

ellnw wool, roiled with yellow fur 

w silk. Wiug.s. of the lightest 



nblnng, ul Ibeilov 
a light gray she; 

Dubbing, of the down of a 
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arpcd with gray sillr. Wingi, of til 



feather of s mallard. 

Moots FT*, Dubbiaf, of purple wool, and a little bear's bair 
mixed, sometimes no bear's hair it ill. Wings, of a shepstare'? quill 
sMlltf, Wmpti '.viil, purple oik. 

Sum/ J7y. Dubbing, <il the ivi.nl gotten off the flank of a Mack 
sheep; warped with bli.-k siik. U'm-;-, i.J iL< sad -col mired fi.'nrher ,it 
" Others make tbe body of the feather of a heron's 



neck." 

Macarrtl. Dubbing, of ligti thrown camel's 1 
■ilk. Wings, of a red cock's feather. 

Blue Dun. Diihbinj.ofthedi 

pili"I>-[ ire. ■)<! 
Dubbins. , 



arpeil with black- 
er- tnnu*e, and 






the bluish dun ..I .it ,, hi C„s. in'i'j; ,-.] t.igether; warped 
coloured silk. Whip-, of a shepmire's i|oill feather. 

August. Bum Hrm,-». Dubbins. ..J the li-jht brown hair of a 
cur. The head, bind.. Wings of the leather of a red ben. Warped 
with ,ii-.iiLi;c-L L oh]UTed silk. 

I/carlh Ft). Dubbing, of the wool of on nltl black sbee|) ; Bith 
some gray hairs in it for the Inuly .mil hviij. Wings, of 1 light shep- 

Phmirr. Flii. Dubbing, ,.f l.rielt linwa l*ir'« hair; narned with 
ibI silk. Wings, of thr saddest coloured shepstare's quill feather. A 
go»d fly. 

.Sfitembek. Little Bine Dan. Dubbine. "f the down of a mem*, 
frir borly and hear! ; wjriicil with -.id asli-i.iloured silk. Wings, of 1 
aad-colonred shepstare's quill leather. 

No. V. 



Ditto in the counties of Pembroke, Carmarthen 


1 il.n HBJsj 


6274 


and Derby, from 11th April, 1754, to 


S4la i.niil.. 








3758 


1750 Dittu in tne counties of York, Salop, end Glamorgan, 


8M 


J 7.7 l-ish taken in (1,,:. sir,- oi 1 ihlutorgan, 




9279 


]758 Ditto in the counties of 'Glamorgan, Brecon 












noil Ditto in the same counties. 




3490 


ITIiU liiiln in the ci.iii.1v nf (.l.ini.irgan, 




SlJi'l 


17lil Ditto in the tame county, 

nfi'2 Ditto in the oimnties of Glamorgan and Carmarthen, 


3188 


ITihi l'irii.1,1 fl„- rntintv <il 1 .inn.iiilii'n, 




3150 


1764 Ditto in the county of Carmarthen, to S3 


1 July, being 


my Inst day's angling tit thr piirnupality, 




m\ 


The whole given to the p 


nblic, 


47120 
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', the sick, and the healthy, have tasted of the 

mths in the year 1761, I took, in the counties of 
nth™, above a thousand fronts ; and though I 



1751 ; but I diu not then keen as account all the year run 



i> Eel and Flounder taken, 



method the top pli 
prevent the straining of your hue for the same reason. 

2. Never raise a Urge fish nut of the water by taking the hair to 

yout hat; you may, indeed, in fly-febing, lay hold of yuur line to 

3. Your nlli for M'lii[>|,iiii; I k- ,m.i other fine work must be Tery 

Willi shoemaker's w.is, which of nil w.ls is the luughest, and holds 
best : if your was i- loo stitY, rcinp'r i! with lalluw. 

4- If for strong fishing you r4i grass, which, when you can get it 
fine, is to be preferred to gut, remember always to soak it about an 
hour in water before you use it ; this will make it tough, and prevent 
its kinking. 

5. Whenever you begin fishing, wet the ends of the joints of vour 
*■ well, will prevent their loosening. And, 



. ihich, u it makes 
t>. If you happen with rt 
u cannot pull the V' 



II the Knot- u.noilir, turn 

in the flame of a candle, and they will ens 

in lis the loop of bristle to 



it fry, to pre 




itacli 


.wing lie ■ 


IV t,. ',i 




,.;] 


; do 


the smile 1>y 


the hair 


whip a 9nH,k 










H. Make f 


M 






only, for. 


will sul draw 










a In rain 


■.'.■■■ ■tin 1 




season 


Whatever dainag 


year 


tackle has sustained. 
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III. \iirt regard whatbuniilcrs and sloven- 1*41 von; but belief 

«,. . .-,.., mill in I] ■■ UM1J. 

II. ItfnTTwpromtnJif t " ! ruble Whelp yiffliwlf in ill exigencies; 
mm *»•« it • null iweivility to interrupt ynur compajiion in hi> 
■•>■(•. Br frequently eeJHnt; to him In lend you a pinion*! or a knife, 
« •* awpnly yuu with • booL, a flout, a few shot, oi any thing elte 
iVii ■ .in ivutht en be furnished with before you set out for your 



-erlieated with Milking, or 

inlly Wl»r. " - 
in-.nnlv ; [in- 



11 Never Gsh it 
tW owner, which 

laTlf «1 



n tlie wain. This 



14. iVvcr be tempted ii 
■t taut not u I have seeu 
practice hu been knuwn to 
■bareMCh, uu(i i-ndang'ri'd thi- l' h » "1 n ■ 

of that mm pr.u-tiiv •>! buying li-.li ' nf such »[ your fa 

u hlive had Iwi (hi .inn-.- rli.iii v.mrvlf ; tliirehy givtL. 6 uuwu 



16. Itemember that 



■. . ■ ■ 

id thit bowenr 

(oregon* 



(or ..li.r. purposes than tu deceive- silly fish; and that bov 
delightful unejiug may hive been made to appear by the forej 

17. Lastly, when seated under a ah ndv tree, on the aide of i pleasant 

thy recreation ; when tli>> fi-lirtiije; of ivim-rH, the xinging of birds the 
bleatine of rlocss, ill, liming (if rattle, aod the view of delightful 

pr»>.]HVl', b Hull e 1 -- 1 ■ Vlirjl.ll- Ii|,.ll!.,||^ ..i' ' il.il ■!!■.. 

thee to thought and reflection ; let the beauties of Nature, the power, 
wisdom, and goodness of the Almighty, as manifested in the production 
of hia creatures, the order end course of his providf— '- 
preMrvatioo, the reward* til a good lift, and the oemini 
be the subjects of thy ineditatiuu. 
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No. VII. 
ECLOGA PISCATpRIA. 

(A METASTA8IO, UT DICITUR.) 



Candida vitae, 
Gaudia nescit 
Ah miser ! ille, 
Qui requievit 
Littore nunquam 
Mollis arenas 
Pone reclinis ; 
Grata Favoni 
Quot micat ardens 
Igoibus aether 
Unda relucet, 
Fractaque Phoebes 
jEquore glauco 
Ludit imago 
Lactea, splendet 
Sub tremebundo, 
Lumine pontus ;- 
Et tua, Triton, 
Buccina torta 
Nocte sileoti 
Littora complet, 
(Blanda palustris 
Fistula cede, 
Pan, licet Areas 
Inflet avenam \y 
Sazaque late 
Reddere discunt 
Doridos ignes, 
Leucothoesve, 
Vel Galatbeae 
Grata Sicano 
Furta sub antro, 
Quae fovet ulnis 
Acida Divum ; 
Dumque natanti 
Lumine languens 
Murmure leni, 
Basia sugens 
Comprimit arete 
Pectore pectus 
Aurea nymphe ; 
Spretus amator 
(Ardua moles) 
Heu fremit atroz 
Orecruento, 



Quum levis aura; 
Vespere sero 
Fluctibus orta, 
Flamine leni 
Pectora m ulceus 
jEquora crispat : 
Nox ubi fuscis 
Evolat alis, 
Turn furibundis 
Passibus errans, 
Sanguinolentum 
Luminis orbem 
Saeve volutans 
Singula lustrat, 
Cernere si qui 
Possit amantes. 
Raptaque dextra 
Pallida membra 
Fiilminis instar 
Fragens heu ! heu ! 
Vindice *axo. 
Ergo age tandem 
Spernere mitte 
Gurgitis almi 
Littora grata, 
Gratior ipsa 
Rustica Phylli, 
Ipsa Dione, 
Ipsa puelli 
Arcitenentis 
Aurea mater, 
Aurea quae nunc 
Ore nitenti 
Numina captat ; 
Blanda marina? 
Filia spumae 
Edita ponto est : 
Nunc quoque pontum 
(TEthere spreto) 
Ssepe revisens 
Alite curru 
Diva serenis 
Labitur undis, 
Collaque olorum 
Floribus atque 
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Cunctaque late 
Voce tonanti 
Semifer implet : 
(Scylla relatrat 
Mtm renlugit) • 
Alme Favoni, 
Purpureuque 
Exsilis alia, 
Moxque reportans 
Conjugis horto 
Sive rosarum 
Vel hyacinthi 
iWdis odores. 
Grandia cete 

Gaudia vasta 
Saltibus edunt 
Incompostis, 
O Venus alma, 
Teque salutant, 
Et maris aequor 
Impete lseto 
Sydera ad alta 
Naribus effiant* 

O mea vita, 
Ocyus adsis* 
Molle latusque 
Littore fulta, 
Prospice mecura 
Colle Dropinquo 
' Subsibentes 
Lanigerarum 
Ubera circum 

Molliter agnas ; 



Flectit habena ; 
JEolus Euro 
Lora frementi 
Contrahit arete ; 
At tibi laxat, 
Pendulalino 
Et tibi deztram 
Armet arundo ; 
Hamus aduneus 
Fluctuet unda : 
Mox genus ecce 
Omne natantum 
(Squammea pubes 
Ex latebrosk 
Advena fundis) 
Preepete pinna 
Trans maris sequor 
Ultro requiret 
Humida nostras 
Lina puelke ; 
Crine madentes 
Et tibi fundent 
Naiades udae 
Divite dextra, 
Mille-colorum 
Munera conchas, 
Sanguine multo 
Tincta coralla 
Gurgitis imi 
Splendida dona, 
Doridos almae 
Laeve tributum. * 



* This Eclogue, which on account of its excellence is here inserted, was 
communicated by a learned friend to the editor of this work, (1780 but 
it doe* not occur in any of the editions of Metastasio's Works. 



INDEX. 



Adonis, a fish u called, 60. 
Adopti og malpractice of, -iV^M/.. 
Agncs, t[) whut ascribed, 51. 
Air, prune of the element of, 44. 
Alfred, King, alters the course of 

Ihe river Lie, 201, note. 
Aldrovandus, his opiniun of some 

kinds of full, 122. 
Adiih, the prophet, on angler, 63. 
Angler, the Complete, character of, 

5; ita reception, 12; character 

of the Second Part, 16, 22SI. 
Angler, qualifications for one, Mj 

equipment! of, 190, 191, nofe ; 

dress of, in the Inst age, 207, note j 

rudely treated sometimes, ;HH» r 
Angler's song, 93; wish, 114. 
Angling, old writers on, 6, note ; 

how to be taught, :33 ; like poetry, 



of, by J. Davors, 67 ; songs on, 
I7fi, 177; practised by ladies, in 
St James's Park in Charlet " ' 



middk. '296; produce of ten i 

SIB. 
Angling, laws Of, discourse On, 
Aut, 'he, keeps no store for w 

l&sxsst. 
AnI-liv, blickua, mode of keeping 

for bait, 186. 
Ant-fly, 895 j 886. 



ntony and Cleopatra made mi;- 

I,,,;':, ■ .■creation, 64, 

ntouia, wife of Dnisus, favourite 

Lamprey of. 121). 
April, artificial flics for, 376. 
Apostles, four of them fishermen, 



Ari-L.tl.-, credit duo to, 



rtificial flies, different kinds of, for 
different seasons, 104, 271 ( direc- 
tum-, for making, 107, 265 ; 
materials for, 108 ; superior to 

283. 
Ashborn, Derbyshire, 241. 
Ash-coloured Dun, 276, note. 
Ash-grub, 294. 
Ashnwlu, Ellas, 57. 
Asafietidi has the property of 

making baits attractive, 129. 

it. m field church, 252. 

iigust, artificial flic fur, 286. 

Bag, 109. 

ig-rods, description of, 207, Hole. 

lit, several kinds of, 198. 

lits, the oil of ivy-berries, &c. 
put upon them, said to attract 
fish, 189, 129 ; effects of using 



.a, PlinyV u 



nt „[ the, ;,' 



observations on, IIW ; its spawn 
dangerous, ll&l ; how lo fish for, 
ITll; difficulty of landing one, 
IT!) note; mimlutis relating t.., 

0. 

Barker, Mr Thomas, account of, 

16 ; his directioos fur fly-fuUioR, 

10a, nnie, hit poetical dinfltmna, 

111. 
Barro-tly, 2H4. 
Barnes, or Bernera, Dame Julyans, 

compiler of the Bmik of St Al- 

,W .. 7. 
Brde, venerable, quoted, Ifil. 
Beggan, curious uiviiUig of money 

by, 1 15 ; dispute of, 116. 
Beggar*' sung, 1 1 7. 
Breisar'tdiuehUTnf IfetlmiJ.jtrn.'n, 

„„„1.-r, r, r.1 t l, !lt ballad, 21 7, ^Cr. 
Bently Brook, plenty «* Trout in, 



lt,-r.-li.irl Hall, 247. 

Bird'. rli.il- twfulnpss til m:i 

Hi-li..p-l'i-!i. -t.iry of the. ;">: 

Black fly, 27*. 2eU. 

Ilia.* luetic, 285. 

Hlrak, description of, anil 



with.'fu. 

■ fly, 2ts6. 

Cam lei -He, 258, 284. 

''arp, obsorvatkina on, 142 ; when 
brought '" Kngland, 14:); oni~ 
iiifisileof in Germany, 144, nc 
destroyed by frogs, 14ft; age . 
ih. ; *i|nwuing of, 146; liow Un 
fish for, lb. ; Limits of. onrl ' 
fur, 14rl, rtole ; huw to dress. 



asaubui]. Dr. fi7. 

iii-in, Nkliulus, a saving of hi-, 

21a 

Chalkhifl, Jnhn, EM(. SB; I 

- the ewmtan 

Oh, th*.- galla.,1 h.Im-i - lii,-. 
.,6. 
II, .I. rtmt tdtcn, 167 ; described. 



I liuli. III..', 7:1; 1l..w I,. , 
!,-■."■ u, li-li lor, 7.1,77. 
Cubic, basket so nj ' 
Cock spur- worms i 
Colne, ruff-coat, 



Boots and shoes, Barker's recipe fur 

Boteler, 0,\ a saying of, 1 14. 
RowerlwikH, Tuilvriliiiii, 211. 
Bowlker, Richard, 110, nofe. 
Bnylc, Hon. Robert, his tract o 

angling, 19. 
Bream, observations on, 149; a. 

counted a luxury in Hairy V. 



Bull-trout, when: round, S3. 
Butterflies, kiugs of Persia used 

hawk after, 46, notr. 
Butterfly. |HtiiLtcd, 102. 






■ 



Bifcr.SW. 
■jIoF,2S1,«<«. 



Conn.. 

Cuiv-h-.]--. .7 

Conaw, Ton 

Coridon's song, 91 

Cork, or float-fishing, IS& ..Ke. 

Cotton, Chailcs, sedior, Lord Cla- 
rendon's clmraoU ' " 

Cotton, Charles, junior, writes 
second part to the Complete A> 



iliiM'liiiL', 177 '■ , hi- -i 

his life and writing!!, 227; i 
to college, 224 ; the ereat 
provor of the art of angl ... 
328; works [iiil.l 
intimacy with Walton, 22S; the 



ISDSlt. 

Ijirtli writing fut i subsistence, 
itii ; liis pecuniary distress, 232; 
estimate of his character, 231: 
Wordsworth's opinion of his poe- 
try, 238, iolc ! his letter to Wal- 
ton, 937. 

I. on- dung -fly, 279. 

tW-Udy-lly. 379. 

('■■■'.■■::■■■ a <-.ii.ll of fill, like Carp, 



liil, i he i.irf o one caught at Petet. 
borough, J IJ5, 

!■:.■:-, ,.h-. i i-ii,„,.un, llitl;brmling 
of, 162, nolo, lljti, note; winter 
ill the sea, 162, aottj column of 
young obgctved running up the 
Clyde, ib, ; several kinds of, 168 ; 
bow to fish for, ib. [ destructive ; 
to young ducks, 161, xijtc; Low 



Dace, htm to fia.li for, 185; fame 
baits as Roach, 188, 189, mrfe,- 



■nfly, 273; little. 277. 
Davy, Sir Humphry, his vindic. 

lion nl fishing, fib 1 , fio/e. 
Dead-bait lor Pike, 138. 
December, artificial flies for, 287. 
Derbyshire, famous fe 



i, 247. 



t of the j 
I. 

■in. 'i;,. 



243 : 



icipal 



Diogenes, a saying of, 211. 
Dock-worm, %. 

l>,v*, excellent iiualities of. -V- 
Domie, Dr John, Walton writes \ 
life,*; lines by Walton, under i 

Xving of, 21 ; bis lints t 
g. 159. 

Dove Dale, isdenery of, 247, aoft. 
Dove, river, course of the, 241 

famous for Trout and Graylin 

249, 2«8. 
Urakc-fiy. dork, 






. JO.", 



eravroii, Micli.lcl. lii.e- i.f, V. 
u jt.iria-, lion of, 58, rJi. ll_ 
Dubbing to form the body of flics, 

material* for, 1(18, note, 36T 
Dijlii-iiviun, Janus, li)4. 
Duck* destroy the spawn and young 

fry in fn-li ponds, 203. 
Dun-fly, Hie great, 105. 273; the 

1,1„,-; il,. -. the little, 278. 
Dun ,-ut-fly, 279. 

Issfitrppw, 285. 

iiiiicntlalinu of the, 18. 



dangerous food, 165. 
.rtutniKl College, Cambridge, a 

Carp of a great ageat, Hi, wte. 
[plienicron, luthnn treating uf the, 

219. 
Espernon, Duke d' T Cotton write* 

ihe life of, 227. 
Falcon, buhl Right of the, 45. 
Anthers principally used in fly- 
ma king, 108. 

brunry, artificial flies for, 272. 

:nre months, what, 71. 
Fern-bud fly, 312. 
Fern-fly, 286. 
Fields near Lcominstct 

of, 121. 
Fish, their sight, 53, n 



peculiarity 

in' „F, 71 ; 



properly allowed by law in river, 
303. 

Flub, a strange, dissected by Dr 
Wharton, S& 

Fishes, time of breeding various, 33; 
bow they dispose of their eggs, 61. 

Fish-hooks, by whom mentioned in 
the Old Teamed, 63. 

Fishing with the dead rod, 1 13. 

Fishing at 1. 1 1 ■ ■ top, 965 ; continued, 
270. 

Fishing, unlawful ways of, 288. 

Fishing-hnuse, description of Cot- 
tons 256. 

Fish ponds, bow to make and 
manage, 203, 205, note. 

Flesh-fly, 28fi. 

Hotelier, lluncas, author of Pitca- 
tery Beit/mi, csrtrintorfrqrn. 180, 

Flies,' the 'kind iisci! for Trout- 
fishing, 91) ; best uatural, for 
fishing with, 250; to aseerum 




ii taken, 2TB. 

Fly, artificial, how tn make, 263 
2»ia ; materials for, 10a, nute. 

Fk-IWliiri- W Trout, ilinrtiDinfur 
110; CotWs directions for, 259 
how to throw the line, 261 ; it 
windy weather, lust m the still 
deeps, 280. 

l-Widg.! Trout, account ol 



Fulimart, or fumart, 4a 

Fuller, Dr Thomas, his lively co 
vernation with Walton, 1!) ; fa, 
recorded Ilv him relating 



rick. Mrs, P-i !, -.-. .<..-. 



Generation, the dortrine of et 

cal, exploded, 100, note. 
Gentles, a hail- for Carp, 148; 

method of breeding and keeping. 

George, the Lesser, preserved bv 
Walton, 20. ' 

Geneva, large Tronls in the lake of, 
79. 

by a gang of, 115. 
Gnat, bright ihin, 272. 
Gnm. tilth black, 276, 385. 
Gold and Silver bsh, 198, note. 
Grass, lndian,honrtouM,209,>n)fir. 
Grasshopper, the, voracity of, SO; 

a bait fur Trout, 111. 
Grasshopper, how to make a erteu. 

285; a dun, ib. 
Graves, what, and huw used for bait, 

7(1, aole. 
Grayling, or Umber, directions bow 



Great whirling ilun 
Great hackle-fly, K_ 
Green peacock hackle, 310. 
Green drake llv, 279; how to I 

an artifiuial,'28t. 
Green grasshopper, 285. 
Green- tail fly, 313, 0J5. 
Ground-bait, for Bream, 

angling with, 391. 
Grub, good bah for Roach, 1 



d Chub, l'«7. 



Hackle-fly, several kinds of 

to make, 274. 
Hairs, how to twist, 203, 

how to dye, 209. 
Hakewitl, fir, l'_>0. 
H.ilil.n. Marquis of, his 

opinion of Cotl " ' 



Hampshire, abounds wfrl 

Injuring stmaira, 119. 
Hanson Toot, hill of that narar 

252. 
Harry- long- legs fly, of whal 

286. 
Harvie, Ch. his verses on the book 

of Common Prayer, ug, 
Hairks, two kinds of, 47; name 

several, 47. 
Hawthorn- fly. where found, 1!: 

:..,■■ 

Hearth-fly, 316. 

Henmoor, or Schoo Brook, ado,- 

Trout and Grayling, 24fi. 
Herbert, George, Wilton's life ot 

14; verses by, 68, 112. 

em, or ll.rnu, caught with atouk 

baited, 175. 
Herrings, where plentiful, 9L_ 
"md, James, the Eogliah Gbm4i 

iLi'i-ouuiof. IPO, note. 
00k, how to bait one with 1 
worm, 97, 292; withaMinno., 



INDEX. 325 


98; dim 1 1 ion* tor whipping on 


l.railnr-iniMillit'd lisli, what, 77. 
l..h,Luli, Dr, his directions far 


one, I91,no[e. 


Ho.ik.T- Ui,-h.,r.l. W:J1um wriu-s 


milking fish-ponds, 203. 


his life, 14. 


Lsjrlger bait, 135. 


Hooks, Lent. 192, unit. 


Lesser hacklc-fly, 272. 


Horse-flesh fly, 277. 


J.H'ssiiiq, Li.iiiiariJ, his remark on 


Horteruius weeps at the death of a 


fasting, 104. 


Larnprcy, US:?. 


Lever, Sir Ashton, 57, note. 


liirliiil in clergymen, 64. 
Huaatd-fly,311. 


Inn.-, direct ions fur milking, 20<i ; 


how to throw in fly-fishing, 99 1. 
Live baits for Pike, 135. 




Live map, method of raking Pike, 


Indian grass for hook-lines, 209, 


140, note. 




Loa.li, dewriniinn of ihe, 197 ; 
how to catch, 199; good bait for 


Insects, reference to works on, 219; 


aquatic, :H19. 


Trout. 396. 


Ireland, voyage tii, specimen of 


Lob-worm, 96. 


Cotton's, 327. 


I.ui'i', or 1 ' il-: ■:•. uh^.ryat.ious on, and 


Isabella colour described, 27ii, mile. 


directions how to fish for, 130. 




L iii-ian, the father of scoffers, 34. 


Jacks, Pike so culled, 138, Hole. 




James 1- an ciicin. r.o ii.li. nth, :>.",-!, 


Mackerel By, 316. 




iliac r-o hill-, Aurclius, 51. 


January, artificial flies for, 371. 


March, artificial flits foe, 275 


Jerome, -Saint, his Iliree wishi's. 51. 


M.iikii.nu. ticiviise, on the rjnali- 


Jon-son, Ben, his sarcasms against 


ties of an angler, 53, no/r. 


smoking, 254, note. 


Mlrlow, Christopher, account of, 


July, artificial flies for, 285,311. 




June, artificial flies for, 284, 


Main d, ,|agram of, on tame fishes, 

120. 
Materials for fly-making, 108, note. 


Krinble pipe, what, 254, note. 


Kennel river affords good Tront, 


.May, artificial flies for, 276. 


121, note. 


May-fly, how to mike an artificial, 


King, llr Henry, lli.hop ,if Chi- 


107 *, different kinds of, 279. 


chester, his opinion of W'iilt.ui's 
Lie**, 4, 14, 22. 


Merlway river, 201. 


Mi'iasuiio, !->li>gii Piscatoria, a- 


Kipper, HU'.iiiii.i; of the term, 12,-). 
Kirby, Charles, a famous maker of 


scrilied to, 319. 


Milkmaid's now, 87 ; wish, 88. 


hooks, 192, note. 


Milkii, liif. mother's answer. 88. 


Knop-fly, 315. 


Mill,,-',. Thumb, or Hull-head*, de- 


Kuot, how to tic a water, I!r2,ii»(c. 


seribed, 19a; how to catch, ib. 


Knotted gray gnat, 319. 


Minnow, or J'erik. nheo fiaiuil, !W ; 




how to hail with, 98; dump- 


f.amprty, great age of a tame, I(i2. 


lion of, awl how to catch, 197. 


Last-Spring, a species of Trout, 1 2!>, 


Monk Fish, 50, note. 




MuntaiuTii', his -pi' dilations about 


La'kin, remarkably i-|,.-ar -■[ream, 
24H j yields the finest Train, ih. 


his i-ut, 411 ; his Essays, transla- 


ted by lotion, am. 


Laws of Angling, 299. 


Moorish fly, 1(15. 

Mi .it- Lands, asa 


Lea River, niueli frcnm.'uLiil be 


Walton, a 


M,k., hesl kind of, 97. 




Moulin. I'tlei du, oUciiiition of 


wilhworm, 104. 








llnllri. , l..i-tilv <ii' tlii:, til ; I'lmngei 
' 78; best nf sm-fc.h, 79. 

1* I'l ]'!■[:■,: of, IB! . 

Natural fly, of fiidling Willi K, 111, 

; bt|t kind of, Sal). 

.lew rlivcr, the best Eeb taken in, 

ISSiMit. 

Nitflu lisliing br Trout. IIH. 
N'if.'htia*;ale, iu aingini; described, 

Jfi. 
North, lion. Roger, DiKouree v{ 

Fi.li mid Pi-h-pond., 208, mi!,: 
Northumberland I'ront, 82. 
November, artificial llira lor, 2*7. 
N/uwcl, Dr, dean of St Pflid'a, 



f.JKKll, dun i jjllili 



■i, i:ji 



longevity of, l;il - k>! 

voracity of, ib. ; bile 

■nous, 133; breeding ... . 

mii] to be i lot hiv nl by frogi 

134; how to I 

haunts of, .(ml : 

tvilr; directi uoe for roa«iog, 141. 
Piuor radii, where fooriH, 194, turfe. 
Fixator's Ming in praiae of " 

Pismire ,;>.;; II. ,!ii,. 



\.;,II. .'! 

■itle-uy, J 



Oak- worm, 96. 

Uct.nlier. avtilidal llies fur, 2S«. 

Uilley, J. E.U- d.ili.atii 



, Prim* .ii. i-riv. 314, 
PrUon, X,-~ ■-—■> 

of ii, S 



bed on tfae . 



l'urule-fiy, 316. 

Red-brown fly, 271 ; later, 272. 

128,129, 148; lied hackle-fly, 31 & 

whether uaefrJ. 295. Red her!-iiv,314. 

( Irango-Iy, 2*5, Reli(|uiie Wottoniun*, 5, SIS. 

filler. I In.. ,J.-r r mtii^ t, lii.Ii. -12 ; Ret i rem till, I bo, sunaas addreaH 
ob«rviitjoniion,li9. i to Wilton, 239. 

>, wondrous [irojierties iifani 
; obiKTViitions on Rveral, 300. 

i- in liiu>laud, principal. "" 



, 100; how 



Palmer-fly, account i 

[,i make, 27-1, 278. 
Palmer- norm, 101; when used for 

lulling, 107. 

'li.L-Fi.il. :,~. 



147 ; for Bream. 150 

I5l>; fur Roach anil liace, i«t- 
Paternoster lint, what, 174, note. 
Patience, anecdote nf on angler'i, 

54, note. 
Peacock-fly. 37!), 285, 
Pearl-colour, or heraiiduo, :110. 
I'ciik, or Minnow, observations on, 

(Its, 197. ■ too'i 

Perch, observation! on, 156; Hosier 
157; Royal 



I bay ton's. 201. 



better in rivers than pond*. 1*4 
largest caught intheTbanm,ib. 
for catching, ii. note; bow 
for, 185 ; balta fer, IS6, 



1 1*9, »nh ; haunt* of, ib. note. 

Dili. direct i I'm i . ■«! -ioa. 306, 

K10; choice of, and now to 



[ II |^ U'lllllci- 

Ii»h for, 158; 
directions about, I5M, 
Pineries t;,i.[p,ir. I'illiul'rl 

told by, IIH. 
Pi.ci-ons'usedta carry letter 

I'i|.i'-li4iuii.. .uiiii.'i-i ni,..l, 



ildiiioual 



llii. 






j Ruddy-fly, IH 
glory llnlf-c.iat. ■ ig 
, Buffi, or lime 



Sad yello» By, 105. 

Siilniuii, tin;. observations on, 124 ■ 
migration nf, 123, note,- age and 
growth of, 126 ; how to fiih fur, 
127 ; baits for, 128, 1UU , beauti- 
ful appearand; of, on coming out 
of the miter, 130. 

Salmon spawn, on excellent halt for 
must Uh, If*), MM. 

Kaimon-lcsu, mention of places so 
called, 126. 

.Salmon-trout, where found, 82. 

s.ilviiini, Hippolito, 123. 

Samlet, or Kkenvr Trout, 7». 

Sanderson, Dr Robert, 19. 

Sand-fly, :3)& 

Scale-fish, how to fish for, 190, 

Sehou brook, 345, note. 

Seals fond of Mit, 57, ".ore. 

Sea momter resembling a man, Sft 

Sea-grati for hook linen, 20P, nort, 
September, artificial flies fur, 386. 
Severn, the, ita course, 200. 
S1i.lv.-;, i rd [nook, 114. 
Sliell-fly, 105, '1Kb. 
Shoppertiin nnd Hampton frequent- 
ed by the L Inner*, 144, wore. 

Silk-worm, her inoiio of spinning 



Small bright brown flv, 277. 
Snakes, breeiliug of, 135. 
Snapping fur 1'ike, 140, note. 
Siiighog l,,r Eels, 164. 
Snil, quality of Trout depend* on, 

121. 
Spawn of must fob a tempting liait, 

193. 
Souty dnn-Hy, 310. 
staijies Incgutjcrs addressed te 



Krone-fly, now made, 105, ! 



Tackle requisite for an angler, inOj 

191, Kure. 
Tawny-fly, 105. 
™" ilara, the knights, curious anil 

e rkaraircristie ilevicc nf, 2. 



Thames fishing, 184, milt. 
Thatched house in Hodsden, 41. 
Theobald's, account nf that placi 

41. 
Thorn-fly, 315. 
Ttiorn tree -fly, 215. 
-nads not venomous, 1.12, wire. 

■haeeu, King Jaiiica the Fust 
haired nf, 254, »u(e.- niischie 

nf, ib. 
Top of fishing-rod, how to mem 



Treatyse of Fyashyogc with an 

angle, 7. 
Trent, River, origin of the name, 

200,248. 
ToilLng fur Pike, rlircctioES fur, 



id, and what 
BS ; nut proper tD 
the miridk-of .March, 



fcjgal I 

107 ; notching by torch light, 
I lit ; haunts of, 
spawning, 121, m 
'rout nr Grayling, 
tor, 258; - J 
gle at th. 
bog Iry hand for. 






n Iui.2!U ; 
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in the middle for, 296 ; Loach a 

good bait for, ib. 
Trout, Wandle variety of. 90. 
Trout-Ike, description of, 83. 
Trtrata have a favourite stone to 

lie near in a river, 269, note. 
Turkey-fly, 278. 
Turtle-dove, common attstake about, 

60, note. 
Tweed river, 201. 
Tyne river, 201. 

Umber, or Grayling, observations 
on, 122 ; how to fish for, 123 ; 
haunts of, and baits for, 123, 
note ; when in season, 268. 

Varro, M. Terentius, his aviary, 

46; fish, 51. 
Violet dun-fly, 310. 
Violet-fly, 277. 



Walking-bait, 135. 

Waller, Ed. lines of, 182. 

Walton, laaak, the life o^ 1 ; his 
character, 11 ; conversation with 
Fuller, 13 ; intimacy with many 
eminent men, 20; death, 23; 
epitaph, ib. ; family, ib. ; will, 
27 ; his letter to Cotton, 238 ; 
adopted Cotton for his son, ib. 
note. 

Walton, Mrs, account of, 3; her 
epitaph, 4. 

Wasp-fly, 105, 285. 

Water, the element of, commended, 
49. 

Wharton, Dr, 51. 



Whirling, dan-fly, 277 ; little, ib. 
note. 

White dun-fly, 285. 

White gnat, 279. 

White hackle, 286. 

White miller, or owl-fly, 284. 

Whitish dun-fly, 275. 

Whitterish-fly, 314. 

Whole Duty of Man, authorship of 
22, note. 

Weirs, or kidels, 185, note. 

Wind, observations on the best for 
fishing, 109. 

Windy day best for fly-fishing, 105. 

Withy-fly, 311. 

Worms, divers kinds of, 95; how 
to keep, 96 ; method of making 
them rue, 97 ; cadis, 193; cock- 
spur, ib. ; straw, ib. ; how to 
preserve cadis, ib. note -, how 
to bait with, 29a 

Wotton, Sir Henry, 4* 5 ; his love 
of angling, 65 ; his verses on 
spring, 66 ; verses in praise of 
angling, from the Reliquiae 
. WottoniaTUBy 215; farewell to 
the vanities of the world, 216. 

Wye river, in Monmouthshire, 
when fish in season there, 127, 
249, note. 

Yellow, or greenish fly, 105. 
Yellow dun-fly, 277. 
Yellow may-fly, 284. 
Yellow miller, or owl-fly, 284. 
Yellow watchet-fly, 313. 
Yelvers, the name for young Eels, 
161. 



THE END. 
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